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1 John 2:1-2 ESV

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an

advocate (paraklētos - comforter, advocate, consoler, intercessor, helper, called to one's side, one who pleads

another's cause before a judge, counsel for defense) with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

● Not sinning (pleasing God) is always the intent and the goal of the child of God.  The standard of holiness

is never compromised nor diminished, though we will never reach sinless perfection in this life.

● Since Jesus bore God’s wrath and punishment for our sin, taking our place on the cross (propitiation), He

is the perfect advocate to plead on our behalf.

Currently, in the United States, we are facing a crisis of authority, trust, and transparency.  What

authority can be trusted?

Revelation 5:1-14 ESV

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the

back, sealed with seven seals.

2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its

seals?"

3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,

4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.

5 And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of

David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals."

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as

though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent

out into all the earth.

7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.

8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before

the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were

slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and

nation,

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many

angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,

12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is

in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and

might forever and ever!"
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14 And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Hebrews 2:17-18 ESV

17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

● Jesus’ present-day ministry to the Christian is two-fold:

○ the forgiveness of our sins

○ providing aid when we are tempted

Hebrews 4:14-16 ESV

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold

fast our confession.

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to

help in time of need.

● (sympatheō - to be afflicted with the same feeling as another, moved with compassion, to commiserate)

Hebrews 5:1-2 ESV

1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer

gifts and sacrifices for sins.

2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness.

Hebrews 7:20-26 ESV

20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath,

21 but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not

change his mind, 'You are a priest forever.'"

22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office,

24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.

25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always

lives to make intercession for them.

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from

sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
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