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Leading with Purpose

Tara N. Burgess
Chief Executive Offi cer
EPIC – Every Person
Infl uences Children

When families feel 
supported, children 
thrive. That belief 
guides everything 

we do at EPIC.

As EPIC – Every Person Infl uences Children closes its 45th year of service to families 
and children, I am fi lled with grati tude and opti mism for what lies ahead. This Impact 
Report refl ects the strength of EPIC’s mission and the collecti ve eff ort of families, staff , 
board members, partners, and supporters who believe that when caregivers are 
supported, children can thrive.

Families today are facing growing pressures and fewer supports at criti cal 
moments in their lives. EPIC exists to walk alongside families, off ering educati on, 
connecti on, and preventi on-focused support that builds confi dence, resilience, 
and strong foundati ons for children. The 
stories and outcomes shared in these 
pages demonstrate the power of meeti ng 
families where they are and responding with 
compassion, respect, and practi cal tools.

This past year was also a meaningful milestone for EPIC. Celebrati ng 45 
years allowed us to refl ect on our roots while recommitti  ng to the future. 
We strengthened relati onships, expanded community engagement, 
and focused intenti onally on stewardship and sustainability to ensure 
EPIC remains a trusted resource for families for generati ons to come.

I would also like to recognize an important leadership transiti on within 
our Board of Directors. In 2025, Sam Costa concluded four years as 
Board Chair. His leadership, counsel, and steady support were invaluable 
to me and to EPIC during his tenure. As we look ahead, we are pleased 
to welcome Brielynn Bell as Board Chair, and I look forward to conti nuing 
our strong partnership in the year ahead.

None of this work would be possible without the generosity and trust of our donors, partners, and community 
supporters. Your belief in EPIC allows us to respond to emerging needs, invest in preventi on, and strengthen 
families before challenges become crises. Every contributi on, fi nancial, in kind, or through advocacy, plays a 
vital role in the impact you see here.

Thank you for being part of EPIC’s story. Together, we are building a future where families feel supported, 
children feel safe, and communiti es grow stronger.

With grati tude,

Tara N. Burgess 
Chief Executi ve Offi  cer

(Left to Right) Sam Costa, Board Chair; 
Hope Wilson Hawkins, daughter of EPIC Founder 
Robert L. Wilson; Tara N. Burgess, celebrate EPIC’s 
45th Anniversary at the “Honoring Legacy & 
Celebrating Service” event on November 13, 2025.
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Our Mission
Strengthening families and building  
community to raise children who make  
a positive impact in the world.

Guided by Our Values

Our Mission, Vision & Values

Our Vision
A world where every child has a strong  
start and a promising future.

Everything we do at EPIC is grounded  
in three core beliefs: 

We value all children and their potential  
to shape our future. 

We value all families as the core foundation  
of a child’s growth and wellbeing. 

We value all communities and our combined  
ability to educate, advocate, and support  

children and families. 
 

EPIC is there for families when they need support most, helping caregivers feel capable, connected, 
and not alone, so children can grow up healthy, safe, and supported. 

Our programs focus on building strong relationships and giving families the tools they need to  
thrive, now and in the future. 
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Family Engagement Parenting

Families strengthen connections, 
reduce isolation, and build 
supportive networks that help 
them thrive together at home 
and in their communities. 

  Ready, Set, Read! 
 Storytime 
 Family Opportunity Centers 
 Tiny Town at Monticello 
 Central School District
 Early Care Services 

Parents and caregivers gain
confi dence, practical skills,
and support to build strong
relationships and create safe,
nurturing environments for
their children.

 Ready, Set, Parent!
 Incredible Years: 
 Baby & Toddler
 Families in Transition
 Just for Teens
 Strong African American
 Families (SAAF)
 Triple P: Positive Parenting
 Program
 Car Seat Safety

404
parents and caregivers served across Families 
in Transition, Erie County Department of Social 
Services (ECDSS) Parent Training, Parent Partner 
and Niagara County Families in Transition.

How We Create Change
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Educators and professionals 
strengthen their skills and 
understanding, improving the 
quality of support and care 
provided to children and families. 

Youth Services

Youth build resilience, 
develop healthy life skills, and 
make positive choices that 
support their well-being and 
future success. 

 Pathways to Character 
 Just for Me 
 Tech Savvy 

Professional 
Development 

117 children received properly fi tted car seats
and caregiver safety education through
22 car seat safety sessions and events.

 Differentiated Family
 Engagement (DFE)
 Parenting Education for
 Agency Staff
 Dynamic Group Facilitation
 Understanding a Poverty
 Mindset
 Communication Skills for
 Challenging Conversations
 Confl ict Management
 Raising Resilience
 Family Engagement
 Assessment & Planning

EPIC’s work is organized across four key program areas that support families at every stage of growth. 
Across every EPIC program is one consistent purpose: to strengthen the people and communiti es 
that infl uence a child’s life. Through compassionate support, community-centered programs, and 
trusted connecti ons, EPIC equips parents, caregivers, educators, and professionals with the tools, 
relati onships, and resources children need to thrive.
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In 1977, Robert “Bob” Wilson’s wife of 39 years, Linda, 
was killed by a 15-year-old child living in foster care whom 
the family had befriended. In the grief that followed, 
Bob struggled to understand how someone so young 
could commit such a devastating act. As he learned more 
about the boy’s life, he discovered a childhood marked 
by instability, abuse, and neglect, including placement in 
eleven different foster homes and holding centers.

His daughter, Hope Wilson Hawkins, recalls in her memoir 
Sometimes I Feel: how those questions consumed him. 
He questioned why systems so often responded only 
after families and children were already in crisis. When 
another child’s death led Erie County to establish a task 
force, Bob, by his own admission unfamiliar with the 
social service system, was determined to be involved. 
His passion earned him a place at the table alongside 
educators and social workers. 

The experience sharpened his conviction: helping children 
after something had gone terribly wrong was not enough. 
Families needed support earlier. Children needed caring 
adults around them from the beginning. Prevention, he 
believed, had to start “right at birth.” 

Bob later wrote that he had dedicated the rest of his 
life to preventing other families from experiencing a 
tragedy like his own. His vision was bigger than parenting 
education alone. He imagined families, schools, and 
communities working together to infl uence children and 
help them develop the character and skills to become 
responsible adults. 

In 1980, that vision became EPIC in Buffalo. Working from 
two desks at the United Way, Bob and the organization’s 
earliest leaders secured support from the Margaret L. Wendt 
Foundation and began building a prevention-focused 
organization grounded in a simple but powerful belief: 
Every Person Infl uences Children. 

The Wilson Family

Where It All Began
EPIC began not with a program or strategic plan, but with one man’s determinati on 
to turn profound personal tragedy into preventi on.

Bob began asking a different 
question. Instead of only asking 
how this tragedy could have 
happened, he wanted to know 
“What might have prevented it?” 

What began in heartbreak became a life’s purpose and 
ultimately a community movement. 

In 2025, EPIC celebrated 45 years of carrying that purpose 
forward: strengthening families, supporting children and 
continuing the work Bob Wilson began so many years ago. 

Robert and Linda Wilson

EPIC’s reach extends far beyond the individuals who 
participate directly in our programs. While it was too late 
to change what had happened to his wife, Wilson felt that 
it was not too late for others. That belief became EPIC.
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Hon� ee

Hon� ee

Pamela Johnson, Ph.D.
Sandra B. Rifkin Lifetime Achievement Award 

of Infl uence

In 2025, EPIC marked 45 years of strengthening families, supporti ng children, and building 
community with a celebrati on that brought together the people who have helped shape 
the organizati on’s past, present, and future. The milestone honored how far EPIC has come 
while also reaffi  rming what comes next: conti nuing to build on Bob Wilson’s vision and 
ensuring that families have the support, tools, and community they need to thrive for 
generati ons to come. 
The evening was more than a recognition of longevity. It was 
an opportunity to refl ect on the vision Robert Wilson set in 
motion in 1980 and to celebrate the generations of staff, 
board members, partners, donors, and community champions 
who have carried that vision forward. EPIC’s history has been 
one of growth and change, but its foundation has remained 
constant: prevention, strong families, and the belief that 
every person has the ability to positively infl uence a child.
One of the evening’s most meaningful moments connected 
the celebration directly to EPIC’s beginnings. Hope Wilson 
Hawkins, daughter of founder Robert Wilson, shared a
passage from her book, Sometimes I Feel, which recounts 
her family’s story and the deeply personal circumstances 
that inspired her father to create EPIC. Her words brought 
Bob Wilson’s determination and passion to life and served
as a powerful reminder of the purpose behind the
organization’s founding.

Top: (Left to Right): Sometimes I Feel, book by Hope Wilson Hawkins; 
Hope Wilson Hawkins 
Bottom Left: Valerie C. Cooley, Ed.D. with family and friends
Bottom Right (Left to Right): Tara N. Burgess, CEO; Sam Costa, Board Chair; 
and Pamela Johnson, Ph.D.

The celebration also recognized an important moment in 
EPIC’s leadership. Samuel Costa was honored as he concluded 
four years as President of EPIC’s Board of Directors. His steady 
leadership, counsel, and commitment to EPIC were invaluable 
during a period of continued growth and change. At the same 

time, EPIC welcomed Brielynn Bell as its new Board Chair, 
beginning a new chapter of board leadership as the 

organization looks toward its next 45 years.
Two long-time members of the EPIC family were also 

recognized for extraordinary contributions to the 
organization and its mission:

Valerie C. Cooley, Ed.D.
Robert L. Wilson Award for

Exceptional Service and Leadership
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Our Journey: 45 Years of Impact 

1980 

1990

EPIC receives a $2.4
million grant from the

U.S. Department of
Education to establish

8 parenting
support centers,

building upon
EPIC’s past Parental

Information &
Resource Center

initiative (PIRC). The
children’s literacy
program, Ready,

Set, Read!, launches
in both English and
Spanish, along with

Just For Teens.

EPIC publishes a book, 
Families Are Forever, 

in celebration of  
Bob Wilson’s  

80th birthday. The National 
Committee for the 
Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect 

presents EPIC  
with its National  
Program Award.

1991

EPIC receives the 
“Point of Light” Award 

from President  
George H.W. Bush.

1998-99

1998 EPIC receives 
its first major federal 
grant of $1 million, 
and also receives 

$50,000 from Fisher 
Price to launch the 
Ready, Set, Parent! 

Program.

1999 EPIC selected for 
the $4.7 million Parent 
Information Resource 

Center Grant.

2003

94%
ECDSS Parent Training participants improved 
decision-making, and 92% increased their 
parenting and child development knowledge. 

1988-89

1988
EPIC is the recipient
of the Presidential

Recognition Award for
Outstanding Volunteer
Community Service.

EPIC is founded by Bob 
Wilson in an effort to prevent 
tragedies like the one that 
happened to his family. 
Sandra B. Rifkin is appointed 
Executive Director.

Using two desks at the United 
Way, EPIC is awarded its first 
grant from the Margaret L.
Wendt Foundation, launching
a partnership with the
Buffalo Public Schools.

1995
The New York State

Education Department
validates EPIC’s
Parents of Young

Children
parenting workshop

series as a model
program for statewide

replication.

Children of founding 
staff members at a 
company picnic at  
Bob Wilson’s home.
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EPIC and PBS produce
a broadcast show and

workshop, “Taking
Charge of Your Child’s

Future,” during
American

Education Week.

Over the past 45 years, the 
world around families has 

changed dramatically. What has 
not changed is the need for 

parents and children to 
connect, communicate, 

and grow together. EPIC has 
evolved alongside families, 

adapting our programs to meet 
changing needs while staying 
rooted in the same purpose 

that began our work in 1980.
The impact of those 45 years 
cannot be measured only by 
the number of people EPIC 

has served. When parents and 
caregivers gain new skills, 

those lessons can shape not 
only how they raise their 

children today, but how those 
children grow, lead, and one 

day raise families of their own. 
When educators and 

professionals learn through 
EPIC, that knowledge reaches 

countless children and families 
beyond the person we 

directly trained.
That is the true reach of EPIC: 
impact that moves from one 

person to another, strengthens 
families and communities, 
and carries forward to the 

next generation.

2025

2012
EPIC partners with 

the NYS PTA to 
co-lead the NYS Family 
Engagement Coalition.

2016
Storytime at 

Canalside is created. 

Lorem ipsum

2017
The Car Seat Safety 
program launches.

EPIC develops a Parent 
Leadership workshop 
series for Ready at 
Five, a statewide 
agency for quality 

children’s education.

EPIC hosts the fi rst 
annual Baby &
Toddler Exро.

2019
EPIC partners with Oishei 

Children’s Hospital for their 
Healthy Weigh program, as 

well as offering Professional 
Development to their 
pediatric residents.

2020

EPIC co-leads the Care Management 
Coalition of WNY (CMC) as an 

anchor partner of shared space 
and services initiative.

Awarded funding to launch Triple P, 
the Positive Parenting Program.

The entirety of EPIC’s programs launch 
in virtual models in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

EPIC works with Parent Network to 
unveil Parent Leadership Institute 

for families.

EPIC moves to 1021 Broadway 
as part of the CMC.

2022
EPIC begins offering Parent 
Training through the ECDSS.

The SAAF program, 
dedicated to youth 

and their families, begins.

2023-24
2023: EPIC opens 

Family Opportunity 
Centers in Niagara and 
Cattaraugus Counties.

EPIC opens Tiny Town 
in Monticello.

2024: The Family 
Opportunity Center 

at Buffalo Public 
School #80 opens.

2005

2008
EPIC Parent Center 
opens in George L. 
Cook Elementary 

School in 
Monticello, NY. 

The True Reach of EPIC:
Impact that moves from 
one person to another, 

strengthens families and 
communities, and carries 

forward to the 
next generation.
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Her work is rooted in a simple but powerful belief: 
people thrive when they feel supported, connected, 
and empowered. 

Refl ecting on her own journey, Jessica often speaks about 
healing, growth, and the importance of investing in 
yourself one step at a time. 

Today, she uses those lessons to encourage others. Through 
community-based programs, wellness initiatives, mentoring, 
and advocacy, she is creating spaces where people can fi nd 
the same sense of support and belonging that helped shape 
her own path. One of those initiatives, GIO Get It Out!, was 
created in honor of her late brother Giovanni and refl ects her 
commitment to helping others navigate life’s challenges with 
strength and hope. 

While the specifi c programs EPIC offers have evolved over 
the past 45 years to meet the changing needs of children 
and families, our purpose remains the same: helping people 
recognize their strengths, build resilience, and create 
brighter futures. 

Today, Jessica is extending to others the same kind of support 
she once received, creating spaces where people feel seen, 
supported, and empowered to reach their full potential. 

That is what support makes possible. 

EPIC’s teen support work 
continues today through 
programs such as Just for 

Teens, which provide parenting 
education, life skills, and 

community connections for 
young parents. 

What Support Makes Possible 

There was a time in Jessica 
Miller’s life when she felt 
alone. 

As a teenager navigating 
signifi cant challenges, she 
was searching for support, 
connection, and reassurance 
that she could build a positive 
future for herself and her 
family. Through EPIC, she 
found a place where she was 
welcomed without judgment, 
encouraged to recognize her 
strengths, and reminded that 
she did not have to navigate 
life’s challenges on her own. 

That experience 
stayed with her. 

Over the years, 
Jessica faced 
obstacles that could 
have easily defi ned 
her story. She 
navigated personal 
loss, experienced 
domestic violence, 
and worked to build 
stability for herself 
and her children. 
Yet through each challenge, she continued moving forward, 
drawing on her resilience, her faith, and her belief that 
growth is possible even in life’s most diffi cult moments. 

Today, Jessica is a mother, entrepreneur, advocate, and 
community leader. 

She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a focus 
on learning behavior and a certifi cation in Child Advocacy 
Studies. She is the owner of Ink Euphoria Tattoo Studio and 
the founder of Be.PROUD, an initiative dedicated to helping 
individuals embrace Purpose, develop Resilience, remain 
Open to growth, deepen Understanding, and 
practice Discernment. 

There was a version 
of me that prayed 

for this life.
– Jessica Miller

Jessica Miller, Program 
Graduate and Entrepreneur

Support Without Judgment
Programs may change with the times, but EPIC’s approach 

has remained constant: compassionate, respectful 
support that meets people where they are.

A Story of Impact
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A Story of Impact

What began as a chance stop at Canalside became a 
fi ve-year family tradition.
For Summer H. and her children, EPIC’s Storytime at 
Canalside has grown into something they look forward to 
each week: a morning of books, hands-on learning, 
movement, creativity, and time together. Her children 
even gave it their own name  — “Adventure Wednesday.”
“Five years ago, I was out on a walk with my son at 
Canalside when we stumbled upon the EPIC Storytime 
program, and we’ve been hooked ever since. From that 
very fi rst day, I knew this wasn’t your typical ‘read a 
book and go’ kind of storytime. This was something 
truly special.
Each week brings not just a beautifully read story, but 
a full, thoughtfully planned experience complete with 
themed crafts, science, and STEM tie-ins, movement 
breaks, and opportunities for imaginative play.
Five years later, we’re still attending Storytime at 
Canalside weekly, now with my younger child joining in on 
the fun. It has become a core part of our summer routine. 
In fact, my kids have nicknamed it ‘Adventure 
Wednesday.’ We pack a picnic lunch, enjoy the morning 
of learning and fun at Storytime, and then walk around 
Canalside. It makes for such a great day together.

Everyone involved in 
Storytime is nothing 
short of amazing. 
Every person we’ve 
interacted with has 
been kind, welcoming, 
and truly engaging with 
the kids. My children 
love Ms. Ferguson. 
They call her their 
‘Storytime teacher.’ 
She greets them each 
week with a big smile and makes them feel seen and special.
The book themes are always creative and exciting, and the 
special guests over the years have been unforgettable, from 
fi refi ghters and musicians to therapy dogs, superheroes, 
hockey players, and even Sabretooth.
Thank you for being such an important part of our summers. 
You’ve created not just a program, but a tradition my children 
will carry with them as they grow.”

– Summer H.

Storytime comes to life through the collaboration 
of community partners who help transform books 

into hands-on experiences that spark curiosity, creativity, 
movement, and family connection.

A Community of Learning 

Five Years of Adventure Wednesdays

Adventure 
Wednesday
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Serving in 2025

2025 Board of Directors 
Chair  
Samuel Costa, Baillie Lumber 

Vice Chair  
Brielynn Bell, Goldberg Segalla

Treasurer  
Marino Manocchio, Independent Health 

Secretary 
Sean Keenan, Walsh Insurance

Anne Botticelli, Buffalo Public Schools 

Susan Butler, SUNY Brockport 

Hope Hawkins, Retired Educator 

Nina Heard, Five Star Bank 

Rick Mariano, Jr., Local Edge & In Vue Digital 

Francesca Mesiah, Kaleida Health

Adrianne Morton, Blue Lotus Consulting 

Colleen Reedy, Per Scholas Buffalo 

Susanna Schenk, Buffalo State University 

Craig Spencer, Rich Products  

Melissa Spikes-Archer, Senses Medical Wellness 

Leadership 
Tara N. Burgess, Chief Executive Officer 
Sharon Cavanaugh, Chief Program Officer 
Jennifer A. Majeski, Chief Financial Officer 
Karen Marsch, Director of Development  
& Marketing (beginning June 2025)  

Paul Gorski, Director of Development  
(through March 2025)

Renee Perry, Director of Parenting 
Monica Richardson, Director of Family Services
Ashley Greene, Director of Niagara County Programs

Ashlee Abrams 
Donna Bailey‑Quinones  
Sandra Barlow 
Tonnalee Batchelor  
Laura Bentley‑Bouchard 
Tessa Bonanno 
Lisa Casper 
Kate Corcoran 
Brittani Dallas 
Julie Dauer 
Alyssa Dixon 
Julanne Durkin  
Natalie Edmister 
Omnia Elghaly 
Sonia Fanou 
Kelly Ferguson 
Lauralee Ferris  

Alaina Gifford 
Joshua Griesinger 
Ronda Griggs 
Jessica Hernandez 
Hannah Holden 
Kandice Hood 
Karen Kelchlin 
Libby Lantz 
Ian Lewis
Nina Littlejohn 
Lisa Lohiser 
Marta Mangual  
Janelle Marble 
Erin Mattison 
Mariama McCoy 
Elisa Mendels 
Marvel Miller 
Purnima Mohan  

Sara Montanez 
Mary Pachla 
Kayla Paxson 
James Peterson 
Anthony Pierce 
Tekia Pitts 
Jill Powell 
Nicole Pusateri 
Sreemoyee Ray  
Siena Reynolds 
Sophie Schapiro 
Lekya Slaughter  
Jane Sorensen 
Michael Thompson 
Cydney Wallace 
Melinda Wiant 
Jade Wilkins

EPIC’s impact in 2025 was made possible by the leadership, commitment, and collective efforts of our Board of 
Directors, organizational leadership, and staff. Together, they provided the governance, expertise, and day-to-day 
dedication needed to advance EPIC’s mission and strengthen families and communities. 

Staff
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EPIC — Every Person Influences Children is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the  
fullest extent allowed by law. EPIC’s federal tax identification number (EIN) is 16-1160182. Financial information presented  
in this report is consistent with EPIC’s audited financial statements and IRS Form 990. 

A copy of EPIC’s IRS Form 990 is available upon request.  

Financial Snapshot 
EPIC is committed to responsible stewardship of every dollar entrusted to us. The majority of our resources are  
directed toward programs and services that strengthen families, while administrative and fundraising expenses  
are carefully managed to ensure long-term sustainability and impact. 

FINANCIAL REPORT FINANCE AT A GLANCE
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The impact shared in these pages is made possible by the generosity, trust, and partnership of our donors,  
sponsors, and community supporters. Through financial support, collaboration, advocacy, and service, you helped 
families access the practical tools, meaningful connections, and  compassionate support they need to thrive. 

Foundations & Grant Partners
BlueCross BlueShield  
Boys and Girls Club 
Buffalo Public Schools 
Children’s Foundation  
of Erie County  
Community Foundation  
of Greater Buffalo 
Cullen Foundation  
East Aurora Community Nursery  
Enterprise Mobility Foundation 
Erie County Department of  
Mental Health 
Erie County Youth Bureau  
Every Bottom Covered, Inc.  
Fidelis Care 

Give716 
Governors Traffic Safety  
Committee 
Grigg Lewis Foundation  
Health Foundation for Western  
and Central New York 
Holy Cross Head Start 
Josephine Goodyear Foundation 
Just for Kids 
Kelly for Kids 
M&T Charitable Foundation 
Martha Mitchell Community  
Center  
Monticello Central School  
District 

Myska Family Foundation  
Niagara County Department  
of Social Services  
NY Funder Alliance  
NYS Employees Federated  
Appeal 
NYS Office of Addiction  
Services and Supports 
Pledgeling Foundation 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation 
The Cullen Foundation of  
Western New York  
United Way of Buffalo &  
Erie County  
United Way of Cattaraugus  
& Allegany Counties 

United Way of Tompkins  
County 
Value Network  
W. Russell Hurd Legacy Fund  
(administered by the  
Community Foundation of  
Greater Buffalo) 
Waterbury North End Middle School 
William F. Long Fund  
(administered by the  
Community Foundation of  
Greater Buffalo) 
William V. Gillmore  
Memorial Fund  
YWCA Early Childhood Center 
Zemsky Family Foundation 

Gratitude: Donors, Funders, Sponsors, and Partners 

Corporate & Community Sponsors
40 Thieves Kitchen & Bar 
Adams Fairacre Farms 
Adam’s Rib 
Allen Burger Venture  
Andersons Frozen Custard 
Aroma on Bryant  
Astreca Consulting 
Baillie Lumber 
Bank on Buffalo 
Batavia Downs 
BestSelf Behavioral Health 
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts 
Black & Blue Steak and Crab 
Boys and Girls Club of the  
Northtowns  
Brite Smith Brewing 
Brunners Tavern 
Buffalo & Erie County Botanical  
Gardens 
Buffalo AKG Art Museum 
Buffalo Bandits 
Buffalo Bills 
Buffalo Harbor Cruises  
Buffalo History Museum  
Buffalo Museum of Science 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
Buffalo Sabres 
Buffalo Zoo 
Burchfield Penney Art Center 

Canisius High School 
Casa Azul  
Catalyst Fitness 
Charity On Top 
Chautauqua Institution 
Cheesecake Factory  
Chris’ NY Sandwich Co. 
CNB Family of Banks 
Coco Bar and Bistro 
Cole’s  
Colvin Cleaners  
Cornerstone Community Federal 
Credit Union 
Creekview Restaurant 
District 37 Kitchen and Taphouse  
Dolce Panepinto  
Ellicott Development  
Envisions, NY 
Equitable Foundation  
Every Bottom Covered  
Explore & More - The Ralph C.  
Wilson, Jr. Children’s Museum 
Family Tradition Fishing  
Fattey Beer 
Fidelis Care 
Five Star Bank 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Martin House 
Frankie Primo’s +39  
Gates Circle Wine & Liquor 

Glen Park Tavern 
Guidepoint Security 
Harbor Hotel  
Hilltop Hideaway  
Hodge Wine and Liquor 
Holiday Mountain Fun & Ski Park 
Hutch’s  
Independent Health 
Irish Classical Theatre  
J.Crew   
Johns Hopkins University LAX  
Kartrite Resort & Indoor Waterpark 
Kavinoky Theater  
Kenan Center 
La Porta’s Pizzeria 
Lawley Insurance 
Live Well Erie 
Lloyd + Churn  
Lowe’s Home Improvement 
MacSolutions  
Madewell  
Maid of the Mist  
Martha Mitchell Community Center  
MoMA  
Moses Group Inc.  
National Fuel Gas Company 
NBA  
Oliver’s  

Original Pancake House  
Oxford Pennant  
Power Yoga Buffalo  
Program Savvy 
Rebel Ride 
Remington Tavern  
Rich Products Corporation 
Ristorante Lombardo  
Schapiro Insurance Agency 
Shell Fab  
Shoprite Supermarket 
STATE Bar and Grill  
State Farm 
Stewart’s Shops 
Target  
The Irishman Pub and Eatery  
The Place  
Walsh Insurance 
Warwick New York  
Watson’s Chocolates  
Wegmans 
Wehrle Golf Dome  
West Herr Automotive Group 
West Side Community Services  
WNY Children’s Psychiatric Center 
Zenger Group 
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Individual & Family Donors
Joann Acanfora 
Gregory Alongi 
Michelle Angiers 
Catherine Aramini 
Gail Arthurs 
Henry Bacher 
Bridget Baird 
Bruce & Susan Baird 
Alexandra Barrett 
Beverly Barry 
Greg & Joanne Bauer 
Brielynn Bell & Robert McGlenn 
Marvin Berkowitz 
Trevor Berninger 
Jay & Melissa Biersbach 
Mrs. Ronald Biersbach 
Teresa Blackmon 
Lisa Bloch Rodwin 
Anne Botticelli 
John Bowden 
Angela Bowman-Stephenson 
Vince Braham 
Gary Braunscheidel 
Adam & Alexis Burgess 
Shelby Burgess 
Terry & Tara N. Burgess 
Barb Burkholder 
Susan Butler 
Anthony Buttino Sr. 
Emerence Bykowicz 
Joseph Cal 
Rory Calabrese 
Robert & Kari Cannata 
Michelle Capizzi 
Laura Carroll 
Carla Castellani 
Sharon C Cavanaugh 
Margaret Chapin 
Patty Chapin 
Laura Clark 
Lisa Collins 
Valerie Cooley 
Sarah Cooleybeck 
Sam & Fran Costa 
Cheryl Crist 
George Danakas 

Julie Dauer 
Hogarth & Mary Lou de la Plante 
Joanne Delia 
Maureen Denman 
Corey Duggan 
Julanne Durkin 
Doug Eberhardt 
Elizabeth Farrell 
Thomas Flannery 
Jennifer Friedland 
Carl & Ann Galante 
Warren & Patricia Gelman 
Janet Glasgow 
Natalie Gleason 
Sheilah Goodman 
Janet Gorski 
Jerome Gorski 
Paul Gorski 
Susan Gorski 
Christopher & Cammie Greene 
Geraldine Grossman 
Susan Gurney 
Thomas & Linda Hagner 
Lori Hall 
Nancy Hammond 
Henry Harris 
Mary Harty 
Hope Hawkins 
Nina Heard 
Peter Heffley 
Holly Hejmowski 
Rosco Henderson 
Michael Hetzel 
Gary Hollingsworth 
Jeff & Pam Johnson 
Eugene & Ann Jordan 
Lori Kaczor 
Sean Keenan 
Kimberly Kenyon 
Alexander & Margaret Kerr 
Timothy Konicki 
Jerome & Eleanor Kucharski 
Robert Kushin 
Libby Lantz 
Elizabeth Lawrence 
Kimberly Learn 

Roe Liedke 
Lisa Lohiser 
Ann Lupo 
Andrew Maddigan 
Douglas & Jennifer Majeski 
Marino Manocchio 
Rick Mariano 
Karen Marsch 
Lourdes Martinez 
Anthony & Kathleen Masiello 
Ed & Lori McGinn 
Elizabeth McPartland 
Michele Mehaffy 
Jerome & Dawn Mejia 
Kristen Merz 
Francesca Mesiah 
Doris Meyer 
Jill Meyer 
Rosalind Mikolajek 
Elizabeth Miller 
Jessica Miller 
Marvel Miller 
Jane Mogavero 
Thomas & Linda Moretuzzo 
Matthew & Eileen Morgan 
Jeff Morgan 
Kenneth Myszka 
Suzanne Nadon 
Michael Nicholson 
Patricia Notarius 
Eugene & Gretchen O’Connor 
Icsha Oden 
Pamela Pace 
Mary Pagnotta 
Rob Papelien 
Mary Patterson 
Brian & Petra Patterson 
Renee Perry 
Antionette Peters 
Thomas Pleban 
Jill Powell 
Paul & Sharon Prior 
Sara Quinlan 
Joy Read 
Dorothy Reade 
Colleen Reedy 

Shelley Richards 
Monica Richardson 
Richard Romer 
Maria Rosica 
Martha Rupp 
Audrey Ryan 
Kristin Ryan 
Jennie Rybarczyk 
James & Kathryn Sands 
Corey Santonocito 
Thomas & Susanna Schenk 
Maya Schnall 
Edgar & Paula Schenk 
Kristin Scholz 
Jo Schweitzer 
Matthew Simon 
Sherry Slazak 
Scott Socha 
Jane Sorensen 
Craig Spencer 
Melissa Spikes-Archer 
Patricia Stephens 
Brian Sterner 
David Swarts 
Michael Thompson 
Cynthia Torrell 
Gerald Trafalski 
Danette Turner 
Michelle Urbanczyk 
David & Terry Vaughan 
Sandra Ann Wallace 
Michael & Deborah Walsh 
Thomas Waring, Jr.  
Mary Ellen Weber  
Patricia Weisse 
Mary Grace Welch 
Ellen Whittington 
James Williams 
Richard Williams 
Martin Wolpin 
Jennifer Wood 
Rebecca Woodworth 
Sabrina Woodworth 
Jacy Woodworth  
Steve Yonaty 
Fredrick Zwierlein 

“We are deeply grateful for your commitment to  
strengthening families, building community, and 
creating brighter futures for children.” 
	 — The EPIC Team



16

45
 Y

EA
RS

 O
F 

IM
PA

CT

EPIC – Every Person Infl uences Children Impact Report | 2025
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. Please contact us if we have made an error or omission. 

Building the Future, Together.

www.epicforchildren.org 

1021 Broadway Street
Buffalo, NY 14212

hero@epicforchildren.org

1.888.819.EPIC (3742)

716.332.4100

FAX: 716.332.4101

The Next


