
 

     

 

     

 

     Spring 2025 

State Conservation in the News  

Conservation Districts Day 

took place on March 4, 2025, 

in Columbia, SC, on the State 

House grounds! Participants 

from each Conservation       

District gathered for a short 

orientation before walking 

through the State House to 

meet with Legislators during 

their session.  







          More than 700 students from Berkeley County will take 

part in the 2025 "Backyard NatureScope" on April 25th. This 

event celebrates the elementary school students participating in 

the Kids Who Care Environmental Project Program for the     

2024-2025 school year.  

          "Backyard NatureScope" is a three-hour field day where 

students participate in a series of environmental presentations, 

each lasting between 5 and 15 minutes. Teachers rotate their 

classes through all the exhibits, ensuring that students             

experience as many presentations as possible.  

             The Berkeley Soil and Water Conservation    

District takes part in this exciting program every year. 

The District offers a hands-on activity where students 

learn about soil types and textures. Each child will 

create a soil sample project by filling a tube with    

various layers of soil.  



To learn more about 
Berkeley County, visit  

www.ExploreBerkeleyCounty.com 

To learn more about 
Berkeley Soil and Water, visit   

www.berkeleysoilandwater.com 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.ExploreBerkeleyCounty.com__;!!IOJsE8v5Tp2-KBsPXss!1pyuoTp86Hx_IGj8TKfNTsvCdgoWrWu7tMPNeOe7qhOGT-dR6_ECi-_PlPhjlSXxT0YYbSiLxJiTdCYYkkys7AFY34TZTAS4kw2NQA$


Carolina Bays and Their Mysteries ~ 

 

Carolina Bays are elliptical depressions, found primarily in the Coastal Plain Region of 

South Carolina, that have intrigued residents since the arrival of the first settlers.  Additional 

investigations have shown that all the Carolina Bays are smooth elliptical depressions only a 

few feet deep, with their long axis oriented in a remarkably consistent northwest to      

southeast direction.  Most have a surrounding rim of sand that is especially obvious along 

the southeastern edge.  Sand ridges usually have gentle slopes and rise only a few feet above 

the level of the Bay.  From the air, Bays look like impressions made in the earth’s surface by a 

giant egg, ovals of dark greenery surrounded by patchworks of tilled farmland.   

 

Bay size ranges from an area of only a few square feet to monster Bays having           

dimensions up to four miles long and two miles wide.  Bays average 2,210 feet in length and 

1,430 feet in width.  The depth of these basins lies anywhere from a couple of feet to as 

much as forty feet below the surface level of the surrounding Coastal Plain.  Depth can be 

misleading, however, since most Bays contain thick accumulations of soil and peat deposits. 

 

Because Bays are such subtle features, and because they are usually very swampy and 

hard to cross, most Carolina Bays generally have gone unnoticed by the local population.  

The exact number and geographic extent of Carolina Bays were not recognized until aerial 

photographs, made by USGS in the 1930’s, revealed that hundreds of these unique Bays    

existed from southern New Jersey all the way to northern Florida.  Estimates now range as 

high as 500,000.  Estimates for ages for Bays range from 6,000 to 60,000 years, and even   

older.  Data obtained from the bottom-most sediments in the Bays indicates that most exist-

ed as lakes many years ago and have since been filled in with mud and vegetation.   

 

 Several Carolina Bays are well enough known to have been given individual names, 

some even a Heritage Preserve site (and offering tours . . . maybe an idea, Rachel?). 

 

  A few of many theories of the origin of Carolina Bays are a basin scooped out by 

giant turtles; fish nests made by giant schools of fish waving their fins in unison over         

submarine artesian springs; large sinkholes formed in limestone solution areas; and natural 

circular depressions elongated by prevailing winds resulting in elongation and deposition of 

sand on the perimeter of the Bay.  In the case of Carolina Bays, there is no conclusive data 

that substantiates any of the theories.  The origin of the Carolina Bays is still a mystery today. 



  

 

Soon after the Europeans settled here, they started to call these small swamps, dominated by 

small, aromatic bay trees, “bay swamps” or “pocosins.”  Later, to avoid confusion with coastal 

bays, they were called “Carolina Bays.”  John Lawson recorded the first written mention of 

Carolina Bays in the late 1700’s.  In 1765, Pennsylvania botanist John Bartram wrote of seeing 

“bay swamps” in South Carolina.  He reported that local native American fishermen utilized 

the buckeye tree’s branches and leaves to make a highly effective fish narcotic used to stun 

fish before catching them.  They also used the seeds of the buckeye trees for making eyes for 

the deer masks they wore while stalking deer.  The Native Americans made extensive use of 

these wetlands and their diversified biological productivity without changing them in any     

significant way. 

 

 The rich organic soils which underline most Carolina Bays have attracted farmers to 

ditch and drain the Bays to convert them to agriculture.  Once a ditch is dug through a bay, 

water will seep out of the surrounding soil, under the influence of gravity.  In early colonial 

years, a similar procedure was followed to provide access to valuable, particularly cypress, 

hardwood timber. 

 

    By: Keith Gourdin, Commissioner  



                     EARTH TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

                        Helping People Help the Land 

What is the Earth Team: 

The Earth Team is a volunteer component of the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation  
Service (NRCS). The Earth team provides opportunities for individuals to et involved in      
conservation efforts, support NRCS programs, and contribute to the protection and             
improvement of natural resources across the United States.  

The Berkeley County Earth Team is a vital part of BSWCD. By volunteering with our Earth 
Team, you a helping with the conservation and beautification of our county. Earth Team    
volunteers help with boat landing litter pickups, provide help at community events and     
festivals, and enjoy fun groups activities. Volunteers who commit 50 hours of service or more 
within a calendar year will earn a reciprocal pass that allows you to visit many local            
museums, gardens, and recreational venues free of charge!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Join contact Courtney Downing, 843-719-4146 or info@berkeleysoilandwater.com 

  Make a difference, Join our Team!!! 

Upcoming Events: 

Easter Festival — Old Santee Canal Park — April 12 

Easter and Spring Plant Sale — Cypress Gardens — April 12 

Native Plant Festival — Old Santee Canal Park — May 17 

Earth Team Awards for 2024 

Alex Arvai—Helping Hands             Joann Arvai—Helping Hands     Roxy Bishop—Coordinator of the Year 

Beverly Burton—Helping Hands    Linda Chandler—Shining Star            Krista Demeny—Most Versatile 

Sally Dupree—MVP         Howard Hogue—Above & Beyond  Cliff Martin—Heart of Gold  

Beth Mathieu—Team Player        Kevin Mathieu—Team Player            Kathy McDuffie—Team Player 

Max McDuffie—Team Player         Ann Nash—Difference Maker             Don Nash—Difference Maker 

Phillip Obie—Legacy Award           Nancy Potts—Helping Hands            Cheryl Ravoria—Community Champion 

Joanne Schaaf—Helping Hands      Tom Snowden—Helping Hands     Jim Ravoria—Community Champion 

                    Dwight Williams—Helping Hands            Wade Wyndham—Helping Hands  
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223 East Main Street, Ste. B 

Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

SPRING 2025 Newsletter  

 

Grow with us—there’s so much to do in Berkeley County! 
 

YES, I would like to become a supporting Affiliate member of the 

Berkeley Soil and Water Conservation District! 

2023 Membership (please circle one)     *$500—Golden Ambassador 

*$250—Ambassador      *$200—Conservationist     *$150 Sustaining Member 

*$100—Patron Member     *$50 Student (under 20 y/o) Member 
 

Name/Company Name__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email __________________________________________ Contact #_____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________ 

  Mail or bring a check to: 223 E. Main Street, Ste. B, Moncks Corner, SC  29461, Office 843-719-4146 

The BSWCD Board meets monthly, The 4th Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am. 

Most meetings are held at Old Santee Canal Park.  If you are interested in attending  

a meeting, call our office a week prior to the meeting for confirmation on location. 


