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Godly Discernment Of Circumstances And People Is Vital 
 

Philippians 1:9 ESV 

9 And it is my prayer that ​your love may abound​  ​more and more​, with ​knowledge​ and ​all discernment​, 
10 so that you may ​approve what is excellent​, and ​so be pure​ and ​blameless​ for ​the day of Christ​, 
11 ​filled with the fruit of righteousness​ that ​comes through Jesus Christ​, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

● How desperately we need God’s wisdom to accurately apply His Truth to the present circumstances and 

people! 

● God’s Word and Spirit will always break through the fog and the darkness to illuminate. 

 

Hebrews 5:13-14 ESV 

13 for everyone who lives on milk is ​unskilled in the word of righteousness​, since he is a child. 

14 But solid food is for ​the mature​, for those who have ​their powers of discernment trained​  ​by constant 

practice​ to ​distinguish good from evil​. 
 

Discerning Circumstances & People 

 

James 1:5 ESV 

5 ​If any of you lacks wisdom​, let him ​ask God​, who ​gives generously to all​  ​without reproach​, and ​it will 

be given​ him. 

 

● Knowledge is the accumulation of information; wisdom is making life choices by applying God’s 

Truth. 

 

"What else do we know about this population, 18-24? They are stupid. That is why we put them 

in dormitories and they have a resident assistant. They make really bad decisions."  

—Kamala Harris, Aug 12, 2015 

 

Proverbs 4:4-9 ESV 

4 he taught me and said to me, "​Let your heart​ ​hold fast my words​; ​keep my commandments​, and ​live​. 
5 ​Get wisdom​; ​get insight​; do not forget, and ​do not turn away​ from ​the words of my mouth​. 
6 ​Do not forsake her​, and ​she will keep you​; ​love her​, and ​she will guard you​. 
7 The ​beginning of wisdom​ is this: ​Get wisdom​, and ​whatever you get​, ​get insight​. 
8 ​Prize her highly​, and ​she will exalt you​; ​she will honor you​ if ​you embrace her​. 
9 She will place on your head a graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown." 

 

Isaiah 30:20-22 ESV 

20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet ​your Teacher will 

not hide himself anymore​, but ​your eyes shall see your Teacher​. 
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21 And ​your ears shall hear a word behind you​, saying, "​This is the way​, walk in it," ​when you turn to the 

right​ or ​when you turn to the left​. 
22 ​Then you will defile your carved idols​ overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images.  ​You will 

scatter them as unclean things​. You will say to them, "Be gone!" 

 

Acts 16:6-10 ESV 

6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been ​forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 

speak the word​  ​in Asia​. 
7 And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but ​the Spirit of Jesus did 

not allow them​. 
8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 

9 And ​a vision appeared to Paul​ in the night: ​a man of Macedonia​ was standing there, urging him and 

saying, "​Come over to Macedonia​ and ​help us​." 

10 And when Paul had seen the vision, ​immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia​, ​concluding that 

God had called us​ to preach the gospel to them. 

 

Acts 10:9-22 ESV 

9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop 

about the sixth hour to pray. 

10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a 

trance 

11 and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four 

corners upon the earth. 

12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 

13 And there came a voice to him: "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." 

14 But Peter said, "​By no means​, Lord; for ​I have never eaten anything​ that is ​common​ or ​unclean​." 

15 And the voice came to him again a second time, "​What God has made clean​, ​do not call common​." 

16 This ​happened three times​, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. 

17 Now while Peter was ​inwardly perplexed​ as to ​what the vision​ that he had seen ​might mean​, behold, 

the men who were sent by Cornelius​, having made inquiry for Simon's house, ​stood at the gate 

18 and ​called out to ask​ whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 

19 And ​while Peter was pondering the vision​, ​the Spirit said to him​, "Behold, ​three men are looking for 

you​. 
20 ​Rise​ and ​go down​ and ​accompany them without hesitation​, for I have sent them." 

21 And Peter went down to the men and said, "I am the one you are looking for.  ​What is the reason for 

your coming​?" 

22 And they said, "Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the 

whole Jewish nation, was ​directed by a holy angel​ to ​send for you​ to ​come to his house​ and to ​hear what 

you have to say​." 

 

Acts 10:28-35 ESV 

28 And he said to them, "You yourselves ​know how unlawful it is​ for ​a Jew to associate with​ or ​to visit 

anyone of another nation​, but ​God has shown me​ that ​I should not call any person​ ​common​ or ​unclean​. 
29 So ​when I was sent for​, ​I came without objection​. I ask then why you sent for me." 
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30 And Cornelius said, "Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and 

behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 

31 and said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 

32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a 

tanner, by the sea.' 

33 So ​I sent for you at once​, and ​you have been kind enough to come​.  Now therefore ​we are all here in 

the presence of God​ to ​hear all that you have been commanded​ by the Lord." 

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: "​Truly I understand​ that ​God shows no partiality​, 
35 but ​in every nation​ ​anyone who fears him​ and ​does what is right​ is ​acceptable to him​. 
 

Acts 10:44-48 ESV 

44 ​While Peter was still saying these things​, the ​Holy Spirit fell on all​ who heard the word. 

45 And ​the believers from among the circumcised​ who had come with Peter ​were amazed​, because ​the 

gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out​ even ​on the Gentiles​. 
46 For ​they were hearing them​ ​speaking in tongues​ and ​extolling God​. Then Peter declared, 

47 "​Can anyone withhold water​ for ​baptizing these people​, who have ​received the Holy Spirit​ just ​as we 

have​?" 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain 

for some days. 

 

Acts 16:16-23 ESV 

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were ​met by a slave girl​ who had ​a spirit of divination 

and ​brought her owners​ ​much gain by fortune-telling​. 
17 ​She followed Paul​ and us, ​crying out​, "​These men are servants of the Most High God​, who ​proclaim to 

you the way of salvation​." 

18 And this ​she kept doing for many days​. Paul, ​having become greatly annoyed​, turned and said to the 

spirit, "​I command you​ in the name of Jesus Christ ​to come out of her​." And ​it came out that very hour​. 
19 But when her owners saw that ​their hope of gain was gone​, they ​seized Paul and Silas​ and ​dragged 

them into the marketplace​ before the rulers. 

20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, "​These men are Jews​, and ​they are 

disturbing our city​. 
21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice." 

22 The crowd ​joined in attacking them​, and the magistrates ​tore the garments off them​ and ​gave orders 

to beat them with rods​. 
23 And when they had ​inflicted many blows upon them​, they ​threw them into prison​, ​ordering the jailer 

to keep them safely​. 
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