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In Memoriam: Celebrating the Life and Legacy of Past International Director A Geoffrey Wade
We are profoundly saddened by the passing of A. Geoffrey Wade, who passed away on March 20,
2026.
Geoffrey was a dedicated and steadfast Lion whose leadership and service left a lasting impact
across our communities and beyond. A respected leader within Lionism, he exemplified what it
truly means to serve.
Geoffrey played a vital role in Beauty of Sight, where he offered both leadership and vision to its
mission. He served as President of both the Eye Bank and Foundation, guiding the organization with
strong financial leadership and unwavering commitment.
Under his leadership, Beauty of Sight continued its mission of Creating a World Without Blindness.
Through his dedication, countless individuals were given the gift of sight, and his legacy will
continue to live on through the lives he helped transform.
Geoffrey’s commitment to service touched many, and we are deeply grateful for all he contributed.
His passion, leadership, and heart for helping others will not be forgotten.
To honor Geoffrey’s exceptional commitment to Beauty of Sight, donations may be made in his
memory:
 🔗 https://beautyofsight.org/donaten.php
Rest in peace, Geoffrey. Your dedication and legacy will forever inspire our work and the mission of
Lions everywhere.

https://beautyofsight.org/donaten.php
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District Governor
Message

Lions? Oh, I remember them………
 

What will we do when there are no more Lions?
That’s a powerful—and honestly uncomfortable—question. But the truth is: if there are no more
Lions Clubs International members, it won’t be because the world stopped needing Lions. It will
be because we stopped being Lions.

Because the needs won’t disappear.

Children will still need vision screenings.
Families will still rely on places like Ronald McDonald House Charities.
Communities will still depend on partnerships with groups like Leader Dogs for the Blind and
VOSH International.

The question isn’t really “What will we do?”
It’s “Who will step up?”

If there are no more Lions, one of two things happens:
Either others will rise to fill the gap…
or the gap will remain—and people will go without the help they need.

But here’s the hopeful part:
Lions don’t just disappear overnight. They fade when we stop inviting, stop mentoring, stop
showing others what it means to serve.

So maybe the better question is:
What are we doing today to make sure there are always Lions tomorrow?

Are we bringing in new members?
Are we engaging the ones we have?
Are we telling our story loudly enough that others want to be part of it?

Because Lionism isn’t just an organization—it’s a legacy.
And legacies only continue when someone chooses to carry them forward.
If there are no more Lions, it won’t be because the world didn’t need us.
It will be because we didn’t pass the torch.
And that… is something we still have complete control over.
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Cabinet Advisory Meeting
Saturday, April 11, 2026
Tallahassee Lions Club

276 North Magnolia Dr., Tallahassee
Draft              Draft               Draft

8:30am                   Lions Registration 
8:30-930am          Coffee and muffins, etc.          
9:00-10:15am       Board Meeting (Includes all cabinet officers and zones)
                                                                       

GENERAL SESSION
Invocation: IPDG Dr. Greg Seltzer
Pledge: Tallahassee Lion -
Welcome:  Tallahassee Lions Club President, Lion James Lee
10:40-10:45 Introduction of our head table and cabinet. Lion James Lee
10:45-10:50 Roll Call: Cabinet Secretary, Brittny Young, (please tell us number of Lions in
attendance from your club)
10:50-10:55am Approval of Minutes from 01.24.2026 Cabinet Meeting
10:55-11:00am Treasurer's Report: District Treasurer, Lion Sue Hooten/John Hopkins
11:00-11:10am District Governor Discussion Pre-Cabinet Meeting and Possible Voting.
11:10-11:35am  District Nominations for the 3 levels of District Governors Nominations will be
taken from the floor for 2  Vice District Governornd

                          

11:35am -12:14pm                      GAT REPORTS
 GST, GET 1 Vice District Governor George Nilesst 

           GLT- 2  Vice District Governor Susan Olviand

           GMT- Cabinet Secretary Lion Brittny Young
 12:14 pm-12:14pm  Bless the Food: IPDG Dr. Greg Seltzer

12:15pm-12:50 pm                       ENJOY YOUR LUNCH
 +

12:50pm-1:05pm Open                                
1:05pm-1:10pm  Leader Dog for the Blind, Lion Meredyth Mason
1:10pm-1:20pm  Lions Saving Sight: Director of Operations, Lion Judi Seltzer
1:20PM-1:30PM  BREAK
1:30pm-1:55pm Club Bragging: What is your club up to? 
 

1:45pm-1:48pm Guest Speaker Introduction: PCC Stan Rodgers
1:55pm-2: 35pm Guest Speaker, Dr. Rita Smith
2:35pm-2:40pm Qualifying results of the nominations from the floor for 2  Vice District Governor.nd

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
April 18-26, 2026 Worldwide Service Initiative is: Environment
May 1-3, 2026 Multiple District 35 Convention, The Florida Hotel, Orlando
September 3-5, 2026, USA Canadian Leadership Forum, Memphis, TN
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District 35-L Is Seeking a 2nd Vice
District Governor

Our district is currently accepting nominations for the office of Second Vice District Governor for
the upcoming Lions year. If you have a heart for service, a vision for leadership, and a desire to
strengthen our district, we encourage you to prayerfully and thoughtfully consider this
opportunity.

Eligibility Requirements
A candidate for Second Vice District Governor must:

1.Be an Active Member in good standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing within the
district.

2.Secure endorsement from his/her club or a majority of the clubs in the district.
3.Have served (or will have served by the time of taking office) as:

A Lions club President for a full term or major portion thereof, and
A member of a club Board of Directors for no less than two (2) additional years;

              and
One of the following positions for a full term or major portion thereof:

Zone Chairperson
Region Chairperson
District Global Extension Team Coordinator
District Global Leadership Team Coordinator
District Global Membership Team Coordinator
District Global Service Team Coordinator
LCIF District Coordinator
Cabinet Secretary and/or Treasurer

(None of the above service positions may have been served concurrently.)
4.Must not have completed a full term or major portion thereof as District Governor.

Serving as Second Vice District Governor is an opportunity to grow, lead, and make a lasting
impact across our district. 

If you are interested or would like to learn more about the responsibilities and process, please
contact District leadership.

Together, we continue to serve with purpose and impact.
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Go to district35l.com to View/Download
and registration link.

Please Note: If only registering you will not be able to attend any of
the Breakfast, Luncheon, or Banquet programs but WILL be able to
attend the 2 General Sessions (Friday/Saturday), Memorial Service
(Friday), and all Seminars (Friday/Saturday). The hotel staff count the
number of people in the room during each meal and compare to the
count I have submitted. Any number over that is charged back to the
Multiple District.

http://district35l.com/
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ONLINE DIRECTORY
Month of April 

Cancer Control Month
Deaf History Month

Defeat Diabetes Month
Environmental Awareness Month

Family & Friends Month
Leo Club Awareness Month

Woemen’s Eye Health & Safety Month

April 2
World Autism Day

April 5
Easter

April 7
World Health Day

April 15
National ASL Day

April 19-25
Volunteer’s Week

April 20
Volunteer Recognition Day

April 22
Earth Day

April 24
Arbor Day

April 25
Worldwide Induction Day

World Healing Day
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http://district35l.com/
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WEBSITES
lionsclubs.org
LCIF Website
lionsvirtual.org
Lions Portal
Lionsmd35.com
district35L.com
district35i.com
district35o.com
district35n.com
lionsdistrict35n.org

YOUTUBE
Lions International
@LionsVirtualLive
@USLionsRock
Lions Video Center

FACEBOOK
Lions International
LCIF
Lions USA
Lions Virtual
Global Lions Forum
Lions of Multiple District 35 
Florida Lions District 35-L 
Florida Lions District 35-I 
Florida Lions District 35-O
Florida Lions District 35-N 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/lcif
https://lionsvirtual.org/
https://lionsinternational.my.site.com/s/login/?language=en_US
http://lionsmd35.com/
http://district35l.com/
http://district35i.com/
http://district35o.com/
http://district35n.com/
https://lionsdistrict35n.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lionsclubsorg
https://www.youtube.com/@LionsVirtualLive
https://www.youtube.com/@USLionsRock
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lions-video-center
https://www.facebook.com/lionsclubs
https://www.facebook.com/LCIFLions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371054055831434
https://www.facebook.com/LionsVirtual
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152792871987251
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080335579136
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61554420890095
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/Floridalionsdistrict35i/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaLionsDistrict35O
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578225952128


Governor’s Achievement Award – New Lion
This award is designed to assist the NEW LION
member to become thoroughly familiar and
fully involved in the activities and purposes of
Lionism.
This award is available only to NEW members in
their first year of membership, beginning with
induction. 
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Governor’s Achievement Award – Transfer Lion
This award is designed to assist the new Transfer
Lion to become thoroughly familiar and fully
involved in the activities and purposes of
Lionism. This award is available only to new
Transfer Lions in their first year of membership,
beginning with induction into the club they
transferred.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Order of the Golden Chain
 Any Lion who completes the requirements between January 1st and December 31st shall earn the
Golden Chain Award. The award may be earned each year the qualifications are met.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

Peace Poster
For over three decades, Lions clubs around the
globe have been sponsoring a very special art
contest in schools and youth groups. Creating
peace posters gives children everywhere the
chance to express their visions of peace and
inspire the world through art and creativity. 
www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-
approach/youth/peace-poster
35L Chair: Blanche Day
lionblanche2015@gmail.com

Anchor Award
The purpose of this award is to provide
recognition for the “Grass Root Lions” who are
the anchors and stability of our association.
 The club secretary shall collect each tally sheet,
tabulate its points, and submit it to the District
Awards chair by July 31st of each year to be
eligible.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for
ALL Awards information and applications. 

Awards and Contests
Lions do not serve others in order to receive rewards. The rewards they seek are
less tangible, but no less real. Lions’ rewards lie in the satisfaction of demonstrating
their commitment to the work of Lionism; serving as an effective team member on
club, district and international projects and activities; and focusing on the
community in terms of less fortunate individuals and projects and activities for the
betterment of the community. 
While the purpose of being a member of this wonderful organization is not to
receive awards, we do recognize that members who make a significant
contribution are deserving of recognition, encouragement, and appreciation. 
We encourage every club and every member to become familiar with the available
awards and work toward obtaining one or more. Nominations should be submitted
to the appropriate Awards Chair by the dates indicated for each award.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and
applications. See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.
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https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/peace-poster
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/youth/peace-poster
mailto:lionblanche2015@gmail.com
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
http://lionsclubs.org/


Dr. Walter H. Campbell Pilot Award for Lionism
The Pilot Award is designed to recognize a Past District Governor (PDG) in each of the Districts,
and a PDG in MD-35, with a prestigious award for outstanding efforts, dedication, and
contributions during the preceding calendar year on behalf of Lionism. All entries must be
submitted to the Multiple District 35 (MD) Office and postmarked no later than January 31st of the
following year to the contest.
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award
The Millard Conklin Crusader for Lionism Award is designed to encourage participation of "Grass
Root" Lions in each district and club and to select one from each district to be rewarded for
outstanding dedi-cation and contributions for their current calendar year efforts made to Lionism,
and to be presented for a District award. The award shall cover the accomplishments realized only
during the contest period from January 1st through December 31st of each calendar year 
See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL Awards information and applications. 

See www.district35l.com/award-information for ALL
Awards information and applications. 
See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.

Awards and Contests

Membership Satisfaction Award
When a Lions club meets or exceeds the expectations of its members, it leads to membership
satisfaction and retention. Satisfied members will keep coming back, which will keep your club
healthy and vital to the community
See lionsclubs.org for International Awards.
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District 35-L Newsletter 

Brittny Young

FLdistrict35L@gmail.com

Send all newsletter and website items by the 26th of the month.
Photos are used if the quality and content are suitable. If possible, the name or names of
the person or persons shown in a photo must accompany the photo.
Photos can be accepted as JPEG or PNG. 
Email articles as plain text typed body of email, PDF, or as a Microsoft Word attachment.
Include Club Name, Contact person’s email, phone number, and a physical address. All Events must
have a date, location, and time. Raffles need to be sent with where to buy tickets. 
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https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
https://www.lionsmd35.com/award-information
http://lionsclubs.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
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