Swiftwater Rescue Li origin

park

E—

The Falls of the Ohio have played a pivotal role in shaping the history and development of
the Ohio River region. For centuries, this natural limestone formation created a series of
rapids that made navigation along the river both challenging and strategic. The need to dock
around the falls influenced early trade, settlement patterns, and ultimately contributed to
the establishment of Louisville, Kentucky, and Clarksville, Indiana, as key riverfront
communities. These cities grew at this strategic point on the river, becoming hubs for
commerce, transportation, and cultural exchange.
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Today, the Falls of Ohio continues to serve as a

unique and critical location for river safety. It is
home to the only inland Coast Guard station in
the United States, a testament to the inherent
challenges posed by swift water and rapids in
the area. The station’s presence underscores
the importance of rapid-response capabilities,

specialized training, and a deep understanding
of river dynamics for successful water rescue

operations. Seasonal changes, fluctuating water
levels, and unpredictable currents all demand
that rescuers are exceptionally well-prepared,

reinforcing the need for controlled
environments to train and practice these life-
saving skills.

Even in the 19th century, adventurous
travelers faced significant risks
navigating these waters. In early

December 1883, George Gardner and

William Eckman paddled their canoes

through the Falls of the Ohio, relying on
local knowledge and skill to navigate the
treacherous rapids, hidden rocks, and
hydraulic “holes” that could overturn a
craft in seconds. Their journey
exemplifies the courage, preparation, and
expertise required to safely traverse swift
water.

Photograph provided by the Town of Clarksville,
Indiana Fire Department.



Our facility, Wildwater at Origin Park, will provide an unparalleled opportunity to support
these critical missions. Designed as a controlled training environment, it will allow local first
responders, fire departments, and other water rescue teams to conduct swiftwater and flood

rescue training safely and effectively. Trainees will gain hands-on experience navigating
simulated rapids, practicing rescue techniques, and mastering the skills required to respond
confidently to real-world emergencies.

By offering this localized training
resource, the facility not only
strengthens community preparedness
but also honors the long-standing
relationship between the Ohio River
and the people who have relied on it
for centuries. It bridges the historic
significance of the river highlighted by
the daring passage of George Gardner
and William Eckman with modern
safety and conservation practices,
ensuring that the Ohio River continues
to be a place of both opportunity and
safety for generations to come.
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