
Faith To Be Citizens 
October 25, 2020 

 

 

Christians are commanded to pray for our leaders, honor the king and live peaceably 
with all men. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 ESV 

1 First of all, then, I urge that ​supplications​, ​prayers​, ​intercessions​, and ​thanksgivings be made​  ​for all people​, 
2 ​for kings​ and ​all who are in high positions​, that we may ​lead a peaceful​ and ​quiet life​, ​godly​ and ​dignified​ in 

every way. 

3 ​This is good​, and ​it is pleasing​ in ​the sight of God​ our Savior, 

4 who ​desires all people​ to ​be saved​ and ​to come​ to ​the knowledge of the truth​. 
 

1 Peter 2:13-17 ESV 

13 ​Be subject​ for ​the Lord's sake​ to ​every human institution​, whether it be ​to the emperor​ as supreme, 

14 or ​to governors​ as ​sent by him​ to ​punish those who do evil​ and to ​praise those who do good​. 
15 For ​this is the will of God​, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

16 ​Live as​ people ​who are free​, ​not using your freedom​ as a ​cover-up for evil​, but ​living as servants of God​. 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. ​Honor the emperor​. 
 

● Written 62-63.  ​Peter is believed to have been martyred, along with Paul, in the persecution by Nero in 

64-65.  

● Nero ruled Rome from 54 to 68. 

● 1 Peter 5:13 ESV   ​“She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, 

my son.” 

 

Jeremiah 29:1-14 ESV 

1 These are ​the words of the letter​ that ​Jeremiah the prophet​  ​sent from Jerusalem​  ​to the surviving elders of 

the exiles​, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, ​whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile​  ​from 

Jerusalem to Babylon​. 
2 This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the 

craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem. 

3 ​The letter was sent​ by ​the hand of Elasah​ the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah 

king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 

4 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles ​whom I have sent into exile​  ​from Jerusalem to 

Babylon​: 
5 ​Build houses​ and ​live in them​; ​plant gardens​ and ​eat their produce​. 
6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that 

they may bear sons and daughters; ​multiply there​, and ​do not decrease​. 
7 But ​seek the welfare of the city​  ​where I have sent you​ into exile, and ​pray to the LORD on its behalf​, for ​in its 

welfare​  ​you will find your welfare​. 
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8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ​Do not let your prophets​ and ​your diviners​ who are among 

you ​deceive you​, and ​do not listen to the dreams​ that ​they dream​, 
9 for ​it is a lie​ that ​they are prophesying to you​ in my name; ​I did not send them​, declares the LORD. 

10 "For thus says the LORD: ​When seventy years are completed​ for Babylon, ​I will visit you​, and ​I will fulfill to 

you my promise​ and ​bring you back​ to this place. 

11 For ​I know the plans I have for you​, declares the LORD, ​plans for welfare​ and ​not for evil​, to ​give you a future 

and ​a hope​. 
12 Then ​you will call upon me​ and come and pray to me, and ​I will hear you​. 
13 ​You will seek me​ and ​find me​, when you seek me with all your heart. 

14 ​I will be found by you​, declares the LORD, and ​I will restore your fortunes​ and ​gather you from all the nations 

and ​all the places​ ​where I have driven you​, declares the LORD, and ​I will bring you back​ to the place ​from which I 

sent you into exile​. 
 

Matthew 5:13-14 ESV 

13 ​You are​ the ​salt of the earth​, but ​if salt has lost its taste​, how shall its saltiness be restored? ​It is no longer 

good​ for ​anything except to be thrown out​ and ​trampled under people's feet​. 
14 ​You are​ ​the light of the world​. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

 

 

There is a Biblical distinction between being carnal (sinful) and being evil (wicked). 
● Hebrew ​“ra”​ - used interchangeably for evil and wickedness in OT. 

● Greek ​“kukos”​ - used interchangeably for evil and wickedness in NT. 

● Greek ​“hamartia”​ to miss the mark, to err, violate God's law 

● Both the carnal and the evil will be damned to Hell. 

● Both the carnal and the evil do harm and injury to others. 

● The evil, deliberately with premeditation, seek to harm and destroy.  

● There is the element of malice that is missing with the carnal. 

 

Proverbs 6:12-19 ESV 

12 A ​worthless​ person, a ​wicked​ man, goes about with ​crooked speech​, 
13 winks with his eyes, signals with his feet, points with his finger, 

14 ​with perverted heart​  ​devises evil​,  ​continually sowing discord​; 
15 therefore ​calamity will come upon him suddenly​; in a moment ​he will be broken​  ​beyond healing​. 
16 There are ​six things that​  ​the LORD hates​, seven that ​are an abomination​ to him: 

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and ​hands that shed innocent blood​, 
18 a heart that ​devises wicked plans​, feet that ​make haste​ to ​run to evil​, 
19 a false witness who ​breathes out lies​, and one who ​sows discord among brothers​. 
 

Romans 1:24-32 ESV 

24 Therefore ​God gave them up​ in ​the lusts of their hearts​  ​to impurity​, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, 

25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
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26 For this reason ​God gave them up​ to dishonorable passions. For their women ​exchanged natural relations​ for 

those that are contrary to nature​; 
27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 

another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, ​God gave them up to a debased mind​ to ​do what ought 

not to be done​. 
29 They were ​filled with all manner​ of ​unrighteousness​, ​evil​, ​covetousness​, ​malice​. They are ​full of envy​, ​murder​, 
strife​, ​deceit​, ​maliciousness​. They are gossips, 

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, ​inventors of evil​, disobedient to parents, 

31 foolish, faithless, ​heartless​, ​ruthless​. 
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only 

do them but give approval to those who practice them. 

 

Joe Biden: 

● would make abortion “the law of the land” 
● will restore funding to Planned Parenthood 
● would repeal the Hyde Amendment which bans the use of federal funds for abortion 
● officiates a gay wedding at his home August 1, 2016 
● promises “zero discrimination” for transgenders, including children 
● chose VP running mate ranked more liberal than Bernie Sanders 
● Biden's website calls the Green New Deal "a crucial framework for meeting the climate 

challenges we face." 
● Stated in 2019 that he would eliminate fracking 
● has allegedly profited from business relationships with our nation’s enemies 

 

 

God is able to save and change the heart of an ungodly ruler. 
 

Read Daniel, chapters 2-3, for a glimpse into Nebuchadnezzar’s character. 

 

Daniel 4:29-37 ESV 

29 At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 

30 and the king answered and said, "Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal 

residence and for the glory of my majesty?" 

31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, "O King Nebuchadnezzar, to 

you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 

32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you 

shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most 

High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will." 

33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass 

like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, and his nails 

were like birds' claws. 

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I 

blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
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35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of 

heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, "What have you 

done?" 

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor 

returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more 

greatness was added to me. 

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his 

ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
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