CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL

At the Annual Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27" May, 2026, at 7.10pm, in
Hamsteels Community Centre, Esh Winning.

Present: Councillor L McKendrick (in the Chair)
and Councillors R Makepeace, H Pegum and A Scott

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR
Resolved: That Councillor D Robb be elected Chair of the Council for the forthcoming year.
2, ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

Resolved: That Councillor L McKendrick be elected Vice Chair of the Council for the forthcoming
year.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Bottoms and D Robb.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 14.

5. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS

There were no County Councillors present at the meeting.

6. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29" April, 2026, were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

7. MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
8. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

The Council had previously appointed a Personnel Committee to deal with appointments and staffing
matters however there had been no requirement for the Committee to meet in recent years.

Resolved: That Members be appointed to the Committee if it is required to meet in future.
9. FORWARD PLANNING & REVIEW OF ONGOING PROJECTS
Discussion also took place regarding priorities and projects for the forthcoming year.
Resolved: That projects for the forthcoming year be identified during the course of the year.
10. FINANCIAL REPORT
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of:
(i) £334.48 in respect of Clerk’s wages for the month of May
(i) £83.76 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for the month of May

(iii) £to Makepeace Landscapes in respect grounds maintenance

(b) Cheques issued:
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() 29" Apr 2026 £ 848.40 Makepeace Landscapes No.1428
(i) 29" Apr 2026 £ 334.48 Clerk's wages No.1429
(i) 29" Apr 2026 £ 83.76 HMRC No.1430
(iv) 11" May 2026 £ 30,000 Transferto new current account No.1431

(c) Petty Cash
The petty cash balance was currently £4.82.
Resolved: That the petty cash be replenished to £100.00.
11. CORRESPONDENCE

Invitation received from Durham County Council to Local Network drop in session on 11 June, 2026,
at Meadowfield Leisure Centre.

Resolved: That the details be circulated and Members attend if they wished.
12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were no planning applications for consideration.

13. ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026

The Receipts and Payments accounts for the year 2025/2026 had been prepared by the Clerk,
copies of which had been circulated.

Resolved: That the accounts for the year 2025/2026 be approved.
14. PLANTERS

Discussion took place around the planters at Cornsay Colliery where 2 had collapsed and a further 4
were in a poor state of repair and at Hamsteels where all were in very poor condition.

A quote had been obtained from Makepeace Landscapes in the sum of £475 plus VAT for the
replacement of 6 planters at Cornsay Colliery.

No representations had been received from residents via the local residents’ association regarding
views on the replacement or otherwise of the damaged planters. While some of the planters were
watered or looked after by residents, others were not.

Consideration was given to whether these planters should be replaced as they had been allowed to
deteriorate and no residents had expressed a particular desire to maintain them. It was noted that
the planters were appreciated and did brighten up the village and suggested that rather than replace
all 6, the damaged planters be removed and replaced with 3 new ones.

In terms of the planters at Hamsteels, there were 2 situated outside the bungalows in Rowley
Crescent, 4 outside the bungalows on Western Avenue and two at the entrance to the estate. All
were in extremely poor condition, were many years old and had suffered extensive damage due to
grass cutting operations as they were sited on grassed open spaces.

It was noted that there were less planters on the estate than in other villages, however the
appropriateness of replacing them in their current locations where they were liable to be damaged by
grass cutters was questioned.

Resolved: (i) That the 6 damaged planters at Cornsay Colliery be removed and replaced with 3 new
planters.

(ii) That 2 replacement planters be provided in Rowley Crescent and a further 3 be sited around the
Community Centre on Parish Council land, with others to be removed.
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15. INSURANCE

The Council’s insurance policy was held with Clear Councils Insurance and due for renewal on 1%t
June, 2026. The premium quoted for the forthcoming year was £2,438.76.

Resolved: That the insurance policy be renewed with Clear Councils Insurance.

16. TRACC — REQUEST FOR FUNDING

A request had been received from TRACC for funding towards the cost of a face painter for the
Village Summer Fair in June. It was felt that facepainting would be a very popular attraction for
younger visitors and £150 was being requested to cover the facepainter’s fees.

The fair was open to and would be advertised in all 3 villages within the parish.

Resolved: That a contribution of £100 towards the cost be made under s145 of the Local
Government Act 1972.

17. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE

The community centre was being well attended with regular groups continuing to meet regularly,
although some were now beginning to break for the summer.

A film about the miners’ strike was being produced by Redhills and would be shown at the community
centre later in the year.

The Meeting closed at 7.55pm
Signed as a correct record:
Chairperson .......ccoiiiiii i Date ..o

ClerK Date ..o,
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Cornsay Parish Council

24 June 2026

REPORT OF THE CLERK

FINANCIAL REPORT

(a) Accounts for Payment

Goods/Service Details Amount VAT
(i) Clerk’s wages June 334.48
(i)  HMRC June 83.76
(i)  Makepeace Landscapes Grounds maintenance
(v)  Durham County Council Broadband 780.00 130.00
(vi) MG Ackroyd Internal Audit fees
(b) Receipts/Payments
ACCOUNT Virgin Money Virgin NEW Barclays Petty Cash
Balance B/F 14,893.92 0.00 87.10 4.82
add Receipts 20,003.40 31,247.35 0.00 0.00
less Payments 32,128.09 2,794.26 0.00 0.00
(uncleared payments) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
CASH AT BANK 2,769.23 28,453.09 87.10 4.82
TOTAL CASH AT
BANK 31,309.42
Add PETTY CASH 4.82
TOTAL CASH 31,314.24
RECEIPTS 51,250.75 PAYMENTS 34,922.35
Petty cash payments 0.00
Less uncleared
payments 0.00
Less transfers 30,001.00 Less transfers 30,001.00
TOTAL 21,249.75 TOTAL 4,921.35
Add B/F cash at bank 14,981.02 Add cash at bank 31,309.42
Add B/F petty cash 4.82 Add petty cash 4.82

BALANCE 36,235.59 36,235.59




CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR 2026/2027

RECEIPTS
LCTRS Bank VAT Other
DATE ACCOUNT Precept Grant  Interest Reclaim Transfer Receipts
01/04/2026 Virgin NEW 10.00
07/04/2026 Virgin Money 20,000.00
08/04/2026 Virgin Money 1.00
Virgin Money
27/04/2026 Virgin Money Interest 240
12/05/2026 Virgin NEW 30,000.00
15/05/2026 Virgin NEW Goodwill payment 50.00
22/05/2026  Virgin NEW 1,187.35
TOTAL 20,000.00 0.00 240 1,187.35 30,001.00 60.00
PAYMENTS
B =
o = = Envt & Office Comm
DATE ACCOUNT 5 PAYEE 8 VAT % Wages Insurance parks Audit  CDALC ICO  Expenses Misc Centre FElectons Website Contgncy Transfers Other
08/04/2016 \Virgin Money 1427 Clerk's wages March Y 334 48
08/04/2026 Virgin Money 1428 HMRC March Y 83.76
08/04/2026 Virgin NEW TR To Virgin current account Y 1.00
14/04/2025 Virgin Money TR  TRACC Easter meal Y 100.00
28/04/2026 Virgin Money TR Grimez to Shinez Cleaning Y 300.00
28/04/2026 Virgin Money DD TalkTalk April Y [? 43.21
01/05/2026 Virgin Money 1430 HMRC April Y 83.76
01/05/2026 Virgin Money 1429 Clerk's wages April Y 334 .48
01/05/2026 Virgin Money 1428 Makepeace Landscapes Grounds maint Y |? 848 .40
12/05/2026 Virgin Money TR To Virgin current account Y 30,000.00
18/05/2026 VirginNEW TR  CDALC Membership Y 211.36
29/05/2026 Virgin NEW TR Clear Councils Insurance Renewal Y 2.438.76
01/06/2026 Virgin NEW DD  TalkTalk May Y [? 43.14
08/06/2026 VirginNEW TR TRACC Summer Fair (s137) Y 100.00
SUBTOTAL 83648 243876 84840 0.00 21136 0.00 0.00 0.00 386.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 30,001.00 200.00
Uncleared 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL 83648 243876 84840 0.00 21136 0.00 0.00 0.00 386.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 30,001.00 200.00
Envt & Office Comm
Wages Insurance parks Audit  CDALC ICO  Expenses Misc Centre FElectons Website Contgncy Transfers Other
VAT BUDGET 5,600.00 2500.00 560000 42500 22500 50.00  250.00 0.00 5,600.00 0.00 500.00 7,500.00
TOTAL 0.00 Additional income
Reclaimed 0.00 Spend to date 83648 243876 84840 0.00 21136 0.00 0.00 0.00 386.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 200.00
TO RECLAIM 0.00 BALANCE 4,763.52 61.24 475160 42500 13.64 50.00 250.00 0.00 5,213.65 0.00 500.00 7,500.00 -200.00




REPORT BY INTERNAL AUDITOR
THE ANNUAL AUDIT 2025/26 AND OTHER MANAGEMENT MATTERS
CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL
BACKGROUND TO REPORT
Under the provisions of:-
a) the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 Councils, and in accordance with

b) the guidelines contained within the J.P.A.G. Document “The Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities in England - A Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices to be applied in the
preparation of statutory annual accounts and governance statements

Councils, such as Cornsay Parish Council, should arrange for an independent and suitably qualified
person to carry out an internal audit who, on the basis of an assessment of risk, should carry out a
selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected to be in
operation during the financial year ended 31st March.

The internal auditor is provided with a detailed check list (“objectives of internal control”’) in the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2015 to which he/she is asked to state if they
agree (YES), disagree (NO) or state N/A or Not Covered to each entry marked A-P on the checklist
included in the return.

Such responses signify conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, each objective was being
achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council.

Under the relevant sections of the Audit Commission Acts auditors are required to report any matters
which should be given formal consideration by the body or brought to the attention of the public.

CARRYING OUT THE AUDIT

| discussed the audit with the Clerk by email and by Zoom between on between 18" May and 8™
June 2026.

| was advised that the Annual Return was due to be submitted by 30" June 2026.

As the discussions took place over the internet | could not examine all relevant documents at first
hand so my findings are based on a series of random selections.

BUDGET 2025/26

The out-turn figures for receipts and payments were both within reasonable parameters of the
original budget adopted by the Council at its Meeting held on 30" October 2024 and as reported by
the Clerk at a Parish Council Meeting held on 21 January 2026.

| did however note from this report the following variations from the original budget.
a) Wages

An overspend due to an increase in pay to reflect a Local Government pay settlement but slightly
offset by a change in NI contributions during the latter part of the year.

b) Environment and Parks
An overspend due to repainting of swings and some additional work at the Community Centre.

¢) Some other minor variations were noted.



Receipts

Other than the Precept and the LCTRS Grant from Durham County Council the main sources of other
income were from the recovery of vat paid in 2024/25 and bank interest from Virgin Bank and
Barclays.

VAT

The Council paid £1187.35 vat during 2025/26 all of which was recovered from HMRC during the
current financial year.

| carried out a selective check on vat charged on 3 invoices and found these in order and that they
had been claimed back from HMRC.

I noted that the Clerk is indicating any vat to be paid when quoting payments to the Council.

Grants from the Wind Farm (CDCF)
| was advised that no grant was received from the CDCF during 2025/26.

Whilst on the subject of any potential grant from the Wind Farm, and on general contingencies
(£7,500), the Council might wish to give further consideration to possible future projects to at least
benefit from any possible further grants from the CDCF.

Invoices

From the random selection made all invoices received appear to have been referred to the Council
for approval and were in keeping with a previous authority to incur such expenditure.

Donations

| was advised that 4 requests for a donation had been received and agreed by the Council during the
year for amounts ranging between £50 and £100. | noted that with one exception the power used to
make the donation (usually Section 137) was quoted in the minutes.

The balances to be carried forward from 2024/25 to 2025/26 are £14,986 compared with £13,140.41
for the year ending 2024/245.

The majority of the balances are for general contingencies for which £7,500 has been allowed to
cover such costs as any work required to the play equipment, the draw well, fences, community
centre repairs such as boiler breakdown etc.

The balances equate to around 9 months running costs which are within External Audit guidelines.

None undertaken during the year.

Mainly environmental improvements in the Parish.



I understand that this continues to be paid monthly by cheque with no issues raised by HMRC.

Any expenditure made by the Council can be found on the Council's website.

INSURANCE

Policy

Clear Council’s Insurance continues to provide the Council’s cover.
The Fidelity Guarantee Cover

| understand that the Fidelity Guarantee Cover provided by Clear Council’s Insurance at £150,000 is
more than adequate for the Parish Council.

Claims
| also understand that there were no insurance claims made by or against the Council in 2025/26.
Business Interruption

The Council has cover in place for possible Business Interruption.

| understand that the Clerk’s terms and conditions were reviewed during the year and a pay award
agreed in line in accordance with a recent Local Government pay settlement.

Grounds Management contract

| understand that Makepeace continue to provide an excellent service under its contract with the
Council.

Cleaning contract

As mentioned in my report for 2023/24 tenders were invited for a new cleaning contract for the
Community Centre which was awarded to Grimez2shinez at a cost of £300 per month from 15t April
2025.

It is a rolling monthly contract with no VAT.
General comment on future Contracts

The Council has updated its Financial Regulations based on the NALC model ones were adopted at
a Meeting held on 25" October 2025.

These provide that “as far as possible that the best available terms are obtained usually by obtaining
prices from several suppliers”.

| understand that the Council has accounts with Virgin (now including an interest earning account)
and Barclays and currently has free banking facilities.

| understand that there were no banking charges for 2025/26 but in the current situation it is possible
that this might change in the future.



| was advised that the Clerk has not needed to use his personal debit card to make any purchases on
behalf of the Council.

The Parish Clerk has access to petty cash of up to £100. Occasionally funds have to be transferred
to bring the balance up to the authorised limit.

The Clerk showed me a page from the petty cash book and | noted several instances where this had
been used for the purchase of stamps etc for Council business.

| was advised that the Chairman inspects the cashbook and initials each page once he has seen
them.

| understand that at the year end there was a balance of £4.52 in the Petty Cash funds.

| was advised that there hadn’t been any further works on the Hall during 2025/26 although the
Council is still considering the matter of repairing or replacing the water heaters. Minute No 27 refers.

| carried a random check on the minutes of a Meeting being signed and dated by the Chairman and
found these to be in order. | did however note a few very minor mistakes in the minutes as follows:-

a) Meeting 19" May 2025 Min No 16 refers. | would have preferred that the report had included the
price quoted for the work required to the entrance doors.

b) Meeting held on 30" July 2025 Min No 33 (a) (iv) should read £290 to Cornsay Village Residents
Association not £190 as shown.

c) Meeting held on 29" October 2025 Minute No 57 (b) (ii) should read £96.60 to HMRC not £90.00
as shown.

d) Meeting held on 21t January 2026 Minute No 80 (a) (iv) should read £504 to Makepeace
Landscapes not £584 as shown.

e) Meeting held on 21%' January 2026 Minute No 83 Precept and Budget setting for 2026/27. In the
report to the Council the current position shown on the first page showed a balance of £17,770.57.
This should have read £17,700.57 and the Balance should have been £7,274.87 not the £7,344.87
as shown.

f) In the same report mention is made of the Budget for 2025/26.1 think this should have been
2026/27.

The Clerk should report these amendments to a future Meeting of the Council

Asset Register

The Clerk cons to monitor the Asset Register which was approved by the Council at a Meeting held
on 29" January 2026. Minute No 86 refers.

Risk Assessment

The Clerk continues to monitor the Council's Risk Assessment procedures and the policies were
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approved by the Council at a Meeting held on 215t January 2026 with some minor rewording. Minute
No 91 refers.

Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit

The Clerk continues to monitor this Review which was approved by the Council at a Meeting held on
21t January 2026 with no changes made. Minute No 87 refers.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return

| noted that this had been approved at the Parish Council Meeting held on 19" May 2025 — Minute
No 15 (a) refers.

Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The Council approved and adopted the NALC Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations,
with some minor amendments, at its Meeting held on 29" October 2025. Minute No 61 refers.

IT Information and Security Policy

| noted that the Council had adopted a detailed report submitted by the Clerk at its Meeting held on
25" March 2026 — Minute No 116 refers.

Code of Conduct

The current Code of Conduct was adopted by the Parish Council at its Meeting held on 28 June
2021. Minute No 26 refers

| understand that the television owned by the Council has been PAT tested since my last Report.

From a random check all counterfoils appear to have been initialled by 3 authorised signatories, as
required under the Council's financial regulations.

| also checked some invoices, the cheques issued and the relevant entry on the bank statement.
These were all in order.

| was advised that quotes had been obtained for the annual inspection and this was won by ROSPA.
An inspection was carried out by them during 2025/26 and the list of repairs identified were
subsequently carried out by the Council.

| understand that 2 local residents continue to carry out weekly inspections which are logged.

Budget/Precept for 2026/27

The Clerk advised the Council that there has been a slight change in the Council Tax Base figure for
2026/27.

For 2025/26 it was 283.5 and for 2026/27 it was 281.7.

Following consideration of the draft budget/precept for 2026/27, at its Meeting held on 29" October
2025, the following was agreed at the Parish Council Meeting held on 26" November 2025 (Minute
No 71 refers) that given the potential loss of the County Council’'s LCTRS it was agreed to discuss
the matter at the Council’s Meeting to be held on 215t January 2026.



At that latest Meeting options were considered:-

a) Making no change to the current Band D precept of £64.14 would reduce income by around £450
in some part due the loss of the LCTSS grant from the County Council and the small loss in the
Council Tax base.

b) As there were other potential increases in the pipeline affecting wages, environment and
Community Centre budgets an alternative budget of increasing the existing Precept of £18,183 to
£20,000 should be considered.

Option a) would result in a Band D figure of £64.14.

Option b) would result in a new Band D figure of £71.00 which equates to an increase of around
10.7%.

After giving the matter careful consideration it was agreed:-

(I) That a precept be set based on the Council's budgetary needs [£20,000]

(ii) That funds at the year end be allocated as the Council agrees.

| understand that no comments have been received from any residents concerning this increase.

Whilst the increase appears high there appear to be sound reasons for the amount concerned.

a) The Council might wish to give further consideration to possible future projects to at least benefit
from any possible further grants from the CDCF and its general contingencies.

b) To report to the Council the corrections outlined under MINUTES on page 4

Following a detailed discussion with the Clerk, and having reviewed a range of documents and other
records, | came to the conclusion that | could respond YES or NOT COVERED where appropriate to
each of the objectives identified by the external Auditor.

As requested on the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 | would comment on the NOT COVERED
boxes as follows:-

Box K

| have ticked the not covered box against objective K as the Council did not need to consider
certifying itself as exempt from a limited assurance review for the 2021/22 audit as its then turnover
was between £25,000 and £200,000.

Box L

| have ticked the yes box against objective | as the Council for 2025/26 is not certifying itself as
exempt from a limited assurance as it did for 2024/25;

| have been advised that all the relevant information is available on the council's website and | have
carried out a random check on the Council's website and found that the information | was looking for
was available.

Box O

This now states “The authority has complied with laws, regulations and proper practices relating to
digital and data compliance’.

To ensure that the Council complies the requirements, a revised and updated Data Protection Policy
and Roadmap has been updated to ensure the Council complies with its obligations.



New Box P
Was the previous Box O on Trust Funds which has been answered N/A

| also checked the completed Section 2 page of the AGAR forms the Accounting Statements 2025/26
and found the amounts stated tallied with the year end Receipts and Payments and the Council’s
overall balances (bank statements and petty cash) as 31 March 2026.

| would now like to make reference to my response to Box M.
Note on Box M

| noted from the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on September 24" 2025 (Minute No 48
refers) that the External Auditor considered that the Council had not observed the procedures laid
down in the Accounts and Audit Regulations to publish the Councils approval to the AGAR forms for
the 2025/26 accounts.

| accept Mazars (the External Auditor) comments, that the notice was not published on the first day it
could have been.

| have ascertained that this was due to the Clerk being taken ill shortly before he was about to
publish the notice, and to the lack of time the Council then had to meet the Regulation requirements
to covene an emergency meeting to authorise a Councillor to arrange publication of the relevant
Notice..

The notice was however, published as soon as practicable, and the electors rights period did actually
cover the 30 days notice of inspection, including the first 10 in July, as required by the Regulations.

In the circumstances | am of the opinion that as publication took place as soon as reasonably
practicable, following approval of the AGAR, that on balance | considered appropriate to tick YES in
Box M..

QUALIFICATIONS ON THE AUDIT

My report is based on a limited review of the Council’s accounts and is not a full audit and should not
be taken as approving the Council’s accounts 2025..

The purpose of this report is to be satisfied that the Council has adequate systems in place to

meet the numerous control objectives sought by the External Auditor and to recommend possible
improvements to the Council’s existing systems.

Finally | would like to thank the Clerk for his help in extracting any background information that |
needed when compiling this report.

M. G. Ackroyd
Internal Auditor
12 June 2026



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Cornsay Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

‘Yes’ means that this authorty:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepfed responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properiy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authonity.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded fo matters brought to its attention by internal and
exfernal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing frustee of a local
trust or trusts.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authority on:

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference: Chair
Clerk
www.cornsaypc.org.uk
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 4 of 6

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Cornsay Parish Council

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2026

2025
£ £

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures

must agree fo underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 8,625 13,140| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept {(or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 17,435 18,183 | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

recefved.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

9,038 2,627 | the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
5’045 5’21 4 employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

1 6,91 3 1 3,750 book less staff casts (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 1 3,140 14,986 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 1 3, 140 14,986 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 592,645 592 ,645| up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 0 from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the
accounting  statements  above

exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved
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