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Proverbs 29:25 CSB 

25 The ​fear of mankind​ is a ​snare​, but the one ​who trusts in the LORD​ is ​protected​.  
 

Luke 12:11-12 ESV 

11 And ​when they bring you before​ the ​synagogues​ and the ​rulers​ and the ​authorities​, ​do not be anxious 

about ​how you should defend yourself​ or ​what you should say​, 
12 for ​the Holy Spirit will teach you​ in ​that very hour​ what ​you ought to say​." 

 

Matthew 10:16-20 ESV 

16 Behold, ​I am sending you out​ as ​sheep​ in ​the midst of wolves​, so ​be wise as serpents​ and ​innocent as 

doves​. 
17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 

18 and ​you will be dragged before governors​ and ​kings​ for my sake, to ​bear witness before them​ and ​the 

Gentiles​. 
19 When they deliver you over, ​do not be anxious how you are to speak​ or ​what you are to say​, for ​what you 

are to say​ will ​be given to you​ in ​that hour​. 
20 For ​it is not you who speak​, but ​the Spirit of your Father​  ​speaking through you​. 
 

Galatians 1:6-10 ESV 

6 ​I am astonished​ that you are ​so quickly deserting him​ who ​called you in the grace of Christ​ and are ​turning 

to a different gospel​-- 
7 not that there is another one, but ​there are some​ who ​trouble you​ and ​want to distort​ the ​gospel of Christ​. 
8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should ​preach to you a gospel​  ​contrary to the one we preached to 

you​, ​let him be accursed​. 
9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If ​anyone is preaching to you​ a ​gospel contrary to the one​  ​you 

received​, ​let him be accursed​. 
10 For ​am I now seeking​ the ​approval of man​, or ​of God​? Or am I ​trying to please man​? If I were ​still trying to 

please man​, I ​would not be a servant​  ​of Christ​. 
 

● Living your life to please a man or woman, because they are requiring that you do so, means you are no 

longer living to please and serve God. 

● Men and women usurp control over other’s lives for selfish advantage: money, power, position, fame, 

ego. 

● Men and women usurp control over other’s lives by enticement or intimidation.   

 

Matthew 20:25-26 ESV 

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles ​lord​ it ​over them​, and 

their great ones ​exercise authority​  ​over them​. 
26 It ​shall not be so​  ​among you​. But ​whoever would be great​ among you must be your servant. 
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1 Peter 5:2-3 ESV 

2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, ​exercising oversight​... 
3 ​not domineering over​ those in your charge, but ​being examples​ to the flock. 

 

Matthew 23:1-7 CSB 

1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples: 

2 The scribes and the Pharisees are ​seated in the chair of Moses​. 
3 Therefore ​do whatever they tell you​, and observe it. But ​don't do what they do​, because ​they don't 

practice​  ​what they teach​. 
4 They ​tie up heavy loads​ that ​are hard to carry​ and ​put them on people's shoulders​, but ​they themselves 

aren't willing​ to ​lift a finger​ to ​move them​. 
5 They ​do everything to​ be ​seen by others​: They enlarge their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels. 

6 They ​love the place of honor​ at banquets, the front seats in the synagogues, 

7 greetings in the marketplaces, and ​to be called​ '​Rabbi​' by people.  

 

Matthew 23:13 CSB 

13 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You ​shut the door of the kingdom of heaven​ in people's 

faces.  For ​you don't go in​, and ​you don't allow those entering​ to ​go in​. 
 

Hebrews 8:10-11 ESV 

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I 

will ​put my laws into their minds​, and ​write them on their hearts​, and ​I will be their God​, and they shall 

be my people. 

11 And ​they shall not teach​, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, '​Know the Lord​,' for 

they shall all know me​, from ​the least​ of them ​to the greatest​. 
 

Galatians 2:1-5 ESV 

1 Then after fourteen years ​I went up​ again ​to Jerusalem​ with Barnabas, ​taking Titus along​ with me. 

2 I went up ​because of a revelation​ and ​set before them​ (though privately before those who seemed 

influential) ​the gospel that I proclaim​  ​among the Gentiles​, in order ​to make sure​ I ​was not running​ or ​had not 

run in vain​. 
3 But ​even Titus​, who was with me, ​was not forced to be circumcised​, ​though he was a Greek​. 
4 Yet ​because of false brothers​  ​secretly brought in​--who slipped in to ​spy out our freedom​ that ​we have in 

Christ Jesus​, so that they ​might bring us into slavery​-- 
5 ​to them​ we ​did not yield in submission​  ​even for a moment​, so that ​the truth of the gospel​ might ​be 

preserved​ for you. 

 

Galatians 2:11-13 ESV 

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, ​I opposed him to his face​, because he ​stood condemned​. 
12 For ​before certain men came​ from James, he ​was eating with the Gentiles​; but ​when they came​ he ​drew 

back​ and ​separated himself​, ​fearing the circumcision party​. 
13 And ​the rest of the Jews​  ​acted hypocritically along with him​, so that ​even Barnabas was led astray​ by their 

hypocrisy. 
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Galatians 4:17 ESV 

17 They ​make much of you​, but ​for no good purpose​.  They ​want to shut you out​, that ​you may make much of 

them​. 
 

Galatians 5:1 ESV 

1 ​For freedom​  ​Christ has set us free​;  ​stand firm therefore​, and do not submit again to ​a yoke of slavery​. 
 

Galatians 5:7-12 ESV 

7 You were running well.  ​Who hindered you​ from ​obeying the truth​? 

8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 

9 ​A little leaven​  ​leavens the whole lump​. 
10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and ​the one who is troubling you​ will ​bear 

the penalty​, ​whoever he is​. 
11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, ​why am I still being persecuted​? In that case ​the offense of the 

cross​ has ​been removed​. 
12 I wish ​those who unsettle you​ would ​emasculate themselves​! 
 

1 Peter 2:13-17 ESV 

13 ​Be subject​ for the Lord's sake to ​every human institution​, whether it be ​to the emperor​ as supreme, 

14 or ​to governors​ as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 

15 For ​this is the will of God​, that ​by doing good​ you should ​put to silence​ the ​ignorance of foolish people​. 
16 ​Live as people​  ​who are free​, ​not using your freedom​ as ​a cover-up for evil​, but ​living as servants of God​. 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

 

Acts 5:27-29 ESV 

27 And when they had brought them, they ​set them​  ​before the council​. And ​the high priest questioned them​, 
28 saying, "We ​strictly charged you​  ​not to teach in this name​, yet here ​you have filled Jerusalem​ with ​your 

teaching​, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us." 

29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We ​must obey God​  ​rather than men​. 
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