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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th September, 2025, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor L McKendrick (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, R Makepeace and A Scott 

 
40. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Robb and H Pegum.  
 
41. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
42. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no County Councillors present at the meeting or reports received.  

 

43. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 20th July, 2025, were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
44. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 38 - The swings at Cornsay had now been painted.    
 
45. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 

(i) £386.48 in respect of Clerk’s wages for the month of September (including back pay) 
(ii) £96.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for the month of September 
(iii) £1,148.40 (including VAT of £191.40) to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of 

grounds maintenance, grass cutting and painting of the swings 
 

(b) Payments made having fallen due over the summer recess: 
 

(i) £780.00 (including VAT of £130.00) to Durham County Council in respect of broad 
band and filtering services 

(ii) £45.00 to the Information Commissioners Office in respect of data protection 
registration 
 

(c) Cheques issued: 
 
(i) 30th July 2025 £ 324.08 Clerk’s wages    No.1401 
(ii) 30th July 2025 £ 162.00 HMRC     No.1402 
(iii) 30th July 2025 £ 837.60 Makepeace Landscapes  No.1403 
(iv) 30th July 2025 £ 290.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No.1404 
(v) 27th August 2025 £ 324.08 Clerk’s wages    No.1405 
(vi) 20th August 2025 £ 780.00 Durham County Council   No.1406 

 
46. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence for the Council’s attention.  
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47. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

DM/25/02468 – 14 Rose Court, Esh Winning 
Crown reduce and reshape alder 
 
Resolved: That the Council has no objection to the application.  
 

48. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN  
 
The Annual Governance & Accountability Return had been received from Mazars.  No matters had 
come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and requirements had not 
been met.  
 
They did, however, note that the Annual Governance & Accountability Return had been approved by 
the Council before the internal audit report had been completed and requested that in future the 
internal audit should be fully completed prior to the AGAR being approved.  
 
Mazars had also noted that the AGAR has not met the requirements of the Regulations, in that it had 
not been published as soon as possible following approval.  The earliest date on which it could have 
been published was 2nd June and it had been published on 6th June.  This had been due to the 
resources available at the time. 
 
Resolver: That the report be noted.  
 
49. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
(a) Additional grounds maintenance  

 
A neighbour had reported that the bushes and shrubs along side the community centre were 
overgrowing her boundary and asked if they could be cut back to prevent this.  
 
Resolved: That Makepeace Landscapes be requested to assess and quote for the required work.  
 

(b) Update report  
 
Many groups were returning following the summer break.  The summer holiday activity sessions has 
been well attended and feedback extremely positive with the activities having been enjoyed by all the 
children. 
 
Gentle chair yoga had now started and numbers were hopefully building up.  A country and western 
night and a new LCBTQ+ cafe session that was being supported by the PCP were coming up nect 
week while a range of activities for the Christmas period were also being planned.  
 
Resolved: That the report.  
 
50. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
51. CLERK’S WAGES 
 
The Clerk was paid on NJC payscales and a pay agreement had been reached for the year 2025-
2026 which offered an increase of 3.2% across all scales, backdated to 1st April, 2025. 
 
The new rates were noted.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
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The Meeting closed at 7.25pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

29 October 2025 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

(a) Accounts for Payment 
 

  Goods/Service 

 

Details Amount VAT 

(i) Clerk’s wages October 334.48  

(ii) HMRC October 83.76  

(iii) HMRC September (recalculated) 9.91  

(iv) Mazars LLP Audit Fees   

(v) Names.co.uk Renewal of website hosting/email (2 yrs) 478.55 79.76 

(vi) Names.co.uk Renewal of website builder package 453.35 75.56 

 
(b) Receipts & Payments 

 
 

ACCOUNT   Virgin Money Barclays Current Barclays Saving Petty Cash 

      

Balance B/F   13,031.43 60.00 26.77 22.21 

      

add Receipts  20,700.36 0.00 0.00 0.00 

less Payments  12,156.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 

      

(uncleared payments)  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

      

CASH AT BANK   21,575.64 60.00 26.77 22.21 

            

      
TOTAL CASH AT 
BANK  21,662.41    

Add PETTY CASH  22.21    

      

TOTAL CASH   21,684.62    

            

      

RECEIPTS  20,700.36  PAYMENTS 12,156.15 

    Petty cash payments 0.00 

      

    

Less uncleared 
payments 0.00 

Less transfers  0.00  Less transfers  0.00 

      

TOTAL   20,700.36  TOTAL 12,156.15 

      

Add B/F cash at bank  13,118.20  Add cash at bank 21,662.41 

Add B/F petty cash  22.21  Add petty cash  22.21 

      

BALANCE   33,840.77     33,840.77 
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DM/25/02751/FPA | 30A Commercial Street Cornsay Colliery Durham DH7 9BW 
Change of use from a dwellinghouse (C3) to a care home (C2) for three children with external 
alterations  
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Existing

 
 
Proposed 
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