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GMC Assembly of Bishops

Sisters and Brothers,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

We warmly welcome you to the 2026 General Conference of the Global Methodist Church. As we gather,
we hear the invitation of Psalm 29:2 and Psalm 96:9—to ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name and
to worship Him in the splendor of His holiness. These words call us not only to worship, but to come with
reverent expectation and a deep longing for holiness.

In these past years, we have witnessed the glory of God at work in this movement. And as a people who
long to be shaped by that glory and perfected in holiness, we trust that God will continue to do great and
mighty things among us during our time together in Johannesburg.

So, we invite you to enter these days with expectant hearts—open to all that God desires to do in us and
through us through worship, prayer, fellowship, and service. May every decision we make flow from a
deep desire to live fully into who God is calling us to be, both as individuals and as a people participating
in a movement of the Holy Spirit—one committed to making disciples of Jesus Christ and spreading
scriptural holiness across the globe.

These days will help shape and guide how we live out that mission in the years ahead. Therefore, let us
commit ourselves to seeking not our own way in anything, but God’s way in everything. We are praying
for a fresh and powerful anointing of the Holy Spirit—that we may be continually transformed by God’s
grace and sent forth to extend that grace to the ends of the earth.

While the work of legislation is important, it is empty apart from a shared pursuit of the holiness and
splendor of God, and a deep desire to bear His image more fully.

It is our hope that we will leave this time of holy conferencing having encountered the glory of God—
deepened in holiness and perfected in love. May our calling be clarified and united, so that our
movement is fully aligned with the mission we proclaim. And in the beauty of God's holiness, may we say
“yes” to a Spirit-filled life, to a holy calling, and to all that brings glory to God and advances His kingdom.

Bisl\or John Pena Auta Biskor Leah (Trujorlj Bisl\or Kenneth Levinzjsl'on

Biskor Kimba Evariste Bislr\or Scolt Jones Bislr\or (Arohjn Moore

Bisl\or Jeff @reenumj Bisl\or Eduard Kketjmj Biskor Mack Webb
GLOBAL General

METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 5



Connectional Operations Officer

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

I bring you greetings from the Global Methodist Church’s staff as we prepare to gather in Johannesburg,
South Africa for our 2026 General Conference. As | reflect on this historic event, | am reminded of the
scene the apostle John shares in Revelation 7:9, “After this | looked, and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb.” It's hard to comprehend what that scene will be like someday in heaven,
but | believe we're about to get a glimpse of it in Johannesburg.

An incredible amount of time and energy has been invested in preparation for this gathering, but the
most critical preparations start with each of us.

First, may we prepare our own hearts. If we truly want to follow Jesus at General Conference, we need
to heed His words in Matthew 16:24, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.” Followers give up control. Followers surrender their own agendas. May
we approach everything before us at General Conference consumed with following Jesus rather than
pursuing our own desires.

Second, may we prepare ourselves to participate with an attitude that fuels building a movement rather
than a denomination. Our God is a God of movement. As we reflect on legislation, may we always ask
ourselves, “Is this decision feeding a movement or an institution?” It's easier to default to creating rules so
that we can control things. Movements need guardrails, rather than a multitude of rules. A thinner Book
of Doctrines and Discipline will keep us on the path of movement.

Third, may we prepare ourselves to fully live into being a global movement. We now have over 50 annual
conferences scattered all around the world. Every conference has great leaders, great ideas, and great
passion for Jesus. | hope we come to Johannesburg to get to know one another on a deeper level, to
listen well, and to honor what each brings to the table. Revival fires will be lit when we honor every part
of the body of Christ.

May we all come prepared expecting God to work mighty miracles in Johannesburg!

Rev. Mike Schafer

Connectional Operations Officer | Global Methodist Church
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General Conference

Commission Chair

Dear Global Methodist Brothers and Sisters,

On behalf of the General Conference Commission (GCC). | want to welcome you to the 2026 General
Conference. We are excited that the time is drawing near for the first Global Methodist Church General
Conference on the Continent of Africa. We have been working hard since the close of the 2024 General
Conference in Costa Rica to prepare for your coming. Our Logistics Team and International Relations have
worked to get you here and to prepare the venue, hotels, and flights.

The 2026 General Conference will convene at the Sandton Convention Center with our Opening Worship
and Concert of Prayer beginning at 8:45AM on August 30th. Our time together will conclude with the
Consecration service at 3:00PM on September 5th.

Our Hospitality Team will meet you at the Airport and direct you to either the Gautrain or the available
shuttles. Our Registration Team will register you and provide your nametag. Our Worship Team has worked
to provide worship styles and dynamic preaching from around the globe. We will be called together for
each session with drums, and Wednesday night is Africa Night with music, food, and fellowship.

Our Prayer Team has been praying for you and has created prayer tools for the whole church to pray for
you before and during GC2026. Our Mission Team is creating mission opportunities for you and others
to impact parts of Johannesburg for the Kingdom. Our Agenda, Petitions, and Legislative Teams have
organized our time together so that you can efficiently do all of your voting, legislative, and plenary work.
Our Pages and Marshals are ready to serve your needs onsite and our Hospitality Team will be available
always to answer questions and help you.

Please pray for the 2026 General Conference Commission and the hundreds of staff and volunteers who
are serving Christ and the Global Methodist Church by serving you. We know that there will be surprises
and unforeseen circumstances in an undertaking this large. | ask for your grace and patience as we walk
this road together. | thank God for each of you and the part that you will be playing as we come together
to worship, elect Bishops, and engage in Holy Conferencing. It has been an honor to lead the 2026 GCC
and to work with such an amazing group of leaders from around the world. | look forward to meeting you
in person in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Blessings Always,

Rev. Mike Grant

Chair | 2026 General Conference Commission
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GMC South Africa

Conference Superintendent

1Nkqubela & Nkululeko
Bhongweni Kokstad, 4700

Cell: +27 73 598 5992

email: bllontshakaza@1laJ,oo.com
16th April 2026

Our Honourable Bishops, Clergy and Lay Delegates, Alternates and Observers,
Distinguished Guests and Friends.

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.

It is with profound joy and heartfelt thanksgiving that we, South Africa Conference of Global
Methodist Church, extend a warm and gracious welcome to all members and to the entire Global
Methodist international family, gathered from various conferences and regions to attend this General
Conference, convening from 30th August to 5th September 2026 in Johannesburg, Sandton.

It is our earnest prayer that your presence among us may, by the grace of Aimighty God, be crowned
with great success, in accordance with the careful preparations made for this sacred gathering.

We are further assured that your prayers, worship, and ministry during this time shall contribute
meaningfully toward addressing the challenges we continue to face both as the Church and as a
continent, particularly in these demanding times. We continually beseech the Holy Spirit to uphold,
guide, and sustain these proceedings in patience, unity, and divine wisdom.

We are mindful that our gathering in this place, for the purpose of consultation and discernment
concerning the affairs of the Church, ought to strengthen and renew our commitment to the mission
of Christ and His Church. Therefore, with these words, | gladly and sincerely welcome you to this
Conference. We affirm that we are a people shaped by love and rich in cultural heritage, who hold in
high esteem the gift of hospitality and the spirit of gracious reception. Your presence among usis a
profound blessing, not only to South Africa but to the whole of the African continent.

It is our firm conviction that, through our fellowship here, we shall be mutually enriched and edified.
We therefore invite you to be at ease-make yourselves fully at home among us.

Yours in Christ

Rev. Bulelani Nontshakaza

Conference Superintendent
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WESLEYAN
INVESTMENT

FOUNDATIONOG®

Let Your Money Work
for the Kingdom

John Wesley preached that Christians should use money wisely by
“earning all you can, saving all you can, and giving all you can.” Wesleyan Investment
Foundation has faithfully practiced that biblical wisdom for the past 80 years.
Pursuing the Great Commission and standing firm on our Wesleyan heritage, WIF
partners with believers who want their capital to align with their convictions.

*®

FAITH-BASED CHURCH

INVESTMENTS LOANS
Investment accounts, Serving Higher Fund the future of your church
Interests® for you and the Kingdom. with a flexible church loan.

“The Global Methodist
Church is stepping forward
with conviction and hope—
and we are excited about
where God is leading this
movement. This is faithful
leadership with a bold
vision for what’s next. And,
the Wesleyan Investment
Foundation stands ready to
support this vision.”

N o I’WOOd D av | S This material does not constitute an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy WIF investments. The offering of WIF investments
is made solely through WIF’s Offering Circular and only in states where authorized. The securities are subject to certain
President & CEO risk factors described in the Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular before investing.

WIF is not a bank and the investments are not FDIC- nor SIPC-insured.
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General Conference Schedule

This schedule is subject to change.

Monday August 24 - Wednesday, August 26

Arrival of bishops, staff, communications team, registration team, and General Conference Commission

Thursday August 27

Arrival of Council on Appeals and key volunteers

9:00am Assembly of Bishops meeting Committee Room 2

Friday August 28

Arrival of volunteers, delegates and alternates, and Emerging Area Representatives

9:00am Assembly of Bishops meeting Committee Room 2
9:00am Onsite registration begins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
10:00 am Council on Appeals Boardroom 3

10:00 am Unplugged Worship Rehearsal Ballroom 1/50

1:30 pm General Conference Commission Committee Room 1

Saturday August 29

8:00am Exhibits open Exhibit Hall

8:00am Registration opens Foyer of Ballroom 1/70

9:00am Conference Superintendents/Assembly of Bishops Committee Room 2

9:00am Council on Appeals Boardroom 3

9:00am Pages Training Ballroom 1/50

10:00 am Assistants to the Secretary Training Boardroom 5

10:00 am Worship Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70

11:30 am Credentials Committee Ballroom 1/50

1:00 pm Marshals Training Ballroom 1/50

1:30 pm Heads of Delegation Ballroom 1/50

2:00 pm Choir Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70

2:00 pm Prayer Team Orientation Boardroom 4
GLOBAL General
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3:00 pm Agenda Committee Boardroom 5

4:00 pm Concert of Prayer Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70

4:30 pm Reference Committee Boardroom 3

5:00 pm Journal Committee Boardroom 5

5:30 pm Orchestra Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70

6:00 pm Connectional Council Dinner Sandton Sun

6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70

Sunday August 30

7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall

7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70

7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall

8:00am Registration opens Foyer of Ballroom 1/70

815am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform

815am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70

8:45am Welcome and Translation Training Ballroom 1/70

9:00am Opening Worship including Concert of Prayer Ballroom 1/70
HOLINESS BEGINS WITH GOD

Bishop Kenneth Levingston, preaching
1Chronicles 16:23-33 (Psalm 96:1-13)

10:30 am Break
11:00 am Opening Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
= Voting System Training
Establishment of the Voting Bar of the Conference.
Report of the General Conference Commission.

= Adoption of the Plan of Organization and Covenant
for Our Life Together

= Adoption of the Proposed Agenda

12:30 pm Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan
115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
1:45 pm Plenary Ballroom 1/70

Episcopal Address - Bishop Scott Jones
Bishop re-nomination vote for 2024 elected Bishops

315pm Break
3:45 pm Legislative Committees
6:00 pm Deadline for Submitting Committee Actions
6:00 pm Dinner provided on-site for those with the meal plan
7:00 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
7:30 pm Legislative Committees
9:30 pm Adjournment for the day
GLOBAL General
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Monday August 31

7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall

7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70

7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall

7:45 am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70

815am Worship Ballroom 1/70

ENCOUNTERING A HOLY GOD: TAKE OFF YOUR SHOES
Rev. Portia Kuzanga, preaching

Exodus 3-4
9:30 am Legislative Committees
10:30 am Break Exhibit Hall
11:00 am Legislative Committees
12:30 pm Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan
115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
1:45 pm Legislative Committees
315 pm Break Exhibit Hall
3:45 pm Legislative Committees
6:00 pm Deadline for Submitting Committee Actions
6:00 pm Dinner provided on-site for those with the meal plan
7:00 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
7:30 pm Legislative Committees (as needed)
9:30 pm Adjournment for the day
Tuesday September 1
7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall
7:00 am Agenda Committee Boardroom 5
7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70
7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall
7:30am Registration open for walk-ins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
7:45 am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70
815am Worship Ballroom 1/70

HOLINESS CONVICTS AND CONVERTS
Rev. Dr. Diane Ury, preaching
Isaiah 6:1-8
9:30am Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
Report of the Connectional Council
« Vote regarding continuing current Commissions (Par. 802.2)

GLOBAL General
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10:30 am Break

11:00 pm Plenary or Legislative Committees Ballroom 1/70

12:30 pm Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan

12:30 pm Ecumenical Guests Luncheon Committee Room 3
115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4

1:45 pm Legislative Committees

315 pm Break Exhibit Hall

3:45 pm Legislative Committees

6:00 pm Deadline for Submitting Committee Actions

6:00 pm Dinner on your own

7:30 pm Legislative Committees (as needed)

7:30 pm Worship Rehearsal with Zimbabwe Choir Ballroom 1/70

10:00 pm Final Deadline for Submitting Committee Actions

Wednesday September 2

7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall

7:00am Agenda Committee Boardroom 5
7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70
7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall

7:30am Registration open for walk-ins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
7:45 am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70
815am Worship Ballroom 1/70

SCRIPTURAL HOLINESS: CALLED TO A HOLY LIFE
Rev. David Sablan, Jr., preaching
Leviticus 19:2, 20:7, | Peter 1:15-16

9:30 am Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
10:30 am Break Exhibit Hall
11:00 am Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
12:30 Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan

115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
1:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70

Episcopal Elections First Ballot
315 pm Break
Marketplace for the Celebration of Africa Ballroom 1/50

3:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
4:30 pm Adjourn to prepare for Celebration of Africa
Delegates take all materials with you
5:30 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
6:00 pm Celebration of Africa - Everyone Welcome! Ballroom 1/70
GLOBAL General
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Thursday September 3

7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall
7:00am Agenda Committee Boardroom 5
7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70
7:00 am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall
7:30am Registration open for walk-ins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
7:45am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70
815am Worship Ballroom 1/70
ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION: FORGIVEN AND FREE
Rev. Luciano Pereira Da Silva, preaching
| Corinthians 2:9-3:4
9:30am Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
10:30 am Break Exhibit Hall
11:00 am Plenary Ballroom 1/70
12:00 pm Covenant Signing with the Korean Methodist Church
12:30 pm Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan
12:30 pm Covenant Partners Luncheon
115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
1:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
= Volunteer Recognition
= Connectional Operations Officer Report
315 pm Break Exhibit Hall
3:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
5:30 pm Celebration of Retiring Bishops Ballroom 1/70
6:00 pm Reception for Retiring and Newly-Elected Bishops Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
6:00 pm Dinner on your own
7:30 pm Consecration Service Rehearsal Ballroom 1/70
GLOBAL General
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Friday September 4

7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall
7:00am Agenda Committee Boardroom 5
7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70
7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall
7:30 am Registration open for walk-ins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
7:45 am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70
815am Worship Ballroom 1/70
CHRISTIAN PERFECTION: BEING PERFECTED IN LOVE
Rev. Mark Sorenson, preaching
Matthew 22:37-40; Ezekiel 36:24-29
9:30 am Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
» Commission Elections Begin
10:30 am Break Exhibit Hall
11:00 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
12:30 pm Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan
115 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
1:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
315 pm Break Exhibit Hall
3:45 pm Plenary Session Ballroom 1/70
6:00 pm Dinner on your own
7:00 pm Consecration Prayer Boardroom 4
7:30 pm Plenary Session (as needed) Ballroom 1/70
9:30 pm Adjournment for the day
Saturday September 5
7:00am Exhibits Open Exhibit Hall
7:00am Agenda Committee Boardroom 5
7:00am Worship Warmup and Sound check Ballroom 1/70
7:00am Arrival Break Exhibit Hall
7:30 am Registration open for walk-ins Foyer of Ballroom 1/70
7:45 am Consecration Prayer Ballroom 1/70 Platform
7:45am Doors open to Worship Ballroom 1/70
815am Worship Ballroom 1/70
CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST: WE DIE TO LIVE
Simon Mafunda preaching
Matthew 16:24-25; Galatians 2:19-21; Colossians 3:1-11
GLOBAL General
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8:55am

10:30 am
11:00 am

12:30 pm
115 pm
145 pm
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm

Plenary Session

Election of General Conference Secretary and
Assistant Secretary

Break

Plenary Session
Adopt Proposed Plan of Organization

Lunch provided on-site for those with the meal plan
Consecration Prayer

Plenary Session

Break for set up

Consecration Prayer

Episcopal Consecration Service

Bishop Jeff Greenway, preaching
1Kings 3:1-14

Final Adjournment

Ballroom 1/70

Exhibit Hall
Ballroom 1/70

Boardroom 4
Ballroom 1/70

Ballroom 1/70 Platform
Ballroom 1/70
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N METHODIST

—0,0 FOUNDATION
OF MISSISSIPPI

%

S

Who We Are

For more than 57 years, the Methodist Foundation of Mississippi has partnered with
Wesleyan churches and affiliated ministries to strengthen stewardship, sustain
mission, and expand ministry impact. With over $200 million in assets under
management, we are honored to walk alongside ministries across the country.

How We Support Your Ministry

EQUIP
o Short-Term Interest-Bearing Accounts with full liquidity
o Long-Term Investment & Endowment Funds designed for sustainability

EDUCATE No fees
o Generosity & Stewardship presentations SHOSX.ITEERM No Minimum
o :?;rjoclzrc;al resources for church and ministry 5.35% Balance
SRR Access Funds
INVEST Within 1-3 Days

o Faith-aligned investment strategies |deal for reserves, operating funds,
o Mission-focused portfolio options and upcoming projects

SHORT TERM RATE IS SUBJECT TO QUARTERLY ADJUSTMENT

Let’'s Start A Conversation

We are excited to learn more about your ministry and explore ways our missions can
align and collaborate.

We would be happy to meet with you during the conference, or feel free to contact
us afterward.

Methodist Foundation of Mississippi For more information email or go to:
581 Highland Colony Parkway todd@methodistfm.org
Ridgeland, MS 39157

601-948-8845 www.methodistfm.org

Educate Invest

Equip




GC 2026 Mission Experience

Tentative Schedule
EFFECTIVE JUNE 23, 2026 = SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Note: All shuttle pick-ups and drop-offs will take place at the SCC Entrance

Saturday August 29

7:30am
9:00am -12:00 pm

12:00 pm
11:30 am
1:00-4:00 pm

4:30 pm

Sunday August 30
None today

Monday August 31

7:30 am
9:00am-1.00 pm

Shuttle pick-up to Spirit and Truth training

Spirit & Truth Prayer and Evangelism Training

Location: Uncle Tom’s Community Center, Soweto

Shuttle return from Spirit and Truth training
Shuttle pick-up to Health Checks

Health Checks
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

Shuttle return from Health Checks

Shuttle pick-up to Clergy & Leadership Training

Clergy & Leadership Training
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

1:00 pm Shuttle return from Clergy & Leadership Training
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Health Checks
1:00-4:00 pm Health Checks
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
4:30 pm Shuttle return from Health Checks
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Children’s Bible Camp
GLOBAL General
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1:00-5:00 pm

5:00 pm
11:30 am
1:00-5:00 pm

5:00 pm

Tuesday September 1

7:30 am

9:00am-1.00 pm

Children’s Bible Camp
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

Shuttle return from Children’s Bible Camp
Shuttle pick-up to Christian Discipleship Discussions

Christian Discipleship Discussions
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

Shuttle return from Christian Discipleship Discussions

Shuttle pick-up to Clergy & Leadership Training

Clergy & Leadership Training
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

1:00 pm Shuttle return from Clergy & Leadership Training
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Health Checks
1:00-4:00 pm Health Checks
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
4:30 pm Shuttle return from Health Checks
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Children’s Bible Camp
1:00 - 5:00 pm Children’s Bible Camp
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Children’s Bible Camp
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Christian Discipleship Discussions
1:00-5:00 pm Christian Discipleship Discussions
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Christian Discipleship Discussions
Wednesday September 2
7:30am Shuttle pick-up to Clergy & Leadership Training

9:00am-1.00 pm

Clergy & Leadership Training
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

1:00 pm Shuttle return from Clergy & Leadership Training
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Children’s Bible Camp
GLOBAL
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1:.00- 3:00 pm

3:00 pm
11:30 am
1.00- 3:00 pm

3:00 pm

Children’s Bible Camp
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

Shuttle return from Children’s Bible Camp
Shuttle pick-up to Christian Discipleship Discussions

Christian Discipleship Discussions
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

Shuttle return from Christian Discipleship Discussions

Thursday September 3

7:30 am

9:00am-1.00 pm

Shuttle pick-up to Clergy & Leadership Training

Clergy & Leadership Training
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

1:00 pm Shuttle return from Clergy & Leadership Training
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to School Supply Distribution and Prayer Ministry
1:00 - 4:30 pm School Supply Distribution and Prayer Ministry
Location: The Saviour Place Glenesk Global Methodist Church
4:30 pm Shuttle return from School Supply Distribution and Prayer Ministry
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Children’s Bible Camp
1:00 - 5:00 pm Children’s Bible Camp
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Children’s Bible Camp
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Christian Discipleship Discussions
1:00-5:00 pm Christian Discipleship Discussions
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Christian Discipleship Discussions
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Friday September 4

7:30 am
9:00am-1:.00 pm

Shuttle pick-up to Clergy & Leadership Training

Clergy & Leadership Training
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto

1:.00 pm Shuttle return from Clergy & Leadership Training
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Children’s Bible Camp
1:00- 5:00 pm Children’s Bible Camp
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Children’s Bible Camp
11:30 am Shuttle pick-up to Christian Discipleship Discussions
1:00- 5:00 pm Christian Discipleship Discussions
Location: Global Methodist Church, Soweto
5:00 pm Shuttle return from Christian Discipleship Discussions
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“We have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the

surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.”
2 CORINTHIANS 4:7

GOD DOES WONDERS THROUGH ORDINARY THINGS: EVERYDAY
PEOPLE, FAITHFUL CHURCHES, HOPEFUL GENEROSITY. WE
TRUST THAT HIS'POWER IS WHAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
THROUGH OUR HUMBLE EFFORTS. THE RESOURCES WE
STEWARD ARE NOT'THE TREASURE. THEY ARE THE VESSELS
THAT CARRY POTENTIAL FOR LASTING GOOD.

——

®

Invest in Lasting Good

OKLAHOMA METHODIST FOUNDATION

" 4



THE GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMUNITY:
Plan of Organization and

Covenant for Our Life Together

(Effective: 27SEP2024)
(Revised: 17FEB2025 / 02DEC2025 / 26JAN2026)

Preface

Following the biblical admonition in Hebrews 12:15 and elsewhere, John Wesley early on encouraged
his followers to “watch over one another in love,” first meeting with his brother Charles and a few other
clergy in 1744 to consider “how we should proceed to save our own souls and those that heard us”
(Book of Doctrines and Discipline (BDD), 1701). As the spiritual heirs of that tradition, our goal is still to
peacefully work together for the common good of all in fulfilling the mission of the church. As members
of the church of Jesus Christ, we also aspire to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in our conferencing
(Acts 15:28) and conform to God's will by experiencing God’s transforming grace (Romans 12:2). Within
the community of the General Conference, thus, the following are established to spell out how we can
best respond in obedience to God’s will and go about our mission, while still caring for all and making a
bold witness for Christ to the world.

Plan of Organization

. OPENING SESSION

The Global Methodist Church will hold its General Conference in the place and time
recommended by the General Conference Commission and set by the Connectional Council,
beginning with a time of worship. The Conference will then be called to order by a bishop
designated by the Commission, with the following order of business:

A. Recognition of delegations and delegates. The official roll call will be completed by the
registration process.

o

Establishment of the voting bar of the Conference.

O

Report of the General Conference Commission.

O

Adoption of the Plan of Organization and Covenant for our community life as a Conference by
a two-thirds vote. Prior to adoption, the Plan and Covenant may be amended from the floor by
a majority vote.

E. Election of the General Conference Secretary upon nomination of the Connectional Council,
if that Secretary was appointed by the Council ad interim (1704.2, Plan IV). Otherwise, the
election of the Secretary who is to take office at the adjournment of the General Conference
may happen at any session.
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V.

F. Adoption of the agenda proposed by the Commission.
G. Miscellaneous business.

PRESIDING OFFICERS

All plenary sessions of the General Conference will be guided by the active bishops and bishops
emeritus of the Global Methodist Church, as assigned by the Agenda Committee (1704.1). Legislative
Committees will be convened by one of the bishops in order to elect a chair, vice-chair, and secretary,
who will then preside over committee meetings (see below).

GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMISSION

The General Conference Commission will oversee the preparations and recommend the time and
place for the conference. The Commission will also recommend to the Connectional Council the total
number of delegates, as well as recommend the formula for the equitable allocation of delegates

to the entire global church and coordinate logistical arrangements for the successful operation of
the Conference. The Connectional Council may make changes to this Plan of Organization between
General Conferences as needed to accommodate changing circumstances. Such changes must
then be ratified by the General Conference at its opening session.

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE SECRETARY

The General Conference will elect the General Conference Secretary upon nomination by the
Connectional Council. The term of a new Secretary will begin upon the adjournment of the General
Conference, with the previous Secretary serving during a transition period to help wrap up the
business of the just-concluded General Conference, as determined by the Connectional Council.
The Secretary will be accountable to the General Conference Commission, working closely with the
presiding bishops and the Connectional Council. The Secretary, assisted by volunteer or paid staff,
will be responsible for implementing the daily agenda and for coordinating the work of the legislative
committees in dealing with petitions and resolutions. Working with the General Conference
Commission, the Secretary will initiate procedures to prepare all delegates for full participation in
the General Conference by providing information concerning both the operation of the General
Conference and materials it will consider. In addition, the Secretary will oversee the work of the
administrative committees of the General Conference, serving as an ex officio member as indicated
below. This position may be a paid staff position. If the position of Secretary becomes vacant in
between General Conference sessions, the Connectional Council will elect a successor to serve
until the next General Conference, which will elect that Secretary during its opening session.

TIMELINES

In light of the change adopted to on-site legislative committee meetings at the General Conference,
the timeline is completely different from what was envisioned in Costa Rica. Delegates will be
allocated based upon the number of churches and FTE pastors on January 1, 2026. Delegates must
be elected and certified by April 1, 2026. Petitions will be received beginning on January 5, 2026.
The deadline for submitting petitions is May 1, 2026.
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VI. EMERGING AREA REPRESENTATIVES

The Conferences Commission will designate Emerging Areas that are well organized, but not yet
ready to be convened as an annual conference. An Emerging Area must have a TCAT or other
leadership structure and sufficient churches and clergy to be a viable annual conference. Each
Emerging Area may elect one clergy and one lay representative to the General Conference by the
deadline for delegates to be certified. Such representatives will have the following privileges:

A. To attend the plenary sessions of the General Conference as an observer, not seated within

the

bar of the conference, without voice or vote.

B. Toattend and participate in a legislative committee of their choice, with voice but without
vote. Such participation will not be counted against the maximum of delegates permitted for
a legislative committee.

C. Tohave all travel, food, and lodging expenses paid by the General Conference budget.

Vil. COMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
A. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES

1.

An Agenda Committee will be composed of eight delegates, half clergy and half lay from
across the global church, as well as the chairs of each legislative committee and the General
Conference Secretary who will be an ex officio member. The Committee will prepare the

daily order of the plenary sessions, including the consideration of those petitions identified by
each legislative committee as having the highest priority for conference action. They will also
select the presiding officer for each plenary session. The agenda will be setin such a way as to
rotate through each committee one such priority item at a time, with the allowance that related
petitions within one area may be considered at the same time. The Committee will announce at
the close of each plenary session a tentative agenda for the subsequent session.

A Credentials Committee will be composed of eight delegates, half clergy and half lay from
across the global church who will consult with the General Conference Secretary and decide
on all matters dealing with the approval of credentials and the seating of delegates.

A Reference Committee will be composed of eight delegates, half clergy and half lay from
across the global church, who will refer all petitions and resolutions received to the appropriate
legislative committees and will confirm the petition secretary’s ruling on the validity of each
petition or resolution.

A Journal Committee will be composed of three delegates, plus the General Conference
Secretary, who will approve the daily minutes, as well as reconcile all petitions which are passed
by the Conference with other provisions within the BDD after the General Conference.

A Nominations Committee will be composed of eight delegates, half clergy and half lay from
across the global church, who will nominate a slate of persons to serve as members of the
various general church commissions and councils.
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B. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership on Administrative Committees is limited to people who served as delegates at
the 2024 General Conference (1812.2g) and are delegates to the 2026 General Conference.

2. Inaddition to the eight members with voice and vote (Section V.A), the following committees
will also have one clergy and one lay member with voice, but without vote, from annual
conferences not present at the 2024 General Conference: Credentials, Reference, Journal
(in addition to three members), and Nominations.

3. Members of Administrative Committees will be nominated by each delegation at least 209
days prior to the conference. The General Conference Commission will nominate a slate for
each committee out of the pool of nominees submitted by the delegations (1812.2g), taking
care to ensure representation across the geographical areas of the church. Membership of
Administrative Committees should be elected by the Connectional Council no later than 180
days prior to the General Conference. Membership on an Administrative Committee does not
prevent the person from serving on a Legislative Committee.

C. LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

There will be eight legislative committees to process the petitions in the first step of the process.
In light of the number and complexity of petitions submitted, the Connectional Council, on
recommendation of the

Commission, may combine two legislative committees or split one into two. The General
Conference Commission should determine the minimum and maximum size of the legislative
committees based on the number of delegates set for each General Conference. The Petitions
Secretary appointed by the Connectional Council will publicly report the disposition of each
submitted petition, along with the rationale for its disposition (accepted, not accepted, referred).

In addition to the agenda listed under each legislative committee, the General Conference agenda
will include the ability of any legislative committee to recommend forming working groups or task
forces to develop proposals for a future General Conference.

Legislative Committees will consist of the following:
1. Doctrine and Sacraments
Doctrinal Statements; All 100’s paragraphs; 11412-421

2. Social Witness

Social Witness Statements and Resolutions; all 300’s paragraphs (With the understanding
that all such statements require a 75 percent affirmative vote of the plenary session per
BDD 120813-14)

Local Church | 119401-411, 422-448, 450-456
Ministry | All 500’s paragraphs
Superintendency | All 600’s paragraphs

o oA w

Conferences
All' 700’s paragraphs; Annual and Regional Conference Boundaries

% GLOBAL General
METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 29



Constitution, Connectional Organization, and Finance
1449, All 200’s, 800’s, and 1000’s paragraphs

Judicial Administration
All 900’s paragraphs and the Judicial Processes and Procedures

D. MEMBERSHIP ON LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

Within each annual conference delegation, each delegate should indicate their first, second, and
third preferences for which legislative committee on which to serve. Such preferences should

be submitted to the General Conference Secretary no later than 120 days prior to the General
Conference. Membership of each legislative committee will be determined by the General
Conference Commission, based on the preferences of the delegates, the minimum and maximum
number of committee members, and the need for gender, ethnic, racial, and geographical diversity.
No legislative committee should have more than 55 percent laity or 55 percent clergy. Committee
assignments should be completed no later than 90 days prior to the General Conference.

E. PROCEDURES FOR LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

1.

Pre-Conference Meetings — Legislative committees will meet virtually during the period
from 75 to 60 days prior to the General Conference to elect officers and receive parliamentary
training. Following their election, officers will receive training in a virtual meeting and may begin
to organize and plan the work of their legislative committee.

Committee Officers — The initial meeting will be presided over by an active or emeritus
bishop. Subsequent meetings will be presided over by the elected committee officers. Each
committee will elect from within its membership a chair, vice-chair, and secretary, as well as
any subcommittee officers if such are needed. Election is by simple majority, and it is hoped
that leadership will be reflective of the global and diverse nature of the church. The General
Conference Commission will provide training to the legislative committee officers once they
are elected and prior to the committees beginning their regular meetings.

Parliamentarians — To the extent possible, each legislative committee will have a volunteer
parliamentarian who will not be a General Conference delegate. The parliamentarians will
attend all committee meetings, including virtual meetings in advance of the convening of the
General Conference, and advise the committee on the implementation of the Covenant for Our
Life Together and parliamentary procedure. Additionally, this person may train the committee
members on basic committee procedures.

Initial Meeting Introductions — Each member of the legislative committee must submit his/
her written 100-word biographical statement to the General Conference Secretary’s office

at the same time they submit their committee preferences (120 days prior to the General
Conference). This written introduction should include a picture, a brief summary of their history
with the church, and areas of interest, experience, and expertise. The introduction should also
indicate the person’s interest in standing for election as a legislative committee officer. The
Secretary’s office will then secure translation and send the written introductions of all the
members to the committee prior to its initial meeting. At the start of the initial meeting of the
committee, each committee member will introduce themselves by giving their name, place of
residence, lay or clergy status, and annual conference or district.
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5. Quorum — A quorum is required for any legislative committee discussion or action on any
item of business. One-half (1/2) of the membership of the committee constitutes a quorumin
order to conduct business. A calling of the committee roll will occur before each committee
may begin their business. A record of those present and absent is announced for the
committee record at the start of each meeting by the chairperson or his/her designee. Proxy
voting is not allowed.

6. Setting Meeting Days — The date and time of the initial virtual meeting of each legislative
committee will be established by the General Conference Commission based on polling
of members’ availability. If necessary, the General Conference Commission will provide for
delegates and alternates to convene in central locations with reliable internet and necessary
technology (including devices) for delegates who lack that. Notification of meeting times and
dates will be conducted via electronic means. If a delegate is unable to attend a legislative
committee meeting, the head of the delegation should ensure that an alternate delegate
attends in their place.

7. Agenda — The virtual meeting notification will include a written agenda together with any
materials prepared by the staff or others relating to that agenda. After the agenda for a
committee meeting is published and distributed, no non-germane items (as determined by
the chair) may be brought up during that meeting unless at least two-thirds of the members
present agree to consider those items.

8. Informal Discussion — If there is no objection, or else by majority vote of the committee
or sub-committee, the chair may temporarily set aside Robert’s Rules of Order to allow for
extended discussion on a topic leading to action on a petition. The chair should ensure that all
voices may be heard and that no one voice dominates the discussion. When the committee
appears ready to act, the chair should reinstitute Robert’s Rules for the purpose of formally
considering action on the petition.

9. Bringing a Matter to a Vote — If the chair determines that a motion, petition, or amendment
has been adequately debated, he/she may call for a vote on such petition, motion or
amendment, and the vote will then be taken, unless the committee votes to continue debate.
The vote on a motion to continue debate on any petition, motion, or amendment will be taken
without debate. This motion to continue debate must occur prior to the vote on such petition,
motion, or amendment, if presented in a timely manner. A majority affirmative vote is required
to continue debate. Members on their own initiative may by a two-thirds vote end debate and
proceed to act on a motion, petition, or amendment (call the question).

10. Public Announcement of Votes — The results and vote totals of votes taken by the committee
on any non-procedural measure, petition, or motion (or amendment thereto) must be
announced publicly at the time of the vote and reported to the General Conference Secretary
for presentation to the plenary body.

1. Open Committee Meetings — The virtual meetings of the legislative committees will be
recorded and the recordings posted on the General Conference website.

12. Minutes of Committee Meetings

a. Anaccurate record must be kept of the committee’s actions, in the form of minutes. These
minutes, and where applicable, a minority report, should be submitted to the General
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Conference Secretary by 6 PM on the day the actions are taken, in order to be published

in the following day’s Daily Journal. In addition to written minutes, the committee must
make available copies of any written materials olered during debate in the committee. The
committee’s written documents will remain available on the denominational website, and
electronic versions of any documents, petitions, or motions made or used throughout the
General Conference will remain on the denominational website as archived for historical
value and their legislative history value.

b. Allversions will remain in the archives of the denominational website to preserve their
historical and legislative historical value.

VIII.NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

The General Conference will elect members to serve on the following committees and commissions
individually by majority vote, upon nomination by the Nominations Committee. Membership on a
commission or council is not limited to General Conference delegates.

A

Nomination Process (1803.2). Annual Conferences and/or delegations will be encouraged to
submit nominations (with their permission) to the Committee at least 180 days prior to the General
Conference. Each annual conference will submit up to 20 nominees who are GMC clergy or lay
members in good standing within that annual conference, with at least half being lay. Each nominee
should be designated for one or two of the connectional commissions, councils, or committees.
Each nominee may submit a brief biography of up to 100 words, which will be printed along with
the nominee’s name in any published slate of nominees.

Representation. The Nominations Committee will take care to consider geographical, racial/ethnic,
gender, and age diversity in the makeup of the committees and councils, while also prioritizing
members’ gifts and experience. In casting their ballots, General Conference delegates should be
mindful of these same values.

Nominations Committee Process. The Nominations Committee will publish a slate of nominees for
each commission or council at least 120 days prior to the General Conference on the GC website.

Additional Nominees. Once the Nominations Committee slate is published, delegations may
re-nominate additional persons within 21days to the General Conference Secretary. The full
slate of Nominations Committee nominees and all other nominees from the lists submitted by
annual conferences will be published in the Pre-Conference Workbook. Those nominated by the
Nominations Committee will be indicated by an asterisk.

Additional Members. As provided by the Book of Doctrines and Discipline, additional members may
be added to the councils or commissions in order to ensure both diversity and expertise if needed.

Councils and Commissions to Be Elected.

—

Connectional Council (1807.2)

Evangelism, Missions, and Church Planting Commission (1808.1)
Discipleship, Doctrine, and Just Ministry Commission (1809.1)
Ministry and Higher Education Commission (1810.1)

o b~ 0D

Finance, Administration, Pensions, and Benefits Commission (1811.1)
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General Conference Commission (1812.1)
Ecumenical Relationships Commission (1813.1)

Conferences Commission (1814.2)

© ® N o

Global Episcopacy Committee (1605.1)

10. Connectional Council on Appeals (and alternates) (1920)

IX. DELEGATE EXPENSES

Full travel, lodging, and per diem expenses of US delegates are encouraged to be covered by their
annual conferences (through connectional funding, special fundraising, or other creative means). The
expenses of delegates from outside of the United States may be covered through the general church
or by partnership arrangements with other conferences. Air travel may be arranged through the travel
agency designated by the General Conference Commission to allow for the most economical round-
trip coach airfare directly to and from the site of the General Conference for those delegates whose
expenses are being paid by the general church. Additional expenses may be allowed for delegates
from conferences outside of the country where the General Conference meets for arrival and
departure not to exceed three days before or after the General Conference is scheduled to meet.

Delegates may pay their own expenses for food and lodging to extend their stay before or after the
conference. When more than one delegate travels to the site of the General Conference in the same
automobile, the owner will be reimbursed for the actual cost of travel, including parking, tolls, and
mileage according to a standard amount announced by the General Conference Commission.

X. DELEGATION ORGANIZATION

A. Each delegation will identify its own delegation head by the means determined by the delegation
or by its annual conference.

B. The delegation head’s responsibilities will include, but not be limited to, the following:

1. Organize and orient the delegation, including alternate delegates, to their responsibilities
leading up to and during the General Conference.

2. Serve as the primary contact person between the general church and the delegates, including
facilitating two-way communication.

3. Review with delegates the Plan of Organization and Covenant for Ordering Our Life Together
of the General Conference.

4. Create aprocess to review and discuss legislative proposals coming before the General
Conference.

B. Submit as requested delegate preferences for serving on legislative committees.

6. Facilitate the process for the delegation and the annual conference to submit nominations for
general church councils and commissions.

7. Authorize the substitution of alternate delegates in legislative and plenary sessions when
appropriate, using the processes developed by the Credentialing team.
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Xl. MARSHALS, PAGES, AND PARLIAMENTARIANS

A. The General Conference Commission or its designee will be responsible for recruiting and
overseeing marshals, pages, and parliamentarians to serve at the conference site. Marshals and
pages will serve as volunteers without compensation.

B. Marshals are responsible to provide order and security by ensuring that only authorized persons
are present within the bar of the plenary or committee sessions of the conference. They may also
assist in providing directions and otherwise safeguarding the orderly function of the conference.

C. Pages are to be available to serve the delegates by distributing materials, serving as vote tellers
(if needed), carrying communications, and running brief errands.

D. Parliamentarians will be provided for both the plenary and legislative committee sessions. Such
parliamentarians will not be General Conference delegates and will be volunteers. The budget for
the General Conference will include providing for the expenses of the parliamentarians to attend
and participate.

Covenant for Ordering Our Life Together

. DAILY SCHEDULE

The Agenda Committee will set the daily schedule and agenda., The Committee will not schedule a
plenary session before 8:00 AM and will seek to minimize the number of plenary sessions after 6:00 PM.

IIl. RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF DELEGATES

Delegates and alternates will be seated in order of their election, except in the case of special need as
determined by the delegation chair in consultation with the affected delegates. Alternates will occupy
the seat of the delegate for whom the substitution is made. Alternates will not be seated for delegates
presenting on the platform.

Alternates chosen to be seated will be of the same order (lay or clergy) as the absent delegate.

lll. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES

A. Purpose. The purpose of this Covenant and Robert’s Rules of Order is to provide a fair and
orderly way for the General Conference to make decisions under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Accordingly, neither this Covenant nor Robert’s Rules should be used to block the body’s ability
to make decisions, to silence a minority perspective, or to disadvantage any person or group.
Presiding officers should work toward consensus and seek to provide fair opportunities for all
views to be heard. They should assist members of the body in understanding and applying the
processes outlined in this Covenant for communal decision making and using them in that spirit.

B. Consensus. Wherever possible, the Conference will strive for consensus decisions that embody
the unity of the whole Church. Beyond such, as per 1705.1, the General Conference will operate
under Robert’s Rules of Order and such supplemental rules as adopted by the Conference.

C. Quorum. The convening of the General Conference requires the presence of a majority of the
whole number of delegates to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a smaller
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number may take a recess or adjourn from day to day in order to secure a quorum, and at the final
session may approve the journal, order the record of the roll call, and adjourn sine die (1705.2).

D. Consent Agenda. Petitions receiving the vote of 90 percent or more of a legislative committee may
be placed upon a consent agenda for approval, disapproval, or referral at the beginning of each day,
provided that an item may be removed from the consent agenda upon the motion of ten delegates.

E. Agenda. The Agenda Committee willrecommend an agenda at the beginning of each day’s
business, which would then be adopted by majority vote of the body, with or without amendment. The
General Conference Secretary will maintain and guide the agenda, which includes the orders of the
day and the reports of committees. Business placed on the agenda will be considered in the order of
the adopted agenda unless, by a two-thirds vote of the Conference, an item is taken up out of order.

F. Presenters. Proposals supported by the vote of the legislative committee will be presented to the
plenary body by the chair of the committee or his or her designee. If there is a minority report from
the committee, that will be presented after the committee’s report is presented but prior to action
on the committee’s motion (see Covenant lIl.14).

G. Speaking. Delegates wishing to speak must first be recognized by the presiding officer and
unless raising a point of order or parliamentary inquiry, delegates may not speak unless given the
floor. Delegates so recognized must begin by sharing their name, conference membership, and
the reason for speaking, before beginning their speech. Delegates recognized by the presiding
officer may not yield the floor to others to speak.

1. The presiding officer should operate in a transparent way, taking care to consider the
various sections of the meeting room, as well as the breadth of the global church, in calling
upon speakers.

2. Unless debate is extended by vote of the delegates, discussion on motions will be limited
to three speeches for and three against the proposal, with each speech no longer than
three minutes.

3. No delegate may speak more than once on the same subject under the same motion unless
responding to a question or misrepresentation. However, the chair or delegate presenting the
petition or minority report is entitled to make closing remarks before the vote is taken for up to
three minutes.

4. The number limit and length of speeches may be modified by the body by majority vote at any
time and for any duration.

H. Ending Debate. The motion to call the previous question is not debatable but it is likewise not in
order without an opportunity having been given for at least two speeches for and two against a
proposal. The motion requires a two-thirds vote of those present and voting for its adoption.

. Point of Order. A delegate wishing to raise a point of order may do so when recognized by
the presiding officer and must first cite the rule involved and then state the point as briefly and
concisely as possible. A point of order is decided by the presiding officer without debate unless
submitted to the body for advice or decision. The ruling by the presiding officer may be appealed
to the body, in which case only the presiding officer and the appellant may speak to the appeal
before the vote is taken, with each speech no longer than three minutes.
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J.  Motions. The right to make or second motions is restricted to voting delegates. Motions coming
from a committee or commission do not require a second. All motions and amendments should
be presented in writing to the secretary to ensure accurate wording.

K. Elections. A valid election occurs when the number of valid ballots cast for a nominee meets or
exceeds the required percentage of the total valid votes cast. To be valid, ballots must contain
votes for the same number of nominees as there are vacancies to fill, and no more than one vote
may be cast for the same nominee, nor for individuals who have already been elected.

L. Voting. Voting may be done by electronic ballot or show of hands.

1. Delegates must be within the bar of the Conference in order to vote, and proxy voting for
othersis not allowed.

2. If circumstances require that a vote be taken by show of hands, before or immediately after
such a vote is taken, any delegate has the right to call for a count vote on any question. If
electronic balloting is not available, a count vote would consist of a standing vote, with the
pages acting as tellers. If electronic balloting is not available, a call for a secret ballot vote
using paper ballots must be approved by majority vote, with the pages acting as tellers of the
secret ballot vote.

3. Asimple majority of those delegates who are present and voting suffices to pass all motions
with the following exceptions:

a. Anon-delegate may be invited to address a legislative committee by invitation of the
chair or a one-third vote.
b. A tie vote sustains the presiding officer.
c. Atwo-thirds vote is required:
i. Toadopt, suspend, or amend the rules after initial adoption.
ii. Toadopt oramend the Constitution.
ii. To setaside a special order of the day.
iv. To sustain a call for the previous question.
v. Toconsider business out of the order of the adopted agenda.
vi. Tohold a session outside the hours specified in this Covenant.

M. Non-debatable Motions. The following motions will be acted upon without debate:

—

To adjourn, when unqualified, except for final adjournment
To suspend the rules.

To lay or remove a motion from the table.

To call for the previous question when in order.

To reconsider a non-debatable motion.

To limit or extend the limits of a debate.

N o oA W N

To pause for prayerful discernment.
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N. Substitutions and Minority Reports.

1. Resolutions or petitions may be amended by substitution provided that the substitute is
germane to the topic and an alternative to what is before the body and not simply a negation of
the main motion. Substitute motions coming from a legislative committee minority would be in
the form of a minority report, which is presented at the same time as the majority action of the
legislative committee.

2. The main motion or majority action of the legislative committee is presented first, followed
by the presentation of the substitute. The main motion is perfected first by entertaining
any proposed amendments. Then the substitute is perfected by entertaining any
proposed amendments. Finally, the question is whether to adopt the substitute in place of
the main motion.

3. Ifthe motion to substitute prevails by majority vote, the substitute motion becomes the main
motion. If the motion to substitute fails to receive a majority vote, the original main motion
remains pending until acted upon.

4. Motions for the previous question are not in order on a motion to substitute until opportunity
has been given for at least two speakers on each side of the question.

5. Delegates wishing to officer a minority report must notify the chair of the legislative committee
in writing within one hour (excluding breaks) of final committee action on the relevant petition.
The notification of a minority report must be signed by five persons or ten percent of the
legislative committee membership (whichever is less) who voted against the proposal, whose
names and email addresses must be attached to the written request.

6. Following natification (lILN.5), the delegates must submit the actual proposed wording of the
minority report accompanied by a rationale of up to 100 words. The minority report must be
submitted by the printing deadline of the day following notification, unless that day is the last
day of the General Conference. If the following day is the last day of the General Conference,
the minority report must be submitted as soon as possible, but no later than 10 PM on the day
of notification,
with the expectation that the report will be printed and distributed separately from the Daily
Conference Journal, if necessary.

O. Reconsideration. A motion to reconsider an action of the body is in order at any time if offered by
a delegate who voted with the prevailing side. If the motion proposed for reconsideration was non-
debatable, the motion to reconsider is likewise non-debatable.

P. Adjournment. A motion to adjournis in order when made by a duly recognized delegate and is
not debatable. It is not in order when another delegate has the floor, when a question is pending or
a vote is being conducted, when the previous question has been ordered and action is pending,
when a motion to adjourn has been defeated and no business or debate has intervened, or when
the motion to fix the time for the Conference to adjourn is pending.

Q. Unfinished Business. All valid petitions submitted to the General Conference must be acted upon
by a legislative committee (approve, disapprove, or refer). All petitions approved by a legislative
committee must be acted upon by the plenary session (approve, disapprove, refer).
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IV. DECORUM AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

A. Delegates and guests of the General Conference are expected to conduct themselves at all
times in accordance with the biblical virtues of kindness, compassion, charitable conversation,
and respect for all individuals as those who bear the image of God. Non-delegates are not
allowed within the bar of the General Conference except by the approval of the voting delegates.
Delegates are also expected not to distract others with cell phone usage during proceedings of
the body or committee. Likewise, the use of social media to denigrate others is neither in keeping
with the spirit of Christ or the spirit of the General Conference.

B. Demonstrations designed to disrupt or delay the work of the Conference will not be allowed
within the spaces where plenary sessions or committee meetings are being held, including
virtual electronic meetings. The presiding officer of the affected meeting may use his or her
discretion to have any who violate the decorum of the Conference, including those within the
gallery,immediately removed from the assembly room or virtual meeting. Such removal covers
only the current session unless there are repeated violations. The presiding officer’s decision
to expel a person may be overturned by a majority vote of the body. Marshalls may be asked to
assist in the removal of such violator(s).

C. Should there be undue tensions or anxieties affecting the work of the delegates, the presiding
officer may also pause the proceedings of the Conference at any moment in order to have a
time of prayer. For security reasons, sessions of the General Conference may be closed to non-
delegates upon a two-thirds vote of the body. In such cases, the sessions
should continue to be live-streamed, unless security reasons warrant otherwise.

D. Distribution of materials that are relevant to the issues under consideration may be made outside
of the bar of the Conference or alegislative committee provided that such distribution is done in
away that is respectful and non-invasive of the delegates’ personal space or privacy. Distributors
are responsible for the disposal of any unused or unclaimed materials.

E. Distribution of non-legislative materials to the delegates within the bar will be allowed only upon
the permission of the Agenda Committee. Distribution within the bar of legislative materials will
be allowed only upon approval of a two-thirds vote of the delegates.

V. AMENDING THE PLAN AND COVENANT

Adoption of the Plan of Organization and the Covenant for Ordering Our Life Together at the
beginning of the conference is by two-thirds vote, but amendments at that time only require a
majority vote for approval.

Subsequent to the initial adoption, the Plan and Covenant may be amended, changed, or suspended
by a two-thirds vote of the General Conference. In any parliamentary situation not covered under this
Plan and Covenant, the General Conference will be governed in its action by the current edition of
Robert's Rules of Order.
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2026 Legislative Process

Petitions are submitted by church bodies, annual conferences,
churches, or individual members.

\

Petitions Secretary and Petitions Committee determines if the petition is validly
submitted. Petitions are assigned to the appropriate legislative committee.

\ 4

Valid petitions are published digitally online in all the official languages of the Churchin
the Pre-Conference Workbook. Petitions not accepted are named but not published.

\

Legislative Committees meet and act on petitions. They may affirm the petition
(with or without amendments), reject the petition, or refer it to another body. Al
petitions must receive a vote.

\ 4

Results of Legislative Committee meetings are compiled and printed in the
Daily Journal for each plenary session of the General Conference.

\ 4

Petitions receiving a vote of 90 percent or more to either affirm or reject are placed
on a Consent Agenda. All petitions in the Consent Agenda are enacted with one
vote by the plenary session.

\ 4

Plenary session (the whole assembly) acts upon the petitions. They may affirm the
petition (with or without amendments), reject the petition, or refer it to another bodly.
All petitions affirmed by a Legislative Committee must receive a vote.

They are incorporated in an updated Book of Doctrines and Discipline.
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Parliamentary Procedure Chart

:gtrgduoe NG “I move that ... [OR] I move to... Yes Yes Yes Maj
usiness
Add or Delete Words ‘I move to amend the motion by ..” Yes Yes Yes Maj
[without gaining recognition
Request.for from chr:flr] "I risetoa pomt of No No No None
Information information” (must be in form
of a question)
. [without gaining recognition
Parll_amentary . from chair] “Irise to a No No No None
Inquiry [ask advice] : S
parliamentary inquiry’
Correctan error [without gaining recognition from
in parliamentary chair] “l rise to a point of order”, .
procedure [Point of [ORY], “Point of Order* NE he A Chielir iules
Order] Must cite the rule involved
[without gaining recognition
Question the ruling from chair] “l appeal from the
of the chair decision of the chair” Yes Yes No Maj
[Further rules apply] Both make their case and the
body votes
Stz is “I move the previous question” Yes No No 2/3
avote
End debate, end “I move the previous question
further amendments on all that is before us” Yes No No 2/3
Limit or extend the ‘I move the debate be limited to Yes No Yes 2/3
limits of debate (or extended to) ..” (Maj)
Pc?stpone erﬂmter . I moyg to eostpone the motion Yes Yes No Maj
(kills the motion) indefinitely
‘I move to postpone this matter
Postpo_r_me c_lebate to until ..” (specify atime or a Yes Yes Yes Maj
a specific time o
condition)
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Susp_end fgrther “I move we table the motion” Yes No No Maj
consideration
Take up a matter ‘I move that we take from the .
previously tabled table the motion ...” 1B NE e MiE]
Have. the matter “I move that this matter be
studied further ” ) .
. referred to ..” (must specify what Yes Yes Yes Maj
(Commit or Refer to body it is being referred)
a Committee) y 9
‘I move to reconsider the vote
Reconsider a on the motion to..” (must be Yes Yes No Mai
previous action made by a person voting on the (see RONR) ]
prevailing side)
Suspend _the rules I move that thg rulles be e Yes No No /3
temporarily suspended which interfere with ...
Call for a break ! m9ve we r?cess salientcr Yes No Yes Maj
X minutes)...
Adjourn the meeting “I move to adjourn” Yes No No Maj
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Episcopal Areas 2026-2032

Episcopal Area 1

e Tanzania e Bulgaria
e Covenant Philippines e Mexico
* [ndia * MidTexas
e Mega Manila Philippines e Northeast
e Panama e Afrika Mashariki
e Mississippi-Western Tennessee e Korean-American
e Trinity
8 . . =

Episcopal Area 2

Episcopal Area 3

& Episcopal Area 4

e Central Nigeria ¢ North Alabama

e South Carolina ¢ Thailand

¢ Peru ¢ MidSouth

® Upper Midwest * West Plains

® Florida ¢ Western States

¢ South Africa ¢ Northeast Nigeria
AN 4 A

&) Episcopal Area 5 Episcopal Area 6

* Ethiopia Nazrawiyan ¢ Central African Republic
¢ Great Lakes e Central Russia
¢ Virginia ¢ East Russia-Central Asia
e Southern Nigeria * Northwest Russia-Belarus
¢ Qasis ¢ South Russia
L ® Grain Coast J L* Democratic Republic of Congo

Episcopal Area 8

* Venezuela e Allegheny West
¢ South Georgia ¢ North Carolina
¢ North Georgia e Uganda

e Central Europe * Kenya

e Zambia e Malawi

¢ Northern Nigeria ¢ Zimbabwe

e Alabama Emerald Coast ¢ Heartland
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Episcopal Nominees

As of May 15, 2026, 24 individuals have accepted nomination, including five current active bishops and
19 additional nominees brought forward by Annual Conference delegations. Global Methodist Church
bishops are traveling, apostolic leaders set apart for a ministry of visionary servant leadership, general
oversight, and supervision in support of the church’s mission. They lead the temporal and spiritual life of
the church, defend the faith, and deploy the clergy. According to the Book of Doctrines and Discipline,
“Nominees for the episcopacy should have a strong record of effectiveness in leading the church in
evangelism, discipleship, and mission.”

Scan to view online with translation options

Current Active Bishops

Bishop Leah Gregory
Bishop Eduard Khegay
Bishop Carolyn Moore
Bishop Auta John Pena

Bishop Mark J. Webb

Additional Nominees
Andy Postell

Brian Ebel

Baziel Y. Yoila

Danjuma Juji

Forbes Matonga

Gabriella Kopas

MidTexas
Central Russia
North Georgia

Central Nigeria

North Georgia
MidSouth
Southern Nigeria
North-East Nigeria
Zimbabwe

Central Europe

Nominated by: Northern Nigeria

Nominated by: MidSouth

Nominated by: North-East Nigeria

Nominated by: North-East Nigeria

Nominated by: Zimbabwe, Malawi, Upper Midwest

Nominated by: Central Europe, MidSouth,
Heartland, Western States, and Great Lakes

Heather L. Sims Trinity Nominated by: Trinity, Northeast
Isaac Salgado South Georgia Nominated by: South Georgia
Jerry Kulah Grain Coast Nominated by: Grain Coast, Tanzania,
Central Nigeria, and Kenya
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Jonathan Lee
Jordan McFall
Lathem Postell
Leo Tae Youl Park

Luther Oconer

Lyndol Loyd
Paul Lawler

Peter J. Bellini (Pete)

Korean-American
Heartland

North Georgia
Northeast

Mega Manila

West Plains
North-East Nigeria

Allegheny West

Nominated by: Korean-American
Nominated by: Heartland, Zimbabwe
Nominated by: North Georgia
Nominated by: Northeast

Nominated by: Trinity, Allegheny West, Mega
Manila Philippines, North Georgia, Mississippi-
West Tennessee, MidTexas, Covenant Philippines,
Democratic Republic of Congo

Nominated by: West Plains
Nominated by: North-East Nigeria

Nominated by: West Plains

Scott Pattison Great Lakes Nominated by: Great Lakes, Central Europe
Tom Mabry North Carolina Nominated by: North Carolina
General
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Nominations for General

Church Commissions,
Councils, and Committees

Introduction

The Nominations Committee consists of General Conference delegates nominated by their annual
conference delegation and elected to that committee by the Connectional Council. The Council also
added an eight-person advisory team to work with the Nominations Committee with voice, but without
vote. The Committee in turn chose a slate of recommended nominees for all the commissions and
councils of the general church, except the Connectional Council chose the recommended nominees
for the Global Episcopacy Committee. These nominees were chosen from over 600 names submitted
by the annual conferences. The nominee biographies were consulted in the selection process.

The slate is recommended for the guidance of the delegates, but the voting process at the General
Conference will determine who serves on the various commissions and councils. Some have asked

questions about the slate that are answered below.

Answers to Questions

The annual conferences that did not submit nominees for the commissions and councils were: Ethiopia
Nazrawiyan, Korean-American, Oasis, Peru, Thailand, Uganda, and Venezuela. In some cases, that was
because their convening conference took place after the deadline to submit names for consideration.

Several conferences submitted nominees, but none were chosen for the slate. These were: Central
Nigeria, Florida, Mexico, and Virginia. Some of these submitted only a few nominees or for only a few of
the commissions.

Based on their percentage of the overall delegation, several conferences were clearly
underrepresented. These include: North Alabama, North Carolina, and South Georgia. Several other
conferences were clearly overrepresented. These include: Central Russia, Covenant Philippines, and
Grain Coast.

After the recommended slate was published, annual conferences could re-submit the names of
prior nominees. These are included in the list below. Delegates can vote for anyone on the list for a
given commission, whether they are on the slate or not. In the end, it will be the General Conference
delegates who determine who will serve on the commissions and councils through the election
process in Johannesburg.
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How the Slate Compares to the Delegation

Regionally, the slate of nominees emphasized the global nature of the church, with U.S. nominees making up
only half of the slate, while making up 62 percent of the total delegation. Nominees from Europe and Eurasia
made up 11 percent of the slate, but only 3 percent of the delegation. Nominees from Africa (28 percent of
the slate) and Latin America (1 percent of the slate) were proportional to their percentage of the delegation.

* indicates a current member

Bold italic indicates someone recommended by the Nominations Committee

Connectional Council

Elect 4 clergy and 4 lay, officers chosen by the Council

Additional 4 members will be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Jeremy Barbee - West Plains

Ryan Barnett — Mid-Texas

Tyler Best — Great Lakes

John Beyers — North Georgia*
Artie Cadar - Trinity*

Todd Chancey - Mid-South

Kim Collins — North Carolina
Luciano da Silva - Panama
Gabriella Kopas - Central Europe
Jessica LaGrone - Trinity*
Henriette Okele - Democratic Republic of Congo*
Scott Pattison — Great Lakes
Daniel Topalski - Bulgaria*

Jimmy Towson - South Georgia

LAITY

Eugene Floore - Alabama Emerald Coast*
Juliet Jere - Malawi

Mack Parker — North Carolina

Sheela Shankar - India

Tammy Stott - North Carolina
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Council on Appeals

Elect 4 clergy and 3 laity from the total list, with an equal number of alternates

Officers chosen by the Council

CLERGY

Zawdie “Doc” Abiade — Great Lakes*
Steven Bell - Trinity*

Ebenezer Belleh - Grain Coast
Elliot Chikwenjere - Zimbabwe
Daniel Fulton - Mid-South

Paul Idi - Northeast Nigeria
Richard Jones - West Plains*
John Kalambo - Zambia

Stanislav Prokhorov - Central Russia
Jay Therrell - Florida

Robert Zilhaver - Allegheny West

LAITY

James Bannister - South Carolina

Ron Enns - West Plains*

Marcel Kakudiji Faliala - Democratic Republic of Congo
Sheryl Gadia - Mega Manila

Beatrice lliya - Northern Nigeria

Sherlin James - India

Vicky Johnson - Trinity*

Claudette Kon Kand - Democratic Republic of Congo
Curtis Kurhajec - Mid-Texas

Martina Lukic - Central Europe

Esther Mwaniki - Kenya

Gideon Salatan - Covenant Philippines*

David Smalley - Alabama Emerald Coast
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Conferences

Elect 6 clergy and 6 laity

No additional members to be added

CLERGY

Clark Atkins, Jr.* - Trinity

John Howard - North Carolina

Jonathan Lee - Upper Midwest (chair)

Michael Morrissey, Jr. - Mid-South

Washington Emmanuel Mtende - Malawi

Wilton Odongo - Kenya*

Alban Amour Gonda Yagozo* - Central African Republic

LAITY

James Massaquoi - Grain Coast

Kirsten Mains - Great Lakes

Brayan George Mwakalinga - Tanzania
Pauline Ntombura - Afrika Mashariki

Lori Smith* - Mississippi-West Tennessee
Frankie Watson — Trinity

Mickey Wheeler* - Mid-Texas

Discipleship, Doctrine, and Just Ministry

Elect 10, at least half laity

Additional 5 members can be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Kenneth Collins - Mid-South*

David De Silva - Florida

Michael Dillon — Great Lakes

Cali Eck - Heartland

Drew Holland - Mississippi-West Tennessee
Jack Jackson - Florida

Martin Longanga - Democratic Republic of Congo
John Wayne McMann - Trinity

Suzanne Nicholson - Mid-South*

Dennis Obadiah - Southern Nigeria
Virgilio Olonan - Covenant Philippines
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Shea Reyenga - Mid-Texas
Travis Stevick - Upper Midwest
Vladimir Zhelezov - Bulgaria

LAITY

Pau Ayi-Bonte - Eastern Russia-Central Asia
Gregg Benefiel - Mid-South

Jill Davis — Great Lakes

Nikki Dillard — West Plains

Kathleen Engleman - Great Lakes

Elena Melnikova - Central Russia

Krista Pettit - Northeast

Kathy Rohrs - Allegheny West (chair)*
Nolizwi Stofela - South Africa

Ecumenical Relations

Elect 4 clergy and 4 laity, a bishop chairs the commission

No additional members to be added

CLERGY

Dissashi Omba Djamba — Democratic Republic of Congo
Rick LaDue - Northeast

Samson Muzengeza - Zimbabwe

Debo Onabanjo - Allegheny West

Sakiusa Vakadewatabua, Jr. - Heartland*

Vatroslav Zupancic - Central Europe*

LAITY

Heather Carter-Young - North Carolina

Bridget Douglas — Great Lakes

Linda Ishee — Mississippi-West Tennessee

Kankolongo Johnson — Democratic Republic of Congo
Colleen Leath - Great Lakes

Debbie Smalley — Alabama Emerald Coast*

Elena Sokolova - Northwest Russia-Belarus

Sid Strebek - West Plains
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Finance, Administration, Pension, And Benefits

Elect 10 members, at least one-half laity

Additional 5 members can be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Harrison Bell - Alabama Emerald Coast*(chair)
Richard Monga Kamuyombo — Democratic Republic of Congo

Vivian Kinnear - Trinity*

Michael Lindsay — Mississippi-West Tennessee

Dan Lyons - North Carolina
James Noble - Mid-Texas*
Matthew Seel - Mid-South*
Elizabeth Winger - Heartland

LAITY

Sherry Austin - Great Lakes*
Olandor Boyce - Grain Coast*
Lindsey Clark - North Carolina
Renea Clevenger - Great Lakes
Richard Croll - Heartland*

Dave Elyea - Florida

Tom Finley — Great Lakes

Sam Gregory - West Plains*

Gisele Kabezya Nyota - Democratic Republic of Congo

Joy Perry - Allegheny West*
Luvo Thwethwa - South Africa*

Kevin Vaughn - Florida
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General Conference Commission

Elect 16 members, at least one-half laity

Additional 8 members can be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Beth Ann Cook - Great Lakes*

Mbingeleli Diko - South Africa*

Mike Grant - Allegheny West*

Joy Griffin - North Georgia*

Ben Huebner - Mid-Texas

Nicolas Munongo Sukisa - Democratic Republic of Congo*
Charles Puno - Mega Manila*

LAITY

Elizabeth Fink - Trinity

Dana Gilliam - North Alabama

Ephraim Ibrahim Jen - Southern Nigeria
Inna Kim - Central Russia

Bridget Kirk - Heartland (chair)*

Muriel Nelson - Grain Coast

Walter Oduke - Kenya

Giftson Rajan - India

Stacy Taylor - Northeast*

Mandy White - West Plains

Global Episcopacy Committee

Elect 6 laity and 6 clergy by a 60 percent vote

Officers elected by the committee, no additional members to be added

CLERGY

Jason Burnham - Trinity*

Robin Parr - North Georgia

Chris Ritter - Great Lakes*

Joanne Turmalip Valenzuela - Mega Manila*
Aaron Opa Yankee - Grain Coast*

Sarah Wanck - Great Lakes*

Kira Yufereva - Central Russia
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LAITY

Kingdom Advancement (Evangelism, Church Multiplication,

Don Bourland - Mississippi West Tennessee*

Alan Campbell - Upper Midwest

Patrick Chibhagidhi - Zimbabwe

Brad Folsom - South Georgia

Tyson Heins - Heartland*

Sergei Kim - Central Russia

Sarah Maher - Allegheny West*

Nhoris Mbayo Ngoyi - Democratic Republic of Congo
levgenii Semashko - Bulgaria

Missional Mobilization, and Disaster Responses)

Elect 6 laity and 5 clergy

Additional 6 members can be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Failuma Afeaki - Western States

Wes Giriffin — North Georgia*

Joshua Johnson - Heartland

Paul Lawler - Mississippi-West Tennessee*
Patrick Magaqa - South Africa

Kabah Mwenze - Democratic Republic of Congo*
Phil Rogers — Upper Midwest

Laura Saffell - Allegheny West

Sherri Tabaka-Morrissey — Mid-South*

Tim Turner - Trinity

Martin Kasongo Wakubatwa - Democratic Republic of Congo
Greg West - Virginia

LAITY

Diana Beriselli - Northeast (chair)

Bill Brown - Heartland

Daniel Buck — Great Lakes

David Doty - Great Lakes

Jim Flury - Florida

Jeff Jernigan — North Georgia*

Robby Kalitongi - Zambia

Elena Lyovushkina - Southern Russia
Mariela Mihaylova-Siderova - Bulgaria*
Angelo Perez — Covenant Philippines

@
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Ministry and Higher Education

Elect 5 clergy and 5 laity

Additional 5 members can be added by the Connectional Council for expertise and balance

CLERGY

Dalma Cribb — North Carolina

Brad Dush - Heartland

Daniel Gildner - Allegheny West*

Kora Mujinga - Democratic Republic of Congo
Sergei Nikolaev — Central Russia

Burt Palmer — Trinity*

Lauren Porter — Mississippi-West Tennessee
Thadius Sales - Northeast

Travis Stevick - Upper Midwest

Margarita Todorova - Bulgaria*

Leslie Tomlinson - Mid-Texas (chair)*
Jaimie Willis — Heartland

Christopher Wise - Great Lakes

LAITY

Diana Cabauatan - Covenant Philippines*

Kelvin Kofi - Eastern Russia-Central Asia

Jane Finley - North Georgia*

Audra Gaines — Mississippi-West Tennessee

Ellen Harbin - Great Lakes

Leesa Judd - South Carolina

Daniella Ngoy Masangu — Democratic Republic of Congo
Nicodeme Katokolo Ndomba — Democratic Republic of Congo
Catherine Sullivan - Trinity
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Nominations Committee Members

= Mbingeleli Diko — South Africa

= Holly Joy - Heartland (committee chair)

= Jessica LaGrone - Trinity

= Jonathan Lee — Upper Midwest

= Tami Nies - Allegheny West

= Henriette Okele — Democratic Republic of Congo
= Dennis Rader — Northeast

= Debbie Smalley - Alabama Emerald Coast

= Samson Muzengeza - Zimbabwe (non-voting)
= Sheela Shankar - India (non-voting)

= Thomas Lambrecht - GMC Staff (non-voting)

Advisory Team

= Mike Schafer - GMC Staff

= Simon Mafunda - GMC Staff
= Bishop Jeff Greenway

= Bishop Leah Gregory

= Bishop Kimba Evariste

= Gabi Kopas - Central Europe
= Wilton Odongo - Kenya

= Jordan McFall - Heartland
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ALDERSGATE RENEWAL MINISTRIES

a
A
.

)

F

OBJECTIVES

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) desires to provide
opportunities to Encounter the supernatural presence and
power of the Holy Spirit, to Equip believers to carry the
ministry of Jesus, and to Encourage believers to live daily in
relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

ARM is a non-political and non-adversarial movement that is
committed to guide individuals and churches, especially
those within the Wesleyan heritage, to encounter the Holy
Spirit, equipping them for ministry, and encouraging them
to live supernatural , Spirit-filled lives.

SOLUTION

ARM encourages dialogue within the Wesleyan Theology
streams and seeks to interpret the movement of the Holy
Spirit to the church. We celebrate the richness of our
Wesleyan heritage and history, recognizing that John
Wesly’'s theology of grace is, in fact, a theology of the Holy

AN ENCOURAGEMENT

My wife and | attended an Aldersgate
conference early in our marriage during a
difficult season of life. During a time of prayer
[ministry], we stepped forward together. As
someone prayed and anointed us with oil, |
felt a warmth spread through my heart like
standing near a fire on a cold day.

That moment still shapes our marriage and
ministry today. One encounter with God
became a story that now touches our entire

Spirit. family.

AT A GLANCE

BENEFITS
e Opportunity to embrace the Holy Spirit
e Hands-on teaching and equipping with
Holy Spirit Activation
e Connecting Word and Spirit

OPPORTUNITIES D
1. Ministry to Clergy & Ministry Leaders

ARM offers a transformative and enriching experience for
pastors seeking renewal, growth, and a deeper connection
with their calling.

2. Annual Family Renewal Events
Usually a family event with teaching, worship, and prayer
for all ages.

3. Host an ARM Regional Event

Events options include teaching on the Holy Spirit, Praying in the
Power of the Holy Spirit, Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Hearing God's Voice
and Prophetic Ministry, Worship, Regional Pastoral and Laity
Renewal, Family Conferences, and much more. All can be custom-
made to fit your context.

ALDERSGATE RENEWAL MINISTRIES

ARM functions as a 501(c) 3 non-profit corporation
sustained by the grace of God through the gifts of

individuals and churches who have caught the
vision to equip and encourage God's people to live
empowered by the Holy Spirit

P.O. Box 8, Goodlettsville, TN 37070
Phone: 615.851.9192

Email: InNfo@aldersgaterenewal.org
Website: www.AldersgateRenewal.org
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Report of the Connectional Council

The Connectional Council serves as the chief missional and administrative body of the Global Methodist
Church between sessions of the General Conference. Made up of leaders from across the globe, the
Connectional Council exists to provide leadership, coordination, strategic direction, and oversight so that the
mission of the Church may flourish throughout the connection.

The work of the very first Connectional Council over the past two years has included nurturing the foundational
systems and leadership structures of the GMC, guided by the Church’s mission of making disciples of Jesus
Christ and spreading scriptural holiness across the globe. The Council has worked closely with the Assembly
of Bishops, the connectional commissions, annual conference leadership, and general church staff to help
establish structures, systems, and priorities for a rapidly growing and increasingly global denomination. In
these formative years, much of the Council's work has involved building sustainable systems for a young
denomination while discerning how to remain nimble, connectional, and missionally focused.

Shaping our Connectional Structures

The Global Methodist Church continues to grow across multiple continents, cultures, and ministry contexts.
One of the primary responsibilities of the Connectional Council has been helping shape a connectional
structure capable of supporting that growth without creating unnecessary institutional complexity.

The Council has worked to coordinate the efforts of the general church commissions so that their work
complements one another and advances the shared mission and priorities of the Global Methodist Church.
This has included facilitating communication among commissions through regular meetings of commission
chairs. The Council also hosted a leadership gathering that included commission chairs, the Assembly of
Bishops, and the Connectional Council to ensure alignment between leadership bodies and continued
faithfulness to the vision established by the General Conference.

Strategic Leadership and Collaboration

The Connectional Council has devoted significant attention to helping align ministries and priorities across
the denomination. In partnership with the Assembly of Bishops, conference leaders, and commission
leadership, the Council has sought to identify priorities that strengthen the Church’s witness both now and
for future generations.

Significant work has been focused on strengthening communication, improving coordination, identifying
shared ministry needs, and developing systems that can be truly global while retaining focus on the ministry
of the local church.

Particular attention has been given to ensuring that the denomination’s growth remains rooted in
discipleship and doctrinal faithfulness rather than merely organizational expansion. The Council recognizes
that structures alone cannot sustain a movement. Only the work of the Holy Spirit through faithful churches,
leaders, and disciples can accomplish that work.
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Budgeting, Administration, and Oversight

In accordance with its responsibilities under the Book of Doctrines and Discipline, the Connectional
Council has overseen the general church budget and worked closely with the Commission on Finance,
Administration, Pensions, and Benefits and the executive staff to ensure responsible stewardship of the
Church’s resources.

The Council has also reviewed and approved general church staffing needs, operational policies, and
administrative structures necessary to support the denomination’s expanding work. Particular attention has been
given to maintaining transparency, accountability, and responsible oversight during these foundational years.

Supporting a Global Church

As the Global Methodist Church continues to expand around the globe, the Connectional Council has
increasingly focused on the opportunities and challenges of serving a truly global connection.

The Council has worked to ensure collaboration across the globe while recognizing the diverse ministry
contexts in which the Church serves. This has included conversations surrounding cross-cultural
communication, translation needs, leadership development, and collaboration among annual conferences
around the world. As various groups around the world have pursued alignment with the Global Methodist
Church, the Connectional Council has worked closely with the Conferences Commission and Assembly of
Bishops to establish pathways for discernment, approve emerging areas, and celebrate the formation of
new annual conferences.

Preparations for the 2026 General Conference

Soon after the Costa Rica Convening Conference, the General Conference Commission consulted with
the Connectional Council on the selection of the venue for 2026. New venue options made it possible to
hold legislative committee meetings on-site, rather than virtually, as originally envisioned in the Plan of
Organization adopted in Costa Rica. The Council ratified substantial changes to the Plan of Organization to
accommodate this new possibility. As the plans developed, the Council adopted additional tweaks to the
Plan of Organization. All the changes to the Plan of Organization will need to be approved by the General
Conference at its opening session in order to become official, even though we have been operating by the
revised planin all our preparations.

Leadership and Organizational Development

The Connectional Council has also given considerable attention to organizational development and long-
term sustainability. This has included evaluating staffing structures, supporting the work of the Connectional
Operations Officer and staff, clarifying operational processes, and strengthening systems that allow the
denomination to function effectively across multiple regions and ministry contexts.

At every stage, the Council has sought to remain attentive to the spiritual character of leadership. The
work of administration in the Church is never merely technical. Faithful governance is itself a ministry of
stewardship, service, and accountability.

The Council has repeatedly returned to the conviction that the leadership bodies of the Global Methodist
Church must resist the temptation to become disconnected from the life of our local congregations. Our
desire is to strengthen a movement of churches committed to worshiping passionately, loving extravagantly,
and witnessing boldly.
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Looking Ahead

The work of the first Connectional Council over these early years has largely involved laying foundations.
Much work remains ahead. The Global Methodist Church continues to grow rapidly, and the responsibilities
of connectional leadership will continue to take shape alongside that growth.

In the coming years, the Council anticipates continued focus on:
= Continued development and advancement of strategic planning for evangelism, discipleship, and mission.

Strengthening communication and collaboration throughout the global Church.

Supporting annual conferences, leaders, and local congregations.

Maintaining lean and sustainable structures.
= Enhancing global participation, cross-cultural communication, and global leadership.
= Coordinating churchwide ministries and initiatives.

The Apostle Paul reminds the Church that gifts in ministry are given “to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Eph. 4:11-12). Sound organization, faithful stewardship, and wise
leadership are not distractions from the mission of the Church; they are means of supporting the mission
entrusted to us by Christ.

The Connectional Council gives thanks for the faithfulness of bishops, clergy, laity, annual conference
leaders, general church staff, commission members, and local churches throughout the connection. We are
especially grateful for the countless leaders, pastors, members, and congregations who continue to proclaim
the gospel, form disciples, and bear witness to Jesus Christ in communities around the world.

We are grateful for all of those who remain committed to serving the Global Methodist Church with humility,
collaboration, transparency, and hope as together we seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ and spread
scriptural holiness across the globe.

To God be the glory.

CONNECTIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

= Bishop Mark Webb Laity

= Bishop Kimba Evariste « Asaba Chin Ali
Clergy = Audu Daniel Bulus

= Harrison Bell = Debra Davis

= John Beyers - Secretary = Gene Floore

= Arturo Cadar = Sam Gregory

« Dan Gildner = Jeff Jernigan

» Erik Grayson = Maxim Kvyatkovskiy

= Jessica LaGrone - Chair = CaraNicklas

= Paul Lawler = Eugene Paik

= Tesia Mallory Staff

» Henriette Okele « Dianne Burnett

= Vida MeiRivera « Matt Conover

= Daniel Topalski - Vice Chair = Mike Schafer
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Connectional Operations

Officer Report™=

As llook back on the past two years serving as the Connectional Operations Officer, | am overwhelmed by
God's goodness and His amazing grace. | stand in awe of what He has done in such a short time through this
new movement called the Global Methodist Church. | am humbled to serve in this COQO role and help guide
the operational life of the GMC.

Before diving into the details, some may wonder, “What exactly does a Connectional Operations Officer do?”
Paragraph 815 of the Book of Doctrines and Discipline states:

“The connectional operations officer shall bear responsibility for the fruitful and accountable functioning

of all general church boards, commissions, and councils as they work together to fulfill the General
Conference’s missional mandates between General Conferences.”

That is a helpful description, but how does it actually work in the daily life of the GMC? In short: | work behind
the scenes with our leadership groups to help cultivate the healthiest, most Jesus-centered movement
possible. My passion is to keep us focused on the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ, while
encouraging us to “play well” with one another. Like any new organization, we have experienced growing
pains as we clarify roles, responsibilities, and priorities. Many days are chaotic and crazy, but we see God
working in so many ways. | want to highlight a few areas of that work.

Staff

I have the privilege of serving alongside 17 of the most dedicated people | know. Our GMC global staff—12
full-time and 6 part-time—serve across the United States and on the continent of Africa. This group is
committed to building a healthy team that can serve our local churches, pastors, and annual conferences
around the world. We have spent a lot of time over the last two years talking about how we do this with
excellence and the heart of Jesus. We have developed staff job descriptions, an employee handbook, an
evaluation process, and a staff mission statement. We have also started biannual in-person meetings to
build our team and do strategic work together.

Leadership Teams

I am blessed to work daily with the faithful, godly leaders elected by the General Conference to serve

on the Connectional Council, the various GMC Commissions, the Global Episcopacy Committee, and

the Connectional Council of Appeals. Watching these groups form, find their identity, and step into their
responsibilities has been inspiring. My role is primarily to resource these teams, keep them informed about
the work of other groups, and help them navigate the inevitable growing pains of a young movement. With
these leadership groups, sometimes | serve in the role of encourager, sometimes mediator, sometimes
referee, and sometimes guidance counselor. Each of these teams has worked tirelessly this year to do their
part in advancing the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and spreading scriptural holiness across
the globe.
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Assembly of Bishops

One of my greatest joys has been working alongside our nine episcopal leaders. These men and
women are the real deal—gifted, prayerful, mission-driven, and deeply committed to spreading the
good news of Jesus. Itis an honor to participate in their gatherings and support their work in any
way that helps them lead more effectively. My passion is to keep operational issues off the bishops’
shoulders as much as possible so they can excel at providing spiritual leadership to our movement.

Finances

Over the past two years, | have worked closely with the Finance, Administration, Pensions, and
Benefits Commission and with Matt Conover, our Executive Director of Finance. Our focus is to
provide leadership that ensures our financial systems mature and strengthen in step with our rapid
organizational growth. Together we developed the first GMC budget, new financial policies, and a set
of guiding financial values. We also worked to have more consistent, transparent financial reports. As
these foundations were put in place, God blessed us beyond measure through the generosity of our
local churches. Our commitment is to steward these resources faithfully so that every dollar brings the
most Kingdom impact.

Conference Superintendents

Although not explicitly listed in my BDD job description, | quickly discovered that our conference
superintendents are a critical part of my work. Nearly every week | connect with these leaders through
emails, phone calls, and Zoom meetings. My goal is to be a resource—answering questions, helping
resolve issues, and providing timely information.

We also launched a monthly Zoom gathering to keep CSs informed about operational matters across
the GMC movement.

Other Areas

There have been countless other areas where | have worked with leadership on various projects and
issues. Some of these include the Strategic Planning Task Force, Global Staffing Task Force, Lilly
Grant Team, Data Management Team (Atlas Database), Ministry Safe, Ministerial Training Fund, health
insurance, and the list goes on.

Final Thoughts

One of the things | love most about this role is that no two days are ever the same. Each day brings
new questions, new challenges, and new opportunities to support leaders across the GMC. Jesus
has blessed me beyond measure through the relationships formed and the work shared with so many
faithful servants. Thank you for the privilege of serving in this role. | am grateful, humbled, and excited
for all that God has ahead for the Global Methodist Church.
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Report of the Global

Episcopacy Committee

The Global Episcopacy Committee respectfully submits this report to the General Conference of the
Global Methodist Church with gratitude for the trust placed in this committee, appreciation for the bishops
who have served the Church during this formative season, and confidence in the Lord’s continued
guidance as the Global Methodist Church moves into its next chapter.

. INTRODUCTION

The Global Episcopacy Committee was constituted following the convening General Conference

of 2024 and began its work during the first season of the Global Methodist Church’s life as a duly
constituted denomination. After electing officers, our first major responsibility was the assignment of
the bishops elected in Costa Rica. This prayerful work immediately immersed us in the consultation
and discernment that would define much of our service. We appreciate the willing spirit with which
our bishops received their assignments.

Beyond this initial task, the committee undertook its central charge related to the care, accountability,
support, evaluation, and election processes connected to the episcopacy. Because the Global
Methodist Church is still in an early stage of development, much of our work has involved

both fulfilling assigned responsibilities and helping establish practical patterns for how those
responsibilities may be carried out in the future.

The committee has sought to honor the Book of Doctrines and Discipline, support the bishops
serving the Church, provide appropriate oversight, and prepare the denomination for the election and
deployment of episcopal leaders for the 2026-2032 period. This work has required prayer, discernment,
confidentiality, collaboration, and careful attention to the needs of a growing global church.

Il. OURTEAM

The committee has been blessed with a gifted and dedicated team. Jason Burnham, conference
superintendent of the Trinity Conference, has served as an excellent vice chair, leading major
projects and chairing our finance work. Christine Hargrove of North Georgia has served faithfully
as secretary while also bringing valuable insight from her work as a clinical therapist. Don Bourland,
an attorney from the Memphis-West Tennessee Conference, has been an essential contributor to
our responses to complaints and other sensitive matters. His legal acumen, along with that of Jean
Jacques Mbuyu of the Democratic Republic of Congo and William Floyd of South Carolina, has
proved invaluable.

Tyson Heins of the Heartland Conference has carried significant responsibility in the election
process and has been a passionate advocate for episcopal accountability. Sarah Walters-Maher
of the Allegheny West Conference has readily accepted special assignments and brought deep
experience in global missions. Matt O’Reilly of North Alabama has added pastoral wisdom and
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IV.

theological grounding. Gregg Benefiel, a lay leader from the Mid South Conference, has contributed
perspective from his background in international business and his regional experience with the
episcopacy. Aaron Yankee of the Grain Coast Conference was added to the committee by the
Connectional Council, strengthening our global representation and offering crucial insight into
supervisory ministry in African contexts. Joanne Valenzuela of the Mega Manila Conference has
faithfully participated in our deliberations, often through very late nights.

Two committee members, Lyndol Loyd of West Plains and Heather Sims of the Trinity Conference,
stepped down from the GEC to accept nominations to the episcopacy. Before his departure, Lyndol
designed and led our 360-degree evaluation process. When Heather stepped down in early 2026,
we were pleased to welcome Sarah Wanck of the Great Lakes Conference, another gifted large-
church pastor.

The committee has also benefited greatly from the participation of Mike Schafer, Connectional
Operations Officer. Mike has provided important insight into the needs of the whole Church and
has served as a ready link to the Assembly of Bishops. We have also appreciated the opportunity to
collaborate with GMC Staff, the Conferences Commission, the Finance, Administration, Pensions,
and Benefits Commission, the Commission General Conference, and the Connectional Council.

I am grateful for these servants of Christ who have given time, prayer, wisdom, and careful attention
to complex and sometimes difficult matters. The work has often required long meetings, sensitive
conversations, and decisions made amid complex information.

SUPPORT FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS

A significant part of the committee’s work has involved communication with and support for the
Assembly of Bishops. The committee has met with and consulted the bishops over the past two
years. We have received reports, listened to concerns, discussed needs in their areas of service,
and sought to provide both encouragement and accountability. Bishops have also frequently
opened our meetings with a devotional word.

The bishops have served during a demanding season. Many have carried responsibilities across
large geographic areas, emerging conferences, new denominational structures, cross-cultural
settings, and significant administrative demands. Their work has included organizing annual
conferences, ordaining clergy, encouraging congregations, representing the Global Methodist
Church, and helping shape the spiritual and missional direction of the denomination. The travel
demands alone have been significant.

The committee gives thanks for the service of the bishops during this transitional period. We
recognize that the episcopal office in the Global Methodist Church is not a position of status, but
one of spiritual leadership, accountability, and service. Bishops are called to guard the faith, order,
unity, and discipline of the Church while also leading the Church into mission.

EPISCOPAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND EVALUATION

The Global Episcopacy Committee has taken seriously its responsibility for episcopal accountability.
The committee occupies a unique place in Methodist history as an independent body charged with
receiving and processing complaints and ensuring accountability for bishops. During this period,
the committee developed and implemented evaluation practices designed to provide meaningful
feedback and encourage faithful leadership.
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VL.

This work has included attention to annual episcopal evaluation, leadership expectations, patterns
of participation, financial accountability, relational leadership, responsiveness to the wider Church,
and the overall fruitfulness of episcopal ministry.

The committee has also received and addressed concerns related to episcopal leadership.
Some of these matters have involved sensitive information and personnel-related issues. For that
reason, this report does not provide details that would compromise confidentiality, due process,
or the integrity of ongoing relationships. However, the committee believes it is important to state
clearly that concerns brought to us have been taken seriously, reviewed carefully, and addressed
according to the authority and responsibilities entrusted to the committee.

PREPARATION FOR THE 2026 EPISCOPAL ELECTIONS

One of the committee’s most significant responsibilities has been preparing for episcopal
elections at the 2026 General Conference.

The Global Methodist Church has adopted an election process that reflects a commitment to
grassroots discernment. Rather than relying on a purely centralized process, the Church has
asked General Conference delegations and area committees on episcopacy to play important
roles in identifying leadership needs and assessing episcopal nominees.

The committee has worked to organize and support this process. This has included clarifying
nomination procedures, setting the number of episcopal areas, communicating with delegations,
preparing orientation materials for nominees, developing expectations for episcopal nominees,
planning for nominee assessment, and equipping newly formed area committees on episcopacy
as they participate in the process.

The committee has also made interpretive and procedural decisions. Among these has been the
clarification that nominations for episcopal office are to come through duly authorized General
Conference delegations. The committee has sought to apply the Book of Doctrines and Discipline
faithfully, consistently, and without partiality.

AREA COMMITTEES ON EPISCOPACY

The committee has worked toward the formation of Area Committees on Episcopacy. These
bodies will represent the conferences within proposed episcopal areas and will participate in the
assessment and ranking of episcopal nominees.

The election process is designed to help ensure that bishops elected by the General Conference
are not chosen merely in the abstract, but are considered in relation to the needs, contexts, and
missional opportunities of the annual conferences they may serve.

The committee has worked on proposed episcopal area groupings for the 2026-2032 period and
has sought feedback from delegations and conference leaders. These proposed areas are not
intended to create regional political blocs, but to provide appropriate oversight, connection, and
episcopal leadership for the whole Church.

The committee recognizes that the Global Methodist Church is still young and growing.

This dynamic process will allow the Church to adjust episcopal areas every six years as the
denomination expands, new conferences are formed, and mission fields develop. The work before
this General Conference is therefore both important and provisional. It establishes a structure for
the next season while leaving room for future refinement.
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VIl. EXPECTATIONS FOR EPISCOPAL NOMINEES

The committee has developed and communicated expectations for episcopal nominees. These
expectations are rooted in the conviction that episcopal leadership must be marked by spiritual
maturity, doctrinal faithfulness, humility, integrity, and a demonstrated capacity to lead the Church
in mission.

The committee has sought to discourage electioneering, political maneuvering, factional
campaigning, and practices that would undermine trust in the discernment process. The
election of bishops should not mirror secular political campaigns. It should be an act of spiritual
discernment by the General Conference, informed by the needs of the Church and the character,
gifts, and fruitfulness of those being considered.

The committee has encouraged nominees to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the office
they may be called to hold. The Global Methodist Church needs bishops who understand authority
as service, who can work across cultures and conferences, who can lead without domination, and
who can strengthen the connection while keeping the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ
at the center.

VIII.THE NATURE OF EPISCOPACY IN THE GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

In this first season, the committee has repeatedly returned to a basic conviction: the episcopacy
in the Global Methodist Church must be shaped by the gospel, accountable to the Church, and
ordered toward mission.

Bishops are elders set apart for the office of general superintendent. They are not a separate
order of ministry. They are entrusted with particular responsibilities for oversight, teaching, unity,
discipline, ordination, and mission. Their authority exists for the building up of the Church and the
advancement of the gospel.

The Global Methodist Church has the opportunity to cultivate an episcopacy that avoids unhealthy
patterns known in other contexts. We believe episcopal leadership should be connectional but not
bureaucratic, authoritative but not authoritarian, global but not detached from local realities, and
accountable without being undermined by constant suspicion.

This will require not only good rules, but a healthy culture.

IX. LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

The Global Episcopacy Committee developed legislation for the 2026 General Conference to
better define processes and roles related to the episcopacy. This work includes fifteen proposed
amendments to Part Six, including a new paragraph defining the work of the area committees on
episcopacy. We urge adoption of these submissions.

Our legislative team also worked closely with an ad hoc group seeking to improve Part Nine,
Judicial Administration. As a participant in complaint processes, we were able to reconcile our
vision with the ad hoc group in all but one instance.
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X. LOOKING AHEAD

As the Global Methodist Church enters the 2026 General Conference, the work of episcopal
leadership stands before us as one of the most important matters on the agenda.

The committee encourages the General Conference to approach episcopal elections prayerfully
and carefully. We urge delegates to consider not only personal admiration, regional preference,

or familiarity, but the needs of the whole Church. Bishops must be able to serve beyond their own
local context. They must be faithful in doctrine, gracious in spirit, strong in leadership, accountable in
practice, and deeply committed to the mission of spreading scriptural holiness across the globe.

The Global Methodist Church is still being formed. The decisions made at this General Conference
will help determine the kind of episcopacy we will have and, in many ways, the kind of denomination
we will become.

The Global Episcopacy Committee submits this report with humility, gratitude, and hope. We believe
the Lord has guided the Church to this point, and we trust him to guide us in the days ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

(heis Rifter
Chair, Global Episcopacy Committee | Global Methodist Church

May 1,2026
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Conferences Commission

Over the past two years, the Lord has been doing something remarkable across the Global Methodist
Church. Through the work of the Conferences Commission, we have witnessed a growing movement
of churches, pastors, and leaders around the world joining in the mission of making disciples of Jesus
Christ and spreading scriptural holiness across the globe.

The commission has been entrusted with guiding the formation of conferences and emerging areas

so this movement can grow in healthy, accountable, and sustainable ways. By God’s grace, the fruit has
been extraordinary. Working alongside bishops and leaders across multiple continents, we have helped
establish annual conferences, Transitional Conference Advisory Teams (TCATs), emerging areas, and
missional areas.

Since the close of the Convening General Conference in September 2024, seventeen new annual
conferences have convened:

= Africa: Afrika Mashariki, Angola, Central Nigeria, Ethiopian Nazrawiyan, Grain Coast, Malawi,
Northeast Nigeria, Northern Nigeria, Oasis, Southern Nigeria, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe

= Asia: India (India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka) and Thailand
= Americas: Mexico and Peru

In addition, five conferences have joined the Global Methodist Church through union:
= Central Russia
= East Russia-Central Asia
= Northwest Russia & Belarus
= South Russia
= Venezuela

Organizing work also continues through TCATs and emerging areas around the world:

= Africa: Burundi, Mozambique, Nile Valley (Sudan and South Sudan), Rwanda, and Southern Africa
(Botswana, Namibia, and Madagascar)

= Asia: Myanmar, Pakistan, and Vietnam

= Europe: Aldersgate Europe (Albania, Finland, France, Portugal, Romania, Spain, and the
United Kingdom)

= Americas: Brazil and the emerging area of Latin America and the Caribbean (Argentina, Chile,
Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,
and Paraguay)

Existing conferences have also pioneered new missional areas by leveraging established relationships.
Examples include the Heartland Annual Conference’s work in Alberta and the Northwest Territories in
Canada, and the Western States Annual Conference’s adoption of Australia, Fiji, and New Zealand.
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Along the way, the commission has helped establish processes for evaluating clergy credentials,
approving church applications, and guiding new leaders so conferences are built on strong
theological foundations and healthy structures.

This work is not merely administrative—it is deeply spiritual.

Every application represents a pastor called by God.
Every church represents a community being reached with the gospel.
Every conference represents a new center for mission.

Today, the Global Methodist Church continues to grow rapidly around the world, with thousands of
churches, thousands of clergy, and dozens of conferences and emerging areas now part of this global
connection. Behind every one of these stories is the work of the Holy Spirit drawing people together
around a shared commitment to the authority of Scripture, the historic Christian faith, and the mission
of the church.

We are deeply grateful for the bishops, pastors, lay leaders, and ministry partners who have joined in
this work around the globe.

Finally, we give thanks to God for all He is doing through the Global Methodist Church as we make
disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural holiness across the globe.

To God be the glory!

COMMISSION MEMBERS

= Clark Atkins, Chair (Trinity) = Virgilio Olonan (Covenant Philippines)

= Kathryn Chittenden (Heartland) = Kevin Ryoo (Korean-American)

= Brad DeHaven (Mid-Texas) = Lori Smith (Mississippi-West Tennessee)

= Stephanie Malone (South Carolina) = Elizabeth Sullivan (South Carolina)

= Wilton Odongo (Kenya) = Mickey Wheeler (Mid-Texas)

= Walter Oduke (Kenya = Alban Yagozo (Central African Republic)
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Discipleship, Doctrine, and Just

Ministries (DDJM) Commission

The Commission on Discipleship, Doctrine, and Just Ministry (DDJM) began its work in late 2024
with a clear focus to provide theological guidance for the Global Methodist Church. The commission
has navigated a broad range of responsibilities, from drafting foundational doctrinal statements to
addressing the practicalities of campus ministry and the theology of ordination.

Foundational Framework and Subcommittees

At its inception, Chair David Watson established three primary subcommittees to focus the
commission’s early work: Doctrine, Discipleship, and Just Ministry.

= Doctrine: The initial priority was defined as exploring the question, “What is scriptural holiness?”
This was identified as a critical need for the denomination, as many members were seeking
guidance on this essential Methodist concept.

= Discipleship: This group was tasked with examining how Methodists “watch over one another in
love,” specifically focusing on the usefulness of holy conferencing, small groups, class meetings,
and bands.

= Just Ministry: This subcommittee was formed to define a biblical understanding of justice and
explore what “sanctified justice” looks like in both local and global contexts.

The Development of Doctrinal Standards

One of the commission’s most significant achievements over the past year has been the creation of a
unified doctrinal statement intended to combine the Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith.

PRINCIPLES OF DRAFTING
In April 2025, the commission adopted several guiding principles for this work, including:

= Staying close to the intent and spirit of the two original documents.

= Avoiding idiosyncratic interpretations of topics like the atonement or sanctification to encompass
the breadth of Wesleyan belief.

= Maintaining a level of specificity similar to the predecessor documents.

= Ensuring the language is accessible to both clergy and mature laity.

= Focusing on affirmative content rather than negative or polemical articles.

By June 2025, a writing team co-chaired by David Watson and Jason Vickers had completed 90% of
the first draft, totaling roughly 1,900 words. The commission engaged in robust discussions regarding
the specific language of the document. Upon completion of the first draft, Bishop Jones convened a
broader body including ecumenical voices (e.g., Tom McCall, Doug Koskela) to review drafts before
submission to General Conference. By March 2026, the final document was prepared for distribution
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to the global church for conversation and to offer an opportunity for feedback. The final document
was submitted after incorporating this feedback in congruence with the original guidelines of the
document creation.

Discipleship and “Watching Over One Another”

The Discipleship subcommittee produced a teaching document titled “Watching Over One Another
in Love.” This work includes:

= Biblical and historical foundations of Methodist accountability.
= Modern implementations of these concepts for the 21st-century church.

= Case studies, such as the successes and challenges of the Kenyan church in maintaining trust-
filled environments for spiritual growth.

Just Ministry and Biblical Justice

The Just Ministry subcommittee faced early challenges in narrowing its focus. Due to the complexity
of language around “justice,” the commission considered separating this work from its other
mandates to ensure these complex theological and ethical questions received adequate attention.

Revising the General Rules

A major legislative focus in 2026 involved a petition to edit the General Rules. The commission noted
that if these rules were not removed from the denomination’s restrictive rules (constitution) now,

they would be “locked in” for the future. The commission sought to determine if the rules remained
adaptable for a global context and how they differ from social principles. A petition was approved in
April 2026 to ensure the church has the flexibility to update these rules every six years if necessary.

Ordination and the Role of Deacons

Under the guidance of the Assembly of Bishops, the commission convened a cross-commission
Ordination Working Group to address inconsistencies in the Book of Doctrines and Discipline
regarding the roles of deacons and elders. Key developments included:

= A strong desire to maintain theological foundations for orders of ordination along with flexibility
to meet missional needs.

= Afocus as a continued task force through 2032 to think long-term and theologically about the
role of deacons and orders of ordination.

Ritual and Membership Vows

The commission worked closely with the Assembly of Bishops to submit legislation regarding
baptismal and membership vows to better incorporate the concept of scriptural holiness. The
agreed-upon language for those entering the church includes the question: “Are you growing in
holiness and pursuing Christian perfection?” There is an ongoing effort to create resources, such
as guides to Wesley’s sermons, to help new members understand the depth of these vows.
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Collaboration, Resourcing, and Outreach

The commission has prioritized being a “beating heart” for the church by providing theological clarity
for the denomination and practical resources for local congregations.

= Campus Ministry: The commission is working towards a template and minimum approval
process for annual conferences to use when vetting campus ministries.

= Youth Ministry: At the request of Bishop Scott Jones, the commission took on an advisory role
for a proposed Global Youth Assembly initiated by young men in Nigeria.

= Communication: The commission has a continued emphasis on providing resources for the
global church in its six official languages, both to address the ethical and theological challenges
of the church and provide resources in collaboration with the Assembly of Bishops around the
teachings of the Global Methodist Church.

Proposed Structural Changes and Future Work

Recognizing that its current mandate is exceptionally broad, the commission has proposed renaming
itself to the “Commission on Doctrine and Ethics.” This change is intended to refine the group’s
focus on complex theological matters and emerging ethical issues, such as medical aid in dying,
human sexuality, and gender identity.

New subcommittees have already been suggested to address:
= A comprehensive document on gender identity.
= The church’s posture toward civic authority and nation-states.
= Concise teachings on the Trinity and the problem of suffering.

Throughout the year, the commission has emphasized that its work is intended to resource the
bishops in their teaching office and provide a foundation for a church that “stands the test of time.”
All work products are subject to the final endorsement of the bishops before public release.

COMMISSION MEMBERS

= David Watson, Chair (Allegheny West) = Suzanne Nicholson (Mid-South)
= Kathy Rohrs, Secretary (Allegheny West) = Luther Oconer (Mega Manila)
= Evelyn Ann Akumu (Kenya) = Lou Ann Staggs (Mississippi-West Tennessee)
= Audu Daniel Bulus (Southern Nigeria) = Anna Vargas (Trinity)
= Kenneth Collins (Mid-South) = Angel Vendrell (Mid-Texas
= Gaby Kopas (Central Europe) = Jason Vickers (Trinity
= Tesia Mallory (Allegheny West) = Walter Warriner (Northeast)
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Educational Opportunities Tours:

Over 50 years of delivering disciple-making journeys.
We handle all the details and provide generous travel benefits.

Journeys in the Bible Lands

Exploring the lands of the Old and New Testaments
will bring the Bible to life, inspire your faith, and
energize your daily Christian walk.

Holy Land Journeys

Walk where Jesus walked. Stand on the shores
of Galilee. Pray in Gethsemane. Experience Scripture
in the places it happened.

Wesley Heritage Tours

Bring the history of Christianity alive. Enhance your
faith as you learn what influenced and shaped the
church we know today.

Host a group anc
earn free travel!

ﬂme]ess%ya ges 2027 Guest Speakers include:

. . David Campbell, Lynn Cohick
2027 Bible Lands Cruises Robin Parr, Steve Wilke

The World Changes. God's Word Remains.

www.eo.travel - 800-247-0017
Paula King — EO Area Director for the Global Methodist Church

pking@travelwithus.com

Educational Opportunities Tours




Ecumenical Relationships Commission

Ecumenical Relationships Commission
2024-2026

Jesus prayed for all believers: “My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— | in them and you in me—so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me.” — John 17:20-23

The Commission on Ecumenical Relationships (ERC) focuses on the unity of the Church through
friendship and education. Our primary audience is the Body of Christ. We aspire to enter all relationships
with a posture of generous hospitality, humble learning, and ongoing conversation.

Educating and encouraging Global Methodists to seek Kingdom-building relationships with other
churches and ministries in their communities. To equip the local church to build relationships with other
churches in their communities, we have developed a six-week curriculum for the local church that provides
practical guidance, theological grounding, and stories of churches working together. To find out more
about this resource, find our Ecumenical Relationships page at globalmethodist.org.

Pursuing opportunities to promote Wesleyan theology together with other denominations, including
publishing opportunities. The ERC pursues opportunities to promote Wesleyan-holiness theology by
working together with like-minded denominations and publishing houses to promote Wesleyan values. We
also seek to learn from others who can offer best practices as we grow globally. We have been especially
grateful for the kind encouragement and support received from the Nazarenes, Free Methodists, The
Wesleyan Church, Glenmary Missioners and other established denominations and groups that have been
helpful coaches.

Building ecumenical friendships with groups where unity and mutual learning may be emphasized.
We have been invited to join the following ecumenical groups: Wesleyan Holiness Women’s Clergy,
Wesleyan Holiness Connection, and Global Wesleyan Alliance — all groups that support orthodox-
leaning Wesleyan denominations. We have organized an intercessory prayer group that prays over all our
emerging relationships. We are also in continuing conversations with Open Doors, making use of their
resources (local church kits and “persecution preparedness” training) for our churches, as well as being
involved with their ecumenical roundtable discussions in countries where persecution is more prevalent.
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Informing groups and commissions within our own denomination of best practices as we
discover them in conversation with others. We held a productive meeting with leaders of the
Nazarenes for the purpose of learning and discovery. With a posture of receptive ecumenism, we
continue to look for opportunities to resource our commissions and leadership teams as we learn
from others in the larger Body of Christ.

Discerning together with those groups seeking to determine their best path forward through
covenant partnership or full membership. We are honored to be in covenant relationships with
Costa Rica and (as of this General Conference) the Korean Methodist Church). We continue to clarify
our goals related to covenant relationships. Meanwhile, ongoing conversations with our Methodist
friends in Venezuela and Fiji have yielded a deeper connection, as both of those fellowships have
now discerned that full membership in the Global Methodist family is their next step. We welcome
these two groups into the Global Methodist movement and consider their choice to “go Global” as a
highlight of our collaborative work in these first two years together.

This is the beauty of holiness. Wherever it exists, it draws followers of Jesus together and fosters such
sweet communion. It has been our joy to say to so many in these first two years of our existence, “If
your heart is as our heart, give us your hand.”

MEMBERS PRAYER SUPPORT
= David Duggan = Lauren Yates
= Scott Field
- Han Sung Koh STAFF SUPPORT
. Patti Molik = TeresaMarcus
= Carolyn Moore, Chair
= Ed Murphy

= Debbie Smalley
» Zac Vakadewatabua

= Vatroslav Zupancic
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EREPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON
Finance, Administration,

Pensions, and Benefits

The Commission on Finance, Administration, Pensions, and Benefits exists to support faithful
stewardship, integrity, and transparency at every level of the Global Methodist Church’s connection.
Appointed by the General Conference and reporting to the Connectional Council, the Commission
serves the entire Global Methodist movement by providing financial oversight, legal support, and
guidance in matters of pensions, benefits, statistics, archives, recordkeeping, and administration.

We undertake this work with the conviction that “it is required of stewards that they be found faithful”
(1Corinthians 4:2). The resources entrusted to the Global Methodist Church are sacred gifts from God,
given through the generosity of local congregations and individual disciples for the sake of the mission
of Jesus Christ.

The work of this Commission is not an end in itself. We serve the practical and administrative life of
the Church so that the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and spreading scriptural holiness
may flourish. Budgets, audits, policies, benefits, archives, and administrative systems are all means of
supporting the Church’s larger vision: multiplying disciples of Jesus Christ throughout the earth who
flourish in scriptural holiness as we worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly.

Among its key responsibilities, the Commission oversees the general church’s finances, including the
Assembly of Bishops and all general church commissions. It ensures proper financial management
through public reporting, annual audits, and preparation of the church-wide budget. It also helps care
for the Church’s past and future by maintaining statistics and historical archives and supporting the
administration of clergy pensions and benefits. A full description of the Commission’s responsibilities
may be found in the Book of Doctrines and Discipline 1811.

Guiding Values
The Commission has sought to carry out its work around four guiding values.

First, we are committed to transparency. Trust is strengthened when financial information is clear,
accessible, and regularly reported. The Commission continues to provide quarterly public financial
updates at globalmethodist.org/general-church-finance and meeting minutes at globalmethodist.org/
meeting-minutes-list. We believe sunlight strengthens trust, and trust strengthens mission.

Second, we are committed to accountability and integrity. Scripture reminds us that stewards must be
found faithful. The Commission continues to review spending patterns, contractor relationships, credit
card practices, audits, and policies governing the use and distribution of denominational funds. Our
desire is to manage the Church’s resources with care, consistency, and appropriate oversight.
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Third, we remain committed to a lean footprint. The Global Methodist Church was formed with a desire
to avoid unnecessary institutional weight and to direct more support toward ministry and mission. Our
goal is not to build a heavy institution, but to support a Spirit-filled movement.

Fourth, we are committed to centering the local church. The local congregation is the primary arena
where disciples are made, worship is offered, communities are served, and the gospel is embodied.
Connectional structures exist to strengthen and support congregations, not to burden them.

Budget and Financial Oversight

The Commission continues its work in preparing and reviewing denominational budget matters for
the Connectional Council and the General Conference. We believe the Church’s budget is not merely a
financial document; it is a theological and missional statement. As Jesus said, “Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

The 2026 budget is set at $7.2 million, supporting more than 50 annual conferences and over 7,000
churches. Quarterly financial updates are maintained on the denominational website so the
Church can remain informed about income, expenses, and budget performance.

As part of its oversight responsibility, the Commission has established financial policies, including
maintaining up to a six-month operating reserve. This reserve exists as a safeguard, not as a routine
source of operational funding. Like Joseph’s preparation in Egypt, faithful stewardship prepares not
only for today’s needs but also for tomorrow’s challenges.

Non-U.S. Conferences and International Funding

The Commission recognizes that the Global Methodist Church is a truly global body, called to serve people
“from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages” (Revelation 7:9). As the Church grows
globally, our financial systems must account for the realities of conferences outside the United States.

A task force has been formed to address connectional funding strategies for non-U.S. global conferences.
We are especially encouraged that many non-U.S. conferences are now giving connectional funding to the
global church. This is a significant and hopeful sign for the health of our connection. To God be the glory!

This generosity reflects something deeper than a financial transaction. It is a sign of shared mission, mutual
responsibility, and global partnership in the gospel. As we grow together, we are working to strengthen
systems that allow funds to be received, managed, audited, and reported with clarity, fairness, and integrity
across the global Church.

Audits

The Commission continues to prioritize regular, independent audits as an essential practice of financial
accountability. We are actively working to bring all audits up to date as soon as possible and to establish
rhythms of review that strengthen confidence across the connection.

Audits are more than procedural requirements; they are acts of stewardship. They provide assurance to
local churches, clergy, laity, donors, and denominational leaders that funds are being received, managed,
and disbursed appropriately. As Paul wrote regarding the collection for the saints, “We take this course so
that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us” (2 Corinthians 8:20).
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For a young and growing denomination, trust is one of our most important assets. Regular audits,
clear reporting, and responsible oversight help ensure that the Global Methodist Church is building
on a foundation of integrity, transparency, and faithful stewardship.

Global Methodist Church Foundation

The formation of a Global Methodist Church Foundation has been approved by the Connectional
Council. The Foundation is envisioned as a vehicle to support the long-term mission and financial
health of the Church.

This work is an investment in future faithfulness. Proverbs reminds us, “A good man leaves an
inheritance to his children’s children” (Proverbs 13:22). In the same spirit, the Foundation will help
strengthen generations of disciples, churches, pastors, and mission fields yet to come. More
information will be provided as the Foundation forms over the next several months.

Health Insurance and Benefits

The Commission was asked by the Convening General Conference to give attention to health
insurance and benefits, particularly for clergy and churches in the United States.

We have been blessed to work with GuideStone for our insurance and benefits needs, and this
has proven to be a strong and healthy relationship. Current arrangements with GuideStone extend
through 2027, with any potential changes taking effect, at the earliest, in 2028.

Aninsurance sub-team has been working diligently with conference leadership and the
Connectional Council to determine recommendations for the future. We are prayerfully aware that
benefits are not merely administrative matters. They affect clergy families, local church budgets,
pastoral transitions, recruitment, retention, and long-term ministry sustainability. Scripture reminds
us that “the laborer deserves his wages” (1 Timothy 5:18). The Commission remains committed to
seeking options that are responsible, affordable, and supportive of all clergy and churches.

Petitions to the General Conference

The Commission also assisted other commissions and the Connectional Council throughout
the legislative process, while also approving and submitting three petitions of its own to the
General Conference.

The first petition relates to 1449.7, providing local churches with connectional funding remittance
options. The second relates to 17104, strengthening expectations for financial audits in annual
conferences. The third relates to 1711.1, addressing annual conference connectional funding to and
for ministries and missional efforts.

Together, these petitions reflect the Commission’s commitment to transparency, accountability, and
sustainable connectional funding for a global Church. They are offered in the spirit of strengthening
our shared life, clarifying our connectional practices, and removing unnecessary barriers so that
every congregation and conference may participate faithfully and fruitfully in the mission we share.
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Looking Ahead

The work of the Commission on Finance, Administration, Pensions, and Benefits is often quiet, detailed,
and practical. Yet it is deeply connected to the mission of the Church. Faithful administration creates
trust. Clear reporting strengthens confidence. Wise budgeting protects mission. Responsible benefits
support clergy and families. Strong policies guard integrity. Appropriate reserves prepare the Church for
the future.

As the Global Methodist Church continues to grow, the Commission remains committed to serving with
humility, transparency, and accountability. We believe the Church’s financial and administrative life should
reflect the character of Christ and the mission of the gospel. We also believe that a lean and faithful
connectional structure can strengthen local churches rather than distract from them.

The Apostle Peter exhorts the Church, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace” (1Peter 4:10). That is our desire: to be faithful stewards of the grace, trust,
generosity, and mission God has placed in our hands.

The Commission gives thanks for the generosity of local congregations, the diligence of the global
support staff, the service of the Connectional Council, and the faithfulness of all who are working to build
a denomination and movement that worships passionately, loves extravagantly, and witnesses boldly.

I am personally thankful for the work of the following Commission members over the past two years, all
of whom have volunteered their time to help ensure that the financial foundation of the Global Methodist
Church is secure for future generations: Chris Akers (Florida); Sherry Austin (Great Lakes); Rhonda
Bourgeois (Trinity); Olandor Boyce (Grain Coast); Richard Croll (Heartland); Herman Dick (Allegheny
West); Sam Gregory, Vice Chair (West Plains); Sung Soo Kim (Korean American); Vivian Kinnear,
Secretary (Trinity); Jennifer Lineberry (North Carolina); Jim Noble (Mid Texas); Joy Perry (Allegheny
West); Matt Seel (MidSouth); and Luvo Thwethwa (South Africa).

May the Lord make us faithful in what has been entrusted to us, so that the Global Methodist Church may
continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural holiness across the globe.

To God be the Glory!

Rev. Dr Harrison ] Bell

Alabama- Emerald Coast
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GMC Financial Statements

il Global Methodist Church
@ January - December 2025
Preliminary Statement

GLOBAL of Financial Activities UNAUDITED

METHODIST CHURCH

2025 Actuals
Income
3000Income
3010 Direct Contributions 262,948
3020 Connectional Funding - General Church 8,840,134
Total 3000 Income 9,103,083
3100 Miscellaneous Income 256
3200 Investmentincome 139,854
3600 Dividends Income 120,541
3900 InterestIncome 95,347
TotalIncome 9,459,081
Expenses
1Program Expenses
4000 Professional Services
4004 Accounting Consulting Services 19,181
4008 Audit Services 10,294
4010 Legal Services - General 11,736
4012 Database Development Services 33,250
4016 Information Technology Services 137,435
4020 Website Design 69,220
4024 Child Safety Services 90,739
4028 Data Services (Mission Insite) 85,000
4032 Interpreter & Translation Services 22,514
4036 Marketing Services 21,293
4048 Audio Visual Photography Production 27,669
4052 Honorariums 1,875
4056 Other Consulting Services 142,236
Total 4000 Professional Services 672,443
4060 Professional & Finance Fees
4064 Governmental Registration Fees 12,750
4072 Legal Fees-Immigration 1,696
4076 Credit Card Processing Fees 28,346
4080 Bank Charges & Fees 8,111
4084 Sponsorships 40,500
Total 4060 Professional & Finance Fees 91,403

General
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4100 Supplies and Administrative Expenses
4104 Office Supplies
4108 Shipping & Postage
4112 Dues & Subscriptions
4116 Printing
4120 Furnishings & Equipment
4124 Marketing and Promotional ltems
4128 Training Materials
Total 4100 Supplies and Administrative Expenses

4200 Travel
4204 Airfare
4208 Ground Transportation
4212 Meals

4216 Lodging
4220 Event Registration

4224 Travel Insurance

4228 Meeting Space Rental

4236 Other Travel Related Costs
Total 4200 Travel

4300 Facility Expenses

4304 Office Rental

4308 Insurance

4312 Utilities

4316 Miscellaneous Expense
Total 4300 Facility Expenses

Total 1 Program Expenses

3 Salaries & Benefits
6000 Salaries
6016 Medical Expense
6017 Employer Pension Expense
6018 Health Insurance Expense
6020 Payroll Tax Expenses
6030 Payroll Processing Fees
Total 3 Salaries & Benefits

7990 Other Expenses
7996 Budgeted Contingency
7997 Uncollectible Accounts
Total 7990 Other Expenses

Total Expenses
Net Operatinglncome

OtherIncome
7800 Unrealized Gain/Loss

Net Otherlncome

Increase in Net Assets

19,030
7,421
6,416
4,578

46,163

390

17,244

101,242

299,306
77,373
50,968

194,482
9,237

757
24,436
129,398
785,959

33,302
14,168
21,318

4,195
72,982

1,724,029

1,944,110
1,267
156,670
165,028
62,890
18,387

2,348,351

110,106
36,713
146,819

4,219,200

5,239,881

(51,662)
(51,662)

5,188,219

% GLOBAL General
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21N Global Methodist Church

“ January - December 2025
Management Reporting UNAUDITED
(}L()BAL Actualsasa
METHODIST CHURCH Full Year Full Year
% of Full Year
Budget Actuals
Budget
Income
General Church Connectional Funding $ 6,389,367 $ 8,840,134 138.4%
Expenses
Connectional Council
Programming-Meetings, Training, Education $ 5,000 $ 3,189 63.8%
Travel 89,100 87,668 98.4%
Growth Contingency 5,900 - 0.0%
Other not listed 10,000 469 4.7%
TotalConnectional Council $ 110,000 $ 91,325 83.0%
Councilon Appeals
Growth Contingency $ - $ 456
Total Councilon Appeals $ - $ 456
Assembly of Bishops
Salaries $ 731,662 $ 748,696 102.3%
Benefits 129,557 85,954 66.3%
Travel 347,957 299,765 86.2%
Growth Contingency 35,000 - 0.0%
Other not listed 50,000 8,900 17.8%
Total Assembly of Bishops $ 1,294,176 $ 1,143,315 88.3%
Conferences Commission
General Administration Expenses $ 500 $ - 0.0%
Professional Fees & Services 50,000 11,762 23.5%
Travel 22,000 32,558 148.0%
Total Conferences Commission $ 72,500 $ 44,320 61.1%
Discipleship, Doctrine and Just Ministry Commission
Programming-Supplies $ 200 $ - 0.0%
Travel 35,200 - 0.0%
Total Discipleship, Doctrine and Just Ministry Commission $ 35,400 $ - 0.0%
Ecumenical Relationships
General Administration Expenses $ 5,000 $ - 0.0%
Professional Fees & Services 5,000 - 0.0%
Programming-Meetings, Training, Education 8,000 - 0.0%
Programming-Supplies 2,000 - 0.0%
Travel 172,625 6,483 3.8%
Growth Contingency 23,625 - 0.0%
Other not listed 20,000 9,500 47.5%
Total Ecumenical Relationships $ 236250 $ 15,983 6.8%
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Finance Admin Pension Benefits Commission

Programming-Meetings, Training, Education $ 2,500 $ - 0.0%
Travel 26,925 165 0.6%
Growth Contingency 3,075 - 0.0%
Total Finance Admin Pension Benefits Commission $ 32,500 $ 165 0.5%

Ministry and Higher Education Commission

Programming-Supplies $ 200 $ 224 112.2%
Travel 35,200 24,953 70.9%
Total Ministry and Higher Education Commission $ 35,400 $ 25,177 71.1%

Kingdom Advancement

General Administration Expenses $ 3,000 $ 551 18.4%
Professional Fees & Services 1,000 26,259 2625.9%
Programming-Meetings, Training, Education 108,000 7,540 7.0%
Travel 105,200 169,408 161.0%
Ministry Programming 392,000 121,241 30.9%
Growth Contingency 184,250 52,029 28.2%
TotalKingdom Advancement $ 793,450 $ 377,028 47.5%
Total Council, Assembly and Commissions ” $ 2609676 $ 1,697,771 65.1%
Global Operations
Connectional Operations

Salaries (20 employees) $ 1,226,250 $ 1,195,415 97.5%
Benefits 330,877 297,734 90.0%
Programming-Supplies 25,000 4,189 16.8%
Travel 162,000 56,629 35.0%
Shipping /Dues Subscriptions 8,000 3,953 49.4%
Mission Insight 100,000 85,000 85.0%
Ministry Safe 75,000 90,318 120.4%
Growth Contingency 505,164 36,466 7.2%
Other not listed 2,000 16,630 831.5%
Total Connectional Operations $ 2,434,291 $ 1,786,333 73.4%

Communications

Professional Fees & Services $ 320,500 $ 134,565 42.0%
Programming-Supplies 6,000 7,930 132.2%
Travel 37,000 17,494 47.3%
Total Communications $ 363,500 $ 159,988 44.0%

Connectional Ministries

Programming-Supplies $ 8,000 $ 2,307 28.8%

Travel 18,500 13,184 71.3%

Sponsorships 100,000 25,000 25.0%

Growth Contingency 15,500 - 0.0%

Other not listed 2,000 - 0.0%

Total Connectional Ministries $ 144,000 $ 40,491 28.1%
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Finance

Professional Fees & Services $ 142,500 $ 76,138 53.4%
Programming-Supplies 12,000 26,242 218.7%
Travel 23,000 21,540 93.7%
Financial Services 142,500 16,358 11.5%
Facility Expenses 77,400 54,043 69.8%
Growth Contingency 30,000 7,279 24.3%
Other not listed 4,000 - 0.0%
Total Finance $ 431,400 $ 201,600 46.7%

Information Technology

Software Services $ 191,500 $ 158,069 82.5%
Growth Contingency 20,000 - 0.0%
TotalInformation Technology $ 211,500 $ 158,069 74.7%

New Conference Development

International Conference Registrations $ 75,000 $ 13,055 17.4%

Growth Contingency 20,000 13,875 69.4%

Other not listed 100,000 111,303 111.3%

Total New Conference Development $ 195,000 $ 138,233 70.9%

Total Global Operations $ 3779691 $ 2,484,716 65.7%

Total Expenses $ 6,389,367 $ 4,182,486 65.5%
Addition to (Subtraction from) Net Assets $ 4,657,648
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s Global Methodist Church

“ Statement of Financial Position UNAUDITED

As of December 31, 2025

GLOBAL

METHODIST CHURCH

ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Total Accounts Payable
Total Credit Cards
Other Current Liabilities
Accrued Expenses
Taxes Payable
Pass Through Payments
Connectional Funding Mispayments
Total Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities

Net Assets

Net Assets with Donor Restrictions
Emerging Conference Funds
Disaster Relief Funds
Church Multiplication Funds
Ministry and Higher Education Funds
General Conference Designated Fund
Other Designated Funds

Total Net Assets with Donor Restrictions

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions - Undesignated
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions - Board Designated
GeneralConference
ATS-GMC Church Plant Fund
Interest and Investment Income
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions - Board Designated Total
Total Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions

Total Net Assets
TOTALLIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

UsSD

683,258
10,944,970

11,628,227

11,628,227

3,782
85,536

18,476
16,069
30,782

3,023
68,350

157,667

157,667

164,108
581,579
377,164

10,071
478,701
138,167

1,749,790

6,043,486

2,860,000
250,000
567,284

3,677,284

9,720,770

11,470,560

11,628,227
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General Conference Commission

The 2026 General Conference Commission (GCC) began its work immediately following the 2024
Convening General Conference in Costa Rica. We met under the leadership of Chair Beth Ann Cook,
elected a secretary, and gave two possible names for Chair to the Connectional Council. During this time,
we worked to finalize the location of the 2026 General Conference, removing one possible site from
consideration and adding another. We sent Commission members to Africa to scout and bring back a
recommendation to the GCC and the Connectional Council. The Sandton Convention Center was our
clear choice and was selected.

The GCC s to recommend and secure the General Conference site, to publicize the date and location,
recommend the Rules of Organization, credential and set the number of delegates, and then do
everything required to implement the General Conference. This is a monumental task requiring hundreds
of helpers. | wish that | could thank all the Team members and volunteers that have worked to plan and
implement the 2026 General Conference (GC 2026), but it is just not possible in this report. | encourage
you to take some time throughout the conference to thank the many folks who are serving you in
Johannesburg. They have all given their time and most are here at their own expense to help you and be a
part of this historic gathering.

To complete our work, we divided our tasks into 14 Teams. Each Team was chaired by a member of the
GCC. The Team Leads filled their Teams with GMC members from around the globe. This has truly been
an international effort,and | pray it is a foretaste of what is to come as we grow as a Global Church. The
majority of the GCC report is a summary of the work of the Teams.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

The Communications Team has been responsible for all communication efforts leading up to the
General Conference. We have overseen and executed the messaging strategy, content development,
branding alignment, internal and external communications, and coordination across multiple
stakeholders and global audiences. Our work has focused on equipping delegates, leaders, and
members of the Global Methodist Church with timely, accurate, and meaningful information while
also helping to shape a unified and compelling narrative for this historic gathering. A special note of
appreciation goes to Matt Cardano (Mega Manila) for his creativity in branding. His work has helped
visually anchor the identity of this General Conference in a way that reflects both the global nature of
our church and the spirit of this moment. Each member of our team has brought unique insight from
their respective Annual Conferences and areas of expertise, helping us serve the denomination well.
Executive Director of Communications Dianne Burnett served as Team Chair.

CREDENTIALING/REGISTRATION TEAM

The Credentialing/Registration Team has worked with the Legislative Team to set the number

of delegates for General Conference and the Delegate Allocation. We ensure that all delegates,
alternates, and reserves are fully credentialed. We create and purchase the nametags and are
responsible for registering every participant in GC2026. We work with Delegation Heads to maintain
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an accurate count and the temporary credentialling of alternates and reserves. We work with the
Marshals to maintain the bar of the conference and overall security. We provide wristbands and
color codes them for access. Carol Loeb served as Chair.

FINANCE TEAM

The Finance Team has overseen the financial planning and management of funds designated

for General Conference. We developed and maintained a comprehensive budget for the event,
aligning available resources with the Commission’s vision and priorities. We met regularly to review
income and expenses, recommending adjustments as needed. The team monitored spending

to ensure all expenditures remained within the approved budget and followed established
policies and procedures. The Finance Team also provided guidance on the financial impact of
GCC decisions and promoted transparent and responsible use of resources. The Finance Team
has also overseen the work of Sponsorship and Exhibitors. We have 22 exhibitors, including five
Recommended Educational Institutions, three Approved Mission Partners, seven Public category
participants and one African Partner. The remaining participants are major sponsors and GMC
participants. We have raised $134,000.00, excluding major sponsors. There will be an area in the
back of the Ballroom for our sponsors and Exhibitors, who are helping to support the conference
financially. Mack Parker has chaired this area with Bridget Kirk as the on-site manager. Molly
Williams served as Finance Team Chair.

HOSPITALITY/VOLUNTEERS TEAM

The Hospitality/Volunteers Team put together a strategy for selecting volunteers, developed

the volunteer application, reviewed volunteer applications, checked references and approved
applicants, communicated with all applicants, and set the schedules for all volunteers. We will be
present to greet you at the airport and to help with information and support throughout the week.
We had over 300 applicants for 170 volunteer roles in Registration, Hospitality, Pages, Marshals,
Prayer Team, Worship, Office Support, Assistant to the Secretary, Parliamentarians, Interpreters,
Exhibitor Support, and Mission Experience Support.

Our team members included persons from Nigeria, and Western, Mid and Eastern United States.
Stacy Taylor served as Team Chair

HOUSING AND LOGISTICS TEAM

The Housing and Logistics Team has worked with the Sandton Conventions Center to ensure that
we have the space and equipment we need for a successful conference. We planned out room
configurations, meals and break time refreshments. We have negotiated sufficient hotel space for
our needs and have provided transportation to and from the airport with the Gautrain and buses. It
is also our job to procure paper and printers, pens, nametags, and the countless other items needed
for a successful conference. James Kawazda is the Housing and Logistics Team Chair. Jamesis a
resident of Zimbabwe and has made several trips into South Africa to support the work of the GCC.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS TEAM

The International Relations Team worked closely with South African Government Officials to
facilitate travel and Visas to South Africa. They have worked with individuals and delegations with
the goal that we would all be together in the Sandton Convention center to Holy Conference. The
International Relations Team was chaired by Mbingeleli Diko (Elie) who is a native of South Africa
and has helped our Commission in countless ways as our in-country representative.
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LEGISLATIVE TEAM

The Legislative Team has worked to amend the Plan of Organization, to help order GC2026
including printing the Pre-Conference Workbook and Petitions Report, all daily conference
publications, to select and train the Secretarial Staff, Pages and Parliamentarians. They created a
timeline which included deadlines, assisted Credentialing in the delegate allocation process, helped
to select the Administrative and Legislative Committees, perfected and managed the Petition
process, and set the overall agenda for GC 2026. Lamar Alexander served as Petitions Team Chair.
Norma Morrison served as Agenda Team Chair. General Conference Secretary Tom Lambrecht
served as Legislative Team Chair.

MISSION EXPERIENCE TEAM

The Mission Experience Team has worked to create mission opportunities for GC2026. We have a
diverse team made up of clergy and laity from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Liberia, Fiji,and America.
This team is committed to GMC doctrine as the compassion of mission meets the good news of
Jesus as evangelism happens in the communities surrounding Johannesburg at local GMC church
sites. The ministry will consist of Spirit and Truth training, medical checks, prayer teams, hot meals,
GMC information in community dialog settings, Vacation Bible School (Children’s Bible Camp), and
pastor/leadership training. The Mission Experience Team has been raising its own funds so if you
would like to donate, information is on The GC 2026 website. Tim Beardsley served as Team Chair.

PRAYER TEAM

The Prayer Team has organized the Concert of Prayer for the Opening Worship. We have worked
with the Prayer Network to undergird GC2026 in prayer, created prayer guides starting a fulll

year out and culminating in the 40 Days of Prayer initiative and the 14 Day prayer guide. We have
recruited 48 prayer volunteers to serve onsite, including staffing the Prayer Chapel and the Altar
Ministry Team. We are developing a Prayer Etiquette Training, and we are praying for you and
looking forward to praying with you in South Africa. Laura Ballinger served as Team Chair.

TRANSLATION/INTERPRETATION TEAM

The Translation/Interpretation Team has researched and contracted with a live speech language
translation service for GC 2026. We chose KUDO to provide these services. KUDO was the most
cost-effective team, and they provide the following benefits: they are user friendly, they include all
GC official languages, including Kiswahili, and they have proven success with faith-based groups.
We will have some on-site translation available to assist people throughout the conference. If you
speak multiple languages we hope you will use your gift to help othersin need. Itis our goal to
serve you and do all we can to keep language from being a barrier to your important work of Holy
Conferencing. Bill Patrick served as Team Chair.

WORSHIP TEAM

The Worship Team has organized all aspects of worship for General Conference 2026. The
subcommittee consists of individuals from the Philippines, Bulgaria, the United States, and Kenya
with a larger group of consultants from Guatemala, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Korea, and more.

We will call people together each session with drums. We have planned daily worship gatherings,
ensuring a multicultural/multilingual experience at the conference. Worship will include choir,
orchestra, cultural elements from around the continent of Africa, communion each day, and global
voices/expressions with a commitment to remaining rooted in our Wesleyan heritage.
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We collaborated with the Assembly of Bishops, working with Bishop Greenway to set the preaching
plan and to select preachers from around the world. We are bringing choirs and bands from
Zimbabwe and South Africa and have planned a wonderful Africa night where we will celebrate
together our first General Conference on the African Continent. We have collaborated with the GC
prayer team on the concert of prayer, created a GC house band, chose global music, scheduled
rehearsals and worked on technical aspects of worship. Tesia Mallory has served as Worship Chair
with Assistant Tracy Winters.

CONFERENCE AND EVENT PROJECT MANAGER

The Conference and Event Project Manager is a staff position that has brought to us the experience
and expertise to negotiate, plan, engage sponsors, and implement a conference as large as ours.
Becci Wood has served in this role with distinction. This is Becci's report to GC 2026:

I am profoundly inspired by the remarkable dedication of those serving on the General Conference
Commission. They have faithfully allowed the Spirit to work in and through them, guiding every step
of the planning for GC26.

What began as a vision for 900 attendees has grown to over 1,300, all gathered to advance God’s
Kingdom through the mission of the Global Methodist Church. Our partners at the Sandton
Convention Centre and the six hotels in the Sandton area have been exceptional collaborators,
ensuring this complex event runs smoothly. GC26 has been, above all, an act of love—first for the
Lord, then for the Global Methodist Church, and for all that God has yet in store for us!

| want to thank the GCC members whose names were not included above: Anthony McPhail and Beth
Ann Cook-who have faithfully served in the role of Vice-Chair, Sterling Allen, Shalom Azabe, Mary Mano
Blagojevich, Rhonda Bourgeois, Kilyobas Audu Chippau, Lyndsey Clark, Cesar Gaza, Joy Giriffin, Tsvetan
lliev, Nicholas S. Munongo, Davies Musigo, Charles Michael Puno, and Jay Therrell.

On behalf of the GCC, | want to thank our support team. They have worked countless hours with us and
behind the scenes to make this General Conference possible. Conference and Event Project Manager
Becci Wood, Registration Concierge Ginger Barbie, General Conference Secretary Tom Lambrecht,
Assistant General Conference Secretary Lamar Oliver, Assembly of Bishops Representative Jeff
Greenway, Director of Communications Dianne Burnett, Bookkeeper Molly Williams, and Connectional
Operations Officer Mike Schafer.

It has been an honor and a privilege to work with such exceptional leaders in the service of Christ and the
Global Methodist Church. Please receive this report as a glimpse of the work of the General Conference
Commission. | pray that our true report is a successful and Christ honoring 2026 General Conference in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

Blessings,

: Rev. Mike Grant
«v Chair | 2026 General Conference Commission

General
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Kingdom Advancement Commission

Update to General Conference

The Commission on Kingdom Advancement’s mandate from the General Conference is to equip
and “resource the local church, annual conferences, and the general church” to fulfill the mission
of the Global Methodist Church to “make disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural holiness
across the globe.”

The Kingdom Advancement Commission works in alignment with the General Conference,
Assembly of Bishops, the Connectional Council, Annual Conferences, and the Global Operations
Team to advance the kingdom of God in five specific areas: Church Multiplication (Planting),
Evangelism, Missions Mobilization, Unreached People Groups, and Disaster Response.

The Commission is organized into three teams. Each team includes both Commission members

plus over 100 laity and clergy from around the world. The three teams are Church Multiplication and
Evangelism (Team Leaders: Max Wilkins and Steve Cordle), Mission Mobilization and Unreached People
Groups (Team Leader: Sherri Tabaka-Morrissey), and Disaster Response (Team Leader: Linda Davis).

As the Global Methodist Church pursues our vision and mission, there is growing consensus around
three priorities:

1. Making Disciples who Make Disciples
2. A Multiplying Movement of Churches Planting Churches

3. A Global Gospel Movement that Creates and Increases the Number of Self-sustaining,
Disciple-making, Multiplying Communities of Faith to the Fourth Generation or More

In one part of the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth
asitisin heaven”

When we look at our world today, we can see despair, problems, challenges, sin and all manner of
brokenness. But Jesus tells us that we can look to heaven and see the way God intends our world to be.
In the Global Methodist Church, we are all working to see the Kingdom of God come fully on earth.

The following are some of the key initiatives and highlights of the work areas related to the Kingdom
Advancement Commission.

CHURCH MULTIPLICATION AND EVANGELISM

In the area of Church Multiplication and Evangelism, new churches are being planted around the
world every month. In just the last two years, hundreds of new churches have been planted across the
globe with most intentionally focused on making disciples who make disciples. To remain a growing
denomination, we must plant at least 3% new churches annually. Toward that goal, we are working to
see at least 3700 new churches established worldwide over the next seven years.
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Through collaborative efforts, the Kingdom Advancement Commission continues to develop strategic
partnerships and training opportunities that equip leaders to reach people with the Gospel—resulting
in baptisms, intentional discipleship, and the formation of new faith communities across our annual
conferences and emerging areas.

At the same time, new initiatives are in development to further accelerate the pace of church
multiplication, reinforcing our commitment to being a multiplying movement of churches planting
churches and to making disciples who, in turn, make disciples.

MISSIONS MOBILIZATION AND UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS

In the area of Missions Mobilization and Unreached People Groups, the Global Methodist Church
envisions that every local church will have a clear and compelling Acts 1:8 strategy to reach their
“Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the Ends of the Earth.” To equip local churches and annual
conferences, the Kingdom Advancement Commission developed a two-day masterclass training event
called “Engage: Pursuing Excellence in Global Methodist Missions.”

Engage training equips, connects and empowers local churches to effectively reach their local
community, region, nation, and even other nations with the life-transforming power of the Gospel. The
curriculum is now available in seven of the GMC’s major languages included English, French, Hausa,
Kiswahili, Russian, Spanish, and Portuguese, with more languages scheduled to be added.

Over forty missional partners have been vetted and approved who have specific expertise to
strengthen our regional and global outreach. As new partners are vetted, they are added to the
approved list on the website.

Mission Leader Certification is also in development to serve both laity and clergy with specific training
to increase the Global Methodist Church’s outreach.

We also envision that annual conferences and local churches are intentional and participating in God’s
redemptive plan for reaching the world’'s unreached people groups, where 3.42 billion of the world’s
8.08 billion people live with little to no access to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

GMC KINGDOM ADVANCEMENT PORTAL & MULTI-LANGUAGE ONLINE
RESOURCE LIBRARY

The Global Methodist Church’s website includes a special online portal developed by the Kingdom
Advancement Commission to provides resources and key information for church multiplication,
evangelism, mission mobilization, unreached people groups, and disaster response. This has been a
multi-year project, and it is a major achievement.

This web portal is also a central hub for connections between local churches and vetted mission
partners, as well as providing direct access to a multi-language Resource Library. Additional pages,
resources and functions are continually being developed, which includes collaboration

with other Commission, particularly on subjects related to discipleship.
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To explore the web portal and resource library, visit the following links.

= Access and explore the website and its offerings
https://kingdomadvancement.globalmethodist.org/

= Contact Kingdom Advancement Commission
https://kingdomadvancement.globalmethodist.org/contact

= Resource Library
https://app.globalmethodistworld/search

= Contact with inquiries regarding Missional Partners
missionpartnerships@globalmethodist.org

= Learn about Mission Mobilization
https://kingdomadvancement.globalmethodist.org/missions-mobilization

= Missional Partnerships (FAQs)
https://kingdomadvancement.globalmethodist.org/mp-fags

= Access the Missional Partnerships list
https://app.globalmethodistworld/approved_mission_partners

= Applying to become an Approved Missional Partner
https://app.globalmethodistworld/users/sign_up

DISASTER RESPONSE

In the area of Disaster Response, Global Methodists around the world continue to provide a
compassionate, proactive, and generous response to local and national disasters. Since our
formation as a denomination, we have been serving vulnerable people who have been impacted
by floods, hurricanes, war, oppression, disease, drought and other unpredicted crises.

The first line of response in a disaster is the local church and the annual conference. When the
need is greater than the resources of an annual conference, then the Kingdom Advancement
Commission works to provide grants from the general church.

In 2025, in addition to the funds raised and distributed by annual conferences, the GMC’s Kingdom
Advancement Commission provided a compassionate response to 15 disasters in Africa,

the Caribbean and the USA. Additionally, thousands of volunteers were mobilized by annual
conferences and churches to meet urgent needs.

Over the last two years, over $1,700,000 dollars has been distributed in humanitarian relief grants
that met urgent needs and restored hope to communities in times of disaster. These funds were a
seed of hope that restored dignity, rekindled faith, and reaffirmed the Church’s relevance in times
of suffering. The relief efforts were not merely humanitarian gestures. They were acts of ministry,
revealing the Kingdom of God in tangible form.

THE ABLAZE INITIATIVE

In 2026, the Global Methodist Church launched a three-year, multi-regional initiative called the
ABLAZE Initiative that is designed to equip every local church in Global Methodism for disciple-
making church multiplication, Acts 1:8 mission mobilization, and compassionate Gospel-centered
response to disasters for vulnerable people.
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The ABLAZE Initiative provides two-day masterclass training events, available to annual
conferences upon request, in the three different areas: church planting training, Engage Mission
Mobilization training, and disaster response training.

This training is being made available in all the major languages of the Global Methodist Church as
we seek to be a denomination ablaze with the power of God and fulfilling our role in God’s kingdom.

Conclusion

As the Global Methodist Church pursues our vision and mission, the Kingdom Advancement
Commission is focused on resourcing annual conferences who resource local churches, resulting
in baptisms, new churches being established, local churches living out an Acts 1:8 vision, reaching
unreached people groups, and responding compassionately to disasters.

COMMISSION MEMBERS:

= Wes Griffin (Chair) = Mwenge Muyombe,

= Paul Lawler (Vice-Chair) = Jeff Jernigan

= Heather Carter-Young (Secretary) = Yoonhee Kang

= Steve Cordle = Mariela Mihailova

= Kabah Kasongo Mwenze = Fe Olonan

= Luciano Pereira da Silva = Simon Mafunda

= Musa Danjuma Ulmar = Terry Vanderslice
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Ministry and Higher

Education Commission
REPORT TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

COMMISSION MEMBERS:

Administration GMC Staff Liaison
= Dr.Debra T. Davis, Chair » TeresaMarcus
= Bishop Kenneth Levingston

Clergy Members

Lay Members = Rev.Dr. Brian Ebel, Chair, Committee
= Bridget Douglas, Secretary on Approval
= Diana Cabauatan = Rev. Dr. Dan Gildner
= Jane Finley = Rev.Dr. Andrew Miller Il
= Daniella Masangu Ngoy = Rev. Dr. Burt Palmer
=« Reuben Ososo = Rev.Margarita Todorova
= Dr.Sherry Powers, Vice-Chair = Rev.Dr. Leslie Tomlinson
= Andrea Schadel = Rev. Bonface Wanyama

Purpose and Vision

The Ministry and Higher Education Commission (MHED) is charged with identifying, developing, and
implementing standards for ordained and lay ministry throughout the Global Methodist Church. This work
includes approving and certifying educational programs that prepare lay ministers, deacons, and elders
for faithful and effective service.

Our mission is to promote doctrinal integrity, academic excellence, and global consistency in ministerial
formation while also honoring the diverse contexts in which ministry occurs. Through partnerships with
approved seminaries, educational institutions, and conference-based ministry programs, the Commission
seeks to equip clergy and laity who are grounded in Scripture, shaped by Wesleyan theology, empowered
by the Holy Spirit, and prepared to lead Christ’s Church with faithfulness and excellence.
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Major Accomplishments

AS OF MAY 1, 2026
Over the past eighteen months, the Commission has established foundational structures that will
guide ministerial formation throughout the denomination for years to come.

CLERGY FORMATION AND EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS

= Established three recognized pathways for clergy credentialing within the GMC:
* Seminary Degree
* Course of Study
* GMC School of Ministry

= Developed comprehensive guidelines and standards for seminaries and institutions seeking
partnership with the Global Methodist Church in the preparation of clergy candidates.

= Designed the framework for the GMC School of Ministry, outlining standards of excellence,
accountability, accessibility, and theological integrity. Particular attention has been given to
supporting regions where language barriers, technological limitations, or limited educational
access present unique challenges.

SEMINARY AND INSTITUTIONAL APPROVALS
The Commission granted full approval for six years to the following partner institutions:

= Asbury Theological Seminary

= Oklahoma Wesleyan University

= Beeson Divinity School at Samford University

= Wesley Biblical Seminary

= Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor University
= West Africa Theological Seminary

= Mid-America Christian University (Course of Study approval excluding the United States and
Western Europe)

The Commission granted provisional approval for three years to:
= Ashland Theological Seminary
= Wesley Seminary at Indiana Wesleyan University

The Commission also granted temporary approval to:

= United Theological Seminary, pending completion of the formal approval process, scheduled to
begin by July 31,2026.

In addition, several other seminaries and institutions have entered the approval process, with reviews
expected to conclude by the fourth quarter of 2026.
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LAY MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT
= Established standards and guidelines for the certification of lay ministry programs throughout the
GMC, affirming the vital role of the laity in the mission of the Church and reinforcing that holiness
in ministry extends beyond ordained leadership.

= Created a certification process for lay ministry programs modeled after the institutional approval
system for clergy education, ensuring consistent standards of theological soundness and
ministry readiness.

The following annual conference lay ministry programs have been designated as GMC-certified:
= Allegheny West
= South Carolina

= Trinity

We wiill list additional certified programs on the Commission webpage as approvals continue.

MINISTERIAL TRAINING FUND

At the request of the Connectional Council, the Commission established policies, guidelines,
standards, and reporting procedures for recipients of educational assistance through the Ministerial
Training Fund.

In 2026, $1,000,000 will be distributed to clergy candidates enrolled in GMC-approved institutions.
These funds will help remove financial barriers and expand opportunities for individuals responding
faithfully to God'’s call to ministry.

COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT
= Maintained ongoing collaboration and communication with other commissions and councils
throughout the denomination.

= Received valuable guidance from the Board of Ministry Cohort regarding ways to strengthen
support for the annual conference Boards of Ministry in their evaluative and formative
responsibilities of clergy.

= Provided continued support to the Ecclesiastical Endorsing Board and its director.
= Contributed content and updates for the Commission webpage.

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS TO GENERAL CONFERENCE 2026
The Commission has submitted legislation to:

= Clarify the role, responsibilities, and membership of the MHED Commission
= Strengthen and define educational standards for clergy and lay ministry
= Transition the Ministerial Training Fund from a loan program to a grant and scholarship model
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Plans for the Remainder of 2026

The Ministry and Higher Education Commission will continue its work by:
= Reviewing applications from seminaries and institutions seeking GMC partnership and approval
= Evaluating additional lay ministry certification programs pursuing GMC certification
= Expanding and updating content on the Commission webpage
= Preparing a comprehensive transition process from the 2025-2026 Commission to the

2027-2033 Commission to ensure continuity, refinement, and ongoing development of the
Commission’s work

Reflection on Our Work as a Commission

As the Ministry and Higher Education Commission has carried out its responsibilities over the

past eighteen months, we have witnessed the gracious work of the Holy Spirit guiding our efforts.
Throughout this process, it became increasingly clear that our commitment to Christ shaped not only
what we accomplished but also how we accomplished it.

The beauty of holiness has been evident in the spirit of our work — expressed through integrity,
prayerful discernment, thoughtful dialogue, and a shared commitment to building structures that
honor Christ and strengthen the Global Methodist Church for generations to come.

We give thanks for the faithful service of every MHED Commission member and for the opportunity
to help prepare clergy and laity who will proclaim the Gospel, make disciples, and lead the Churchin
holiness and truth around the world.

To learn more about the work of the Ministry and Higher Education Commission, please visit:
Global Methodist Church Ministry and Higher Education Commission
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Connectional Council On Appeals

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES SINCE GENERAL CONFERENCE 2024

The Connectional Council on Appeals (COA) has spent much of this two-year term laying the groundwork
for the Council. We began with seven members and seven alternates, but due to three clergy resignations,
we now have four clergy members, one clergy alternate, three lay members, and three lay alternates. The
COA held all its meetings before the 2026 General Conference via Zoom.

After the election pursuant to Paragraph 921.1 of the Book of Doctrines and Discipline (BDD), Dr. Zawdie
(Doc) Abiade has served as President; Jimmy Towson served as Vice President until he resigned from the
COA to take on new roles in his home Conference, and Richard Jones was elected as his successor; and
Vicky Johnson has served as Secretary.

The Council has spent much of its time during this two-year term setting the groundwork for the operation
of the COA. The Council's operations are governed by Part Nine of the (BDD) and the Judicial Practice and
Procedure Document (JPP), which were adopted at the 2024 General Conference. These documents were
patterned after those of the United Methodist Church in the Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline,
and due to the guidance given to the Judicial Legislative Committee for its work in 2024, they remained
unchanged during the two-year term from 2024 to 2026.

Much time was spent by the COA during its initial two years developing its internal Rules of Practice as
allowed by the BDD Paragraph 921.1, developing a set of forms to be used by those wishing to bring matters
before the COA, and reviewing the BOD and JPP for ways to simplify and streamline the processes for
submission of matters to the COA for consideration. All this work will be published on the website prior to
General Conference 2026.

The COA has been focused, during this work, on developing processes and procedures that keep
policymaking in the hands of the General Conference and the first-line handling of complaints in the hands
of those to whom that authority is given in the BDD. We worked very hard to keep the COA's role limited to
the narrowly drawn purposes defined for it in the BDD.

The Judicial Legislative Committee formed an ad hoc committee after General Conference 2024 to
streamline and combine Part Nine of the BDD and the JPP into a petition for consideration by the General
Conference 2026. The COA reviewed their proposal, considering the requests that the COA received
during their work since 2024, and provided input to the ad hoc committee.

The goal of both the ad hoc committee and the COA was to simplify language, place content all together so
that both lay and clergy members seeking to use the judicial processes could find and understand how to
proceed without searching in so many places, and to remove any inconsistencies in content.

Another area that the COA has spent time on during this initial term is training on the need for and methods
to maintain impartiality. This was necessitated by the tendency of people and groups to contact the COA
as a body or its members individually, seeking advice on matters that are not yet ripe for consideration by
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the COA. We have the role of an appellate body in the complaint resolution process; thus, we cannot
become involved in complaints before they have completed the complaint processes that are set out in
the BBD to be completed at the local, conference, or GMC Council or Commission levels.

The COA is working on some informational pieces for sharing broadly throughout the denomination.
These are aimed at encouraging dispute resolution occurring at the lowest level possible, preferably
person to person, where possible. With these pieces, we hope to help everyone to understand the role
set out for the COA in the BDD and how to request engagement by the COA in matters that they wish
to raise for COA consideration.

The COA has received several requests over these first two years asking us for opinions on questions
concerning clergy qualifications for transfer into the GMC, opinions on whether local church leadership
is properly handling matters before them, and a question on contact between a COA member and a
person who could have been involved in the complaint process. In each of these instances, the matters
presented were not ripe for consideration by the COA because administrative processes had not been
completed; the COA had no authority to provide the requested remedy; or, in one case, the requesting
party withdrew their request.

The COA has one matter currently pending in which a declaratory decision has been requested
concerning the authority of a church body to take a specific action. The docketing statement for that
matter will be published, and a briefing schedule will be set prior to General Conference 2026. If oral
argument is requested by any interested parties, that will also be set.

In all things, we have endeavored to give respectful and discerning consideration to all matters brought
to us. On matters for which we were not able to provide guidance because they were outside the
scope of our authority or not yet ripe for consideration by the COA, we provided as much explanation
as the BDD and JPP allow on why we were not able to offer an opinion and pointed the requesting
parties to the provisions of the BDD that were authoritative on the matters.

Whether we were able to offer an opinion or resolution on a matter or not, we were always in prayer
for the people and situations that were the subject of the matters placed before us. Additionally,

as we worked to develop a framework for the COA's work going forward, all our discussions and
deliberations were bathed in prayer.

COMMISSION MEMBERS

Clergy Members Lay Members
= Zawdie “Doc” Abiade (Great Lakes) - President = Ron Enns (West Plains)
= Rich Jones (West Plains) - Vice-President = Vicky Johnson (Trinity) - Secretary
= Rurel Ausley (Alabama Emerald Coast) = Gideon Salatan (Covenant Philippines)
= Steven Bell (Trinity) = Chris Steiner (Allegheny West) - Alternate

= Karen Riggleman Handy (Northeast) - Alternate = Jim Keller (Trinity) - Alternate
= Sid Strebeck (West Plains) - Alternate
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Credentialing and

Registration Information

The Credentialing/Registration Team looks forward to welcoming you to South Africa for the General
Conference. Upon arrival in Johannesburg, all participants must check in at the Sandton Convention Center
to receive their official conference credentials.

At check-in, you will be issued a commemorative badge, lanyard, and a colored wristband. To receive these,
you must present a valid passport or South African ID. Your badge will grant access to shuttle buses, General
Conference sessions, and off-site mission experiences. It will display your name, position, and sponsoring
conference or group. Although many attendees hold multiple roles, only one title—typically the most
relevant, such as “delegate”—will be listed.

A security wristband will be attached at registration and must be worn throughout the entire conference.
Entry to all events and secured areas requires both your badge and wristband, and marshals will check for
them. Wristband color determines access level. If either item is lost, you must return to the Credentialing
desk to re-register.

To avoid delays, participants are strongly encouraged to check in before the morning of August 30.
Registration will take place in the foyer of the Sandton Convention Center. Early registration will be available
late afternoon on August 27 for volunteers and leadership teams with pre-conference meetings. General
check-in begins at 10:00 AM on Friday, August 28, and continues until 9:00 PM. Registration hours are 8:00
AM to 9:00 PM on August 29 and 30. Beginning September 1, hours will be 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM daily,

with additional assistance available at the hospitality desk. Registration will close 10 minutes prior to each
worship service, including opening worship.

Once the conference begins on August 30, a Credentialing table will be available in the main conference
area for assistance with seating alternates, and other concerns. Delegates and alternates will have access to
the conference bar area, though alternates should only be present when actively substituting for a delegate.
Delegation Heads will coordinate substitutions following established procedures.

Special gratitude is expressed to the dedicated Registration team who have committed 2 years of their time and
resources to support this effort. And a special thank you to the many volunteers who are coming to Johannesburg
to serve you. The team is here to assist and ensure a smooth and meaningful experience for you all.

« Carol Loeb, Registration & Credentials TeamLead - Rev.Cesar Garza, Team Member

- Sarah Carter, On Site Registration Lead « Rev. Joy Griffin, Team Member
Lisa Beavers, On site Credentialing Lead » Vivian Kinnear, Line Coordination
Rhonda Bourgeois, Registration & « Jon Lannon, Team Member
Credentialing Formula - Jeff Moore, Wrist Bank Coordination
Nathan Douglas, Head Marshal = Rev. Tim Turner, Team Member

A special thank you to Rev Mike Grant, Becci Wood and Rev. Tom Lambrecht for your guidance and support.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE SEATING ASSIGNMENTS A

See the diagram on the preceding page

/
4 N

Annual Conference Seat
Mississippi-Western Tennessee E3-9, F3-9

Annual Conference Seat
Afrika Makarishi K19-21, L19-21

Alabama Emerald Coast B17-28 North Alabama H1-6,11-6
Allegheny West H13-22,113-22, J9-18 North Carolina Ki-12, L1-12
Bulgaria D10-11 North Georgia C24-30, D28-30
Central African Republic B29-30 Northeast D12-21
Central Europe Bi-2 Northeast Nigeria Al1-8
Central Nigeria C18-23 Northern Nigeria G17-24
Central Russia B5-6 Northwest Russia-Belarus B9-10
CostaRica 0O1-3 Oasis B3-4
Covenant Philippines 123-24 Panama J3-4
Democratic Republic of Congo M1-11, N1-11 Peru J5-6
East Russia-Central Asia B7-8 South Africa Ki13-16
Ethiopia Nazrawiyan D22-27 South Carolina H23-30
Florida A21-30 South Georgia M25-30, N25-30
Grain Coast C10-17 South Russia B11-12
Great Lakes K22-30,L22-30 Southern Nigeria M18-24, N18-24

Heartland M12-17, N12-17 Tanzania E1-2

India C1-9,D1-9 Thailand G25-26

Kenya H7-12,17-12 Trinity E18-30, F18-30

Korean-American G13-16 Uganda A19-20
Korean Methodist Church 04-6 Upper Midwest A9-18
Malawi F1-2 Venezuela J7-8

Mega Manila Philippines G27-30 Virginia B13-16
Mexico J1-2 West Plains G1-10

Mid-South E10-17, F10-17 Western States G11-12

Mid-Texas 125-30, J19-30 Zambia Ki17-18

Zimbabwe L13-18

\_

-

Delegates are asked to sit in their assigned seats at all times. Alternates, reserves, and observers may
use the overflow seating. For help finding your seat, please ask one of the pages.

When an alternate needs to be seated, the delegate, alternate, and delegation head should approach the
credentials table at the back of the delegate seating to exchange credentials and voting device as

directed.
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RE-AWAKENING
INITIATIVE

crosspoint

powered by REPLICATE

Become a Bold, Spirit-filled Leader

Follow God’s Call at United
united.edu ¢ admissions@united.edu ¢ 800.322.5817

The Re-Awakening Initiative is
igniting a powerful disciple-
making movement across
churches and communities, and
we want YOU to be a part of it.

This initiative helps pastors and leaders
create personalized plans, use actionable
strategies, and get real-world training to
inspire growth and re-energize their
churches.

For more information, please email
Jeremy Smith at
jsmtih@crosspoint.church

and visit our website at
crosspoint.church/reawakening.

Let’s re-awaken the Church together!

Global Methodist House of Study

Approved pathways for ordination in the
Global Methodist Church

Paths to Elder’'s Orders

* Master of Divinity

* Certificate in Theology and Ministry

Paths to Deacon’s Orders
e Master of Arts in Christian Ministries

*Certificate in Service and Leadership

united

Theological Seminary




Know Before You Go

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRAVELING TO SOUTH AFRICA

Joining us in Johannesburg for the General Conference? Here are some recommendations to help
you prepare for your travels and your time in this beautiful country.

GC26 APP for Mobile Devices

An App with everything you need to know about General Conference 2026 will be available for you
to download in early August. All attendees will be emailed information about how to download and
best use this communication tool during GC26.

In the event app you will find: General Conference agenda, map of the Sandton Convention Center,
announcements pertaining to General Conference and much more!

DIRECTIONS TO DOWNLOAD THE APP:
(requires iOS 17 and higher or Android 13 and higher)
1. Download the Cvent Event App from your app store

2. Search for “Global Methodist General Conference 2026

3. Download the event and login to the app using your First Name, Last Name and Email you
registered with

4. You will receive a verification code via email and text message. Enter the verification code to
complete the login process

IF ACCESSING THE APP FROM THE MOBILE APP INVITATION EMAIL:
1. After opening the email, click on “Open the App”
2. You'll be taken directly to the app in the App Store or Google Play Store, depending on your
device type. Follow prompts to download the Cvent Events App

3. After the app has finished downloading, click Open. You'll be logged in automatically and
taken to the event app home page.

* Please note: if the “Open the App” button is not clicked within 24 hours of receiving the
email, you will need to manually login using your First Name, Last Name and Email you
registered with

* You will receive a verification code via email and SMS text message. Enter the verification
code to complete the login process
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Attire

= Business casual attire is appropriate for conference activities.

= During the special “Celebration of Africa” evening, attendees are warmly encouraged to wear
African attire if they would like or dress with an African flair (bright colors and patterns).

= Dressing in layers is recommended, as indoor venues may be kept warmer during the winter
season.

Communication

= International Calling Plans: Check with your carrier for information. An international calling plan
may be necessary to purchase. If alocal SIM is needed, you may purchase a South African SIM
card at the OR Tambo International Airport. Put your phone on airplane mode if you wish to avoid
charges, just know you will be cut off from cell networks. You can connect to the airport Free Wi-Fi.

= Downloading and using the What’s App app will be a convenient way to communicate.

Dining & Tipping

Tipping is customary:
» Sit-down restaurants: 10-15%
= Hotel staff and drivers: small gratuities are appreciated

= For those whose expenses are covered by the GMC, including ALL delegates and alternates, the
GMC payment will include tips for breakfast and hotel workers.

= Please be generous and gracious toward those serving during GC26. Our desire is that every
interaction reflects the love and kindness of Christ, leaving others with the impression: “They must
have been with Jesus.”

Electrical Information

Electrical Plugs in Johannesburg:
= Voltage: 230 V (50 Hz).

= Primary Socket Type: Type M (three large, round pins
in a triangle).

15A/250V N " g5uth africa

= Secondary/Adapter Types: Type C (2-pin) and Type N (3-pin)

Depending on where you live, you may need to get an adaptor for any electrical devices.

Emergency Plans

There will be a GC26 Welcome booth at the airport staffed with volunteers from local churches. There
will also be volunteers wearing yellow vests in the airport to welcome you. There is an Information desk
on-site at the Sandton Convention Center staffed with volunteers wearing yellow vests and roaming
throughout the Sandton. These volunteers will have access to hotel information, emergency phone
numbers, and will be trained to assist you with any questions you may have.
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Security

There will be multiple security staff every day during the conference. They will float around the convention
center, making sure everything is okay. They can offer basic assistance to attendees such as giving
directions. They can also step in if a violent situation arises, as well as contact the police as needed. Sandton
Police will patrol the area around the convention center. While you are in a very safe area, we still recommend
that no one walk around outside alone at any time.

Finance

» ATMs: ATMs are available in cities and towns. Look for machines connected to international networks
such as Cirrus, Plus, and MasterCard. Banks and ATMs are located across the road in the mall.

= Credit Cards: Major credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, American Express) are widely accepted at hotels,
restaurants, and larger stores. Check with your bank and ask them about their international rules. Small
vendors may only accept cash. We also recommmend bringing a small amount of cash for tipping.

= Currency: The official currency is the ZAR (South African Rand). It's a good idea to have some local
currency for small purchases. We recommend securing this through an ATM once in country. Visit the
currency converter website.

= During the Celebration of Africa Night, a marketplace with local wares will be available. Vendors will
accept the ZAR (South African Rand) or USD (United States dollars). No credit cards will be accepted.

Greetings & Courtesy specifically for South Africa

= A handshake, eye contact, and a nod are common greetings.
= [tis polite to greet people before asking questions or beginning conversation.
= Common courtesy in expressing “please” and “thank you” is highly valued.

Health

= Accessibility: For travelers with accessibility issues, it's recommended to bring your own wheelchair to
ensure availability and comfort during your trip.

= Digestive Health: Consider obtaining an over-the-counter or prescription antibiotic to address any
potential stomach issues that may arise during your trip.

= Drinking Water: Water provided in your hotels and at the Sandton Convention Center is safe to drink.
As a personal preference, you can always choose to buy bottled water.

= Emergency Number: Emergency numbers in South Africa are 10177 / 112. Both numbers take you
straight to emergency services.

= Hospital: Hospitals in Sandton are listed below, and they are all around 10km (approx. 6 miles) radius to
the convention center:

» Mediclinic Sandton Hospital, contact number: 0861100444,
* Mediclinic Morningside Hospital, contact number: 0861005555
* Netcare Sunninghill Hospital, contact number: 0118061500
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= Medications: Bring a sufficient supply of your medications. Carry prescription medications in their
original packaging and if possible, with your doctor’s prescription.

= Medical Personnel: The Sandton Convention Center is staffed to treat a range of issues from first
aid to more serious conditions on-site. Should there be a need for someone to be transported to a
local hospital, we are currently working with our physician contact:

* Dr. Bright Ntimbane
- Contact number: +27 78 220 8494
- Email address: ntimbanebright@outlook.com

= Pharmacy: Closest pharmacies are both located in the Sandton City Shopping Center connected
to the Sandton Convention Center:

» Clicks Pharmacy: +27 11883 5028
» Dis-Che: +27 10 612 0481

= Vaccinations: It's recommended to be up to date on routine vaccines before traveling. Additional
vaccinations may be advised. Check the latest guidelines for traveling to Johannesburg, South
Africa, especially required vaccines if visiting another country prior to your travel into Johannesburg.

Hotels

= Radisson Blu Gautrain Hotel ~2 min walk): +27 11286 1000
= DaVinci (~5-8 min walk): +27 11292 7000

= Sandton Sun (~5-8 min walk): +27 11780 5000

= Sandton Towers (~5-8 min walk): +27 11780 5000

= Garden Court (~5-8 min walk): +27 11269 7000

= Protea Balalaika (~10-12 min walk): +27 11322 5000

Language

English is widely spoken in hotels, restaurants, transportation, and conference venues. If assistance is
needed with interpretation or translation, please see a member of the volunteer team wearing bright
yellow vests, and they will gladly assist you.

KUDO:

Since delegates will be speaking multiple languages on the floor of the General Conference,
interpretation through KUDO Al will be available during Legislative Committee meetings and plenary
sessions. Please bring your mobile device, along with earbuds/headphones and possibly a portable
charger, for the best multilingual experience. It is recommended that you download the app for your
device here: https://kudo.ai/download-center/.
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Livestream Access

For those who are unable to join us in person, livestreaming of the 2026 General Conference will be
available on the YouTube channel of the Global Methodist Church. The livestream will also be broadcast
on-site in the Bill Gallagher Room for any who want or need a break from the main hall.

We invite you to be part of this sacred gathering from wherever you are by tuning in, praying alongside
us, and following the work of the Conference in real time.

Watch here: https://youtube.com/@globalmethodistchurch

Meals

Breakfasts will be provided at each hotel. Lunch is provided at the Sandton Convention Center for
delegates, alternates, bishops, volunteers, GMC staff, members of the General Conference Commission,
and invited guests. Dinners are provided at the Sandton Convention Center for delegates, alternates,
bishops, volunteers, GMC staff, members of the General Conference Commission, and invited guests on
Sunday and Monday. Wednesday night’s Celebration of Africa is open to all. The above are covered by
the meal plan, as noted in the schedule.

Dinners on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday are on your own. There is a shopping plaza attached
to the Sandton with food opportunities, as well as restaurants in each of the hotels.

= The restaurant listing for the Nelson Mandela Square may be found here:
https://nelsonmandelasquare.co.za/search-restaurants/

= The restaurant listing for the Sandton City Mall may be found here:
https://sandtoncity.com/search-restaurants/

Personal Safety

= United States State Department STEP Program: We recommend enrolling in the Smart Traveler
Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive important safety updates from the Embassy about
conditions in Johannesburg. Other countries may have an equivalent way for governments to
communicate with their citizens in case of an emergency.

= Like many major cities, visitors should remain aware of their surroundings.

= Avoid displaying expensive jewelry or carrying large amounts of cash.

= Keep phones, wallets, and cash secure in front pockets or a front-facing cross-body bag.
= Avoid walking alone outside, especially at night.

Shopping

= Groceries: Checkers Hyper Sandton, located inside the Sandton City Shopping Center

= Souvenirs: A marketplace with local artisans will be set up in the Sandton Convention Center
during the Wednesday night Celebration of Africa.

= Two malls are located within walking distance of the Sandton Convention Center.
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Time & Meetings

= Conference sessions will begin on time, so arriving 10-15 minutes early is appreciated. A complete
agenda is available on the App or in your Pre-Conference Workbook.

= Doors will open 30 minutes prior to scheduled sessions. Please do not attempt to enter meeting areas
before doors officially open.

Transportation

= The Gautrain will be used to travel from the airport to the Sandton Convention Center, as well as
the return trip back to the airport after the conference. Please be sure to keep your ticket for the
return trip! Most hotels are within walking distance of the Gautrain Station at the Sandton Convention
Center.

= Ride-share services such as Uber and Bolt are widely available and recommended. Please be sure to
download the Uber or Bolt app.

= Only Uber and Bolt are recommended from the Sandton. Taxis with the Yellow Taxi signs are not
recommended. At the Airport please use only the Gautrain or shuttles as directed by GMC Marshals.

= Hotel shuttle services are available within the Sandton area and may be arranged through your hotel.

= Transportation will be provided for those involved in the Mission Experience. A schedule will be
available separately.

= Should there be a need for transportation assistance, please contact James via What's App at
+263 77 355 5377.

= Please ask Mall Security, Police, and Hotel Staff for General Directions.

Travel Insurance

We highly recommend getting travel insurance (where available) to cover unexpected medical expenses,
trip cancellations, and other potential issues. Persons traveling from the United States should consider
comprehensive travel insurance, while international travelers should consult their local providers for
suitable options.

Weather

It will be winter during GC26 in Johannesburg. Outdoor temperatures typically range from 66-75°F
(19-24°C) during the day, while evenings and early mornings can be much cooler at 40-50°F (4-10°C).

Final Thought

South Africans are known for their hospitality and friendliness. We encourage you to enjoy the culture,
meet new people, and experience all that Sandton and the surrounding area have to offer during your time
at the conference, as your schedule allows.
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People to Know

CONFERENCE AND EVENT
PROJECT MANAGER

Rev. Becci Wood
bwood@globalmethodist.org
806-319-8537

COMMUNICATIONS
Dianne Burnett
dburnett@globalmethodist.org
806-319-8569

CREDENTIALING/REGISTRATION
Sarah Carter

scarter@trinitygmc.org

281-299-8903

EXHIBITORS/
SPONSORSHIP SUPPORT
Mack Parker
mparker130@nc.rr.com
919-279-8078

Bridget Kirk
bkirk@heartlandgmc.org
316-644-7151

GROUND TRANSPORTATION
James Kawadza
James.kawadza@gmail.com
+263-773-555-377 (Zimbabwe)

HOSPITALITY
Stacy Taylor
stacytay71@gmail.com
716-560-5722

Sandra Rehl
sandi.rehl@gmail.com
614-905-6246 (Also on WhatsApp)

INTERPRETERS

Rev. Stanley Melek - Kiswahili
communityforjesus@gmail.com
954-955-6125

Roberto Chaple - Spanish

(Not available at the General Conference)
roberto@findnewhope.com

786-203-2687

Jonathan Fehl - Portuguese and Spanish
pastorjonathan616@gmail.com
412-715-1005

MARSHALS

Nathan Douglas, head marshal
4849isp@gmail.com
618-919-0551

PAGES

Rev. Tina Fox, head page
pastortina@fletcherchurch.org
614-296-3586

PARLIAMENTARIANS
Rev. Tom Lambrecht
tlambrecht@globalmethodist.org
920-475-6000

PRAYER

Rev. Laura Ballinger
laura.ballinger@greatlakesgmc.org
317-774-4170

VOTING SUPPORT

Rev. Tom Lambrecht
tlambrecht@globalmethodist.org
920-475-6000

WORSHIP
Tesia Mallory
tesia.mallory@asburyseminary.edu
419-953-6721
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'Consecration Prayer

Times and Other Prayer
Opportunities at GC 2026

Founder of Methodism John Wesley said: “God does nothing but in answer to prayer.”

Acknowledging this foundational core value, the Prayer Team of General Conference 2026 has scheduled
regular times of Consecration Prayer for all Conference attendees. These Consecration Prayer times are
especially intended for, but not limited to, all leaders, platform speakers, presenters and worship leaders.
Everyone is welcome and invited to participate in this sacred activity of spiritual preparation for our times
together in ministry and community.

It is the Prayer Team’s hope and goal to seek the Lord in prayer to empower Conference speakers,
presenters, leaders, and attendees before serving, presenting, or conducting the business of the church and
especially before up-front ministry on the platform as well as to prepare for our times in community.

You will find the times and locations for Consecration Prayer listed on the daily schedule. Non-scheduled
times are also available by request.

We invite delegates and other leaders to set an example by making every effort to participate in these times
of Consecration Prayer as a kind of acknowledgment of your dependence on the Lord for cleansing and
empowerment as well as hope of receiving what the Lord may desire to impart to you in preparation for your
acts of service and worship in community.

In addition, the Prayer Team of General Conference is offering a sacred space whenever the Conference
is in session where attendees are encouraged to visit and encounter the Presence of God through prayer.
This designated “Prayer Room” is in Board Room 4 of the Conference venue. All Conference attendees are
encouraged to visit the Prayer Room and linger in the Presence of the Lord and/or receive personal prayer
by trained, and equipped prayer ministers.

Also, the onsite Prayer Team and Altar Prayer Ministers are prepared to offer personal prayer ministry
throughout the Conference and especially after worship experiences, when Conference participants may
feelled to respond to the Lord by receiving personal prayer.

Methodist Scholar Kevin Watson in writing on the early Methodist movement says, John Wesley “witnessed
the beginnings of the Methodist movement, where the Holy Spirit moved in powerful, surprising and at
times, even indescribable ways.”

Let's trust the Lord again together for His powerful, surprising, and even indescribable ways at General
Conference 2026 of the Global Methodist Church.

Laura Ballinger, Coordinator
on behalf of Prayer Team of General Conference
Prayer Network of the Global Methodist Church.
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The church was
made for God's
mission.

I Train.

We're committed to transformational training
that empowers local churches and missionaries
worldwide. Our Activate coaching transforms
outreach into active community engagement,
while our comprehensive training prepares
missionaries for long-term service.

At TMS Global, we mobilize for impact. Our
Short-Term Team Training Manual equips
leaders for effective short-term missions, while
our international partnerships bring long-term
missionaries where they're needed most.

I Serve.

Service is at our core. Our Who Is My Neighbor? Bible
study course encourages and equips all believers for
practical evangelism and spiritual conversations.
Beyond that, we provide essential support to

our missionaries worldwide, enhancing their
effectiveness and longevity in the field.

From your neighborhood to the ends of
the earth, TMS Global is here to guide,
support, and empower you—locally,

=, regionally, and globally.
E%E } Joifus inadvancing

e iHiEys 1<God's mission!

:;:i#. =1

Discover your place in God's kingdom!
Check out our Linktree or visit us at tms-global.org.



14-Day Prayer Guide

AUGUST 24TH - SEPTEMBER 6TH

John Wesley is often quoted as saying that “God does nothing but in answer to believing prayer.” How
crucial and vital it is, then, for us to lay a strong foundation of prayer cover during the Global Methodist
Church’s General Conference. What a historic and significant gathering this will be as GMC church
leaders from all over the globe come together in Johannesburg, South Africa. How we need the Holy
Spirit to empower and lead all who attend. Yet, according to Wesley, it all begins with prayer.

Therefore, we have prepared this 14-day Prayer Guide to encourage you to pray and to help you focus
your prayers. It is our prayer that the Spirit will use this guide, along with the daily scriptures for each day,
to inspire you to pray and to direct you when you are not sure how to pray. You are encouraged to read
the scriptures from your preferred translation, and the adjoining prayers, out loud, if possible. We are
confident that this will allow the Holy Spirit to direct you further as you join others from around the globe
in praying for the 2026 General Conference.

— Dr. Stephen Seamands on behalf of the GM Church Prayer Network

Acknowledgements: Special thanks to the prayer committee of the Commission on
General Conference for their prayers submitted here as well as ongoing prayer support
and contributions to General Conference 2026.

August 24th — Deuteronomy 31:8

Dear God, we are reminded that You are Lord of all the earth and everything that is in it. You calm the
raging seas and settle the rushing winds. With this in mind, we invite You into all the ways that people

will be travelling to Johannesburg, South Africa. We lift up every step, bike, car, train, bus, and airplane
carrying volunteers, delegates, and GMC Leadership; may everyone’s travel plans go smoothly. We also
invite Your Spirit into every space that will be used during the General Conference to guide and protect
everyone attending. We need Your presence to unify us under One name, the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord, so our fellowship can be joyful, and our time will be productive according to Your will. We invite You
into every worship service, every discussion, every mealtime, and every mission opportunity. We trust
these words of Deuteronomy and give thanks that You go before us in all this and more. We pray this in
Your name, Jesus, and we love You, amen.

— Dr Terry Teykl, Member of the Prayer Committee to GC Commission (USA)
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August 25th — Joshua 1:9

Heavenly Father, thank You for the opportunity for the Global Methodist Church to explore Your
creation in Johannesburg this year. We ask that the journey there and back be filled with joy, laughter,
and meaningful moments.

As written in Joshua 1.9, “Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discourageq, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Lord, when fear or worry begins to creep in, replace it with Your perfect peace. Remind us that You
are already preparing the way, and that Your angels surround us like a shield.

Help us to be fully present and cherish each new sight and sound, and to find beauty in every waking
hour. May Your joy be our strength. Guide the hands of those in control, protect us from accidents or
harm, and bring us safely to our destination with a grateful heart.

Remind us that we are not traveling alone. You are with us during every turn. You are with usin every
waiting period. If something unexpected happens, help us to trust that you are still in control.

Help us to refrain from rushing through this trip so much that we miss what you have planned for us
along the way. A quiet moment, a stranger who needs kindness, the simple joy of seeing more of this
world you created for us to discover. Whatever it is, don't let us miss it.

Thank you for always watching over us. Thank you for always going before us. We release our
worries into your hands, and we ask for a safe and peaceful journey in your name.

We pray all these things in Jesus name, amen.

— Ms Anita Quinn, Great Lakes Conference

August 26th — Malachi 1:10

Father God, place Your hand upon everyone travelling and bring them safely to Johannesburg.
Give us patience with any delays or changes so we react in a Christlike manner.

We pray that there is no reason now, or in the future of the Global Methodist Church, for You to speak
these words from Malachi over our churches! Forgive us for any way that we have come prepared to make
this about us or our agenda and desires. We surrender the next 11 days back into Your hands. Your will,
Your glory, and Your Kingdom, so we can be unified across borders and cultures under the Lordship of
Jesus Christ. We ask that You cleanse us whiter than snow and break our hearts for what breaks Yours.

May our prayers, worship, and holy conferencing be a pleasing aroma to Your senses, O Lord our God.
As Your Spirit makes us aware of what is required of us, and as we come into Your presence during this
global gathering, allow Your forgiveness and mercy to be just as swift as the conviction You place upon
our hearts and minds. Make us one Body of Christ across every nation just as You did in Costa Rica; do it
again, Lord, do it again. For Your glory and our good we willingly say, “Less of us and more of You, Lord”.
We cannot do this by ourselves, but we wholeheartedly seek an abundant outpouring of Your Spirit upon
us, and we pray all this in Jesus’ mighty name, amen.

— Rev Susan Innes, Heartland Conference
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August 27th — John 20:21 & 22

Father, in the Name of Jesus Christ, | thank you for your love and grace. | thank you for the privilege that
you've given us to stand before you to intercede and cry out to you on behalf of your Church, the Global
Methodist Church. As your Word declares in the gospel of John 20:21-22 “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be
with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.’ And with that he breathed on them and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.” | pray for all your servants that you have chosen from all the four corners of

the world to participate physically in the General Conference 2026 of the Global Methodist Churchin
Johannesburg, South Africa. Grant them protection against all evil work of the enemy whether sickness
or accidents from their coming and going back. May you please breathe on them with the Spirit of
divine wisdom, understanding, and strength to fulfill your perfect will and mission for the work of the
ministry that you have given to the Church in this end time in the Mighty Name of Jesus Christ | pray.
Amen. Thank you, Lord.

— Mr llunga Narcisse Kyakutala, Member of the Prayer Committee to GC Commission (DRC)

August 28th — Acts 2:2-4

Almighty God, on the day of Pentecost, You sent a mighty rushing wind from heaven and tongues of fire
rested upon Your people. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to speak with boldness,
wisdom, and unity.

God, as we embark on the 2026 General Conference, we ask for that same Spirit to fill our Bishops,
leaders, and delegates anew. Lord, for all the meetings and sessions of each Commission and Board,
let Your Spirit guide our conversations. May our words be seasoned with grace, our thoughts aligned
with truth, and our discussions and decisions shaped by Your wisdom. Where there is confusion, bring
clarity. Where there is division, bring unity. Where there is hesitation, bring courage. May every meeting
we attend be marked by Your presence, so that the outcomes bring glory to You and blessing to others.
And Father, as we set out on journeys near and far, we entrust our travels into Your hands. Go before

us to prepare the way, walk beside us to keep us company, and remain behind us to guard our steps.
Protect us from harm, danger, and delay. Grant us peace in the waiting, patience in the moving, and joy
in the arriving. May our travels not only be safe but also purposeful, opening doors for us to be witnesses
of Your love wherever we go.

Holy Spirit, just as You enabled the disciples to speak in many tongues, enable us to communicate
across cultures, backgrounds, and differences with understanding and compassion. Let our presence
in meetings and on journeys be a testimony of Your light and holiness. Fill us with the fire of Your Spirit so
that we may carry Your presence into every place we enter. We thank You, Lord, for being our constant
companion in both gathering and going. May our meetings be fruitful, our travels be safe, and our lives
be a reflection of Your Spirit's power. In the name of Jesus Christ, who sends us forth in love, Amen.

— Rev David Sablan, Mega Manilla Conference
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August 29th — 1 Peter 2:9

God, we give You thanks for the gift of prayer. Thank You for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ—through whom
the veil was torn, and we are invited into Your holy presence to lay our requests at Your feet. May we never
take for granted this sacred privilege of entering Your throne room with confidence and humility.

Lord, we praise You for the mighty movement of Your Holy Spirit among the people of the Global

Methodist Church. What a gift it is to be part of what You are building. By Your grace, You have called us a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, Your treasured possession. Let us faithfully reflect Your light
and Your love to a world longing for hope and truth. As we launch into General Conference 2026, we ask that
Your Spirit would go before us and lead us —guiding every conversation, shaping every worship service,
directing every meeting, and filling every space devoted to this holy work. Anoint the eyes of our heart to see
clearly and our ears to hear faithfully what You are speaking. May every word proclaimed be supernaturally
dipped in the blood of Jesus and carried by the Holy Spirit penetrating our hearts and transforming us from
the inside out.

Make us changed people. Make us empowered people. Make us sent people—ready to live out Your calling
with boldness and grace. This day we say come, Holy Spirit, have Your good and Your perfect way in and
through us. We ask these things in the Name that is above all names - the name of our Lord and our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen. Amen. Amen.

— Ms Dana Gilliam, North Alabama Conference

August 30th — Psalm 29:2

Heavenly Father, Hallowed be Your Name! We deeply desire to ascribe to You the reverence and glory due
Your most holy Name—the Name that is above all other names in heaven and on earth. We earnestly seek
to magnify Your great Name among all the peoples and nations of the earth to Your great glory, honor and
praise. Hallelujah!

Holy, holy, holy! Heaven and earth are filled with Your Glory. We enter Your Presence with wonder as we
gaze upon the splendor of Your holiness. We stand in awe—almost speechless—at the beauty of Your
grandeur. How can mere words adequately express the magnitude of Your greatness? We love, adore, and
worship You, Lord Jesus, in the beauty of Your all-attractive holiness. You are altogether lovely. There is none
other. You are clothed in majesty and completely lovely in splendor. You deserve our utmost admiration and
devotion of heart and life. You bring us great joy in Your Presence as we gaze upon the beauty of Your purity.

Who is like You, Lord? We entreat You to transform us into Your likeness, Lord Jesus! Your value and worth
are beyond compare! We join with the angels recorded in Revelation saying:

“Worthy are You, the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor
and glory and blessing!” We also join with all creation in heaven and on earth saying: “Blessing and honor
and glory and power be to You who sits on the throne, and to You, the Lamb, forever and ever!” In Jesus’
Name we pray, Amen!

— Rev Laura Ballinger, Great Lakes Conference
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August 31st — Psalm 24:1 & 10

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that the earth is yours and everything in it, help us to live with
humility and gratitude knowing that we are stewards of your creation. Lord create in all the delegates
clean hands and a pure heart by removing anything within all the delegates that is not pleasing you.
Remove every hidden sin, wrong motive, and unclean thought. Lord strengthen all the delegates to
walk in righteousness, keeping all the delegates from falsehood. Help them trust completely in you and
not to be distracted by evil event around them. King of glory we invite you in every area of discussion,
please take control of every delegate’s heart, mind, and decision in the General Conference. King of
glory, we pray that you reveal yourself to all the delegates in a deeper way. Guide their steps and direct
their path so that they can walk in your truth. Let your presence go before them to open doors that can
not be shut. Mighty God, as they deliberate may every closed door, barrier, and limitation be removed
in Jesus’ name.

Mighty God, you are strong in battle so we ask you to fight every battle on our behalf and give us victory
over every challenge in the General Conference, amen.

— Rev Joel Yarvinta, Southern Nigeria Conference

September 1st — Psalm 96:9

Holy God, our Father in heaven, from every corner of the earth Your people called the Global Methodist
Church have gathered here in South Africa to exalt Your name. With grateful hearts and lifted hands, we
come before You with songs of praise. We sing a new song to You, O God—declaring Your greatness,
proclaiming Your majesty, and celebrating Your holiness. Together with the multitude of angelsin
heaven, we cry out that You alone are worthy - worthy of all praise, worthy of all honor, worthy of all
worship. Father, we long for Your name to be hallowed among us. Let Your holy name be lifted high in
this place. Let Your name be revered, honored, and glorified by every heart and every voice. May Your
name be glorified in every committee meeting, every worship gathering, and every plenary session.

In our plenary sessions, may the sound of “Hallelujah” rise from our lips. Let every conversation, every
decision, and every moment become an act of worship before You. Lord, we lay down our own agendas
at Your feet. We fix our eyes upon Jesus Christ alone. We align our hearts with Your will and Your
agenda for the Global Methodist Church. And O God, we ask—let the revival fire of Scriptural holiness
ignite in this place. May the flame of revival spark from the very floor of these plenary sessions here in
South Africa, and may that fire spread to every Global Methodist congregation around the globe. May
the nations see Your glory. May Your church be awakened. May Your Spirit move among us in power.
We pray all of this in the mighty and precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

— Rev Leo Park, Northeast Conference
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September 2nd — 1 Samuel 16:6 & 7

Lord, YAHWEH, God Almighty, today is yet another day that history will be recorded in the Global Methodist
Church. Delegates from across our connection have nominated candidates from whom some will be
elected Bishops to serve our fast-growing denomination. Lord Yahweh, | present before you these
nominated candidates.

Lord Jesus Christ, search the hearts of the Delegates, may the Holy Spirit filter their common human trait
of judging based on outward appearances that is contrary to God’'s way of looking at the heart. As each
and every one reflects on all that they might have read, consulted and concluded in their human judgment,
| pray that may you now narrow and direct their thoughts toward the candidates of your choice. For these
expected new sets of Bishops are not going to serve themselves but the Living Church of Jesus Christ
through the Global Methodist Church. We rely totally on you in this moment of concern.

Jehovah Yahweh, you value the inner character and intentions of individuals over their outward appearance.
This has been a consistent message throughout the history of the Bible as it concerns selecting leaders

to guide your people. Lord Jesus Christ, help the expected Bishops to be humble like David. A humble
shepherd boy with a heart devoted to God and who goes on to become one of the most famous and faithful
kings in Israel’s history, even though he was an unexpected candidate when Samuel went to select a king
who was to rule over the Israelites.

Gracious Father God, may those candidates who do not get elected be at peace. While this is not your plan
for their lives, you always bring about something better than we had in mind. Therefore, we trust you. May
these verses of 1Samuel 16:6-7 encourage us to look beyond the surface and to cultivate hearts that are
pleasing to you. This | pray with thanksgiving in the Powerful Name of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

— Rev Titus Ibrahim Loh, Northeast Nigeria Conference

September 3rd — John 17:11

Abba, thank you for the opportunity to come together in prayer once again and to stand in the gap for all

the delegates as they face the task of electing our Bishops for the next 6 years. We pray against any form

of politicking and biases toward self-gain or false loyalty. Instead, we ask that Your Holy Spirit guide them

as they prayerfully seek your will on who they should elect. Let them not look at outward appearance or rely
on human wisdom, but may they depend on your guidance as you lead them to choose the right people
who will serve with humility and full reliance on you; people who will not abuse their position but will lead by
example as servant leaders. May unity reign as Jesus Himself prayed, so that there will be no rebelliousness
or disgruntlement after the election has ended but rather let peaceful acceptance and joy over the results be
evident among them all.

As for the newly elected Bishops, may they also move in unity, first with you, standing in humble awe of being
chosen for such a task, and second with each other. Let there be no feeling of competition or insecurity

but rather a sense of teamwork and equality. May they be in full agreement that they must all be Spirit
dependent and empowered in order to fulfil the tasks expected of them to lead the GMC with your wisdom
and guidance. As they lead with their God given authority, keep them from a spirit of entitlement that would
cause them to lord it over the conferences they have charge over. Instead, let them walk in prayerful humility,
giving permission to be care-fronted when necessary in the spirit of accountability. In Jesus’ name, amen.

— Rev Vida Mei Rivera, Mega Manilla Conference
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September 4th — John 17:23

Beloved God, our Father, in the name of Jesus Christ, we come before You to express our gratitude
for Your immense love toward us.

It is our prayer that, just as Jesus Christ is in us and You are in Him, this unity may be evident at every
moment of the Global Methodist Church General Conference. We come from different regions,
cultures, languages, and customs. But in you, Lord, we are one through the Holy Spirit who dwells
within us.

May the gifts You have given us, the skills You have bestowed upon us, the abilities You have forged
within us, complement each other throughout the entire process, being one Body in Christ Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to walk together in unity, that we may be of one mind, that cultural barriers may not be
a limit, but rather that the richness of each culture may be manifested because we worship the same
God, we praise the same Creator and Lord, and in you we are one. Amen

— Ms Carmen Mollo, Peru Conference

September 5th — Psalm 27:13 & 14

Almighty God, You are our Creator, our Deliverer, our Strength, our Refuge, and our Stronghold —
Yahweh. We bow before You with grateful hearts and give thanks for Your constant presence, for You
have been moving and working among us throughout this General Conference. Father, we confess
that there have been moments this week when we have leaned into our own desires and expectations
instead of fully leaning into Your will - when we have spoken more than we have listened, resisted new
or different ways, and rushed ahead instead of waiting upon You. Forgive us, Lord.

As we enter this final day of the General Conference—with our urgency, our agendas, and our desire
to finish what lies before us—do not let us miss You in the details or rush past Your voice. Open our
eyes and hearts that we may know the width, depth, and height of Your call upon each of us and upon
the Global Methodist Church.

God, You will not be stopped. We pray for the revival of Your Holy Spirit across the earth—not
because of who we are or what we have done, but because of who You are. May every village, town,
city, and community bow before You as they come to know Your goodness, mercy, and grace. Align
our hearts with Your will, O Lord. Weave the Global Methodist Church together so we do not unravel
Your work through our own desires, plans, egos, titles, complacency, or pride.

We wait for You, Lord. Teach us to wait with humility—for Your timing, Your anointing, and Your will.
In Jesus’ name, we quvah—we wait with expectation. Amen.

— Ms Jan Floro, Trinity Conference
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September 6th — Matthew 28:16 - 20

Heavenly Father, King of all kings, we come before you at this moment and humble ourselves. As we
tear down the tents that were built here in South Africa and prepare to travel back to our homes to
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, may we be connected with God our Creator, and one another,
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Help us to forget about the past and focus into the future of God’s
will for our church.

Our Lord, you have promised us that you will never forsake us and you will be with us to the ends of
the world. Help us to trust this promise. Our Lord, you have commanded us to baptize those who
repent and teach them to obey all your commandments. Help us to go and do the same. Therefore, go
Saints! May you travel safely, may our Lord protect all your servants that blessed these mountains of
South Africa during General Conference. May all the proceedings that took place here be honoured,
we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

— Mr Patrick Magaqa, South Africa Conference
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2026 GENERAL CONFERENCE

Delegate List by Annual Conference

Afrika Mashariki

LAITY

Mwalukuku, Roselyne Machocho
Therebe, David Kaberia

Kipkore, Julius Kilimo

Muthoiri, Amos Mwiti

CLERGY

Mwaine, Joseph Ntombura
Irura, Jack Kirimi
Oldukunyi, Lois Silantoi
Koome, Wilfred Karithi

Alabama Emerald Coast

LAITY

Floore, Eugene Malcolm
Bryars, Vicki Vines
Jackson, Katrina Elizabeth
Hammond, James Franklin
Smalley, Debbie Nichols
Smalley, David Bryant
VanSickle, James Lee
Cherolis, Nathan

CLERGY

Spencer, Lester Harden
Hoppe, Michael

Newton, Riley Allen

Bryars, Paul Lawrence
Smith, Jeremy Steven
Hammond, Nancy Beth

Hart, Jonathan Brandon
Hutchinson, Hannah Holland

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Allegheny West

LAITY

Rohrs, Katherine Susan
Landman, Mylie Donn
Hoffman, Richard Christian
Miller, Isaya Michael
Patrick, William Alan
Hoffman, Alexander Richard
Nies, Tamyra Lynnette
Fassnhacht, Nancy Jean
Hovis, Robin Cooper
Puthoff, Rylee Kay Elaine
Bain, Darlene Sue

Guttag, Sue Hershberger
Pollitt, James Adren
Billings, William Arthur
Wilhelms, Tybo Alan
Stahiman, Vicki

Brown, Rhae Marie

Reed, Dan

CLERGY

Cordle, Stephen Harry
Watson lll, David Farrell
Choi, Brian

Stover, Gregory D
Lord, Janet Faye
Gildner, Daniel

Fugate, Nathanael Joel
Onabanjo, Adebowale Adedayo
Saffell, Laura Ann

Han, Duk Hee
Goodman, Timothy J
Dinger, Brett Matthew
Mallory, Tesia Lee

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate

General

GLOBAL
Conference 2026

METHODIST CHURCH

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 128



Bain, Randall William
Zilhaver, Robert Frank
Kisker, Scott Thomas
Reynolds, Matthew Douglas
Grant, Michael David

Bulgaria

LAITY
Mihaylova-Siderova, Mariela Mihaylova

Marinova - Balgaranova, Teodora Vasileva

CLERGY
lliev, Tsvetan Todorov
Todorova, Margrita

Central African Republic
LAITY

Londo, William Desire
Ondobo, Hervine Marziame

CLERGY
Dockpa Ngama, Lucien Dan
Pahouala Zaman, Claude Bertrand

Central Europe

LAITY
Kopas, Samir
Ulicna, Eva

CLERGY
Komives Francisti, Svetlana
Kopas, Gabriella

Central Nigeria
LAITY

Bambur, Virginia Baba
Faransa, Dorothy
Gambo, Stephen P
Jirgi, Sunday

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

CLERGY

Jacob, Cecilia

Maigini, Regina

Auta, Emmanuel Christopher
Manasseh, Eli Kwanchi

Central Russia

LAITY
Kravchinya, Evgeniya
Zagrebina, Irina

CLERGY
Nikolaev, Sergei
Prokhorov, Stanislav

Covenant Philippines

LAITY
Esteban, Jeffrey Ulep
Perez, Angelo Gella

CLERGY
Tangunan, Nestor Ramos

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate

Democratic Republic of Congo

LAITY

Carine, Ngoie Wa Kabondo
Ladice, Banena Mujinga
Christian, Mwite Mwango
Sukisa, Nicolas Munongo
Bidiaku Pangi, Therese
Gisele, Kabezya Nyota
Marcel, Kakudji Faliala
Nhoris, Mbayo Ngoyi
Claudette, Kon Kand
Alombe llima, Marthe
Bindanda, Platini Masapu

Kassi Pyodi Nadege, Kassi Pyodi Nadege

Johnson, Kankolongo Muela

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

GLOBAL General

METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 129



CLERGY

Kora, Mujinga Mwamba
Omba, Djamba

Longanga, Martin Kasongo
Arsene, Kukangidila Nkele
Wakubatwa Bemba, Martin Kasongo
Monga Kamuyombo, Richard
Okele, Henriette Lokoto
Rosette, Ngoy Kalumba
Mwenze, Kabah Kasongo
Denis, Mukalay Wa Kyungo
Love, Kawandji Bamanaya
Armand Pierre, Lokoto Lowa

Eastern Russia - Central Asia

LAITY
Faizieva, Liliya
Stukalova, Yulia

CLERGY
Lysin, Dmitrii
Zubkova, Ekaterina

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan

LAITY

Aschalew, Nahili Tamiru
Erosi, Abiyot Nega
Mekonnen, Samson Ketema
Awulacho, Merest Tekalign

CLERGY

Feyissa, Anbessu Tolla
Geleta, Melkamu Gezahegn
Toske, Thomas Teka

Gata, Mesfin Gebrehanna

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Florida

LAITY

Smith, Tim Eric

Rowe, Lori Sellers
Pillay, Monteen Amber
Morrell, Denise
Whiteside , Michael
Yde, Cassie Michael

CLERGY

Kellum, Nako

Therrell Jr,, James Joseph
Fordham, Michael
Harrison, Victoria

Akers, Chris Todd
Jackson, Mary McNeal

Grain Coast
LAITY

Tomah, T Emmanuel
Olandor, Boyce L
Nelson, Muriel
Dobboh, Martha B
Kumeh, Johnson J

CLERGY

Kulah, Jerry PayeManfloe

Nelson Jr, Julius Julukon Sarwolo
Farhat, Rose Ramona

Wilson Jr Jr, George D

Kandea, Jerry Nyan

Great Lakes

LAITY

Womack, Mike Michael
Padgett, Melissa A
Hook, Joy

Davis, Jill

Buck, Daniel John

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
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Harbin, Ellen

Douglas, Bridget Renee
Engelman, Kathleen Marie
Johnson, Lily Adeline
Cooper, John William
Hansen, Jan

CLERGY

Pattison, Gregory Scott
Padgett, Samuel

Cook, Beth Ann

Wanck, Sarah Beth Mayfield
Ritter, Christopher Miles
Gadlage, Christopher S
Buck, Jeff

Sawicki, Michael Thomas
Alamo, Megan

Pegram, Stanley Merlin
Muhlbaier lll lll, Robert C

Heartland

LAITY

Joy, Holly Lee
Nicklas, Cara
Woods, Allison
Madzinga, Everjoyce
Heins, Tyson Dean
Brown, Bill Lee

Croll, Richard Dean
Reed, Paul

CLERGY

McFall, Jordan

Crawford Jr Jr, Ray Roscoe

Just, Rick

Bennett, DA

Willis, Jaimie

Johnson, Joshua Steven

Winger Young, Elizabeth Helen Iris
Innes, Susan

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

India

LAITY

Nesaraj, Grace Sweety Ann
Chandar, Satish Luke
Shankar, Sheela
James, Sherlin

Rajan, Giftson David
Masih, Jirah

Jasmine, Sophiya
Daniel, Sudalai Mani
Uthwal, Shelly

Sarkar, Shelohi Sophie

CLERGY

Rajan David, Suresh
Rajan, Grace |da

Raj, Vincent

Uthwal, Rahul

Hmar, John Lalhmathuoi
Raju, Sriramu Jermiah
Immanuel, Rajan Danel Thomas
Hingmang, Babu Ram
Sarkar, Sandeep
Joshua, Samuel
Ebenezer, Benjamin

Kenya
LAITY

Ososo, Reuben Replie
Samwel, Fidelis Ongayo
Oduke, Walter Khalonyere
Odifax, Shukuru

Idyema, Philip Abae
Mugwanga, Chrispinus Wafula
Webere, Francis Jivet

Otieno, Albright Madelene

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
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CLERGY

Odongo, Wilton Thomas
Wanyama, Bonface Ghero
Jillo, Margaret Halako
Mollo, Kenneth Otien
Dome, Shaleen Namrembo
Kukah, Everlyne Esther
Shaaban, George Thoithi
Oyosa, Roseline Idah

Korean-American

LAITY

Kim, Sung-Soo
Paik, Eugene
Sohn, Kiho

CLERGY

Kim, TJ

Lee, Jonathan Sunghyun
Bae, Yon Taek

Malawi
LAITY

Nkhambule, Ganizani
Hamera, Steve Clement

CLERGY

Nkhata, Chimwemwe Copeland Mansfied

Nkhata, Kalondola Donald

Mega Manila

LAITY
Valerio, Amiel

Gadia, Sheryl Sia
Aquino, Jose Francisco

CLERGY
Oconer, Luther Jeremiah

Sablan Jr., David Sarabia
Jose, Fernando

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Mexico

LAITY
Chacon Ruiz, Israel Yadan
Caballero, Margarita

CLERGY
Almanza Villalobos, David Eduardo
Sanchez Arechiga, Diana Janeth

Mid-South

LAITY

Chancey, Elizabeth Anna
Crissman, John Scott
Bowman Dr., Benjamin Robert
Barrow, Mark Allen
Benefiel, Ernest Gregg
Whittaker, Alyson Kathryn
Seel, Abby Jo

Wallace, Ashley Nicole
Wells, Larry

Marra, Peter Jason

CLERGY

Chancey, James Todd
Tennent, Timothy Craig
Tabaka-Morrissey, Sherri
Collins, Kenneth Joseph
Ebel, Brian Matthew
Seel, Matthew Thomas
Nicholson, Suzanne Beth
Small, Brian Christopher
Whittaker, Tracy Suzanne Lineberry
Stapleton, Bradley Keith

Mid-Texas

LAITY

Loeb, Carol Kerby

Clark, Mark Edward

Fox, Jana E

Gregory, William Bennett

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
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Roberson, David Ray
Duke, Isabella Josephine
Vowell, Margaret Naomi
Killough, Holly Denise
Lannom, Jon Paul
Thomas, Melinda Susan
Clark, Karen Newsom

CLERGY

Barnett, James Ryan

Noble, James Robert
Jackson-Sears, Jill Ann
Flores, Rebekah Hannah
Thornton, Adam Kristopher
De Haven, Bradley Lynn
Pennington, Matthew James
Dixon, Tynna Gayle

Vowell, Mark Lynn
Tomlinson, Leslie Ann Smith
Rogers, Bryan Jay

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Mississippi-Western Tennessee

LAITY

Bourland, Don Edwin
Gaines, Audra Henderson
Jones, Jeannie Stevens
Biglane, Derrick

Dalton, Don Lee
Baughman, Laurie

Kyle, Bill

Smith, Lori

CLERGY

Lawler, Paul

Williamson, Lee Ann
Groce, Joshua

Miller lll, Andy S

Lindsay, Michael

Bromley Il ll, Edward Royal
Holland, Drew Samuel
Fine, Theodore Ted
McCormick, Robert

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

North Alabama

LAITY

Bowlin, Elizabeth
McGee, Ralph Mark
Strange, Laura Down
Shotts, Michael Tilmon
Woodin, Kimberly Ann
Wilson, Glenn Allen
Chastain, Ragan

King, Gary

CLERGY

Chastain, Kenneth Toby Thomson
Beasley, Alan

King, Donna

Auvil, Jeremy

OReilly, Matthew

Bowlin, Bart

Tate, Jeff

Hughes, Nicholas

North Carolina

LAITY

Grabbs, Heather Scoles
Woods, Beth Daniels
Parker, Mack Barnette
Spivey Jr, David Eugene
Grabbs, Gregory Michael
Brotherton, Jeffery Lee
Davenport, Shirley Voliva
Auten, Teresa Ferguson
Waters, Ken Wayne
Johnson, Nancy Karen
Hindel, Carolyn Rose
Creef-Meekins, Elizabeth Ann
Say, Yeh

King IV, Mack Herron
Nicholson, Renee Heffner

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate
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CLERGY

Howard, Kari Lewis
Banks, David Arnold
Reaves, Timothy Lloyd
Lambert, Anthony Eric
Stutts, Connie Marie
Cribb, Dalma Garrell
Mabry, Thomas Coleman
Bradshaw, Earl Franklin
Oliver, Cory Brandon
Howard Jr., John Franklin
Woods, John Conrad
Jeffries, Jonathan David
Williams, Sarah Nickens
Van Wieren Ill, William
Neuschaefer, ElImar Karl

North Georgia

LAITY

Parr, Dan Loyd
Kirkland, Tina Ayers
Jernigan, Jeff Scott
Allred, James Chelsey
Tam, William Neal
Sikes, Marget

CLERGY

Postell, Andrew Lewis
Ott, Kenneth

Beyers, John Arthur
Parr, Robin

Griffin, Joy Smith
Postell, Andrew Lathem

Northeast

LAITY

Briselli, Diana Marie

Rader, Dennis William
Doram, Cora

Drummond Jr, Murray Enos
Christine, Autumn Sue
Fritzius, Arnold Lee

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

CLERGY

Taylor, Steven Matthew
Park, Leo Tae Youl

Jones, Karen Kraft

Sales, Thadius Edmund
Townsend, Robbie Britton
Christine, Todd Andrew

Northeast Nigeria

LAITY

Masari, Philemon
Kwanshi, Sunday Kubam
Nbaishe, Adamu Saidu
Kpachi, Patrick

Heman, Helen

CLERGY

Juji, Danjuma

Idi, Paul Yerima

Umar, Shagari S
Fosheno, Victor Markus
Loshi, Robert Dawah

Northern Nigeria

LAITY

lliya, Beatrice

Haruna, Yahaya
Barka, Seni James
Maijamaa, Lily
Markus, Samuel Wina

CLERGY

Salama, Hassan

Makama, Caleb Danduniya
Ganah, Wilson

Abba, Bitrus Ezra
Alhassan Alafy, Lydia

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
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Northwest Russia-Belarus

LAITY
Parygina, Yulia
Li, Tatiana

CLERGY
Kim, Khen Su Andrei
Chudinova, Elena

Oasis

LAITY

Sow, Moussa Bohoum
Sow, Mamadou
Aanaya, Mohamed

CLERGY
Rizzak, Rachid
Abizar, Moussa

Panama

LAITY
Frias, Alexis
Gonzalez, Dylan

CLERGY
da Silva, Luciano Pereira

Del Cid Morales, Jazir

Peru

LAITY
Mollo, Carmen
de Miranda, Ana Esteves

CLERGY
Aguilar, Samuel
Portocarrero, Toribio

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

South Africa

LAITY

Thwethwa, Luvo
Cengimbo, Nokonwaba
Madolo, Zimbini

CLERGY

Nontshakaza, Bulelani
Diko, Mbingeleli

Gingqi, Lindani Gcinokuhle

South Carolina

LAITY

Thompson, Martha Fridy
Bannister, Kristina Ellis
Judd, Leesa Rodriguez
Best, Allison Faye
Grunsky, Nicole Miller

CLERGY

Grayson, Erik Kenneth
Carosiello, Anthony Griffith
Griswold, Daniel Robert
Allen, James Scott

Geloni, Laura McCoy

South Georgia

LAITY

Folsom, D. Bradley
Towson, Debra Hudson
Hudgins, Deborah Beavers
Mills Jr, David Platt

White IV, James Alexander
Watson, Devereaux Lee
Jones, Albert Brandon
Westbury, Terry

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
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CLERGY

Towson, James Vernon
Tucker, Scott Irwin

Thompson, David William
Salgado, Isaac Daniel

Cason, Gordon Allen
Thompson, Jennifer Blackburn
Donnan, David Wesley
Wardwell lll, Richard Clayton

South Russia

LAITY
Lyovushkina, Elena
Korystina, Olga

CLERGY
Shevchenko, Alexander
Uryupina, Elena

Southern Nigeria

LAITY

Abasu, Sule Mataple
Jen, Mike Dio

Balasa, Habila Bala
Mafindi, Bubajoda Hilkiah
Ayuba, Laurence Tanko
Ephraim , Ruth Ebby
Madanga, Joyce
Ubandoma, Manthy Felix
Mbiko, Aliyu Bakoji

CLERGY

Yoila, Baziel Yayuba
Jatutu, John Simon
Thomas, Bakawe Azanchi
Bako, Irmiya lliya

Bulus, Christy Yusuf
Umar, Musa Danjuma
Usman, Yunusa Zubairu
Obadiah, Dennis

Audu, Philip Habibu

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate

Tanzania
LAITY

Emmanuel, Deusi
Joshua, Musimo Giaya

CLERGY
Likondi Upemali, Upendo Malaki
Agundason, Dominick Gradus

Thailand

LAITY
Etirattana , Chutimon
Champami, Bangon

CLERGY
Doungkaeo, Somsri
Doungkaeo, Varin

Trinity

LAITY

Garza, Oscar Luis
Kreutziger, Sarah Sloan
Dawson lll, John Huger
Campbell, John Carl
Agee, John Douglas
Fink, Elizabeth Ashley
Floro, Janet Sue

Vargas, Anna Isabel
Thornton, Andy Lee
Eikner, David Allen
Watson, Frankie Fonteneaux
Sullivan, Catherine Sue
Barron, Mary Campbell
Hobson, Emily Robinson
Wright, Kristie Ann
Guidry, Trevor Alexander

CLERGY
Burnham, Jason Andrew
McGehee, Benjamin Nelson

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
Alternate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
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LaGrone, Jessica Box Delegate Venezuela
Cadar, Arturo Delegate
Palmer, James Burton Delegate LAITY
Atkins Jr, Gary Clark Delegate Ortega Valera, Josue David Delegate
Heinemann, Wendy Lee Delegate Mendoza, Steven Alexander Galindez Alternate
Temple, Charles Chappell Delegate
Sims, Heather Leigh Delegate CLERGY
McMann, John Wayne Delegate Herrera de Duran, Jenny Judith Delegate
Bass, James Alan Delegate Pirona Mogollon, Carlos Joshua Alternate
Turner, Timothy Andrew Delegate
Henderson, Enid Simone Delegate . e
Kent Susan Oza Alternate Vlrgmla
Kinnear, Vivian Young Alternate LAITY
Bynum, Jonathan David Alternate Bean, David Robert Delegate
Gearhardt, Amy Christine Delegate
Huff, Michael Thomas Alternate
Uganda
Kasana, Iryn Delegate Nichols, Brandon Tyler Delegate
Nafula .;Dr ossy Alternate Cooper, Robert Ewell Delegate
' Kang, Ho Alternate
CLERGY
Ddamulira, Christopher Delegate .
Bwire, Wilber Mangeni Alternate WGSt Plams
LAITY
. Enns, Margaret Delegate
Upper MIdWGSt Gregory, Sam Delegate
LAITY Stonum, Paul Delegate
Kearns, Matthew Delegate White, Mandy Delegate
Evans, Daniel Delegate Hayes, Doug Delegate
Heeren, Becky Delegate Burch, Justin Alternate
Morrison, Norma Jeanne Delegate
Schadel, Andrea Renee Delegate CLERGY _
Rohrer, Lynn Alternate Smallwood, Justin Ryan Delegate
Barbee, Jeremy Lemuel Delegate
CLERGY Loyd, Lyndol Delegate
Parks, James Edward Delegate Skinner, Darren L. Delegate
Kingery, Zachery Paul Delegate McCuaig, Kelly Richard Delegate
Lee. Jonathan Delegate McEwen, Dustin Roy Alternate
Stevick, Travis Michael Delegate
Benge, Luann Delegate
Colon, Rey Alternate
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Western States

LAITY
Blagojevich, Mary Manu
Swannack, Steven Walter

CLERGY
Weston, John Charles
Sheahan, Colleen Lorraine

Zambia

LAITY
Kalitongi, Robby
Sibanda, Monica

CLERGY

Kalambo, John
Kalichi, Kenneth

Zimbabwe

LAITY

Mhembere, Darlington
Chipungu, Chenjerai Albert
Mukarakate, Wilma
Chatiza, Nicholas

CLERGY

Matonga, Forbes
Muzengeza, Samson
Chitowo, Kelvin
Ndaradzi, Munyaradzi

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Alternate
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Emerging Area
Representatives

Aldersgate Europe

Guillem Correa (clergy)
Adwoa Brewu (laity)

Angola

B.D. Sapalo (clergy)
Pedro V. Cauende (laity)

Brazil

Jeferson Miguel (clergy)
José Carlos Ferreira Gongalves Junior (laity)

Mozambique

Zaqueu Ranchaze (clergy)
Francisco Chadreque (laity)

Myanmar

Thawng Hei Cung (clergy)
Phir Mang (laity)

Nile Valley

Emmanuel Musa (clergy)
Emmanuel Lasu (laity)

Rwanda

Marc Baliyanga (clergy)
Maurice Habaguhirwa (laity)

Vietnam

Ma Linh (clergy)
Dinh Set (laity)

Covenant Partners
Costa Rica Methodist Church

Douglas Mejias (clergy)
Diego Blanco (laity)
Rolan Abarco Quesada (laity)

Korean Methodist Church

Bishop Chungsuk Kim

Purity Kwun (clergy)

Byung-Bae Hwang (laity)
Bishop Byoungyong You (guest)
Bishop Ungcheon Lee (guest)
Bishop Inho Park (guest)
Bishop Jongphil Kim (guest)
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Q[ ' . West Africa

“’» 1, Theological
A2y, Seminary

Affiliated with the University of Nigeria
Accredited by the Association for Christian Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA)

Providing training for hundreds of African Global Methodists

Py
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-

As you connect with Nigeria’s largest non-denominational seminary, you experience the
highest standard of spiritual, biblical and theological preparation for Christian leadership.

Bachelor of Arts in Theology
Bachelor of Arts in Religion

Master of Divinity

M.A in Biblical Studies

M.A in Intercultural Studies
M.A in Christian Education
M.A in Christian Leadership

e Doctor of Ministry

WEST AFRICA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

L\ 4B 4 36, Olukunle Akinola street, Off New Ipaja - Ayobo Road
([e)"' B By Akinyele Bus-stop, PMB 003, Ipaja - Lagos. Nigeria.

+234 702 649 0412, +234 816 346 1719

Email: admissions@wats.edu.ng  Website: www.wats.edu.ng



Administrative Committee Members

2026 GENERAL CONFERENCE
ELECTED: MARCH 23, 2026

Agenda Committee

LAY MEMBERS:
= Mary Blagojevich - Western States

= Norma Morrison - Upper Midwest (chair)
= Walter Oduke - Kenya
= James Pollitt - Allegheny West

CLERGY MEMBERS:
= Jill Jackson-Sears - Mid-Texas

= John Beyers - North Georgia (vice-chair)
= Kora Mujinga - Democratic Republic of Congo
= Bulelani Nontshakaza - South Africa

Credentials Committee

LAY MEMBERS:
= Therese Bidiaku Pangi - Democratic Republic of Congo

Elizabeth Chancey — Mid-South
Martha Thompson — South Carolina

= Luvo Thwethwa - South Africa (chair)

Lily Maijamaa - Northern Nigeria (non-voting)

CLERGY MEMBERS:
= Jason Burnham - Trinity (vice-chair)

Joy Griffin — North Georgia

Upendo Likondi - Tanzania

Wilton Odongo - Kenya

David Almanza — Mexico (non-voting)
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Journal Committee

Christopher Gadlage — Great Lakes (clergy)
Fidelis Samwel - Kenya (lay)

Chappell Temple - Trinity (clergy) (chair)

John Kalambo - Zambia (clergy, non-voting)
Ganizani Nkhambule — Malawi (lay, non-voting)

Nominations Committee
LAY MEMBERS:

Holly Joy - Heartland (chair)

Tami Nies - Allegheny West

Dennis Rader — Northeast

Debbie Smalley — Alabama Emerald Coast

Sheela Shankar - India (non-voting)

CLERGY MEMBERS:

Mbingeleli Diko — South Africa

Jessica LaGrone - Trinity

Jonathan Lee — Upper Midwest

Henriette Okele - Democratic Republic of Congo
Samson Muzengeza — Zimbabwe (non-voting)

ADVISORY TEAM

Mike Schafer

Simon Mafunda

Jeff Greenway

Leah Gregory

Kimba Evariste

Gabi Kopas - Central Europe
Jordan McFall - Heartland
Wilton Odongo - Kenya
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Reference Committee

LAY MEMBERS:
= Bill Brown - Heartland

= James Allred - North Georgia

= JanaFox - Mid-Texas

= Christian Mwite Mwango - Democratic Republic of Congo
= Stephen Gambo - Central Nigeria (non-voting)

CLERGY MEMBERS:
= John Howard - North Carolina (chair)

= Rosette Ngoy Kalumba — Democratic Republic of Congo

= Greg Stover - Allegheny West

= Bonface Wanyama - Kenya

= Hen Su Andrei Kim - Northwest Russia-Belarus (non-voting)
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mm == BIBLICAL SEMINARY

WE DEVELOP TRUSTED LEADERS for FAITHFUL CHURCHES

Unqpo|ogeﬁcq|ly biblical and Programs include B.A., Course of
completely Wesleyan, WBS Study, M.A., M.Div., and D.Min.
is proud to be one of the first . .
institutions approved by the Fully accredited, fully online,
Global Methodist Church, highly affordable.

with hundreds of current GMC

e, WESLEY BIBLICAL SEMINARY

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI
Take the next step in your ministry

calling with a seminary partner B 601.460.1731

founded on the inerrant authority
of the Bible and committed to ™ ADMISSIONS@WBS.EDU

Spirit-filled holiness. 5 WBS.EDU




Legislative Committee Assignments

Doctrines And Sacraments

Aguilar, Samuel

Arsene, Kukangidila Nkele
Auta, Emmanuel Christopher
Banks, David Arnold
Baughman, Laurie
Benefiel, Ernest Gregg
Best, Allison Faye

Beyers, John Arthur
Billings, William Arthur
Bromley Il ll, Edward Royal
Campbell, John Carl
Chacon Ruiz, Israel Yadan
Clark, Mark Edward
Collins, Kenneth Joseph
Daniel, Sudalai Mani
Ddamulira, Christopher
Fink, Elizabeth Ashley
Frias, Alexis

Geleta, Melkamu Gezahegn
Grabbs, Gregory Michael
Gregory, William Bennett
Hammond, Nancy Beth
lliev, Tsvetan Todorov
Jackson-Sears, Jill
Kravchinya, Evgeniya
Kulah, Jerry PayeManfloe
Kyle, Bill

Likondi Upemali, Upendo Malaki
Maijamaa, Lily

Mallory, Tesia Lee

Masari, Philemon
Matonga, Forbes
McCuaig, Kelly Richard
MckFall, Jordan

Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy

Peru

Democratic Republic of Congo
Central Nigeria

North Carolina
Mississippi-West Tennessee
MidSouth

South Carolina

North Georgia

Allegheny West
Mississippi-West Tennessee
Trinity

Mexico

MidTexas

MidSouth

India

Uganda

Trinity

Panama

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan

North Carolina

MidTexas

Alabama Emerald Coast
Bulgaria

MidTexas

Central Russia

Grain Coast
Mississippi-West Tennessee
Tanzania

Northern Nigeria

Allegheny West

Northeast Nigeria
Zimbabwe

West Plains

Heartland

GLOBAL General

METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 145



McMann, John Wayne
Mhembere, Darlington
Mills Jr, David Platt

Mollo, Carmen

Nesaraj, Grace Sweety Ann
Nicholson, Suzanne Beth
Oconer, Luther Jeremiah
OReilly, Matthew

Padgett, Samuel

Salama, Hassan
Shevchenko, Alexander
Shotts, Michael Tilmon
Sow, Moussa Bohoum
Stevick, Travis Michael
Stover, Gregory D
Tangunan, Nestor Ramos
Tennent, Timothy Craig
Thompson, Jennifer Blackburn
Thompson, Martha Fridy
Thwethwa, Luvo

Toske, Thomas Teka
Umar, Musa Danjuma
Watson lll, David Farrell
White IV, James Alexander
Whiteside, Michael
Womack, Mike Michael

Social Witness

Alamo, Megan

Alombe llima, Marthe
Barka, Seni James
Barron, Mary Campbell
Blagojevich, Mary Manu
Bowlin, Bart

Bryars, Paul Lawrence
Buck, Daniel John

Choi, Brian

Christian, Mwite Mwango
Crissman, John Scott
Diko, Mbingeleli

Dockpa Ngama, Lucien Dan
Doram, Cora

Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity

Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity

Trinity
Zimbabwe
South Georgia
Peru

India

MidSouth

Mega Manila
North Alabama
Great Lakes
Northern Nigeria
South Russia
North Alabama
Oasis

Upper Midwest
Allegheny West
Covenant Philippines
MidSouth

South Georgia
South Carolina
South Africa
Ethiopia Nazrawiyan
Southern Nigeria
Allegheny West
South Georgia
Florida

Great Lakes

Great Lakes

Democratic Republic of Congo
Northern Nigeria

Trinity

Western States

North Alabama

Alabama Emerald Coast

Great Lakes

Allegheny West

Democratic Republic of Congo
MidSouth

South Africa

Central African Republic
Northeast
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Doungkaeo, Somsti
Duke, Isabella Josephine
Erosi, Abiyot Nega
Esteban, Jeffrey Ulep
Faizieva, Liliya

Farhat, Rose Ramona
Floro, Janet Sue

Griffin, Joy Smith
Griswold, Daniel Robert
Heeren, Becky
Henderson, Enid Simone
Hoffman, Alexander Richard
Hoffman, Richard Christian
Idi, Paul Yerima

James, Sherlin

Kalambo, John

Kukah, Everlyne Esther
Mafindi, Bubajoda Hilkiah
Marcel, Kakudii Faliala
Morrell, Denise
Muzengeza, Samson
Mwaine, Joseph Ntombura
Oldukunyi, Lois Silantoi
Parks, James Edward
Parygina, Yulia

Pillay, Monteen Amber
Raju, Sriramu Jermiah
Reaves, Timothy Lloyd
Salgado, Isaac Daniel
Smith, Tim Eric

Spivey Jr, David Eugene
Temple, Charles Chappell
Usman, Yunusa Zubairu
Valerio, Amiel

White, Mandy

Whittaker, Alyson Kathryn
Woods, Allison

Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity

Thailand

MidTexas

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan
Covenant Philippines
East Russia and Central Asia
Grain Coast

Trinity

North Georgia

South Carolina
Upper Midwest
Trinity

Allegheny West
Allegheny West
Northeast Nigeria
India

Zambia

Kenya

Southern Nigeria
Democratic Republic of Congo
Florida

Zimbabwe

Afrika Mashariki
Afrika Mashariki
Upper Midwest
Northwest Russia and Belarus
Florida

India

North Carolina

South Georgia
Florida

North Carolina
Trinity

Southern Nigeria
Mega Manila

West Plains
MidSouth

Heartland
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Local Church

Abba, Bitrus Ezra

Agee, John Douglas
Auten, Teresa Ferguson
Bain, Darlene Sue
Bannister, Kristina Ellis
Bass, James Alan

Biglane, Derrick

Bindanda, Platini Masapu
Bradshaw, Earl Franklin
Briselli, Diana Marie
Brotherton, Jeffery Lee
Carine, Ngoie Wa Kabondo
Carosiello, Anthony Griffith
Cason, Gordon Allen
Crawford Jr Jr, Ray Roscoe
Davis, Jill

Dawson lll, John Huger
Dinger, Brett Matthew
Dixon, Tynna Gayle
Ephraim, Ruth Ebby
Fassnacht, Nancy Jean
Fordham, Michael
Gearhardt, Amy Christine
Gisele, Kabezya Nyota
Harrison, Victoria

Haruna, Yahaya

Herrera de Duran, Jenny Judith
Holland, Drew Samuel
Idyema, Philip Abae

Jacob, Cecilia

Jillo, Margaret Halako

Just, Rick

Killough, Holly Denise

King, Donna

Kirkland, Tina Ayers
Ladice, Banena Mujinga
Londo, William Desire
Madzinga, Everjoyce
Makama, Caleb Danduniya
McGehee, Benjamin Nelson
Mekonnen, Samson Ketema

Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity

Northern Nigeria

Trinity

North Carolina

Allegheny West

South Carolina

Trinity

Mississippi-West Tennessee
Democratic Republic of Congo
North Carolina

Northeast

North Carolina

Democratic Republic of Congo
South Carolina

South Georgia

Heartland

Great Lakes

Trinity

Allegheny West

MidTexas

Southern Nigeria

Allegheny West

Florida

Virginia

Democratic Republic of Congo
Florida

Northern Nigeria

Venezuela

Mississippi-West Tennessee
Kenya

Central Nigeria

Kenya

Heartland

MidTexas

North Alabama

North Georgia

Democratic Republic of Congo
Central African Republic
Heartland

Northern Nigeria

Trinity

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan
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Mihaylova-Siderova, Mariela Mihaylova
Mwalukuku, Roselyne Machocho
Nichols, Brandon Tyler

Okele, Henriette Lokoto

Ortega Valera, Josue David

Paik, Eugene

Raij, Vincent

Rajan, Grace |da

Seel, Abby Jo

Skinner, Darren L.

Smalley, Debbie Nichols
Smallwood, Justin Ryan
Thomas, Bakawe Azanchi
Wallace, Ashley Nicole

Watson, Devereaux Lee
Williamson, Lee Ann

Woods, Beth Daniels

Ministry

Aschalew, Nahili Tamiru
Bako, Irmiya lliya

Balasa, Habila Bala

Barbee, Jeremy Lemuel
Bean, David Robert

Benge, Luann

Bowlin, Elizabeth
Cengimbo, Nokonwaba
Chandar, Satish Luke
Chastain, Kenneth Toby Thomson
Cooper, Robert Ewell
Cribb, Dalma Garrell
Davenport, Shirley Voliva
Dome, Shaleen Namrembo
Douglas, Bridget Renee
Drummond Jr, Murray Enos
Ebel, Brian Matthew
Etirattana, Chutimon

Fox, Jana E

Ganah, Wilson

Gildner, Daniel

Goodman, Timothy J
Hammond, James Franklin

Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity

Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity

Bulgaria

Afrika Mashariki

Virginia

Democratic Republic of Congo
Venezuela

Korean American

India

India

MidSouth

West Plains

Alabama Emerald Coast
West Plains

Southern Nigeria

MidSouth

South Georgia
Mississippi-West Tennessee
North Carolina

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan
Southern Nigeria
Southern Nigeria
West Plains
Virginia

Upper Midwest
North Alabama
South Africa
India

North Alabama
Virginia

North Carolina
North Carolina
Kenya

Great Lakes
Northeast
Mid-South
Thailand
MidTexas
Northern Nigeria
Allegheny West
Allegheny West
Alabama Emerald Coast
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Harbin, Ellen

Hayes, Doug

Hindel, Carolyn Rose
Hoppe, Michael

Howard Jr., John Franklin
Jasmine, Sophiya
Jeffries, Jonathan David
Jones, Karen Kraft

Judd, Leesa Rodriguez
Kalitongi, Robby

Kellum, Nako

Kim, Hen Su Andrei

Kim, TJ

Kopas, Samir

Kora, Mujinga Mwamba
Kpachi, Patrick

LaGrone, Jessica Box
Landman, Mylie Donn
Lannom, Jon Paul

Lord, Janet Faye

Maigini, Regina

Miller lll, Andy S

Odifax, Shukuru

Padgett, Melissa A
Palmer, James Burton
Parr, Robin

Pennington, Matthew James
Puthoff, Rylee Kay Elaine
Rohrs, Katherine Susan
Rosette, Ngoy Kalumba
Sablan, Jr, David Sarabia
Saffell, Laura Ann

Sales, Thadius Edmund
Small, Brian Christopher
Tucker, Scott Irwin
Turner, Timothy Andrew
Vargas, Anna Isabel
Wanyama, Bonface Ghero
Waters, Ken Wayne
Watson, Frankie Fonteneaux
Willis, Jaimie

Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy

Great Lakes

West Plains

North Carolina

Alabama Emerald Coast
North Carolina

India

North Carolina
Northeast

South Carolina

Zambia

Florida

Northwest Russia and Belarus
Korean American
Central Europe
Democratic Republic of Congo
Northeast Nigeria
Trinity

Allegheny West
MidTexas

Allegheny West

Central Nigeria
Mississippi-West Tennessee
Kenya

Great Lakes

Trinity

North Georgia
MidTexas

Allegheny West
Allegheny West
Democratic Republic of Congo
Mega Manila

Allegheny West
Northeast

MidSouth

South Georgia

Trinity

Trinity

Kenya

North Carolina

Trinity

Heartland
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Superintendency

Abasu, Sule Mataple
Allred, James Chelsey
Beasley, Alan

Bowman Dr., Benjamin Robert
Chancey, Elizabeth Anna
Christine, Autumn Sue

da Silva, Luciano Pereira
Eikner, David Allen
Emmanuel, Deusi

Evans, Daniel

Floore, Eugene Malcolm
Gaines, Audra Henderson
Grayson, Erik Kenneth
Han, Duk Hee

Heins, Tyson Dean
Howard, Kari Lewis
Hudgins, Deborah Beavers
Johnson, Joshua Steven
Johnson, Nancy Karen
Kearns, Matthew

Kipkore, Julius Kilimo
Komives Francisti, Svetlana
Lee, Jonathan Sunghyun
Loeb, Carol Margaret

Love, Kawandji Bamanaya
Loyd, Lyndol

Lysin, Dmitrii

Madanga, Joyce

Miller, Isaya Michael
Nbaishe, Adamu Saidu
Nies, Tamyra Lynnette
Nkhata, Chimwemwe Copeland Mansfied
Odongo, Wilton Thomas
Onabanjo, Adebowale Adedayo
Ososo, Reuben Replie

Ott, Kenneth

Park, Leo Tae Youl
Pattison, Gregory Scott
Rajan David, Suresh

Ritter, Christopher Miles
Sims, Heather Leigh

Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy

Southern Nigeria
North Georgia
North Alabama
MidSouth
MidSouth
Northeast
Panama

Trinity

Tanzania

Upper Midwest
Alabama Emerald Coast
Mississippi-West Tennessee
South Carolina
Allegheny West
Heartland

North Carolina
South Georgia
Heartland

North Carolina
Upper Midwest
Afrika Mashariki
Central Europe
Korean American
MidTexas
Democratic Republic of Congo
West Plains

East Russia and Central Asia
Southern Nigeria
Allegheny West
Northeast Nigeria
Allegheny West
Malawi

Kenya

Allegheny West
Kenya

North Georgia
Northeast

Great Lakes

India

Great Lakes
Trinity
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Spencer, Lester Harden
Sullivan, Catherine Sue
Therrell Jr,, James Joseph
Thompson, David William
Thornton, Adam Kristopher
Townsend, Robbie Britton
Uthwal, Shelly

Vowell, Mark Lynn

Wanck, Sarah Beth Mayfield
Wilson Jr Jr, George D
Woodin, Kimberly Ann
Yoila, Baziel Yayuba

Conferences Committee

Allen, James Scott
Almanza Villalobos, David Eduardo
Ayuba, Laurence Tanko
Bain, Randall William
Barrow, Mark Allen
Brown, Bill Lee

Bryars, Vicki Vines

Bulus, Christy Yusuf
Cadar, Arturo

Chitowo, Kelvin

Cook, Beth Ann

Dalton, Don Lee
DeHaven, Bradley Lynn
Denis, Mukalay Wa Kyungo
Enns, Margaret

Feyissa, Anbessu Tolla
Flores, Rebekah Hannah
Gambo, Stephen P
Guttag, Sue Hershberger
Hmar, John Lalhmathuoi
Jackson, Katrina Elizabeth
Jen, Mike Dio

Johnson, Lily Adeline

Joy, Holly Lee

Juiji, Danjuma

Kingery, Zachery Paul
Kreutziger, Sarah Sloan
Kwanshi, Sunday Kubam

Clergy
Laity

Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity

Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity

Clergy

Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity

Alabama Emerald Coast
Trinity

Florida

South Georgia
MidTexas
Northeast

India

MidTexas

Great Lakes
Grain Coast
North Alabama
Southern Nigeria

South Carolina

Mexico

Southern Nigeria
Allegheny West
MidSouth

Heartland

Alabama Emerald Coast
Southern Nigeria

Trinity

Zimbabwe

Great Lakes
Mississippi-West Tennessee
MidTexas

Democratic Republic of Congo
West Plains

Ethiopia Nazrawiyan
MidTexas

Central Nigeria
Allegheny West

India

Alabama Emerald Coast
Southern Nigeria

Great Lakes

Heartland

Northeast Nigeria
Upper Midwest

Trinity

Northeast Nigeria
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Lambert, Anthony Eric
McGee, Ralph Mark
Mugwanga, Chrispinus Wafula
Nelson Jr, Julius Julukon Sarwolo
Newton, Riley Allen

Nhoris, Mbayo Ngoyi

Oduke, Walter Khalonyere
Omba, Djamba

Patrick, William Alan

Rajan, Giftson David
Roberson, David Ray

Sawicki, Michael Thomas
Towson, Debra Hudson

Umar, Shagari S

Weston, John Charles

Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy

North Carolina

North Alabama

Kenya

Grain Coast

Alabama Emerald Coast
Democratic Republic of Congo
Kenya

Democratic Republic of Congo
Allegheny West

India

MidTexas

Great Lakes

South Georgia

Northeast Nigeria

Western States

Constitution, Connectional Organization, and Finance

Akers, Chris Todd Clergy Florida
Atkins Jr, Gary Clark Clergy Trinity
Barnett, James Ryan Clergy MidTexas
Bidiaku Pangi, Therese Laity Democratic Republic of Congo
Buck, Jeff Clergy Great Lakes
Chipungu, Chenjerai Albert Laity Zimbabwe
Cordle, Stephen Harry Clergy Allegheny West
Dobboh, Martha B Laity Grain Coast
Engelman, Kathleen Marie Laity Great Lakes
Fosheno, Victor Markus Clergy Northeast Nigeria
Grabbs, Heather Scoles Laity North Carolina
Gregory, Sam Laity West Plains
Groce, Joshua Clergy Mississippi-West Tennessee
Hovis, Robin Cooper Laity Allegheny West
Immanuel, Rajan Danel Thomas Clergy India
Jernigan, Jeff Scott Laity North Georgia
Jones, Jeannie Stevens Laity Mississippi-West Tennessee
Kasana, Iryn Laity Uganda
Kim, Sung-Soo Laity Korean American
Lawler, Paul Clergy Mississippi-West Tennessee
Lee, Jonathan Clergy Upper Midwest
Lindsay, Michael Clergy Mississippi-West Tennessee
Longanga, Martin Kasongo Clergy Democratic Republic of Congo
Mabry, Thomas Coleman Clergy North Carolina
Masih, Jirah Laity India
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Mollo, Kenneth Otieno
Monga Kamuyombo, Richard
Morrison, Norma Jeanne
Mukarakate, Wilma
Mwenze, Kabah Kasongo
Nelson, Muriel

Nicklas, Cara

Nikolaev, Sergei

Noble, James

Olandor, Boyce L

Parker, Mack Barnette
Pollitt, James Adren
Postell, Andrew Lewis
Rader, Dennis William
Rizzak, Rachid

Samwel, Fidelis Ongayo
Sarkar, Sandeep

Seel, Matthew Thomas
Shankar, Sheela

Smalley, David Bryant
Smith, Jeremy Steven
Strange, Laura Down
Sukisa, Nicolas Munongo
Tabaka-Morrissey, Sherri
Tam, William Neal

Taylor, Steven Matthew
Thornton, Andy Lee
Uthwal, Rahul

Vowell, Margaret Denise

Judicial Administration

Auvil, Jeremy

Bambur, Virginia Baba
Bennett, DA

Bourland, Don Edwin
Burnham, Jason Andrew
Chancey, James Todd
Claudette, Kon Kand
Creef-Meekins, Elizabeth Ann
Faransa, Dorothy

Folsom, David Bradley

Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity

Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Laity
Clergy
Clergy
Laity
Laity
Laity
Laity

Kenya

Democratic Republic of Congo
Upper Midwest

Zimbabwe

Democratic Republic of Congo
Grain Coast

Heartland

Central Russia

MidTexas

Grain Coast

North Carolina

Allegheny West

North Georgia

Northeast

Oasis

Kenya

India

MidSouth

India

Alabama Emerald Coast
Alabama Emerald Coast

North Alabama

Democratic Republic of Congo
MidSouth

North Georgia

Northeast

Trinity

India

MidTexas

North Alabama

Central Nigeria

Heartland

Mississippi-West Tennessee
Trinity

MidSouth

Democratic Republic of Congo
North Carolina

Central Nigeria

South Georgia
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Fugate, Nathanael Joel Clergy Allegheny West

Gadia, Sheryl Sia Laity Mega Manila
Gadlage, Christopher S Clergy Great Lakes
Garza, Oscar Luis Laity Trinity
Heinemann, Wendy Lee Clergy Trinity
Hingmang, Babu Ram Clergy India
Hook, Joy Laity Great Lakes
lliya, Beatrice Laity Northern Nigeria
Irura, Jack Kirimi Clergy Afrika Mashariki
Jatutu, John Simon Clergy Southern Nigeria
Lyovushkina, Elena Laity South Russia
Nkhambule, Ganizani Laity Malawi
Nontshakaza, Bulelani Clergy South Africa
Oliver, Cory Brandon Clergy North Carolina
Parr, Dan Loyd Laity North Georgia
Rowe, Lori Sellers Laity Florida
Schadel, Andrea Renee Laity Upper Midwest
Stonum, Paul Laity West Plains
Stutts, Connie Marie Clergy North Carolina
Therebe, David Kaberia Laity Afrika Mashariki
Tomah, T Emmanuel Laity Grain Coast
Towson, James Vernon Clergy South Georgia
Wakubatwa Bemba, Martin Kasongo Clergy Democratic Republic of Congo
Wilhelms, Tybo Alan Laity Allegheny West
Wilson, Glenn Allen Laity North Alabama
Woods, John Conrad Clergy North Carolina
Zilhaver, Robert Frank Clergy Allegheny West

% GLOBAL General

METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 155



EXNipItors

AND

SPONSOrS




Premier Sponsor

WESLEYAN INVESTMENT FOUNDATION
https://wwwwifonline.com/
info@wifonline.com
PO Box 7250
Fishers, IN 46038
1-317-774-7300

Celebration of Africa Sponsors

METHODIST FOUNDATION OF MISSISSIPPI
https://methodistfm.org/
todd@methodistfm.org

581Highland Colony Pkwy
Ridgeland, MS 39157
1-601-948-8845

OKLAHOMA METHODIST FOUNDATION
https://lastinggood.org/
bmeade®@lastinggood.org
4201N Classen Blvd
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
1-800-259-6863

WESLEYAN IMPACT PARTNERS
https://wesleyanimpactpartners.org/
info@wesleyanimpactpartners.org
11709 Boulder Lane, Suite 220
Austin, TX 78726
1-800-862-8633

Sponsor

SEEDBED
https://seedbed.com/
sean.glenn@seedbed.com
1-615-442-8582
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Exhibitors

ALDERSGATE RENEWAL
MINISTRIES
https://www.aldersgaterenewal.org/
info@aldersgaterenewal.org

PO Box 8

Goodlettsville, TN 37070
1-615-851-9192

EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES TOURS
https://www.eotravelwithus.com/#eotours
eo@travelwithus-0383.com

PO Box 6098

Lakeland, FL 33807

1-863-648-0383

GMC KINGDOM
ADVANCEMENT COMMISSION
KingdomComm@globalmethodist.org

MALACAS BEADWORK
ZIMBABWE
MalacasZimbabwe@gmail.com

ON MISSION NETWORK
https://www.onmissionnetwork.org/
rand.jenkins@onmissionnetwork.org
5351 Catron Drive

Dallas, TX 75227

1-214-275-1143

GLOBAL General

METHODIST CHURCH Conference 2026

ASBURY THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
https://asburyseminary.edu/
tammy.cessna@asburyseminary.edu
204 N. Lexington Ave

Wilmore, KY 40390
1-844-GO-TO-ATS

FAITHRESPONDERS
wwwihefaithresponders.org
info@thefaithresponders.org

3425 Bannerman Road, Ste 105-274
Tallahassee, FL 32312
1-850-363-6799

INTERNATIONAL
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
https://iliteam.org/gmc
ILITeam®@ILITeam.org

Po Box 1005

Carrollton, GA 30112
1-770-832-1244

MID-AMERICA CHRISTIAN
UNIVERSITY
https://www.macu.edu/
info@macu.edu

3500 SW. 119th Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73170
1-405-691-3800

ONE CHILD
https://onechild.org/
jscott@onechild.org

PO Box 62600

Colorado Springs, CO 80962
1-800-864-0200

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKBOOK | 158


https://www.aldersgaterenewal.org/
mailto:info%40aldersgaterenewal.org?subject=
https://asburyseminary.edu/
mailto:tammy.cessna%40asburyseminary.edu?subject=
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/#eotours
mailto:eo%40travelwithus-0383.com?subject=
http://www.thefaithresponders.org
mailto:info%40thefaithresponders.org%20?subject=
mailto:KingdomComm%40globalmethodist.org?subject=
https://iliteam.org/gmc
mailto:ILITeam%40ILITeam.org?subject=
mailto:MalacasZimbabwe%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.macu.edu/ 
mailto:info%40macu.edu?subject=
https://www.onmissionnetwork.org/
mailto:rand.jenkins%40onmissionnetwork.org?subject=
https://onechild.org/
mailto:jscott%40onechild.org?subject=

RE-AWAKENING INITIATIVE
https://crosspoint.church/reawakening/
jsmith@crosspoint.church

214 Partin Drive S

Niceville, FL 32578

850-678-4411

TMS GLOBAL
https://wwwims-global.org/
cc@tms-global.org

PO Box 936559

Atlanta, GA 31193-6559
1-800-478-8963

UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
https://united.edu/

utscom@united.edu

4501 Denlinger Road

Dayton, OH 45426

1-937-529-2201

WESLEY SEMINARY AT INDIANA
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
https://www.indwes.edu/academics/seminary/
kami.mauldin@indwes.edu

4201S Washington St

Marion, IN 46953

1-866-468-6498
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RE-FORMA GLOBAL
https://www.re-forma.global/
reuben@re-forma.global

Box 116

Jeffreys Bay 6330

South Africa

TRUETT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
https://truettseminary.bayloredu/
Sarah_Matzke@bayloredu

1100 South 3rd Street

Waco, TX 76706

1-254-710-3755

WESLEY BIBLICAL SEMINARY
https://wbs.edu/

info@wbs.edu

1880 East County Line Road

Ridgeland, MS 39157

1-601-366-8880

WEST AFRICA
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
http://wwwwats.edu.ng/
drgarymaxey@gmail.com

36, Olukunle Akinola Street

Ipaja, Lagos, Nigeria
234-702-649-0412
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