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Searching for Your Lion Heart

How many times do you try before giving up in a difficult situation?

A Lion Heart doesn’t count attempts — it counts purpose. And purpose is what keeps us trying
again.

We try when a fundraiser doesn’t meet its goal the first time, and instead of  walking away, we
regroup, rethink, and run it again — better than before.

We try when membership invitations are declined, knowing that one “no” today may become a
proud “yes” tomorrow. Every invitation planted is a seed, and Lion Hearts understand that seeds
take time to grow.

We try when a service project feels overwhelming, when the need is bigger than our resources, and
yet we show up anyway — because someone out there is counting on us.

We try when a meeting is small, when energy feels low, and when progress seems slow. We keep
showing up, because consistency builds momentum.

We try when life itself  is heavy, when personal challenges tug at our strength — and still, we serve.
That is the quiet courage of  a Lion.

A Lion Heart does not know the meaning of  giving up.
Difficulty is not a stop sign — it’s a reminder of  why we started.
As long as there is a need in our community…

As long as there is a hand to hold, a child to help, a vision to protect…

We try again.
Because that is who we are.
Because that is what Lions do.

In Lionism We Serve, 
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District 35L is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: 2026 February Member Orientation

Time: Feb 19, 2026 06:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81396831346?pwd=zs4zL6RpV6IaOVEMcDmd14ReeJcm3g.1

Meeting ID: 813 9683 1346

Passcode: 620129

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81396831346?pwd=zs4zL6RpV6IaOVEMcDmd14ReeJcm3g.1
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Advisory Meeting
January 24, 2026

CABINET MINUTES
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NORTHEAST FLORIDA LIONS HEARING AID BANK, Inc. 
 Florida Lions District 35-L Update

All Lions clubs in District 35-L are encouraged to get involved! Every club in the district has the opportunity to
have representation on the Board of the Northeast Florida Lions Hearing Aid Bank, Inc.
Lion Sue Hooten, current President, has appointed a Nominating Committee to present a slate of officers for the
upcoming term, including President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

🔹 Nominating Committee
 Lion President Sue Hooten, Chair
 PDG Bobby Wright
 Cabinet Secretary Brittny Young
 SVDG Susan Oliva

📅 The slate will be presented and voted on at the next Quarterly Meeting:
 Thursday, April 9
 🕖 7:00 PM ET | 🕕 6:00 PM CT

We hope many clubs will choose to participate. Any Lion interested in serving as an officer is asked to contact a
member of the Nominating Committee by the end of February.

At this time, the Hearing Aid Bank will not be refurbishing used hearing aids. Instead, we will partner with Hearing
Centers utilizing the Starkey Cares Program. As this reorganization moves forward, clubs will be updated on how
they can participate.

Our goal remains clear: to provide a strong, effective hearing program for the District 35-L community.
Together, we can continue to serve those in need.
 We Serve. 
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NORTHEAST FLORIDA LIONS HEARING AID BANK, Inc.
HISTORY

 In 1971, Lions Club International elected to work with the hearing impaired. They chose to call this
“Speech and Hearing”.
 District 35-L adopted this program in December 1983 in the form of  a Hearing Aid Bank. The
involvement and procedures were quite simple: solicit used aids from the Public, refurbish them and issue
to the hearing impaired that were unable to afford this luxury. A governing board was formed and in the
Lion year 1983-1984, the first officers were elected.
 By-laws were adopted on November 13, 1983, with the organizational name of  Northeast Florida Lions
Hearing Aid Bank.
 The First Bank Coordinator, Lion Charlie Petrelli, served until 1995. He maintained the inventory and
coordinated all the testing of  donated aids with the Jacksonville Hearing and Speech Center. Lion Jim
McGarry continued as Bank Coordinator until July 2002. Lion Roger Palmer assumed the position until
January 2004. The current “Keeper of  the Bank” is Lion Shirley Shuler.
 Lions Emmett Usher, Charlie Petrelli and K.K. Kramer were among the forerunners of  the Hearing Aid
Bank. A most active member of  the Hearing Aid Bank, Lion Don Sharrow, became Treasurer of  the Bank
in 1987 and continued until his death in 2004.
 In 1990, the Hearing Aid Bank worked with The Closed Caption Institute of  Washington, D.C. to furnish
television closed caption decoders to the deaf  students attending the St. Augustine School for the Deaf
and Blind. During Christmas 1990, the Bank was able to present 125 students with decoders. $11,745.00
was donated by the Clubs of  District 35-L to make this happen! This success was brought about by club
involvement and hard work by a lot of  members.
 Over the years, quarterly meetings have been held in various locations. However, since 1996, the meetings
have been centrally located in Palatka. Each club within District 35 L is permitted to appoint two members
to serve on the Bank Board.
 There were five Area Coordinators that work with clubs in their respective areas. These are Ocala,
Palatka, Gainesville, St. Augustine, and Jacksonville. Each coordinator developed a relationship with local
hearing aid specialists in their area to encourage their assistance in keeping the procurement of  aids at an
affordable level.
 This continued until the pandemic in 2020-2022. The last quarterly meeting of  the Board was on
9/20/2022. Donations from clubs stopped in 2023. At the District Cabinet Meeting in November 2025, the
possibility to refresh the Hearing Aid Bank was discussed. SVDG Susan Oliva was appointed to spearhead
this effort. A Quarterly meeting of  the current Board was held on Jan. 7, 2026, via Zoom. 
 Lion Sue Hooten, the current President, appointed a Nominating Committee to present a slate of
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. The Committee is: Lion President Sue Hooten, Chair;
members are PDG Bobby Wright, Cabinet Secretary Brittny Young, SVDG Susan Oliva.

 This slate will be presented and voted on at the next Quarterly meeting, scheduled for Thursday, April 9th
at 7 pm ET, 6 pm CT.
 

 We hope that many clubs will want to participate, and we ask anyone willing to serve as an officer to
please contact the Nominating Committee by the end of  February.
 

 At present, we will not be refurbishing used hearing aids, instead, we will make use of  the Hearing
Centers that use the Starkey Cares program. As this reorganization progresses, we will let the clubs know
how to participate. We need to offer a hearing program to the District 35 L Community.
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2025-2026 Excellence Awards updates
 

Applications will NOT be necessary for the 2025-2026 award cycle. Awards will be distributed by
Lions International to clubs that meet the updated criteria and eligibility requirements. You will find
these listed below.

Club Excellence Award criteria
The Club Excellence Award acknowledges the dedication and legacy of service within individual
clubs and is the foundation for excellence awards presented to Zone Chairpersons, Region
Chairpersons and District Governors.

Membership
Induct a minimum of two or 20% new members, whichever is greater (not including transfer,
reinstated or charter members). Eligibility is determined based on the club’s membership count on
June 30th of the previous Lion year.
Or sponsor a new Lions club.

Service
Report a minimum of four service activities to Lions International. Three of these activities must
show participation in each of the three International Weeks of Service.

Leadership
Report newly elected club officers in Lion Portal by May 15 of the current Lion year.
A minimum of 10% of the club’s members complete any three courses in the Lions Learning Center.
The club president for the current Lion year must not have served more than two consecutive terms.
A minimum of two or more club officers (president, vice president, secretary or treasurer. Of which,
one must be the club president) complete Club Officer Training (online with the Lions Learning
Center or in-person as reported by a GLT coordinator in Learn) between May 1 – December 31.

Donations
Contributed to LCIF a minimum of the club’s membership total on June 30th of the previous Lion
year, multiplied by US$20.
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ONLINE DIRECTORY
Month of February

AMD/Low Vision Awareness Month
American Heart Month

National Cancer Prevention Month
National Children’s Dental Health Month

February 2
Ground Hog Day

February 4
World Cancer Day

February 5
Disaster Day
February 14

Valentine’s Day
February 15

International Childhood Cancer Day
February 16

President’s Day
February 23-24 

Mission 1.5 Worldwide Reporting Day
February 23

World Peace and Understanding Day

http://district35l.com/
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WEBSITES
lionsclubs.org
LCIF Website
lionsvirtual.org
Lions Portal
Lionsmd35.com
district35L.com
district35i.com
district35o.com
district35n.com
lionsdistrict35n.org

YOUTUBE
Lions International
@LionsVirtualLive
@USLionsRock
Lions Video Center

FACEBOOK
Lions International
LCIF
Lions USA
Lions Virtual
Global Lions Forum
Lions of Multiple District 35 
Florida Lions District 35-L 
Florida Lions District 35-I 
Florida Lions District 35-O
Florida Lions District 35-N 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/lcif
https://lionsvirtual.org/
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/login/?language=en_US
http://lionsmd35.com/
http://district35l.com/
http://district35i.com/
http://district35o.com/
http://district35n.com/
https://lionsdistrict35n.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lionsclubsorg
https://www.youtube.com/@LionsVirtualLive
https://www.youtube.com/@USLionsRock
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lions-video-center
https://www.facebook.com/lionsclubs
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371054055831434
https://www.facebook.com/LionsVirtual
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152792871987251
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaLionsDistrict35O
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
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