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Psalm 97:1-5 ESV 

1 ​The LORD reigns​, ​let the earth rejoice​; let the many coastlands be glad! 

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; ​righteousness​ and ​justice​ are ​the foundation of his throne​.  
3 ​Fire goes before him​ and ​burns up his adversaries​ all around. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; ​the earth sees​ and ​trembles​. 
5 The ​mountains​ ​melt like wax before the LORD​, before the Lord of all the earth. 

 

Sinful vs Evil 
 

In the Scriptures, there is discrimination in our reaction to evil. 

● When hurt by the pride and selfishness of people, but they are too self-absorbed to see how they are 

injuring others. 

● When targeted by evil intent and malicious schemes by others, where evil and harm is premeditated and 

devised against us. 

 

Luke 23:33-37 NASB 

33 When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the 

right and the other on the left. 

34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, ​forgive them​; for ​they do not know what they are doing​."  And they 

cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 

35 And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, "He saved 

others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One." 

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 

37 and saying, "If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" 

 

● There are those who do not know what they are doing, but there are those who do know. 

● That is what distinguishes the sinful from the evil; those who are overcome from those who 

devise evil schemes. 

 

Mark 3:6 ESV 

6 The Pharisees went out and ​immediately held counsel​ with the Herodians against him, ​how to destroy 

him​ [Jesus]. 

 

John 11:53 ESV 

53 So from that day on ​they made plans​ to ​put him​ [Jesus] ​to death​. 
 

2 Timothy 4:14-18 ESV 

14 Alexander the coppersmith ​did me great harm​; the Lord ​will repay him according to his deeds​. 
15 Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. 
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16 At my first defense ​no one came to stand by me​, but ​all deserted me​.   ​May it not be charged against 

them​! 
17 But ​the Lord stood by me​ and ​strengthened me​, so that through me the message might be fully 

proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 

18 The Lord ​will rescue me from every evil deed​ and ​bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom​. To him be 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

God Hates Injustice 
 

Proverbs 11:1 ESV 

1 A ​false balance​ is ​an abomination​ to ​the LORD​, but a just weight is his delight. 

 

Proverbs 12:22 ESV 

22 ​Lying lips​ are ​an abomination​ to ​the LORD​, but those who act faithfully are his delight. 

 

Proverbs 17:15 ESV 

15 He who ​justifies the wicked​ and he who ​condemns the righteous​ are ​both alike an abomination​ to the 

LORD. 

 

Micah 6:8 ESV 

8 He has told you, O man, ​what is good​; and ​what does the LORD require of you​ but ​to do justice​, and ​to 

love kindness​, and ​to walk humbly​ ​with your God​? 

 

Proverbs 6:16-19 ESV 

16 There are ​six things that the LORD hates​, ​seven that are an abomination​ to him: 

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 ​a heart​ that ​devises wicked plans​, feet that make haste to run to evil, 

19 ​a false witness​ who ​breathes out lies​, and ​one who sows discord​ ​among brothers​. 
 

Psalm 43:1 ESV 

1 ​Vindicate me​, O God, and ​defend my cause​ against an ungodly people, ​from the deceitful​ and ​unjust 

man​  ​deliver me​! 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ESV 

5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom 

of God, for which you are also suffering-- 

6 ​since indeed​  ​God considers it just​ to ​repay with affliction​  ​those who afflict you​, 
7 and ​to grant relief to you​  ​who are afflicted​ as well as to us, ​when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven​ with his mighty angels 

8 ​in flaming fire​,  ​inflicting vengeance​ on ​those who do not know God​ and on ​those who do not obey​ the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

9 They will ​suffer the punishment of eternal destruction​, ​away from the presence of the Lord​ and ​from 

the glory of his might​, 
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10 ​when he comes on that day​ to ​be glorified in his saints​, and to be marveled at among all who have 

believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 

 

God’s Judgement Against Unjust Rulers 
 

Psalm 94:20-23 ESV 

20 ​Can wicked rulers​ be ​allied with you​, those who ​frame injustice​ ​by statute​? 

21 They ​band together against the life​ of ​the righteous​ and ​condemn the innocent​ ​to death​. 
22 But the LORD has become my stronghold, and my God the rock of my refuge. 

23 ​He will​  ​bring back on them​  ​their iniquity​ and ​wipe them out​  ​for their wickedness​;  ​the LORD our God 

will wipe them out​. 
 

Isaiah 10:1-4 NASB 

1 ​Woe to those​ who ​enact evil statutes​  and to those who ​constantly record unjust decisions​, 
2 So as ​to deprive the needy of justice​ and ​rob the poor of My people​ of ​their rights​, so that ​widows​ may 

be their spoil and that they may plunder the ​orphans​. 
3 Now ​what will you do​ in ​the day of punishment​, and ​in the devastation​  ​which will come​ from afar?  ​To 

whom will you flee​  ​for help​?  And ​where will you leave​  ​your wealth​? 

4 ​Nothing remains​ but ​to crouch among the captives​  or  ​fall among the slain​.  In spite of all this, ​His 

anger does not turn away​ and ​His hand is still stretched out​. 
 

Psalm 35:1-18 ESV Of David.  

1 Contend, O LORD, with those who contend with me; fight against those who fight against me! 

2 Take hold of shield and buckler and rise for my help! 

3 Draw the spear and javelin against my pursuers! Say to my soul, "I am your salvation!" 

4 Let them be put to shame and dishonor who seek after my life! Let them be turned back and 

disappointed who devise evil against me! 

5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the LORD driving them away! 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, with the angel of the LORD pursuing them! 

7 For without cause they hid their net for me; without cause they dug a pit for my life. 

8 Let destruction come upon him when he does not know it! And let the net that he hid ensnare him; let 

him fall into it--to his destruction! 

9 Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD, exulting in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, "O LORD, who is like you, delivering the poor from him who is too strong for 

him, the poor and needy from him who robs him?" 

11 Malicious witnesses rise up; they ask me of things that I do not know. 

12 They repay me evil for good; my soul is bereft. 

13 But I, when they were sick-- I wore sackcloth; I afflicted myself with fasting; I prayed with head bowed 

on my chest. 

14 I went about as though I grieved for my friend or my brother; as one who laments his mother, I bowed 

down in mourning. 

15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered; they gathered together against me; wretches whom 

I did not know tore at me without ceasing; 

16 like profane mockers at a feast, they gnash at me with their teeth. 
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17 How long, O Lord, will you look on? Rescue me from their destruction, my precious life from the lions! 

18 I will thank you in the great congregation; in the mighty throng I will praise you. 

 

Psalm 69:4-5 ESV Of David 

4 More in number than the hairs of my head are those who hate me without cause; mighty are those 

who would destroy me, those who attack me with lies. What I did not steal must I now restore? 

5 O God, you know my folly; the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you. 

 

Psalm 69:18-28  ESV Of David 

18 Draw near to my soul, redeem me; ransom me because of my enemies! 

19 You know my reproach, and my shame and my dishonor; my foes are all known to you. 

20 Reproaches have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was none, and 

for comforters, but I found none. 

21 They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. 

22 Let their own table before them become a snare; and when they are at peace, let it become a trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see, and make their loins tremble continually. 

24 Pour out your indignation upon them, and let your burning anger overtake them. 

25 May their camp be a desolation; let no one dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom you have struck down, and they recount the pain of those you have 

wounded. 

27 Add to them punishment upon punishment; may they have no acquittal from you. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among the righteous. 

 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 ESV 

18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew; then you showed me their deeds. 

19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against me they devised 

schemes, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, that 

his name be remembered no more." 

20 But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind, let me see your 

vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 

 

Jeremiah 18:18-23 ESV 

18 Then they said, "Come, let us make plots against Jeremiah, for the law shall not perish from the priest, 

nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, let us strike him with the tongue, and 

let us not pay attention to any of his words." 

19 Hear me, O LORD, and listen to the voice of my adversaries. 

20 Should good be repaid with evil? Yet they have dug a pit for my life. Remember how I stood before 

you to speak good for them, to turn away your wrath from them. 

21 Therefore deliver up their children to famine; give them over to the power of the sword; let their wives 

become childless and widowed. May their men meet death by pestilence, their youths be struck down by 

the sword in battle. 

22 May a cry be heard from their houses, when you bring the plunderer suddenly upon them! For they 

have dug a pit to take me and laid snares for my feet. 
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23 Yet you, O LORD, know all their plotting to kill me. Forgive not their iniquity, nor blot out their sin from 

your sight. Let them be overthrown before you; deal with them in the time of your anger. 

 

Psalm 94:1-7 ESV 

1 O LORD, God of vengeance, O God of vengeance, shine forth! 

2 Rise up, O judge of the earth; repay to the proud what they deserve! 

3 O LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked exult? 

4 They pour out their arrogant words; all the evildoers boast. 

5 They crush your people, O LORD, and afflict your heritage. 

6 They kill the widow and the sojourner, and murder the fatherless; 

7 and they say, "The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob does not perceive." 

 

Romans 12:17-21 ESV 

17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 

20 To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by 

so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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