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 A Fresh Start: Growing Our Lions Family Together 

Lions Family, 

A new year brings a new beginning—and for our district, it brings a powerful
opportunity. 

We are launching a six-month membership contest with a bold and meaningful goal: to
welcome 200 new Lions into our Lions family and become the first district in Florida
to come out of transitional status. This is not just a number. It is a statement of who
we are and what we believe is possible when Lions work together with purpose. 

Our district is filled with Lions who have hearts of Lions—Lions who serve quietly, give
generously, and show up for their communities again and again. We understand the
importance of Lions Clubs International and the impact we make when we stand united
in service. Now is the time to share that impact with others and invite them to be part
of something greater than themselves. 

Membership growth is not about pressure or perfection. It's about opening our doors,
telling our stories, and extending an invitation. Every community we serve is full of
people who want to help, who want connection, and who are looking for a way to make
a difference. Lions give them that opportunity. 

This six-month contest is a fresh start—a chance to re-energize our clubs, strengthen
our visibility, and build a future that is sustainable and strong. Whether your club
brings in one new Lion or twenty, every new member strengthens our district and
expands our reach. Together, we can do this. 

Together, we can grow. Together, we can lead Florida by example. Let's move forward
with confidence, unity, and Lion pride—welcoming new Lions, strengthening our family,
and proving once again that where there is a need, there is a Lion. 

In Lionism, We Serve, 

Suzi Rodgers

District Governor
Message

Suzi Rodgers
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Hotels and lodging options in and immediately around Chipley, FL

1.  Comfort Inn & Suites Chipley I‑10

a. Address: 1140 Motel Drive, Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: (850) 415-1111 

c. Website: www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/comfort-inn-hotels/fl751

d. Notes: Offers free breakfast and Wi-Fi; located near I-10 and Falling Waters

State Park. 

2. Quality Inn Chipley I‑10 at Exit 120

a. Address: 1130 Motel Drive, Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: (448) 210-1584 Choice Hotels

c. Website: https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/quality-inn-

hotels/flb75 

d. Notes: Includes free breakfast and Wi-Fi, outdoor pool.

3. Red Roof Inn Chipley

a. Address: 1593 Main St, Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: Call direct for reservations (often via site) Red Roof Inn

c. Website: https://www.redroof.com/property/fl/chipley/RRI863 

d. Notes: Budget-friendly option with free Wi-Fi and pet-friendly rooms. 

4. Super 8 by Wyndham Chipley

a. Address: 1150 Motel Drive (near Exit 120), Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: (850) 638-8530 

c. Website: https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chipley-florida/super-8-

chipley/overview 

d. Notes: Simple roadside hotel near I-10 with free breakfast and Wi-Fi. 

5. Days Inn by Wyndham Chipley (closed due to fire)

6. The Sullivan House Florida, a bed and breakfast & more (smaller lodging/B&B)

a. Address: 1305 Church Ave, Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: 850-900-7464

c. Website: http://www.sullivanhouseflorida.com/

d. Notes: Highly rated local B&B option in Chipley.

7. Budget Inn (budget motel)

a. Address: 1184 E Jackson Ave, Chipley, FL 32428

b. Phone: 850-638-1850

c. Notes: Basic motel option (phone/website may require direct search).

https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/comfort-inn-hotels/fl751
https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/quality-inn-hotels/flb75
https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/quality-inn-hotels/flb75
https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/chipley/quality-inn-hotels/flb75
https://www.redroof.com/property/fl/chipley/rri863
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chipley-florida/super-8-chipley/overview?CID=LC:yytq4fvvehxh7se:8629&iata=00093796
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chipley-florida/super-8-chipley/overview?CID=LC:yytq4fvvehxh7se:8629&iata=00093796
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/chipley-florida/super-8-chipley/overview?CID=LC:yytq4fvvehxh7se:8629&iata=00093796
https://sullivanhouseflorida.com/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89058364678
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MELVIN JONES
BIRTHDAY JANUARY 13

The Original Lion
Before there were over 1.4. million Lions

around the world, there was one man with a

vision. He was a salesman from Chicago,

Illinois, USA, named Melvin Jones. Driven by a

dynamic personality and a heart filled with

kindness, he helped create a service movement

over 100 years ago that’s still thriving today.

The Melvin Jones Story
Melvin Jones was a dreamer, a doer and a pragmatist. He was an energetic,

extroverted salesman who in private hours would reread Shakespeare. What

better man to found the world’s largest association of service clubs?

The Lions International Board of Directors officially designated Jones as the

founder of Lions Clubs in 1958—more than four decades after Lions Clubs held

its first meeting. But, no matter what his official title, Jones’ impact on the

Lions has been far-reaching. He provided the leadership, the organizational

ability, the tenacity and the muscle necessary to establish the foundation for

Lions Clubs International to become what it is today.

Jones was born on Jan. 13, 1879, at Fort Thomas, Arizona, a remote U.S. Army

cavalry post where his father was a scout for the Army. At age 7, Jones’ family

moved east and settled in Illinois. Gifted with a fine tenor voice, he considered

making his career in music. Instead, he became an insurance salesman.

Go to https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/melvin-jones-

biography to read more about The Original Lion Melvin Jones.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/melvin-jones-biography
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/melvin-jones-biography


BACK TO TOP

14

2
0

2
6

LI
O

N
S 

EV
EN

TS24 JANUARY 

DISTRICT 35L DISTRICT
ADVISORY MEETING -
CHIPLEY, FL

11 APRIL

DISTRICT 35L MINI
DISTRICT CONVENTION -
TALLAHASSEE

1-2 MAY

MD 35 SPRING
CONVENTION - ORLANDO

ONLINE DIRECTORY
Month of January

National Eye Care Month
National Glaucoma Awareness Month

January 1
New Years Day

January 4
World Braille Day

January 13
Melvin Jones Birthday

January 15
Martin Luther King Day

Peace Poster Kits go on sale
January 29

Seeing-Eye Guide Dog Anniversary

http://district35l.com/
https://nationaltoday.com/national-eye-care-month/
https://nationaltoday.com/national-glaucoma-awareness-month/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-braille-day/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/melvin-jones-biography
https://nationaltoday.com/martin-luther-king-day/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/peace-poster#deadlines
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/peace-poster#deadlines
https://nationaltoday.com/seeing-eye-guide-dog-anniversary/
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WEBSITES
lionsclubs.org
LCIF Website
lionsvirtual.org
Lions Portal
Lionsmd35.com
district35L.com
district35i.com
district35o.com
district35n.com
lionsdistrict35n.org

YOUTUBE
Lions International
@LionsVirtualLive
@USLionsRock
Lions Video Center

FACEBOOK
Lions International
LCIF
Lions USA
Lions Virtual
Global Lions Forum
Lions of Multiple District 35 
Florida Lions District 35-L 
Florida Lions District 35-I 
Florida Lions District 35-O
Florida Lions District 35-N 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/lcif
https://lionsvirtual.org/
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/login/?language=en_US
http://lionsmd35.com/
http://district35l.com/
http://district35i.com/
http://district35o.com/
http://district35n.com/
https://lionsdistrict35n.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lionsclubsorg
https://www.youtube.com/@LionsVirtualLive
https://www.youtube.com/@USLionsRock
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lions-video-center
https://www.facebook.com/lionsclubs
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371054055831434
https://www.facebook.com/LionsVirtual
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152792871987251
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaLionsDistrict35O
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
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