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Picayune School District
Homeless Assistance Act

Purpose
The Homeless Assistance Act was designed to address the problems that students experiencing homelessness have faced in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.  Under this program, Picayune School District must ensure that each child and youth experiencing homelessness has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including public preschool education, as other children and youth.  Students experiencing homelessness should have access to the educational and other services that they need to enable them to meet the same challenging student academic achievement standards to which all students are held.  In addition, students experiencing homelessness may not be separated from the mainstream school environment.  
Definition of Services
     Students experiencing homelessness must be provided with services that are  
     comparable to services offered to other students not experiencing homelessness.   
     These services include public preschool programs and educational programs or 
     services for which a student experiencing homelessness meets the eligibility criteria, 
     such as programs for children with disabilities, programs for students with limited 
     English proficiency, vocational education, programs for gifted and talented students, 
     before-and-after-school programs, school nutrition programs, and transportation.

     It is important to make sure, when identifying needed services, that ALL of the 
     students’ educational needs are addressed.  Consider what barriers to education can 
     be removed by applying the Homeless Assistance Act and what is in the best 
     interest of the student.
Dissemination of Educational Rights
All schools within Picayune School District shall ensure that public notice of the 
educational rights of students in homeless situations is disseminated where children 
and youth receive services.  The district homeless liaison will provide each school within the district with Homeless posters in English and Spanish from the National Center for Homeless Education.  The school principal or designee will ensure the posters are visible to families and students.  Whenever possible, posters will also be disseminated to homeless/runaway shelters, post offices, public housing authorities, low-cost motels, faith-based organizations, libraries, welfare departments, Laundromats, convenience stores, and other businesses at which families who are homeless or at risk of losing their housing may learn about their educational rights.  


Picayune School District
Overview of Homeless Education Assistance Process 

NEW ENROLLMENTS: Family/student completes Enrollment Form and identifies self as homeless
      CURRENTLY ENROLLED: 
Student is identified by self, peer, or staff as possibly being homeless






                                                                                               
                          			                      

School/district liaison before verifies homeless
information by completing the “Verifying Homeless Elgibility” form 

   Student is enrolled                              
                        	
                                                                      

          




Family/student is determined NOT to be homeless
Family/student IS determined to be homeless; Homeless Liaison to contact family to check on services needed




                                            

Proceed with enrollment and procedures

The local liaison will coordinate services to ensure that homeless children and youth enrolled in school have the opportunity to 
succeed academically by helping to remove any barriers


                                                       
                                                                                                        																																																																																																																																							
On-going monitoring of student/family to ensure educational needs are being met and student(s) is engaged in school and experiencing success





Homeless Liaisons’ Role

District Homeless Liaison’s Role
· Review policies and procedures to determine if there are potential barriers for students experiencing homelessness and seek to have them revised as necessary.
· Ensure that students experiencing homelessness are identified by school personnel, enrolled, and receive an equal opportunity to succeed in school.
· Ensure that families and students experiencing homelessness receive educational services for which they are eligible.
· Assist in the resolution of disputes, ensuring that they are mediated in accordance with the state’s dispute resolution process.
· Ensure that the parents or guardians of students experiencing homelessness are fully informed of all educational rights.
· Collaborate and coordinate with state coordinators, community service providers, and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services to students experiencing homelessness.
· Provide professional development at the district level, to school liaisons, service providers, and advocates who work with families and students experiencing homelessness to build awareness of the educational needs of students experiencing homelessness, legal responsibilities of the school and liaisons, and local policies and procedures.
· Provide outreach to community service providers and conduct a needs assessment to determine what needs to be improved in the district’s efforts to serve students experiencing homelessness.
· Conduct an evaluation of the district’s homeless education program.

School Homeless Liaison’s Role
· Comply with the district’s policies and procedures for providing educational services to students experiencing homelessness.
· Notify the district liaison if any policies or procedures present a barrier for students experiencing homelessness.
· Assist families experiencing homelessness when enrolling in school and accessing educational services.
· Inform parents or guardians of educational and related opportunities that are available to their children. 
· Ensure parents are provided meaningful opportunities to participate in their children’s education such as school conferences and activities.
· Facilitate transportation arrangements.
· Display notice of educational rights of students experiencing homelessness in their school(s).




· Provide training, at least annually, to school staff regarding the educational needs of students experiencing homelessness, the role of the liaison, and the legal responsibilities of the school.
· Identify the needs of the student experiencing homelessness and connect them with the appropriate services and resources.

Picayune School District
Homeless Education, Rights and Services


Education of Homeless Children and Youth                           School Board Policy JQP

It shall be the policy of the Picayune School District to comply with all admission policies as authorized under Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 USC 11431 et.seq.), (McKinney-Vento Act).

Any homeless child or youth seeking admission or enrollment in the Picayune School District will be afforded every appropriate educational accommodation, free transportation, and social services. Every effort will be made to determine each homeless child’s best interest and placement educationally, including locating and talking to parents, investigating the causes of homelessness, consulting with other agencies involved, reviewing previous educational records, and testing for specific needs and placement. 

The McKinney-Vento Act defines “homeless children and youth” as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes: 
· Children and youth who are: -sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as doubled-up);  -living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; -living in emergency or transitional shelters;  or abandoned in hospitals;
· Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or  private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; 
· Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 
· Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above. 


The Director of Federal Programs for the Picayune School District is designated as the local liaison for homeless children and youth. 

The local liaison will be the primary contact between homeless families and school staff, district personnel, shelter workers, and other service providers. The local liaison will coordinate services to ensure that homeless children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed academically.

LEGAL REFERENCE: Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 USC 11431 et.seq.), (McKinney-Vento Act)

Picayune School District
Homeless Education, Rights, and Services

The Picayune School Board is committed to maintaining an educational environment that protects and promotes dignity, individual worth, and mutual respect for each individual, and is free from harassment.  Each student deserves the opportunity to participate in a safe, supportive atmosphere that promotes equal opportunities, free from all forms of discrimination.
The Board recognizes the right of all students, including those students experiencing homelessness to:
· Receive a free, appropriate public education;
· Have meaningful opportunities to succeed in school;  
· Participate fully in school activities; and
· Have equal access to all educational programs and services for which they are eligible.

Enrollment
The principal or designee is legally required to enroll and have in attendance students experiencing homelessness within one full day of an attempt to enroll.

School Selection Determination
School selection for students experiencing homelessness should:
· Be based on the “best interest” of the student;
· Be based on the wishes of the parent/guardian/liaison;
· Keep the student in the school of origin, to the extent feasible; 
· Be made on a case-by-case basis; and
· Be for the duration of the current school year.

Transportation
Picayune School District shall provide students experiencing homelessness with transportation services in accordance with Federal and State laws. Transportation will be provided for the entire time the student has a right to attend that school, including during pending disputes.  Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth will be informed of their right to transportation. 

Free Meals
Once a student is verified as homeless, the student shall be expeditiously enrolled for free access to the School Lunch and Breakfast Program.

Disputes
In compliance with Federal and State law, the Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures to resolve disputes regarding the rights and services of students experiencing homelessness.  If the dispute is not resolved through the District’s procedures, the grievant has the right to appeal to the MS State Department of Education.

Picayune School District
Procedures for Assisting Unaccompanied Youth


The term “unaccompanied youth” includes a youth who is not in the physical custody of a parent/guardian (McKinney-Vento Act Sec. 725(b).  These youth may have been denied housing by their families, left home voluntarily, or been abandoned by their parents or guardians.

Unaccompanied youth include youth in homeless situations and have the same rights as other students experiencing homelessness.  Specifically, they have the right to:

· Remain in their school of origin or enroll in the school where they are temporarily residing.
· Transportation to and from the school of origin.
· Immediately enroll in a school serving the area in which they are currently living even if they don’t have the typically required documents or a parent or guardian to authorize their enrollment.
· Equal access to programs and services.


Unaccompanied youth will be referred to the District Homeless Liaison, who is responsible for:

· Helping unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a school, after considering the youth’s wishes.
· Attempting to identify an adult in the youth’s life who can act as a caregiver.  If such a person is identified, the District Homeless Liaison will request that the caregiver complete the District’s “Caregiver Authorization Form” at the chosen school of enrollment.  However, the identification of a caregiver and the completion of a “Caregiver Authorization Form” are NOT required for enrollment.
· Informing unaccompanied youth of their right to appeal school or school district decisions and ensuring that youth are immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of disputes.
· Serving as the youth’s advocate during the dispute resolution process.  The youth shall remain in the selected school while the dispute is being resolved.
· Informing school personnel of the specific needs of runaway and homeless unaccompanied youth.
· Referring youth to federally-financed youth shelters, the local social service agency, and other programs available.
Please see the Picayune School District Procedures Manual for Enrolling Homeless Students for further details regarding enrollment of unaccompanied youth.



















Picayune School District
706 Goodyear Blvd.
Picayune, MS 39466
601-798-3230
 
 
Date _____________
 
Dear Parent:
As the parent of a student identified as homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act, you and your child are entitled to certain procedural safeguards.  We will do our best to properly identify those eligible for M-V Services, and to make the best placement decisions possible for the academic success of your student.
If the parent of a student identified as homeless ever disagrees with a placement decision, the parent has the right of appeal. In the event of appeal, the student will be and remain immediately enrolled pending the resolution of the dispute.
You have indicated that you wish to appeal a specific decision of this district, as follows:




In order for the appeal to be resolved, we will ask you to follow the steps outlined herein. You will be notified as soon as possible. In the meantime, you should contact the District Homeless Student Liaison (undersigned) for progress or additional information, at 601-798-3230.
 
Kimberly Massengale
Homeless Student Liaison

 
EDUCATION OF THE HOMELESS DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCEDURE
District Resolution Procedure
1.    A parent/guardian/unaccompanied student wishing to dispute the school placement decision (or other point of dispute) shall contact the District Homeless Student Liaison to file an appeal.
2.	The Homeless Student Liaison shall notify the Superintendent of the appeal, and the Superintendent shall take measures necessary to immediately enroll the homeless student in the school in which s/he is seeking enrollment, pending resolution of the dispute.
3.	The Homeless Student Liaison shall provide a written response to the appeal within five school days of the receipt of notification. 
4.	The decision of the District Homeless Student Liaison may be appealed to the Board of Trustees; such appeal should be received no later than 10 school days prior to the next scheduled board meeting.
5.	The Board will make a determination based on feasibility and the student’s best interest. When making this determination, the Board shall at least consider the following criteria:
• The age of the student;
• The distance of the commute;
• The impact of the commute on a student’s education;
• The student’s safety;
• If the student has special needs and which school best serves those needs;
• The amount of time left in the school year.
6.	The Board shall issue a placement determination within 30 days of receiving the appeal request. The determination shall be made in writing and issued to the parent/guardian/unaccompanied student who initiated the appeal.
7.	If the parent wishes to dispute the PSD School Board decision, the parent may file a dispute with the Mississippi Department of Education Federal Programs Office.  Please contact the State Homeless Education Coordinator at 601-359-3499.








Procedures

1. Register the student. The principal or designee is legally required to enroll and have in attendance students experiencing homelessness within one full day of an attempt to enroll.
2. Contact the District Homeless Liaison.
3. The liaison will contact the school social workers to verify eligibility and offer services.
4. Once verified, mark HMLS in SAM and mark Title X.
5. The school social worker will check on these individuals once a month to check on attendance and barriers.
6. The HMLS spreadsheet will be updated on the 3rd Monday of each month.
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