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Why Freedom Of Choice Is So Important

● When people are manipulated, coerced or oppressed to think, speak, act or live a certain way, they are

robbed of the most important choice they will ever make, to serve God with a willing mind and their

whole heart.

● The more a person is controlled by another, the less opportunity and freedom they have to discover and

choose what they believe and how they will live their lives.  For example, a child whose growth into

maturity is retarded by an overbearing and controlling parent.

● As Christians, we are respectful and kind to all, and submissive to God-ordained authority; but the more

our motives or affections are to appease a man or authority more than, or instead of, pleasing God, then

we are severed from a living, growing, healthy relationship with God.

Luke 22:24-26 ESV

24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest.

25 And he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority

over them are called benefactors.

26 But not so with you.  Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as

one who serves.

Matthew 23:4 ESV

4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are

not willing to move them with their finger.

Galatians 1:10 ESV

10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still

trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.

Romans 12:2 ESV

2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Hebrews 5:14 ESV

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant

practice to distinguish good from evil.

1 Peter 2:16-17 ESV

16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of

God.

17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
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The Freedom Christ Purchased For Us

● By dying on the cross in our place, for our sins and punishment, Jesus reconciled us to our Heavenly

Father, “for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.”

● Because we are individually and personally reunited with Father, we no longer know God vicariously

through another man, such as a mediator, priest or prophet.

Galatians 5:1 ESV

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Galatians 2:4-5 ESV

4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in--who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have

in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery--

5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be

preserved for you.

Galatians 2:11-12 ESV

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.

12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he

drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.

Galatians 1:8 ESV

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached

to you, let him be accursed.

Luke 17:1-2 ESV

1 And he said to his disciples, "Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom

they come!

2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than

that he should cause one of these little ones to sin.

Conditioned and Coerced By The Culture?

Ephesians 2:1-2 ESV

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins

2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the

air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.

Romans 12:2 ESV

2 Do not be conformed (syschēmatizō) to this world, but be transformed (metamorphoō) by the renewal

of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and

perfect.
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2 Corinthians 10:3-6 ESV

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.

4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.

5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every

thought captive to obey Christ,

6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.

Conditioned and Coerced By The Church?

1 Corinthians 5:1-13 ESV

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated

even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife.

2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from

among you.

3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced

judgment on the one who did such a thing.

4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our

Lord Jesus,

5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in

the day of the Lord.

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?

7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with

the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people--

10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since

then you would need to go out of the world.

11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is

guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler--not even to eat with

such a one.

12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to

judge?

13 God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you."

Romans 14:1-10 ESV

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.

2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.

3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass

judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.

4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or

falls.  And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
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5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one

should be fully convinced in his own mind.

6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the

Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives

thanks to God.

7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.

8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or

whether we die, we are the Lord's.

9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all

stand before the judgment seat of God.
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