The Christian In A Troubled Nation
January 17, 2021

Christians are to be peaceful, productive and law-abiding citizens.

1 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV
1 First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all

people,
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and

dignified in every way.

1 Peter 2:13-17 ESV
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,

14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.

15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish
people.

16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of
God.

17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Daniel 2:10-19 ESV

10 The Chaldeans answered the king [Nebuchadnezzar] and said, "There is not a man on earth who can
meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any magician or
enchanter or Chaldean.

11 The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh."

12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the wise men of

Babylon be destroyed.
13 So the decree went out, and the wise men were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his

companions, to kill them.

14 Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain of the king's guard, who had

gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon.

15 He declared to Arioch, the king's captain, "Why is the decree of the king so urgent?" Then Arioch
made the matter known to Daniel.
16 And Daniel went in and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the

interpretation to the king.

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions,

18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his
companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of

heaven.



Christians are to provide financially and materially for themselves and their families.

Jeremiah 29:4-7 ESV

4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon:

5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce.

6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.
7 But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf,

for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 ESV
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with

you,
8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day,

that we might not be a burden to any of you.
9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.

10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work,

let him not eat.
11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies.

12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and

to earn their own living.

“When the people find that they can vote themselves money that will herald the end of the republic.”
—Benjamin Franklin

"A democracy is always temporary in nature; it simply cannot exist as a permanent form of government.
A democracy will continue to exist up until the time that voters discover that they can vote themselves
generous gifts from the public treasury. From that moment on, the majority always votes for the
candidates who promise the most benefits from the public treasury, with the result that every democracy
will finally collapse due to loose fiscal policy, which is always followed by a dictatorship.

The average age of the world's greatest civilizations from the beginning of history has been about 200
years. During those 200 years, these nations always progressed through the following sequence: From
bondage to spiritual faith; From spiritual faith to great courage; From courage to liberty; From liberty to
abundance; From abundance to selfishness; From selfishness to complacency; From complacency to
apathy; From apathy to dependence; From dependence back into bondage."

—Alexander Fraser Tytler (15 October 1747 — 5 January 1813), Scottish advocate, judge, writer and
historian who served as Professor of Universal History, and Greek and Roman Antiquities at the
University of Edinburgh.



Christians do not idolize, nor place their trust in, government nor its leaders.

Jeremiah 17:5-8 ESV

5 Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart
turns away from the LORD.

6 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places

of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.

8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to

bear fruit."

Isaiah 30:1-3 ESV

1 "Ah, stubborn children," declares the LORD, "who carry out a plan, but not mine, and who make an
alliance, but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin;

2 who set out to go down to Egypt, without asking for my direction, to take refuge in the protection of

Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!
3 Therefore shall the protection of Pharaoh turn to your shame, and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt
to your humiliation.

Isaiah 31:1 ESV

1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they
are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel or
consult the LORD!

Christians Know When To Pray, “Thy Will Be Done."”

Matthew 26:38-39 ESV

38 Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me."
39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will."

2 Corinthians 12:7-8 ESV

7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming
conceited.

8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.

Christians know where their allegiance to a nation and government ends.

Daniel 3:16-19 ESV
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no
need to answer you in this matter.




17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of your hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image
that you have set up."

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was
usually heated.

Acts 5:27-29 ESV
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned
them,

28 saying, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with

your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us."
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.

Christians never resort to violence, even when attacked (for being Christians).

Proverbs 3:31 ESV
31 Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways.

John 18:36 ESV
36 Jesus answered [Pilate], "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that | might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not

from the world."

Titus 3:1-2 ESV

1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
work,

2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all
people.

Romans 12:14 ESV
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.

16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in
your own sight.

17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord."

20 To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for
by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head."

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



