
Transferred 
Bishops

AC 
Delegations

Episcopal 
Nominees

Area 
Episcopacy 
Committee

Global
Episcopacy 
Committee

Full-Time 
Bishops

Interim (2-year)
Bishops

Transferred 
Bishops

Poll current 
bishops 

regarding 
re-election

 BDD ¶604.8

Ranked list of 
10 AC with 

which to share 
bishop to 

GEC

Nominate up 
to 2 episcopal 

nominees  
5/15/26  

(3/15/26)
BDD  ¶604.1.a

Elect 1 clergy 
& 1 laity to 

AEC 
5/15/26  

(3/15/26)
BDD  ¶604.1.b

Plenary 
to define 

episcopal areas 
June 2026

BDD  ¶604.3

Define 
episcopal areas 

& AECs 
June 2026

BDD  ¶604.3

Interview 
nominees 
June/July

BDD  ¶604.4

Ranked list of 
up to 5

 episcopal 
nominees 
matching 

AEC needs 
7/20/26

BDD  ¶604.4

Ranked 
episcopal 
nominees 
list to GC 
delegates 

7/31/26
BDD  ¶604.4

If ranked, 
sit for video 
interviews 
distributed 
by GMC 
Comms 
7/31/26-

August

If ranked, 
sit for video 
interviews 
distributed 
by GMC 
Comms 
7/31-26-

August

Vote to include up 
to half (3) of the 

interim bishops on 
the general ballot 

with 3/4 threshold. 
Early in GC

BDD  ¶604.8

Vote to elect 1 
nominee per 

episcopal area with 
≥ 60% support. 

BDD  ¶604.5

General ballot 
for election to an 

episcopal area with 
≥60% support.

BDD  ¶604.5

General ballot 
for election to an 

episcopal area with 
≥60% support.

BDD  ¶604.5

Issue additional 
guidance as needed

BDD  ¶604.5

General ballot 
for election to an 

episcopal area with 
≥60% support.

BDD  ¶604.5

General ballot 
for election to an 

episcopal area with 
≥60% support.

BDD  ¶604.5

If ranked, 
sit for video 
interviews 
distributed 
by GMC 
Comms 
7/31/26-

August

If ranked, 
sit for video 
interviews 
distributed 
by GMC 
Comms 
7/31/26-

August

Interview with 
AECs 

June/July
BDD  ¶604.4

Interview with 
AECs

 June/July
BDD  ¶604.4

Interview with 
AECs

 June/July
BDD  ¶604.4

Interview with 
AECs

 June/July
BDD  ¶604.4

Individual 
AECs 

organize,
 convene 
& elect 

leadership 
June/July

BDD  ¶604.4

Provide 
episcopal areas 

proposal to 
AEC plenary 

June 2026
BDD  ¶604.3

Submit info 
request to 

GEC before 
6/1/26

BDD ¶604.1.a

Compile list 
of episcopal 
nominees & 

bishops
6/1/26

BDD ¶604.2

Determine # 
of episcopal areas 

(Early 2026)
 BDD ¶604.3

Bishops 
that respond 

Yes
 BDD ¶604.8

Bishops 
that respond 

Yes
 BDD ¶604.8

Bishops that 
respond Yes

 BDD ¶611

Submit info 
request to 

GEC before 
6/1/26

BDD ¶604.1.a

Submit info 
request to 

GEC before 
6/1/26

BDD ¶604.1.a

Submit info 
request to 

GEC before 
6/1/26

BDD ¶604.1.a

Qualifying ballot 
with 3/4 threshold 
& only 3 moving 

forward.
Early in GC

BDD  ¶604.8

PRIOR TO AUGUST 2026 GENERAL CONFERENCE 2026

2026 Episcopal Election Process


