
 
 

73 

 

CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th June, 2026, at 7.10pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, R Makepeace, L McKendrick, H Pegum and A Scott 

 
18. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor A Neil. 
 
19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
20. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no County Councillors present at the meeting, however, Councillor A Neil had submitted 

a written report covering the following items: 

▪ While no new issues had arisen in recent months, Councillor Neil had continued to talk to 

local residents. 

▪ The road safety petition remained active and had collected a large amount of support.  He 

continued to follow up a number of road safety concerns including the three dangerous 

junctions in Cornsay and Cornsay Colliery. 

▪ Having recently spent time in Cornsay, he intended to spend time in Cornsay Colliery in the 

coming weeks to keep in touch with local residents.  

 

21. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th May, 2026, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
22. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 16  -  A letter of thanks had been received from TRACC together with an update on 
   the event which had been supported by the Parish Council with funding  
   towards the cost of a face painter.  
 
23. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 

(i) £334.48 in respect of Clerk’s wages for the month of June 
(ii) £83.76 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for the month of June 
(iii) £1,178.40 (including VAT 196.40) to Makepeace Landscapes in respect grounds 

maintenance and planters 
(iv) £130.00 to Mr MG Ackroyd in respect of internal audit fees 
(v) £235.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play area checks  
(vi) £100.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of contribution towards 

the cost of fuel for the lawnmower.  
 

(b) Receipts & Payments 
 
Details of receipts and payments for the financial year to-date together with account balances 
had been circulated.  
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24. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Information received from Northumbrian Water regarding community drop in event on 30th 
June, 2026. 

 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

 
(b) Details received from CDALC regarding AGM and opportunity to nominate executive 

committee members. 
 

Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 
25. REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Internal Auditor, copies of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the report be accepted and the various corrections to figures in the Council’s 
Minutes be made as set out in the report.  
 
26. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
 

(a) Annual Governance Statement 
 
The annual governance statement, copies of which had been circulated, was presented to the 
Council and consideration given to each of the points to which an answer was required. 
 
Resolved: That the Annual Governance Statement be approved, with all questions being answered 
‘yes’ however in respect of Box 4 an explanatory note be included to explain to the external auditor 
the Council’s reason for this answer.  
 

(b) Accounting Statements 
 
The accounting statement forming part of the annual return, copies of which had been circulated, was 
presented by the Clerk. 
 
Resolved: That the Accounting Statements be approved. 

 
27. BARCLAYS BANK ACCOUNTS 
 
The Clerk advised that Barclays Bank had noted the lack of any transactions on the current and 
savings accounts held with them and their intention to move the account to a dormant state. 
 
Resolved: That the current and savings accounts held with Barclays Bank be closed.  
 
28. S106 MONIES – HEDLEYHOPE PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Durham County Council had advised that an application had been made my Hedleyhope Parish 
Council for s106 monies to replace play equipment at East Hedleyhope and requesting and 
comments or objections.  
 
Resolved: That this Council is supportive of the application.  
 
29. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The community centre was being well attended however a number of groups were now beginning to 
break for the summer holiday period.  
 
A quote had been obtained for the repair of the hot water system however it was felt to be excessive 
and further quotes were being sought.  

 
The Meeting closed at 7.25pm 
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Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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Cornsay Parish Council  

 

24 June 2026 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

(a) Accounts for Payment 
 

  Goods/Service 

 

Details Amount VAT 

(i) Clerk’s wages July 334.48  

(ii) HMRC July 83.76  

(iii) Makepeace Landscapes Grounds maintenance   

(v) Rospa Play Area inspection 213.60 35.60 

(vi) Clerk’s wages August 334.48  

(vii) HMRC  August  83.76  

 
(b) Receipts/Payments 
 

ACCOUNT   Virgin Money Virgin NEW Barclays Petty Cash 

      

Balance B/F   14,893.92 0.00 87.10 4.82 

      

add Receipts  20,003.40 31,247.35 0.00 0.00 

less Payments  32,128.09 6,229.76 0.00 0.00 

      

(uncleared payments)  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

      

CASH AT BANK   2,769.23 25,017.59 87.10 4.82 

            

      

TOTAL CASH AT BANK  27,873.92    

Add PETTY CASH  4.82    

      

TOTAL CASH   27,878.74    

            

      

RECEIPTS  51,250.75  PAYMENTS 38,357.85 

    Petty cash payments 0.00 

      

    

Less uncleared 
payments 0.00 

Less transfers  30,001.00  Less transfers  30,001.00 

      

TOTAL   21,249.75  TOTAL 8,356.85 

      

Add B/F cash at bank  14,981.02  Add cash at bank 27,873.92 

Add B/F petty cash  4.82  Add petty cash  4.82 

      

BALANCE   36,235.59     36,235.59 
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REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT – BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Our grant money enables us to support many families in poverty in the area. We provide nappies, 
milk, baby food, toiletries, nursery items, prams, clothes, toys books and much more. 
 
We run on a donation and fund raising basis. Our running costs last year were £4398.16. We 
received grants from Bearpark parish council, Brandon and Byshottles and Langley Park. We fund 
raise by tombolas, raffles and donations from people using our services. We all work at the charity 
completely free of charge. 
 
We have a large amount of users from Esh Winning and have built up a fabulous relationship with 
lots of vulnerable families.  
 
The money would be used to provide nappies, milk, toiletries and baby foods. We help people from 
all walks of life, working families are struggling on maternity pay, foster families, and many many 
more. 
 
Our main outlay is the rent of the room, its a small token rent of £45 a week. 
 
We would please like to apply for £500 to help towards continuing to support these vulnerable 
families in need. 
 

 
A recent bank statement showing available funds and the organisation’s constitution have also been 
provided in support of the application 
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Cornsay Parish Council 
 

Grant and Donation Policy 
 

1. Purpose 
 
Cornsay Parish Council recognises the valuable contribution made by charities, voluntary 
organisations and community groups in supporting and enhancing the wellbeing of the local 
community. 
 
The purpose of this Policy is to provide a fair, transparent and consistent framework for considering 
requests for financial assistance where these will benefit the residents of Cornsay Parish. 
Nothing within this Policy places the Council under any obligation to provide financial assistance. 
 
 
2. Availability of Funding 
 
The Council does not operate a formal grants programme and does not set aside a specific annual 
budget for grants or donations. 
 
Requests for financial assistance will therefore be considered individually, having regard to: 

• the Council's available financial resources; 
• competing financial commitments; 
• the information provided in support of the request; and 
• the anticipated benefit to residents of Cornsay Parish. 

 
Submission of a request does not imply that financial assistance will be awarded. 
 
 
3. Eligibility 
 
Requests will normally only be considered from organisations which: 

• are based within Cornsay Parish; or 
• can clearly demonstrate that the funding will substantially benefit residents of the Parish. 

 
The Council will not normally provide financial assistance to: 

• individuals; 
• political organisations or activities; 
• religious organisations where the funding is intended to promote religious activities; 
• organisations operating for private profit; or 
• national organisations unless a clear and direct benefit to residents of the Parish can be 

demonstrated. 
 
 
4. Requests for Financial Assistance 
 
Requests should be submitted in writing to the Clerk by letter or email. 
 
To assist the Council in considering requests, applicants should normally provide the information set 
out in the Council's Guidance for Requests for Financial Assistance. 
 
The Council may request any additional information it considers necessary before determining a 
request, including copies of governing documents, constitutions or other supporting documentation. 
 
Where insufficient information has been provided, the Council may defer consideration of the request 
or decline to determine it until the required information has been received. 
 
Applicants will normally be notified of the Council's decision within ten working days of the meeting at 
which the request is considered. 
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5. Assessment of Requests 
 
Each request will be considered on its own merits. 
 
In determining whether to provide financial assistance, the Council may take into account: 

• the benefit to residents of Cornsay Parish; 
• the purpose for which the funding is requested; 
• the organisation's financial position, including available reserves and current account 

balances; 
• any other sources of funding available to the organisation; 
• previous grants or donations awarded by the Council; 
• the frequency of previous requests for financial assistance; 
• whether satisfactory feedback has been provided in relation to previous awards; and 
• the Council's available financial resources and competing financial commitments. 

 
The amount requested by an applicant will be taken into account by the Council. However, any 
financial assistance awarded shall be entirely at the Council's discretion and may be less than the 
amount requested or no award may be made. 
 
 
6. Conditions of Award 
 
Unless otherwise agreed by the Council: 

1. Financial assistance shall only be used for the purpose stated in the request. 
2. The Council may request evidence that the funding has been used for its intended purpose, 

including receipts, invoices or other supporting documentation. 
3. The Council may request written feedback explaining how the funding has benefited the 

organisation and/or residents of Cornsay Parish. 
4. Where financial assistance has not been used for the approved purpose, or these conditions 

have not been complied with, the Council reserves the right to require repayment of all or part 
of the award. 

 
 
7. General 
 
The Council's decision on any request is final. 
 
The Council reserves the right to refuse any request for financial assistance. 
 
The Council will not commit itself to providing continuing or recurring financial support. 
 
Nothing in this Policy prevents the Council from providing financial assistance without a formal 
request where it considers it appropriate to do so and where it is lawful to do so. 
 
Members shall declare and manage any interests in accordance with the Members' Code of Conduct 
and shall not participate in the consideration of any request where they have a disclosable pecuniary 
interest or other relevant interest. 
 
 
8. Review 
 
This Policy will be reviewed periodically by the Council and amended as necessary. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Guidance for Requests for Financial Assistance 
 
Cornsay Parish Council regularly receives requests for financial assistance from charities, voluntary 
organisations and community groups whose activities provide a benefit to the residents of Cornsay 
Parish. 
 
The Council does not operate a formal grants programme and does not set aside a specific annual 
budget for grants or donations. Requests for financial assistance are considered individually on their 
own merits, taking account of the Council's available resources, competing financial commitments 
and the information provided in support of the request. 
 
Organisations wishing to request financial assistance should submit a letter or email to the Clerk. To 
assist the Council in considering your request, please include the information below. 
 
About your organisation 
 
Please provide: 

• Name of the organisation. 
• Name and position of the main contact. 
• Postal address, telephone number and email address. 
• A brief description of your organisation, its aims and activities. 
• Charity number or other registration details (where applicable). 

 
Your request 
 
Please tell us: 

• The amount of financial assistance requested. 
• What the funding will be used for. 
• The total cost of the project or activity (where applicable). 
• The anticipated timescale for the project or activity. 

 
Please note: The amount requested will be considered by the Council when determining your 
request. Any financial assistance awarded shall be entirely at the Council's discretion and may be 
less than the amount requested, or no award may be made. 

 
Benefit to Cornsay Parish 
 
Please explain: 

• How the funding will benefit residents of Cornsay Parish. 
• Approximately how many residents are expected to benefit. 
• Whether the activity or project is open to all residents of the Parish. 

 
Other funding 
 
Please advise: 

• Whether funding has already been secured from any other source. 
• Whether applications have been made to any other organisations. 
• Whether your organisation will be contributing towards the cost of the project or activity. 

 
Financial information 
 
Please include: 

• Your organisation's most recent approved accounts or, where formal accounts are not 
prepared, an income and expenditure statement. 

• The current balances held in your organisation's bank and savings accounts. 
• Details of any unrestricted reserves or other funds available to the organisation. 

 
This information helps the Council understand the organisation's financial position when considering 
requests for public funds. 
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Governance 
 
Please confirm that: 

• Your organisation is operating in accordance with its constitution or governing document. 
• The information provided in your request is accurate to the best of your knowledge. 

 
The Council may request a copy of your governing document or any additional information it 
considers necessary before determining a request. 
 
Previous financial assistance 
 
Please provide details of any grants or donations received from Cornsay Parish Council during the 
previous three years, including: 

• the year in which funding was awarded; 
• the amount awarded; and 
• how the funding was used. 

 
Additional information 
 
You are welcome to include any additional information that you consider may assist the Council in 
considering your request. 
 
 

Important Information 
Please note that: 
• Submission of a request does not imply that financial assistance will be awarded. 
• The Council may request further information before determining a request. 
• Requests will be considered in accordance with the Council's Grant and Donation Policy. 
• The Council's decision is final. 

 


