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Project Eli exists to save lives and prevent harm. 
We raise awareness about today’s drug 
landscape—a supply that’s often contaminated 
with illicit fentanyl or other synthetic drugs- that 
are highly addictive and lethal. This deception 
fuels addiction, overdose risk, severe withdrawal, 
and relapse. We also spotlight how social media 
can amplify these dangers and more. We equip 
communities with education, practical resources, 
and peer support.

We’re a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in 
Seal Beach, California.



Today, I will:

Share my story- my son Elijah, the Snapchat lawsuit, Justice, advocacy and 
legislative work.Share

Provide you with information on online harms.Provide
Discuss safety risks on platforms like YouTube, Roblox/gaming, AI chatbots, 
and social media.Discuss

Offer myself as an ongoing resource for your community.Offer

Equip you with practical tools to help protect children online. Equip

Daniel Elijah 
Figueroa 

My beautiful Christmas baby—thoughtful, 
sweet, curious, creative, talented, and truly 
smart. He was kind. He was my only, and the 
motivation behind so much of what I do. He 
worked hard on healthy coping skills and 
found peace and joy in reaffirming his faith in 
Jesus but still struggled. He was young.

In September 2020, at the height of the 
pandemic, resources and support were 
scarce. Social media had become 
everyone’s pastime. That’s when we 
received the worst news a parent can hear: 
Elijah had died. He had taken a pill that 
wasn’t prescribed to him. It looked like a 
legitimate pharmaceutical, but it was 
counterfeit. 



Daniel Elijah 
Figueroa
• Elijah was 20 years old—working, 

planning for college, and full of hope.
• One pill was strong enough to kill him.
• The person who sold Elijah, the 

counterfeit pills was federally prosecuted 
for distribute of illicit fentanyl and other 
drugs. 

• Elijah connected with his perpetrator via 
Snapchat. 

 D R U G  E N F O R C E M E N T  A D M I N I ST R AT I O N  •  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  A l e r t

What Every Parent and 
Caregiver Needs to Know 
About FAKE PILLS

*Photos of fake pills do not 
represent all available fake pills.

What is fentanyl?

Visit www.dea.gov/onepill for more information and resources for parents and caregivers

Data as of September 2022

 —  It is a deadly synthetic opioid that is being 
pressed into fake pills or cut into heroin, cocaine, 
and other street drugs to drive addiction. 

AUTHENTIC
oxycodone  
M30 tablets

*FAKE 
oxycodone M30 tablets 

containing fentanyl

FENTANYL IS

What are fake pills?
 —  The Sinaloa Cartel and Cartel de Jalisco Nueva Generacion are making fentanyl and pressing 
it into fake pills. Fake pills are made to look like OxyContin®, Xanax®, Adderall®, and other 
pharmaceuticals. These fake pills contain no legitimate medicine.

 —  Fentanyl is also made in a rainbow of colors so it looks like candy.

*FAKE 
rainbow oxycodone M30 tablets containing fentanyl

 It only takes a very 
small dose of fentanyl – 2 
milligrams – to be lethal, such as 
the amount found on the tip of a pencil.What are the physical and mental 

e!ects of fentanyl?
 —  Fentanyl use can cause confusion, drowsiness, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, changes in pupil size, 
cold and clammy skin, coma, and respiratory failure leading to death.

Why is fentanyl so dangerous?
 —  DEA lab testing reveals that four out of 
every ten fake pills with fentanyl contain a 
potentially lethal dose.

50 x
MORE POTENT
THAN HEROIN



Drug traffickers have turned 
smartphones into one-stop shops to 
market, sell, buy, and deliver deadly 
fake prescription pills and other 
dangerous drugs.

They advertise on social media 
platforms like Facebook, Instagram, 
Snapchat, TikTok, Twitter, and 
YouTube. These advertisements 
appear in disappearing messages, 24-
hour stories, and posts.

These code words and emojis are 
designed to evade detection.

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

This reference guide is intended to give parents, caregivers, educators, and other influencers a 
better sense of how emojis are being used in conjunction with illegal drugs. Fake prescription 
pills, commonly laced with deadly fentanyl and methamphetamine, are often sold on social 
media and e-commerce platforms – making them available to anyone with a smartphone.

EMOJI DRUG CODE | DECODED

COMMON EMOJI CODES

COCAINEMETH

MARIJUANA

ADDERALL 

FAKE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

MDMA & MOLLIES

XANAXPERCOCET & OXYCODONE

COUGH SYRUP

DEALER ADVERTISING UNIVERSAL FOR DRUGS LARGE BATCH

MUSHROOMS

HIGH POTENCY

#ONEPILLCANKILL
dea.gov/onepill

HEROIN

DEALER SIGNALS

OTHER DRUGS 

Disclaimer: These emojis reflect common examples found in DEA investigations. 
This list is not all-inclusive, and the images above are a representative sample.

A -

What’s Going 
On?

1. Children are being exposed to predators that you never 
knew existed

2. Drugs sales and marketing
3. Apps are designed to make you spend time on its site, 

leading to online addiction 
4. Exploitation
5. Bullying
6. Extortion
7. Fraud
8. Child Sex Trafficking
9. Exposure to inappropriate and often pornographic content
10.AI generated images of child sexual abuse flooding 

internet
11.Sextortion



More Info to 
consider…

•Snapchat: Disappearing messages and other features; Risk of 
manipulation to inflate Snap Scores; may recommend strangers as 
“friends.” More than 3 billion Snaps are sent daily.

•TikTok: Approximately 150 million Americans use the platform; 
about two-thirds of youth are on TikTok; widely described as highly 
addictive.

•Instagram: The algorithm can surface content that may be harmful 
or inappropriate. 

•Facebook: Similar to Instagram; both platforms are owned by 
Meta. 

•Video games: Some perpetrators target children via online games 
(e.g., Roblox), then lure them to other platforms (e.g., WhatsApp) 
for grooming.

•WhatsApp: Owned by Meta; concerns about safety for children
and disappearing features.

•iMessage (Apple Messages): Recent sextortion scams.

•AI chatbots: About 72% of American teens have used an AI 
chatbot; some impersonate celebrities; interactions can include 
grooming, violence, self-harm, or harm to others.







Setting Healthy 
Boundaries Helps 
Protect Children



Let’s Talk

Technology is 
constantly changing.

Never Stop 
Learning!



AI BOTS vs. CHILDREN

AI BOTS vs. CHILDREN



AI BOTS vs. CHILDREN

Leave Our 
Kids 
Alone!



Pearls Of Wisdom:

Asking for help is a 
sign of strength, 
and professional 
support can help 

you through.

Save your child's 
passwords. 

Add Naloxone to 
your first aid kit.

Don’t count on 
others to educate  

your kids or tell you 
what’s going on.

Get involved. 
Spend time with 
your kids. Get to 

know their friends. 

Disconnect from the 
internet and your 
phone. Be a role 

model.

Remember: The 
human brain is not 
fully developed until 

the age of 24.

Create an “exit 
plan” to help your 
child while under 
peer pressured

Advocate. Be the 
change!

Children need our 
presence, patience, 
love, guidance, and 
support now more 

than ever.



Let’s keep in touch!

Facebook: 
@ProjectEli

Instagram: 
@Elijahs.Mama

Additional 
Resources:

Article: How Do We Protect Children in the Age of AI? (Source: 
Stanford Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence)

Event: Register for Live Q&A: How To Advocate for a Tech-Safe School 
Year / September 26 @ 12pm ET / 9am PT (Hosted by Scrolling 2 
Death)

Toolkit: Action toolkit: Empowering families, policymakers, 
advocates, and survivors to protect children from sexual abuse online 
(Created by: Heat Initiative)

• Toolkit: AI Literacy Toolkit for Families (Source: Common Sense 
Education)

• Webinar: Register for Supporting Young People of All Abilities in 
Grief / October 9 @ 2pm ET / 11am PT(Source: New York Life 
Foundation)


