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As Our Freedoms Disappear, How Do We Live And Conduct Our Lives?

Daniel 6:1-28 ESV

1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom;

2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so

that the king might suffer no loss.

3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit

was in him.  And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the

kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault

was found in him.

5 Then these men said, "We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in

connection with the law of his God."

6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, "O King Darius, live

forever!

7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed

that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or

man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law

of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked."

9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his

upper chamber open toward Jerusalem.  He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave

thanks before his God, as he had done previously.

11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God.

12 Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, "O king! Did you not sign an

injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be

cast into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing stands fast, according to the law of the

Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked."

13 Then they answered and said before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention

to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he

labored till the sun went down to rescue him.

15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it is a law of the

Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed."

16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions.  The king declared to

Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!"

17 And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and

with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.
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18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep

fled from him.

19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions.

20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel,

"O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from

the lions?"

21 Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever!

22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found

blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm."

23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den.  So Daniel was

taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the

den of lions--they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions

overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: "Peace be

multiplied to you.

26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he

is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end.

27 He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from

the power of the lions."

28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Daniel had the position, the authority, the leverage, the influence, to do something about this
injunction, and yet, when he knew the document had been signed, did nothing to try and stop the
decree.

Instead he went home, opened his window (he could have prayed with his window closed) and
prayed as always, but now in direct and open civil disobedience.

Daniel trusted in God instead of trusting in his position, the government or world system.
● Unholy alliances are treacherous and never last.
● Without genuine regeneration, the surrounding culture cannot be reformed to tolerate or condone

Christianity.
● We cannot resort to the same methods as the world to try and protect ourselves and our liberties.
● If Self has not been dethroned by the Lordship of Jesus, pride and selfishness will rule the heart and God’s

Truth will be hated.
● Trying to make the world a better place without the Lordship of Jesus is like asking the Antichrist to be

nicer.

Daniel 6:10 ESV

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his

upper chamber open toward Jerusalem.  He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave

thanks before his God, as he had done previously.
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Galatians 2:4-5 ESV

4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in--who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in

Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery--

5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be

preserved for you.

Daniel 6:13-14 ESV

13 Then they answered and said before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention

to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel.  And he

labored till the sun went down to rescue him.

Daniel 6:23 ESV

23 So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his

God.

2 Corinthians 6:14 ESV

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  For what partnership has righteousness with

lawlessness?  Or what fellowship has light with darkness?

John 2:23-25 ESV

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the

signs that he was doing.

24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people

25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

Proverbs 23:6-8 NASB20

6 Do not eat the bread of a selfish person; Or desire his delicacies;

7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you, "Eat and drink!" But his heart is not with you.

8 You will vomit up the morsel you have eaten And waste your compliments.

Matthew 27:3-5 ESV

3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back

the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders,

4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us? See to it yourself."

5 And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself.

Jeremiah 17:5-8 ESV

5 Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart

turns away from the LORD.

6 He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come.  He shall dwell in the parched places

of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.
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8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat

comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear

fruit."

Luke 16:1-9 ESV

1 He also said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to

him that this man was wasting his possessions.

2 And he called him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your

management, for you can no longer be manager.'

3 And the manager said to himself, 'What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away

from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.

4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into

their houses.'

5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, 'How much do you owe my

master?'

6 He said, 'A hundred measures of oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.'

7 Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' He said, 'A hundred measures of wheat.' He said

to him, 'Take your bill, and write eighty.'

8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness.  For the sons of this world are more

shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.

9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they

may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

Luke 12:57-59 ESV

57 And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?

58 As you go with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest

he drag you to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison.

59 I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.
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