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Letter from the
President 

Hello fellow ACGA members,‌

     We have started our spring works, which I have been looking forward to all winter. After a drought breaking rain last fall and all time
high cattle prices, it's easy to be in a good mood around here. After traveling around the state this winter to cattle industry functions, I see
a lot of the state has recovered from drought, but I know some places in the eastern part of the state have not been so lucky. Hopefully the
summer rains will hit, we are due.‌
     On another note, the closed Mexican border has been a hot topic this past year. In conversations with the Department of Agriculture, I
have learned that when the border opens, it will be in Arizona first. There are reasons for that decision. First, Sonora has had no findings
of NSW and is geographically isolated from where the outbreak has been found. Secondly, the Sonoran state government and ag
department have a long history of being very progressive on herd health issues. Sonora was TB free before New Mexico actually. I don't
know when the border will begin to open, but it will happen. ACGA does not have policy on trade with Mexico; maybe we should work on
that at the summer convention. Our stance on this issue is we are trusting in the USDA to monitor the situation and, when making the
decision to open, it will not put our native cow herd in jeopardy. Feed yards in the southwest are shutting down because of lack of cattle,
which hurts the industry. Cattle from Mexico have been a small but important part of our industry in the Southwest, and I hope science
and time can return the relationship back to normal. Until then we have to protect our cowherd. Ask some of our senior members about
dealing with the screwworm in the 1960's. They will tell you it was a lot of work and hard on animals. 

Have a great Spring, 

Brian deGanahl‌  
President of Arizona Cattle Growers’ Association 
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CATTLE CALL 
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by‌ ‌
ACGA Executive Director Suzanne Menges 

This month’s column will focus on an important but often postponed or ignored aspect
 of the ranching life: planning. We do practical planningthe daily tasks of our business,
perhaps what workers or family members could be working on, budgeting, and maybe 
succession planning. This year’s convention will help attendees plan in many different ways.

We are happy to have Kaitlynn Glover from the Public Lands Council update us on that organization’s
important work. I’m sure she will be discussing topics such as the newly adopted USDA/Dept. of Interior
MOU signed in late March called the Grazing Action Plan. This MOU outlines how the USFS and the BLM
will cooperate on issues such as vacant allotments, streamlining permitting and using targeted grazing
as a tool to prevent wildfires. All I can say, is “Finally!” We are all interested in learning exactly how this
collaboration will help us strengthen and plan for the future of our operations.

Dr. Amy Ganguli, whom many of you met at the Winter Meeting in February, is also on our speaker
roster. Dr. Ganguli is an Extension Specialist and Professor at the U of A where she serves as the Marley
Endowed Chair for Sustainable Rangeland Stewardship. She specializes in developing management
strategies that are economically viable for ranchers, integrating sound science with the practical realities
of livestock production. I worked closely with Dr. Ganguli on the USDA New World Screwworm grant
project and am very impressed with her commitment to helping the Arizona ranching community plan
in case this annoying and costly pest arrives in our state.

We will also welcome Dr. Leah Madsen, sister to NM Cattle Growers’ Association Past President Loren
Patterson, who will provide tips to prepare for those times when things don’t exactly go as planned! Most
ranchers have experienced some type of physical injury at one time or another. Dr. Madsen will talk
about what you should have on-hand—in a saddlebag, a truck and at home. I heard her speak at an
NMCGA meeting a couple of years ago and filled several pages of notes from her hands-on, practical
knowledge about triaging injuries in remote areas. A board-certified family physician with a ranching
background, she has certainly seen her share of ranching mishaps-and is happy to help us plan our
actions when we are involved in a potentially serious situation. Those first few minutes are key.

The last speaker I will highlight now is Dr. Phillip E. Kaufman, the head of the Department of Entomology
at Texas A&M University. Dr. Kaufman will travel from College Station to share his extensive knowledge.
His research focuses on the development of new pest management tools for livestock and companion
animal systems. Dr. Kaufman has published over 118 peer-reviewed manuscripts and over 85 Extension
publications on issues such as investigating the biology and ecology of pests common in cattle,
insecticide resistance, and how biological control can assist with specific pest management plans. We
are very lucky to have Dr. Kaufman speak to us about New World Screwworm and other parasites.

Don’t forget our Arizona Junior Cattle Club will be hosting the 2nd Annual All-Beef Judging Contest for
ages 8 to 18--a unique opportunity for youth to gain in-depth expertise on cattle traits. Please let your
local FFA and 4H programs know about this contest so they can plan to attend.

Be sure to register soon at: https://www.azcattlegrowers.org/2026-acga-summer-convention 
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Legislave Watch 

 ‌Budget Negotiations Continue to Stall 
Things remained relatively quiet at the Capitol these last few weeks as we continue to wait for a Majority budget proposal to be
introduced. With most policy work behind us, the Legislature has shifted into the budget phase of session, often the most uncertain
stretch, where timelines become less predictable and negotiations largely happen behind closed doors. 
Governor Hobbs recently issued a legislative moratorium, urging House and Senate leadership to put forward a serious budget
proposal and indicating she will veto any bill sent her in the meantime. This signals increasing pressure on leadership to move budget
discussions forward in a meaningful way. 
On April 16, the Finance Advisory Council (FAC) met and delivered a more concerning revenue outlook for the state Updated projections
show a decline from January estimates, dropping from approximately $577 milli‌on in available revenue‌ to around $378 million. These
numbers do not yet account for major policy considerations like tax conformity or ongoing “one-time” expenditures, which will further
complicate b‌udget negotiations. 
According to the F‌AC, several factors are contributing to the softer revenue picture, including global economic instability impacting
energy markets, as well as slowing job growth here in Arizona. Broader federal economic uncertainty also continues to weigh on ‌the
state’s outlook. 
At the Capitol, r‌umors continue to circulate about a potential extended “spring break” once a Majority budget is released. While neither
a budget proposal nor a recess has materialized yet, we are hearing that next week could be a key turning point for both. 
For Arizona’s cattle industry, this phase of session is critical. Budget decisions can directly impact critical programs, water policy, and
rural priorities. We will continue to stay closely engaged and ensure your voice is part of the conversation ‌as negotiations move
forward. 

Legislative Update 
ACGA continues to actively advance our legislation aimed at addressing ongoing challenges with county assessors and ensuring a fair,
predictable process for agricultural property classification. 
With the Governor’s current moratorium in place, we are holding off on final floor action. In the meantime, we have taken advantage of
the additional time to continue productive conversations with stakeholders. Based on that feedback, we anticipate further refinements
in the Senate to strengthen the bills and ensure they strike the right balance. 
Once Senate action is complete, the bills will return to the House for a final vote before heading to the Governor’s desk. 
Given the current status of budget negotiations, which, at this point, have seen limited progress, we have the benefit of time to
continue working these bills through the process thoughtfully. Our focus remains on building broad, bipartisan support and ensuring
the final product reflects both fairness for taxpayers and a workable framework for assessors. 
We will continue to keep members updated as these important reforms move forward. 

-Brittany Bingold‌  
Pivotal Consulting‌  

 Budget Negotiations and Legislative Update
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Remember When? 
Not long ag o, life was affordable,
gas was under $1.00, people said
what they meant and you had
good health insurance with your
agent's number (who answered). 
I can’t change most of above, but I
can offer you “The Best Health
Insurance You Never Heard Of” and
my personal cell number   
(I answer). Try Me!   
Call Steve Savino 480-236-2899 
Savino and Associates Healthcare
Solutions, LLC 
“The Best Health Insurance You
Never Heard Of” 
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Vendors -Keynote Speakers - Trade Show -  
Break-out Sessions - Auction - Reception at Golf

Course - NEW Micro Brewery - NEW Hotel

Thatcher, Arizona
July 22-24

register online: https://www.azcattlegrowers.org/2026-acga-summer-convention

Early Bird Deadline Ends: July 1st







AZ PLC Dues 
Please return this page with your payment.

My Contribution of: $ 

Select one by circling:  Check       or        Credit Card

Credit card #: 

Your Name: 

Your Ranch Name: 

Exp. Date: CVV: 

Select one by circling:  or AZ PLC AUM Dues AZ PLC Supporter 

Pay by check, payable to the Arizona Association of Conservation Districts and mail to 222 South Mill Ave., Suite
800, Box 49, Tempe, AZ 85281. Your payment will be in an account restricted account for PLC dues only. 
Please note “AZ PLC AUM Dues” on the memo line of your check or “AZ PLC Supporter”.

Via the AZ PLC Fiscal Agent, Arizona Association of Conservation Districts

       If you graze on public lands, your voice matters and the Public Lands Council (PLC) is working on your behalf in
Washington, D.C. to protect grazing, defend working lands and advocate for producers across the West. PLC represents
thousands of ranchers who rely on federal grazing permits and works daily to ensure our industry stays on the land and part of
the conversation.
     Now is the time to pay your AZ PLC dues. Maintaining your AUM-based dues ensures Arizona retains its voting
representation at the national level, including delegate seats that directly influence decisions impacting public lands ranchers.
These dues help fund the advocacy, education and outreach efforts that keep producers informed and protected in an ever-
changing regulatory environment.
      While the traditional AUM-based structure remains in place, there is now also an option to contribute as a supporter,
offering flexibility for producers and industry partners who want to stay involved.
        Dues are now processed through the Arizona Association of Conservation Districts (AACD), serving as the fiscal agent to
ensure efficient and transparent handling of funds.
        Please complete the form below and return it with your payment. Your continued support helps ensure Arizona ranchers
remain represented, informed and heard, where it matters most.

AZ PLC Dues – Keep Your Voice at the Table
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Sign up for the Public Lands Council’s Newsletters: https://publiclandscouncil.org/news-media/newsletters
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Stephen Williams of Elgin, an Arizona native, was recently confirmed as a livestock industry representative
to the Livestock Loss Board (LLB). Mr. Williams, with a background in wildlife and rangeland management,
worked for 31 years at the Arizona State Land Department in the Range Section and Natural Resources
Division. He will serve a 4 year term. He plans to use his administrative experience to improve LLB
processes, as needed, to serve livestock producers applying for program financial assistance.
The 9 member LLB was created in 2015 by the Arizona Legislature to address depredation of wolves on
livestock operations. Three represent the livestock industry. Two represent wildlife conservation. One is a
livestock auction market owner. One is a University faculty member who has expertise in agriculture and life
sciences. The director of the Arizona Department of Agriculture. The director of the Arizona Game and Fish
Department.
A livestock compensation fund was also established consisting of federal monies, legislative appropriations
from the state general fund, public and private grants and private donations.
The compensation fund was established for compensating landowners, lessees and livestock operators for
wolf depredation on livestock, implementing avoidance measures to prevent wolf depredation on livestock,
participating in a pay for presence program, and carcass removal.
The LLB meets monthly to review submitted claims. Information about the board can be obtained at its
website (azllb.com).

STEPHEN WILLIAMS

Congratulations to Tim Petersen for his appointment to the Arizona Beef Council’s Board of Directors!
Tim began his career as an Arizona Certified Real Estate Appraiser. In that role, he managed a team of
23 appraisers and completed property valuations for lending institutions throughout the state. His
work included single-family homes, multi-family properties, small commercial sites, proposed
construction, Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae, Department of HUD, farms, ranches, agricultural land and
complex rural holdings in multiple Arizona counties. He also developed specialized knowledge in
water rights, agricultural values, land use and market trends, while serving as an expert witness in
Superior Court cases involving bankruptcy, divorce, eminent domain and other property matters.
From there, Tim expanded into real estate development and contracting. He helped create
subdivisions, custom homes, rural estates, cattle properties, equine facilities and land improvement
projects in Yavapai County and Maricopa County. 
In more recent years, Tim has focused on cattle ranching and restoring large ranch properties in
Yavapai, Maricopa and La Paz Counties. He is the founder of Natures Fed Cattle Company and AZ
Grass Raised Beef. His ranching operations have included private deeded land, Arizona State Trust
Land leases, Bureau of Land Management allotments, National Forest grazing permits and large-scale
cattle operations throughout the state.
Tim is the current President of Yavapai County Farm Bureau and Vice President of Arizona Cattle
Growers’ Association. Through every chapter of his career, Tim has remained dedicated to supporting
ranchers and protecting the land for the future of Arizona agriculture. 

TIM PETERSEN

ACGA Recommendations are Successful
ACGA nominated these two extraordinary men for their positions. We are thrilled they were successful in

locking in the positions.  Stephen Williams and Tim Petersen have extensive experience and qualifications,
and we were very happy to support them as representatives of ACGA.



FROM THE 
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C. Curtis Cable, Jr.‌
Marketing Specialist, Cooperative Extension Service‌

College of Agriculture, University of Arizona 

48 YEARS AGO ...

Americans love hamburgers... they are good, easy to cook and
relatively inexpensive. They are a favorite for picnics and
backyard cook-outs, and "the hamburger" simplifies preparation
and serving of the main course at many fast-food eating
places. Also, ground beef is used in numerous other meat
dishes by housewives and restaurant chefs.
The popularity of "hamburger meat" has increased at such a
rapid pace in recent years that some are saying "we are
becoming a hamburger society." Does this mean that we
Americans are demanding more and more hamburgers
because we actually prefer them? If this is the case, there are
important implications for cow-calf ranchers, cattle feeders,
packer wholesalers, retailers and all other segments of the
cattle-beef industry. For example, which breed of cattle is the
most efficient producer of hamburger meat? Will it be
necessary to feed grain to cattle that are eventually going
through the meat grinder? Many similar questions could be
listed. And, if during the next five years it becomes more
evident that "we are becoming a hamburger society," these
questions must be answered... by "trial and error" and research.
However, before devoting a lot of time and effort to answering
these questions, I think it is important to consider whether or
not we are definitely becoming a hamburger society.. that is,
are we going to demand larger and larger quantities of ground
beef in relation to other beef cuts.
At this point in time I am not convinced that this will happen..
certainly not in the near future. It is my contention that
hamburger is currently very popular because 1) it is being
produced in relatively larger quantities than in the late 1960s
and early 1970s, and 2) as a consequence it is being priced
relatively lower than other beef cuts to encourage consumption.
Larger volumes of hamburger have been produced be cause
annual cattle slaughter and beef production have been all time
highs for the last three successive years - 1974, 1975, and
1976. In 1976 the U.S. slaughtered 42.7 million head of cattle,

producing 25.7 billion pounds of beef. The number slaughtered
was 27 percent greater than the 33.7 million killed in 1973, and
beef output was 22 percent greater than the 21.1 billion pounds
produced in 1973.
Cattle and beef industry people know the reasons for this
pronounced increase in cattle slaughter. They are numerous and
interrelated, but it finally comes down to the fact that when cow-
calf ranchers are losing money, they sell-off a greater than usual
number of cows and keep fewer replacement heifers. 
Also, when feeding becomes unprofitable, a greater than usual
number of calves and yearlings bypass the feedlot and go directly
to slaughter.
An indication of the extent to which this has occurred since 1973
is shown in Figure 1. Almost 30 million cows were slaughtered
during the three-year period 1974-76, compared to 19 million total
in the three previous years.
Also, almost 18 million non-fed steers and heifers were
slaughtered in 1974-76, compared to less than 5 million total in
1971-73. It seems logical that the big increase in cattle slaughter
numbers, plus the proportional changes in kinds and classes of
cattle going to slaughter has greatly increased the supply of
hamburger meat in relation to other cuts.
From the standpoint of consumers, hamburger has been a
relatively good buy the past three years. The U.S. average retail
price for hamburger meat reached a high of $1.10 per pound in
early 1974, whereas retail prices for beef cuts such as
porterhouse and round steak, and rib, rump and chuck roast
peaked in the summer of 1975. Prices for pork chops, bacon and
other pork cuts reached highs in the fall of 1975.
Referring to Figure 2, it is evident that the price for hamburger has
trended downward since early 1974. I would argue that this was
necessary to "clear the market" of the relatively large supplies of
ground beef.
In contrast, there has been an irregular but definite upward trend
in the price of porterhouse steak since late 1973 and early 1974.
This is probably because the supply of this particular cut was
relatively scarce in 1974-76, whereas there was a surplus of
"hamburger type" beef. 
In order to move the surplus of hamburger type beef into
consumption, it has to be processed into a product that receives
widespread consumer acceptance, and it has to be priced
attractively. I think this has been occuring since late 1973... the
industry has been "grinding" its way out of a surplus beef
situation, and consumers are responding by eating more and
more ground beef which is relative low in price.
My basic argument is that the current popularity of hamburger is
based on necessities... not preferences. It has been necessary for
cattle producers to sell-off the large, price-depressing surplus of
beef animals, and because of the necessity to stretch their food-
buying dollar, consumers have cooperated by buying more and
more hamburger.
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CATTLELOG VAULT
47 YEARS AGO ...

When the down-side of the current cattle cycle ends and a new
cycle begins with cow herd expansion, I am sure less hamburger
will be produced relative to other beef cuts. In turn, this should
reduce the price difference between hamburger and steaks. And, if
the demand for beef remains strong, some consumers will buy
less hamburger and more of the higher-priced beef cuts.
I realize my logic may be wrong. However, I think we will have to
be at least one year into the next cycle before sufficient price and
beef products data are available to decide if I am right or wrong.
This is likely to be three or more years from now. Therefore, during
this period I would urge cattlemen to keep close tabs on retail
prices for hamburger and other beef cuts.
If consumers really prefer hamburger, they will bid the price up
appreciably compared to other beef cuts. This is the clue that the
cow-calf rancher should use in deciding if he should change over
to hamburger-type cows.
Despite predictions that by 1990, the nation's diet will be 65%
ground beef product, American cattlemen continue to produce for
a steak market.
There is a question that a cattleman must ask regarding his future
plans in raising his cattle: As the demand for ground beef
continues to rise, is it economically feasible for a rancher to raise
his cattle for hamburger?
Three men at the University of California-Davis are trying to
answer that question. Ken Ellis, Cooperative Extension Service
animal scientist, and Bill Garrett, animal nutritionist, are working
on a special experiment with some not-so-special beef animals.
It all began when a Modoc County, California rancher, Bob Byrne,
decided to give up his own money and cattle to research the
concept of raising beef for America's large hamburger demand.
In the first phase of the experiment, the calves, primarily Hereford,
intermingled with a few crossbreds, were split into two groups. For
testing, half of the calves were left as bulls and half were steered.
The calves were then weaned and brought to the University of
California-Davis feedlot in January 1978, where Ellis and Garrett
began their feeding program.
Ellis felt that an ideal "hamburger steer" would be a faster-growing
animal fed a lower energy ration. Subsequently, Garrett placed half
of the steers on a medium-energy ration and half on a high-energy
ration. The bulls were fed the same. On the medium-energy ration,
the cattle were given just enough feed to promote growth, but not
fat.
The cattle were then fed a "common feedlot ration" that consisted
of alfalfa hay, oat hay, barley, molasses, fat, trace mineral salt,
dicalcium phosphate, calcium chloride, gypsum, urea and Vitamin
A.
Weights and feed consumption of the cattle was record-ed, and
half of each group was killed when their efficiency of gain showed
the beginning of fat deposition. At present, the process for adding
final pounds to a potentially heavier animal is expensive.

Ellis reported that there was a difference in the group's overall
performance: weight gain, feed conversion and carcass
composition.
At slaughter, the average steer weighed between 850-900 pounds,
with the bull's weights slightly heavier. Of the four groups, ¾
graded Good, and ¼ graded Choice.
According to Ellis, the high-energy rationed bulls were the most
efficient and returned the most profit. The medium-energy bulls
followed in efficiency, with the high-energy Steers and medium-
energy steers returning the least profit of the bunch. Due to higher
testosterone levels, a bull will always grow faster and leaner than a
steer.
Ellis stated that lighter slaughter weights may not be an answer to
cheaper beef, since it costs about the same to kill and bone a
small animal as it does a larger one. Higher quality cuts also end
up too small for commercial market
Data kept on the ground beef percentage and fat percentage
showed that the fat found in the ground beef from these cattle
was "quite acceptable." Local restaurants and fast-food outlets
were given the beef for a "taste-test" and were "very pleased" with
the flavor and texture of the
Although the cost of processing the carcasses and feeding are to
be compared with the returns in the various methods of marketing,
this project will not yield all answers to whether hamburger beef"
will be economical.
These tests are also being conducted to draw attention to the
trend of the amount of beef being used in ground form and going
to market without a grade.
Ellis is still not sure if it will be more practical to retain the high
price cuts and grind only part of the carcass or grind the whole
carcass.
A lot depends on the availability of beef and the market situation,
and Ellis explained that it is important that more methods and
alternatives are explored to produce cattle for hamburger. Next, he
will be feeding some Exotic Breeds and Holstein cattle to compare
the Modoc County group. 
Exact cost comparisons and specific data on this research will not
be available until Ellis and Garrett can compare the Exotic and
Holstein cattle with the group already processed.
Meanwhile, it is necessary that cattlemen at least know that these
experiments are underway, because the results may predict his
future in producing beef.
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Willcox, Arizona 
  Sale every Thursday 9:00am 

W i l l c o x  
  

Serving Arizona & New Mexico with a good, strong weekly market! 

L i v e s t o c k   A u c t i o n 

February 19, 2026 
STEERS HEIFERS 

For more information call 
Office - (520) 384 - 2206
Sonny - (520) 507 - 2134   
Fax - (520) 384 - 3955   
1020 N Haskell Ave.   
Willcox, AZ 85644   
PO Box 1117 

Call or visit our website for
special sales. You can review

our auction online at
www.dvauction.com 

3 BLK 
2  BLK 

5 BLK WF 
4  ENGLISH X 
9  ENGLISH X 

15 BLK WF 
6 BLK 

4 ENGLISH X 
14 BLK WF 

3 BLK 

355 
375 
395 
449 
44 4 
528 
539 
50 6 
562 
605 

$675.00 
$665.00 
$625.00 
$558.00 
$552.00 
$497.00 
$502.50 
$504.00 
$461.00 
$438.00 

3 ENGLISH X 
3  ENGLISH X 
7 ENGLISH X 

10 BLK 
3 BLK WF 

8 BLK 
3 BLK 

2 RED WF 
4 BLK 
5 RED 

345 
402 
406 
4 31 
475 
310 
50 5 
615 
62 9 
652 

$510.00 
$500.00 
$492.50 
$480.00 
$474.00 
$427.00 
$424.00 
$394.00 
$387.00 
$368.00 

www.willcoxlivestockauction.com 18 
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Greens Plan to Sue Over
Grazing in AZ

Conservation Area‌  

Agua Fria National Monument in Arizona. Bob Wick/BLM‌

      The Center for Biological Diversity and Maricopa Bird Alliance
announced  in late March that they intended to sue the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over
cattle grazing in Arizona’s Las Cienegas National Conservation
Area.‌ ‌
    “Endangered birds, fish and other animals desperately need
these wild places,” said Chris Bugbee of the Center. “The sensitive
habitats that Las Cienegas was created to protect are being
trashed, not just by cows but also by federal incompetence.”‌  ‌
     The conservation area  comprises  more than 45,000 acres in
southeastern Arizona and includes a working cattle ranch,  Empire
Ranch,  that has been established since the 1860s. BLM is
authorized to allow livestock grazing in “appropriate areas” in the
conservation area, as designated under a 2003 Resource
Management Plan (RMP).‌ ‌
       The Notice of Intent to Sue alleges the agencies have violated
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Administrative
Procedure Act by allowing unlawful livestock grazing in the
conservation area, specifically the Cienega Creek and Empire
Gulch. The documents claim that the 2003 RMP for the area is not
being followed, and that the biological opinions in effect are
based on “false assumptions,” including that cattle are excluded
from riparian critical habitat.‌  ‌
     The groups contended that because of unauthorized cattle
grazing, endangered species have been negatively impacted,
including the northern Mexican garter snakes, Western yellow-
billed cuckoo, southwestern willow flycatcher, Chiricahua leopard
frog, Gila chub and Gila topminnow.‌ ‌
     “Our public lands are being treated like discount feedlots,
where endangered species have to compete with cows for
dwindling water and habitat,” Bugbee said.‌  ‌
    The groups called for the agencies to immediately enjoin
livestock grazing and the grazing authorizations, as well as to
vacate and remand the previous biological opinions. The notice
also pressed for a new consultation under the ESA Section 7.‌ ‌
       The conservation groups gave the agencies 60 days to respond
to the alleged legal violations before the groups will file suit.‌  

     ‌Beef imports increased 18% year over year in 2025. Total beef imports
have increased sharply due to declining U.S. beef production and high
prices as the current market developed. Total beef imports are up 61.4%
since 2022. A variety of beef products are imported from a number of
different countries.‌   ‌
     Much of the imported beef is lean processing beef used to support
ground beef production in the U.S. Imported lean beef supplements
domestic supplies of fatty trimmings from fed cattle and lean beef from
cull cows and bulls. Fed steers and heifers produce 150 or more pounds of
fatty trimmings which must be mixed with lean beef to make ground beef.‌ ‌
         For example, it takes 7 lbs. of 90% lean beef to mix with a single pound
of 50% trimmings from fed cattle to formulate an 85% lean ground beef
mixture. Without imported beef, it would be impossible to maintain
ground beef supplies in the U.S. Per capita ground beef supplies in 2025
were estimated at 29.4 lbs., 49% of per capita retail beef consumption of
59.8 lbs.  ‌

    Figure 1 shows that 52% of beef imports consist of beef trimmings.
Nearly every source of beef imports includes significant proportions of
trimmings (Figure 2). Australia was the largest source of beef imports and
the largest source of beef trim, accounting for 31.5% of imported trim.‌            
New Zealand was the No. 5 source of beef imports but the second largest
source of beef trimmings (16.7%) because 82.2% of beef from New
Zealand is trimmings. Brazil is the second largest source of imports and
accounted for 15.7% of imported trimmings. Canada and Uruguay each
contributed just under 11% of beef trimmings.‌ ‌

        Some portion of the 21% of imports in the form of primal/subprimals
are also used for ground beef production. In other cases, the
primal/subprimals are used as muscle cuts. The majority of
primal/subprimals are imported from Canada and Australia.‌   ‌
        Imported beef cuts make up 18% of beef imports and may be used in
either retail grocery or food service. Mexico accounts for over 50% of
imported beef cuts, much of which is sold in retail grocery markets.‌      
Imported cuts from Brazil, Australia or other countries are more likely
used in food service. Minor amounts of edible offals (mostly Mexico) and
cooked beef products (mostly Brazil and Canada) are imported as well. 

Taking a Look at Beef
Imports 

By: Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University‌
‌Extension, livestock marketing specialist‌  By:  Anna Miller Fortozo, WLJ managing editor 

https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/lawsuit-launched-to-protect-arizona-endangered-species-conservation-area-from-trespassing-cattle-2026-03-25/
https://www.blm.gov/national-conservation-lands/arizona/las-cienegas
https://empireranchfoundation.org/empire-ranch-history/overview/
https://empireranchfoundation.org/empire-ranch-history/overview/
https://www.wlj.net/author/annamiller/


Cross Word puzzle

America 250th: Ranchers Ride for Freedom 
Color this page and send it in for your chance to be‌ ‌

featured in the July 2026 Cattlelog! 
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Ranch Rascals
MATRIARCH, COFFEEPOT, LEDGER, HANDKERCHIEF, MEALTIME, GARDEN 

MENDING, PICKUP, SUNRISE, LULLABY, HOMESTEAD, STRENGTH 

Spot the 10 Differences
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Developing the Next‌
‌Generation: YCC 

By: Amanda Pruznak 

This page is sponsored by The Arizona Cattle Industry Research and Education Foundation 

On February 28, the Arizona Cattle Industry Foundation held a rollover auction in cooperation with the Elite Angus Bull Sale at
Marana Stockyards, generating $14,000 for the Foundation’s Scholarship Fund. Lance & Kristin Knight / Diamond K Ranch donated

a Registered Angus heifer.
 

     ACGA would like to introduce you to our Young Cattlemen’s Conference
(YCC) participants, Amber Morin and Timm Klump. Amber is a second-
generation southern Arizona public lands rancher and conservation
professional, serving as Southern Arizona Program Director for the Arizona
Association of Conservation Districts and Chair of the Arizona Public Lands
Council. She focuses on supporting producers through conservation efforts
and partnerships across the region including projects like the Fort
Huachuca Sentinel Landscape. Timm Klump is a fifth-generation Arizona
rancher. His ranch is in Cochise County, Arizona. He has five brothers who
all work alongside him and his dad on their ranches, a story that is not
often heard of in the ranching community. Amber and Timm received
support to attend the 2026 conference from the Arizona Cattle Industry
Research and Education Foundation. 
     YCC builds perspective by giving producers a better understanding of
the challenges the industry is facing. The program gives participants the
chance to see how everything connects from cow-calf operations, to
feedyards, packing plants, retail and policy. They will come back with a
broader view of the industry and a better understanding of how Arizona
fits into the bigger picture of ranching. Amber and Timm will travel across
multiple states, starting in Denver, Colorado, seeing different operations
and meeting the people behind them. They will also spend time in
Washington, D.C., where they sit down with decision-makers and get a
firsthand look at how policy affects what we do on the ground. 
     The Young Cattlemen’s Conference, hosted by the National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association, has been around since 1980 and is one of the strongest
leadership programs our industry has to offer. At its core, it’s built to do one
thing, give the next generation of cattle producers a real look at the entire
beef industry and prepare them to step into leadership roles. Amber and
Timm head to Denver at the end of May, then they go to Iowa and South
Dakota then end in Washington, D.C. at Capitol Hill over a ten-day
timespan. ACGA is so proud of these two young members, and we cannot
wait to see Amber and Timm grow and flourish from what they learn and
bring back to Arizona. We will get an update once they return! 
 



  by Bryce Angell 
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I shifted into granny, then I hopped back on the hay and‌
‌let the tractor pull the wagon on that winter day.‌   

The horses milled around be‌hind and‌ tried to reach the‌
‌feed. I kicked the hay bales off each side and gave them‌

‌what they’d need.‌   
You could hear the horses chomping down, all lined up‌
‌in a row. Their nostrils blowing steam while eating hay‌

‌right off the snow.‌   
Our horses all looked plenty sound, especially one big‌
‌roan. I’d seen too many horses in the winter, skin and‌

‌bone.‌   
I‌ wondered why the roan had put on so much extra‌

‌weight. He was no easy keeper. Looking fat was not his‌
‌trait.‌   

So, I finished up the feeding and sat down to watch‌
‌them eat. That’s when the roan did something, to the‌

‌likes you couldn’t‌ beat.‌  
The‌ crazy roan let out a snort and scared Dad’s Bay‌

‌away. Then straddled the alfalfa, urinated on the hay. 
Had I really witnessed why the sly roan was so‌

‌overweight? He’d learned to get some extra food. Just‌
‌had to micturate.‌  

I watched the other horses, guessing what a horse‌
‌would do, as they passed up all the flavored hay, while‌

‌the big roan ate that too.‌   
I’ve heard of spitting in your drink. I can’t say that will‌
‌work. But the roan was such a wiseacre, I swear I saw‌

‌him smirk.‌   
I had to wonder how the big roan’s brain could figure‌
‌out. I’d watched him do the dirty deed. He was guilty‌

‌without doubt.‌   
But, we couldn’t let one greedy horse eat all the horses’‌

‌hay. So, we penned him in ‌the corral, and there the
selfish horse would stay.‌    

The hungry roan was smart enough to steal the hay
away. But did he have a clue why he was corralled away

that day? 
We fed the roan his hay and straw, kept track of what he

ate. We put him on a diet. Soon enough he lost the
weight.‌   

I tried to be observant, feeding horses every day. And
from then on he never urinated on the hay. 

So, I’ll give the old roan credit, how he planned his little
trick. And I must admit his reasoning was pretty

doggone slick.‌  

The Roan EMPT Y SADDLES 
     Jeffrey Scott Homack began his 
adventure on August 27, 1975. 
He was reunited with his angel 
brother, Peter Homack, on Friday 
April 3, 2026. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Meaghan Homack, and 
the bright star of their lives, son 
Blake. Surviving family members 
include his parents, Carolyn and 
Jeffrey Hamack, and siblings: 
Thomas Homack, Kelly Homack Parks (Jake), and Donald (Katie)
Homack. 
    Growing up, Jeff and his family split time between Tucson and
the family ranch. While at Salpointe High school, Jeff played
soccer and baseball. For anyone lucky enough to meet Jeff, you
instantly saw his passion and support for all things Arizona Red
and Blue. Jeff was a proud member of the University of Arizona.
Besides attending many sporting events as he could to show his
support for his beloved university, Jeff was a member of Phi
Gamma Delta (Fiji). His political science degree opened the world
of finance for him, first in Phoenix and then in California. While in
California, Jeff fell in love with surfing and anything beach
related. His favorite California spot was New Port Beach. Jeff
eventually returned home to help manage the family cattle ranch
as President of Bonita Ranch, Inc.
   Jeff was proud to be a member of the Cochise/Graham
Cattlemen’s Association. He was honored to help promote,
protect, and advance the Arizona cattle industry during his term
as President. Jeff was full of passion, believing in the love of his
family, the ranch, and all things U of A related. Bear Down!
Instead of flowers, please consider doing an act of kindness or
donating to your favorite charity in Jeff Homack’s memory.
 Irish Blessing meant for hard times: 

May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sunshine warm upon your face, the rain falls soft upon
your fields, and until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Jeffrey Scott Homack
August 27, 1975- April 3, 2026 



     ‌Prior to the border closing in November 2024, U.S. imports of
Mexican cattle had averaged 1.18 million head annually in the previous
decade (Figure 1) and 1.12 million head per year in the previous 35
years. Mexican cattle imports equaled 3.4% of the total U.S. calf crop
from 2015-24 and 3.1% since 1990. The brief border opening in 2025
allowed about 230,000 head to cross, 0.7% of the 2025 calf crop.‌  ‌
    Figure 2 shows the average seasonal pattern of Mexican cattle imports
from 2019-23. The typical pattern is bimodal with peaks in March and
again in November/December. Calves carried over from the previous
year are typically exported in the first half of the year with relatively few
exported in the heat of the summer. New crop calves start to be
exported in the final months of the year, carrying over into the next
year.‌ ‌
    Figure 3 shows the distribution Mexican cattle imports by port in 2023,
the last year with a fully open border. The largest port is Santa Teresa,
NM, which accounted for nearly 43% of cattle crossing. Along with the
Columbus port, New Mexico accounted for over 53% of total cattle
imports. The ports at Nogales and Douglas in Arizona represented
another 27.5% of cattle crossings. The six ports in Texas accounted for a
total of 19.2% of total Mexican cattle imports. The largest Texas port is
Presidio/Ojinaga with 7.7% of the total.‌    ‌
    Rumors are currently swirling that the border could open soon,
probably with the phased plan to open ports from west to east over
time. How much and how fast can cattle imports recover? How fast is …
not very. It will take several weeks for border facilities to restaff and
have USDA personnel in place to inspect and clear paperwork for
crossing cattle. It takes time (and cost) for Mexican producers to
prepare cattle and the paperwork needed for crossing.‌  ‌
     It’s not clear how aggressive Mexican producers will be initially until
they have a sense of how stable the border situation might be. By the
time that cattle can begin crossing it will be close to the heat of
summer, which is likely to limit crossings. If it starts relatively soon,
numbers of cattle imports could begin to recover significantly by fall.‌ ‌
     Exactly what that recovery looks like, and the numbers expected, is
uncertain. Mexico has continued to adapt since the border has been
closed, utilizing previously exported cattle in domestic markets. Mexico
has developed significant cattle feeding and packing infrastructure in
the past 25 or so years.‌  ‌
    More infrastructure investment is underway. Mexico is the eighth
largest beef-producing country and the seventh largest beef-consuming
country. Mexico is the No. 11 beef-exporting country and beef exports
have grown more than 10 times in the past 20 years.‌ ‌
     U.S. imports of Mexican cattle are part of an increasingly integrated
cattle and beef trade relationship between Mexico and the U.S. Mexican
cattle imports have been important for many decades. In the 1980s,
Mexico became a significant beef export market for the U.S and is
currently the No. 3 beef export market (Figure 4).‌  ‌
     More recently, after 2010, Mexico has become a significant source of
U.S. beef imports, currently the No. 4 source of beef imports (Figure 4).
Cattle and beef trade between the U.S. and Mexico are interrelated
markets so the current disruption in cattle movement across the border
may have a variety of impacts in the future.‌  24

The Basics of Cattle Imports and Exports in Mexico 
By: Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist   

Republished with the permission from Western Livestock Journal 
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Ranching by the Numbers
by: Amanda Pruznak 

     For Arizona ranchers, 2026 has brought exceptionally strong cattle prices, particularly for cow‑calf and
feeder cattle operations. USDA and university market data show fed cattle prices averaging roughly $235–
242 per hundredweight (cwt) in 2026, up about 8% from 2025, while feeder cattle prices are running near
$355–360 per cwt, levels that are among the highest ever recorded in nominal terms. National calf prices
illustrate the magnitude of the increase: average prices rose from roughly $360 per cwt in early 2025 to
over $520 per cwt by early 2026, reflecting intense demand driven by the smallest U.S. cattle herd since
the early 1950s. Persistent drought across the Southwest, including large portions of Arizona, has slowed
herd rebuilding, further tightening supplies and supporting higher prices for ranchers selling calves and
feeder cattle.

     Despite these high market prices, profitability for Arizona ranchers remains uneven because
production costs are also elevated. Feed, water, land, labor and equipment costs remain well above
pre‑pandemic levels, and drought pressure continues to limit grazing capacity in many areas of the state.
Still, current market conditions favor producers more than other segments of the beef supply chain:
ranchers captured roughly 54–55% of the retail beef dollar in 2025, while beef packers experienced
sustained negative margins, indicating that a larger share of today’s high beef prices is flowing back to
producers rather than processors. Most USDA and university outlooks project that Arizona‑relevant cattle
prices will remain historically strong through at least 2027, with meaningful price softening unlikely until
herd rebuilding accelerates and drought conditions improve across the region.

Sited: USDA-NASS and BeefPriceTracker.org



27

    ‌This is a story about some very special people in my life, a story
about a prominent and historic brand, and a story about a special
day.‌
    Fred Fritz Sr., born in 1857 and the son of German immigrants,
started the XXX Ranch and brand in June of 1888 on the lower
Blue River near Clifton, Arizona. He operated the ranch until his
passing in 1916. Much of his illness prior to his death was
attributed to a near-fatal grizzly bear attack in the steep canyons
along the Blue River.‌
    Fritz Jr. (Freddie), born in 1895, took over the ranch in the early
1900s and continued running it until he sold the ranch in 1976.
The ranch was sold to Sewell Goodwin, but not the brand. Rather,
Freddie passed the brand on before his death in 1989 to his niece,
Sue Cosper.‌
    My mother, Rose, whose maiden name was Cosper, had a great-
grandfather, Tolls Cosper, who was among the first to settle the
upper Blue River, much like Fritz Sr. did on the lower Blue in the
late 1800s. Rose was a third-generation rancher on the upper Blue
and had cattle on her VM Ranch her entire life. When my mother
passed away in late 2024, I took her remaining Blue River–raised
cows and brought them to my place in Winslow.‌
    In late January 2026, my mother’s cousin, Sue Cosper, contacted
me and asked if I would take the XXX brand that had belonged to
Freddie. She asked that I keep it, use it on my cattle, pass it on to
my sons, and continue its legacy. I am deeply honored and
grateful to have such a unique piece of history.‌
     When my sons and family branded calves in the spring of 2026,
it marked 50 years since Freddie branded his last calves in 1976. It
also marked the 138th year of the brand’s existence. In addition,
the cattle are offspring of my mother’s upper Blue VM Ranch,
located along the same river as Freddie’s former XXX Ranch on the
lower Blue.‌
    Like my mother and her mother, Kathrine, who both named
many of their cattle, I have continued the tradition. I named some
of the calves in honor of my mom, Rose, including one named
“Rosie.” In honor of Mr. Fritz, one is named “Freddie,” and in
honor of my mother’s cousin Sue, who entrusted me with the XXX
brand, one is named “Cosper.”‌
    I am very proud to carry on the traditions and legacies of my
mother, Rose, and my friend, Freddie. 

By: Duane Coleman 
The XXX Brand

On March 23, 2026, the Cochise Graham Cattle Growers
Association, in conjunction with the Willcox Livestock Auction,
held a calf rollover to benefit the Wolves Among Us campaign. For
those of you who aren’t familiar with this organization, we would
ask that you go to their website, wolvesamongus.org to learn
more about the devastating impact the wolf reintroduction has
had on Arizona’s and neighboring New Mexico’s livestock industry,
wildlife populations and our fellow ranchers.
Members of the CGCGA would like to thank Sonny Shores and the
whole crew with the Willcox Livestock Auction for their ongoing
support of the ranching community and their continued
dedication to assist in the issues we face as an industry.
We would also like to thank John and Jo Beth Ladd for donating
the heifer calf that ultimately raised $18,121.23 for the Wolves
Among Us campaign. Their contribution is greatly appreciated.
For all those who generously donated to the calf rollover, we
deeply appreciate each of you for your financial support and
interest of the Wolves Among Us organization.

With sincere thanks,
CGCGA Membership

Cochise–Graham Cattle
Growers Rally Support
for Wolves Among Us 
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 We’ve all had those days, sometimes weeks, months, or even years
that it seems that no matter what happens you are working backwards.
You’re constantly on the go with no rest in sight. I feel that is part of the
ranching lifestyle, something that we all sign up for, but sometimes it
seems excessive.
Most people don’t realize what we go through to put a nutritious and
delicious steak or hamburger on their plate. Some people want to
complain about the price of beef, but they don’t realize the countless
hours we spend hauling water, feeding, chopping ice, gathering,
moving, and caring for our cattle. They don’t know how we fight
predators, doctor calves, supply minerals for both cattle and wildlife,
create and maintain viable waters, fix and build fences, maintain and
create infrastructure to better manage grazing, and the countless other
jobs ranchers have. They don’t see us losing sleep to help heifers calve,
worry and pray about moisture, fight to pay our bills, the heartbreaking
and heartwarming moments, and just survive the daily grind. On top of
all of this, we have to convince people that we aren’t hurting the
environment and that beef is healthy. Many people think that the
ranching way of life is very romantic. They don’t have a clue what it
entails or the exhaustion we feel. Right now, I feel my world revolves
around predators and trying to protect our way of life. The exhaustion I
feel is extensive, but it isn’t any different from anyone else who ranches.

Ranch Rules From Out of the Blue 
By: Ginger Cheney 

 Just remember that you aren’t alone. I have been very humbled in
the last few years at the fellow ranchers who want to help with the
problems I face. We all have so much on our plates, but we also
have one of the best communities. Neighbor, friend, associates, etc.
means so much more in ranching. I’m so thankful that I get to be
part of the ranching community. The exhaustion may be real, but
our brotherhood is the best.

Exhaustion

The Public Lands Council (PLC) is inviting grazing permittees and lessees to participate in an upcoming Grazing Industry Roundtable in
Arizona, focused on improving communication and addressing challenges on federal lands.
The roundtable will bring together producers with leadership from the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management to create an open
line of dialogue centered on practical, on-the-ground solutions. This effort supports the USDA and Department of the Interior Grazing Industry
Plan released last fall, which emphasizes collaboration, transparency, and improved administration of federal grazing programs.
Designed as a working discussion, the roundtable will provide permittees the opportunity to share direct feedback on existing regulations,
guidance, and day-to-day program management. Topics will include identifying areas for improvement, strengthening communication
between agencies and producers, and ensuring that real-world experiences are reflected in decision-making.
For those operating on federal allotments, this is a valuable opportunity to engage directly with agency leadership and be part of the
conversation shaping future management of grazing programs. Input gathered during the roundtable will help inform ongoing efforts to
improve program effectiveness.
The discussion will be moderated by PLC staff and leadership, with a focus on productive, solution-oriented conversation.
Permittees and affiliate partners are encouraged to attend. Please RSVP in advance to receive location details and additional event
information.

PLC Grazing Roundtable Brings Producers and
Agencies Together



We had some fantastic meetings with some people who have the ability to make some positive changes. Our group
discussed wolves, screwworms, fires, water rights, undue economic hardship, NEPA, endangered species, vacant
allotments, primitive areas, feral animals, and persecution by federal employees. These were the main talking points,
but usually led to more discussions. The good part was we had discussions with people who actually took notes and
have already had many follow-ups. When someone has conversations like these, it gives a person some hope. We had
some great meetings on the hill and it truly makes one appreciate the good politicians we have who are actually
working for us like Congressman Gosar and his staff along with others.  
We had some very productive meetings at USDA with Undersecretary Michael Boren and Undersecretary Dudley
Hoskins. We attended Ag. Day and were there for the unveiling of the Product of the USA label by Secretary Brooke
Rollins. We also met with FWS Director Brian Nesvik and Deputy Secretary of the Interior Kate MacGregor. We had a lot
of other great meetings with some influential people, but one of the best was with SBA. They’ve been helping us since
last year with the wolves. A person never knows when something will come about from a simple conversation.
This doesn’t scratch the surface of the meetings, the people, and all of the great discussions we’ve had. Please know
that you do have a voice and people fighting for you. There are people in high places that want to do what is best, but
they need our support. We’ll keep fighting, because American agriculture is worth it!
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By: Ginger Cheney 

Laurie Schneberger, Caroline Nelson, Kelly Goss, and Katherine Brooks from New Mexico and Barbara Marks and I
from Arizona went to be a voice for ranchers in Washington D.C. at the end of March. After a few meetings, we became
known as the Desperate Ranchwives. Desperate to be heard and to try and make a positive change for ranching in the
west. We later joined another group who had some amazing people like Jim and Sue Chilton.

Washington D.C. March 2026
Ranch Rules From Out of the Blue 



Cowbelles Update 
       ‌It was so nice to have a cool down before summer takes over. I hope this spring treats us well and the true‌  
heat of summer does not come too soon. 
With the thought of summer quickly headed our way, there are a few events I would like for you to put down on‌  
the calendar. In Flagstaff on July 16th and 17th, The 2026 Summer Agricultural Conference sponsored by the Ari- 
zona Women’s Leadership Committee will be a great way to spend a few summer days. If you sign up for the‌  
first day, you can choose to join in an experience at Bearizona Wildlife Park that includes a private guided bus‌  
tour. In the evening, there will be family friendly dinner on the lawn at Little America with Sierra Anthony, the‌  
key note speaker. On July 17th, the core of the conference takes place focusing on ‘leadership, education, and empowerment within
agriculture’. I am happy to say that Arizona State Cowbelles, and the Arizona Beef Council has a seat on the board that plans the
conference. 
The Arizona State Cowbelle Annual Meeting will be held on July 22nd in Safford near the ACGA convention. I will be able to pass along more
details as the date gets closer but I would like to invite all of the ladies to join us! We will begin mid-morning with a lunch and finish mid-
afternoon. Please, also keep in mind that to have a vote at our meeting, you must have your membership dues paid ONE MONTH BEFORE
the meeting. You can find the updated membership form on the ASC website. Come network with ladies from across the state of Arizona
that have the common thread of supporting the beef industry! During the meeting, we have local reports that will highlight the activities of
each local and their activities – beef promotion, fundraising and camaraderie within Cowbelles. I believe it is the most important part of
being a part of ASC; learning from each other and celebrating each success throughout the state. So, please take the time to become a
member and join us in Safford! 
Until next time, look around for the closest local and join them for their next meeting. Keep promoting and educating!! The public is hungry
for knowledge and need to know first-hand about the cattle industry and beef fun facts! 

By: Michaela McGibbon, President, Arizona State Cowbelles 

30

QR Code to register for the 2026 Summer
Agricultural Conference in Flagstaff, AZ July 16 & 17.
Hosted by the Women’s Leadership Committee.

July, 2025 Arizona Stare Cowbelles meeting.. Come be a part of our 2026 photo this July!!!
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Five Decades of 
Beef Promotion in Greenlee County

Greenlee County Cowbelles held a very special event recently dubbed the "Living Legends Banquet". Organized by new member Donna
Michelle Snow, the purpose of the banquet was to honor those ladies who have dedicated so much of their time and energy over the years
promoting beef in the smallest county in Arizona. Each of them has been a member for more than five decades. Honorees included Ginger
Pattison, Norma Davis, Wanda Gomez, and Pearl Willis (topping the list with a 61-year membership!). Friends and family gathered to show
appreciation for these beloved members, three of whom are now in their 90's. Donna Michelle commented, "I felt we needed to honor our
older women while they are still around. When I saw we had four women who have been members for 50 years or more, I felt it was time to let
them know how much we appreciate their dedication to the Greenlee Cowbelles". 

Greenlee County Cowbelles has gained many new and younger members recently. They host an annual "Ranch Days" education event with
funding from the Arizona Cattle Industry Foundation for area fourth graders, offer two substantial scholarships, provide a popular booth full
of beef information at the county fair, and host a holiday dance. To join or support the Greenlee County Cowbelles, please contact new
President Amanda Calloway at 928-651-2535. 
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U of A Update 
1. The search for the next Dean of the College of Agriculture, Life and Environmental Sciences is ongoing. Candidates‌  
will visit campus in April/May. Details on the position can be found at https://wittkieffer.com/positions/201719 

2. The FPSL is working on expanded staffing. Those interested in processing can call 520-318-7021 for the current schedule. Additionally, the
Wildcat Country Market (https://wildcatcountrymarket.arizona.edu/index.html) is currently open Fridays from 9-4 and Mondays from 9-2.
Please make sure to check the website or give us a call at 520-318-7021 to confirm that we are open and that wanted cuts are available
before stopping by our storefront at 4181 N. Campbell Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719. 

3. Numerous members of the CALES Extension team continue to work on the New World Screw Worm issue. To prepare and respond, the
Extension teams will be on the front line communicating with stakeholders and community members. Efforts are ongoing to secure USDA
funding to support specific research and extension objectives in this area. 

4. The University Meat Judging Team has been invited to compete at the Australian Meat Judging Contest. Each year, this contest hosts only
one American team! This is a fantastic opportunity for the nine undergraduate students who compete on the team and for the University.
These students will gain new knowledge and build lifelong career connections! To provide support or to discuss sponsorship, please
contact meganvsorenson@arizona.edu. Thanks for your support of the UofA Meat Judging Team as they represent the University and the
USA! 

As always, I’m happy to answer any questions that you may have (dscottmerrell@arizona.edu) and I wish you all the very best as we move
forward into 2026. 
Dr. D. Scott (Scotty) Merrell, 
Director of the School of Animal and Comparative Biomedical Sciences 
The University of Arizona‌  

Latest Livestock Monitor Newsletter  
Provided by: Russell Tronstad with U of A 

   The latest Livestock and Poultry: World Markets and Trade report (USDA-FAS) projects global beef production to decline this year for the
first time since 2020 and be 1.1% less than last year. Brazil, Australia, and Uruguay are approaching peaks in their cattle inventories while
the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Argentina, and New Zealand are all in rebuilding mode. Most of Europe and the U.K. have been on a continual
decline with their beef production. In line with production, global beef exports are expected to decline (-0.9%) in 2026. For 2026, the U.S. is
expected to be the second largest producer of beef with 11.74 million Metric Tonnes (mMT), just behind Brazil’s production of 12.37 mMT.
Brazil and the U.S. are expected to account for 20.1% and 19.1% of global production. The U.S. is the largest consumer of beef, exceeding
second place China by a fair amount (23.5%). However, China is expected to be the largest net importer of beef at 3.20 mMT. The U.S. is
projected to export 1.07 mMT of mainly high quality cuts and import 2.63 mMT of predominantly lean trim, making the U.S. the second
largest net importer by weight at 1.55mMT. Brazil is by far the largest net beef exporter at 4.28 mMT, coming in almost double that of
second place Australia with 2.16mMT.
 
    Global pork production is pegged at 120.2 mMT, almost double that of beef (61.6 mMT) and also ahead of chicken production (100.7
mMT). Both pork and chicken are forecast to be at record levels in 2026 by being up 0.6% and 2.5%, respectively. China is the largest pork
producer at 59.5 mMT, producing almost half (49.5%) of global production. China is also by far the largest consumer. Since China consumes
(60.36 mMT) more than they produce, they are expected to be a net importer of 950 MT of pork in 2026. The U.S. is projected to be the third
largest producer of pork at 12.70 mMT and the largest producer of chicken with 22.19 mMT or 20.0% of global production.
 
    Consistent with global production forecasts, U.S. retail beef prices are up noticeably from a year ago while pork and broiler prices are a
bit lower. For March 2026, the all-fresh beef price is up 13% from a year earlier while both retail pork and composite broiler prices are 2%
lower. Ground beef is up 12% from a year ago and steaks are up 16%.

USDA Update‌
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MOU Aims to Boost Ranching on Public Lands 
by Cutting Red Tape

By Julie Murphree, Arizona Farm Bureau Director of Strategic Communications

   In April, USDA Secretary Brooke L. Rollins and Department of the Interior Secretary Doug Burgum signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) that formalizes closer coordination between the U.S. Forest Service (FS) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).
The agreement is designed to better support ranchers who rely on public lands for livestock grazing, addressing long-standing frustrations
in the Western beef industry.
     The new MOU builds directly on the USDA’s Grazing Action Plan, which was released in fall 2025 as part of broader efforts to strengthen
America’s beef sector. Together, the plan and the MOU focus on practical steps to increase and stabilize access to federal grazing lands,
reduce bureaucratic delays, and treat ranchers as essential partners in land stewardship. The goals include boosting domestic beef
production, supporting rural Western economies, maintaining or improving rangeland health, lowering wildfire risks through managed
grazing, and ultimately helping bring down consumer beef prices by expanding supply and improving efficiency.
    Ranchers in Arizona and across the West know the challenges these initiatives aim to fix. Many federal grazing allotments sit vacant
while producers struggle with permitting delays, inconsistent rules, and mounting operational obstacles. Arizona Farm Bureau Second
Vice President and southern Arizona rancher Ben Menges put the situation in stark terms: “At last count, we have 84 vacant U.S. Forest
Service grazing allotments in Arizona and New Mexico. That’s just one agency, and one Forest Service region. This is the same story
throughout the West, and if the trend continues, we simply won’t be using the public’s land for food. This MOU is a terrific start to make
meaningful changes to ranches that utilize federal lands. A rancher’s job in the desert is difficult enough. It’s high time the federal
government realizes it should be working to encourage beef production rather than presenting unnecessary obstacles preventing it from
occurring. It’s refreshing for Arizona ranchers to have friends in Secretaries Rollins and Burgum, and I look forward to seeing what results
come from this MOU.”
     The scale of the issue is significant. Roughly 240 million acres of federal rangelands, managed by the Forest Service and BLM across 28
states, currently support between 20,000 and 23,000 ranchers and permittees. About 10 percent of grazing allotments—equating to
roughly 24 million acres—are vacant. The MOU and Grazing Action Plan set a clear objective of “no net loss” of grazing opportunities, with
active efforts to assess and restore underused allotments where environmentally feasible.
    Key provisions of the MOU center on efficiency, transparency, and collaboration. They include streamlining the approval of grazing
permits, infrastructure projects such as fences and water developments, and emergency adjustments for drought or wildfire. The
agreement improves coordination between the Forest Service and BLM, particularly for ranchers whose operations span agency
boundaries. It also calls for greater transparency and direct engagement with permittees, treating them as partners in decision-making
rather than simply regulated users.
      Additional measures promote targeted grazing as a tool for wildfire mitigation by reducing fuel loads on the landscape and establishing
rancher liaisons to assist with incident command during fires. The agencies will work toward unifying permitting frameworks to create
more consistent rules across jurisdictions. These changes aim to modernize grazing management without compromising the long-term
health of public lands, with the hope of relying instead on collaborative, science-based approaches.
     Secretary Brooke L. Rollins stressed the importance of putting “America’s farmers and ranchers first” by cutting costly bureaucracy and
making better use of public lands for productive purposes. She connected the MOU to larger objectives of rebuilding cattle herds and
easing pressure on food prices. Secretary Doug Burgum highlighted the value of the partnership, noting that it strengthens the ranching
community while protecting public lands and advancing the priorities outlined in the Grazing Action Plan.
     For Western ranchers, the MOU represents a welcome shift in tone from Washington. Years of regulatory hurdles and vacant allotments
have threatened the viability of family operations that have stewarded these lands for generations. By reducing red tape, improving inter-
agency cooperation, and recognizing the role of grazing in both food production and land health, the agreement offers hope for more
stable operations and a stronger domestic beef supply.
      Arizona ranchers like Ben Menges are watching closely to see how quickly these commitments translate into tangible improvements on
the ground. If successful, the initiative could help ensure that public lands continue to support both productive agriculture and healthy
ecosystems for years to come.



The official location for notice of proposed brands is the Arizona Department of Agriculture's website at
http://searchagriculture.az.gov/mastercontent/brandsnotice.aspx. To view the complete list of proposed brands, be sure to check the AZDA 
website. Below are a few of the brands submitted in accordance with A.R.S § 3-1261(C). 

These brands are not available for sale by the Arizona Department of Agriculture. The "End Date" shown is the deadline for receiving protests for 
the proposed brand. All protests or objections must be submitted in writing and postmarked before the "End Date" in the chart below. Protests 
that are postmarked after the End Date will not be considered.

Brand Brand No. | End Date Location

Brand No.: 30693
End Date: 3/14/2026

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RH
Sheep: RH 
Goat: RH

Cattle: LT 
Horse: LT
Sheep: LH 
Goat: LH

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RS
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: LS 
Horse: LS
Sheep: LS 
Goat: LS

Cattle: LT 
Horse: LT
Sheep: LS 
Goat: LS

Cattle: RS 
Horse: RS
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: LS 
Horse: LS
Sheep: B 
Goat: LS

Brand No.: 30690
End Date: 3/13/2026

Brand No.: 16711
End Date: 3/11/2026
AMEND

Brand No.: 30687
End Date: 3/11/2026

Brand No.: 30683
End Date: 3/8/2026

Brand No.: 30678
End Date: 3/5/2026

Brand No.: 30677
End Date: 2/22/2026

Licensing Section
 

Brand Brand No. | End Date Location

Brand No.: 30692
End Date: 3/14/2026

Cattle: LT 
Horse: LT
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RH
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RT
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: LH 
Horse: LH
Sheep: LH 
Goat: LH

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RH
Sheep: B 
Goat: RR

Cattle: RH 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RH 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Brand No.: 30688
End Date: 3/11/2026

Brand No.: 17511
End Date: 3/11/2026
AMEND

Brand No.: 30684
End Date: 3/8/2026

Brand No.: 30681
End Date: 3/5/2026

Brand No.: 30682
End Date: 3/5/2026

Brand No.: 30676
End Date: 2/21/2026

Brand Brand No. | End Date Location

Brand No.: 30691
End Date: 3/13/2026

Cattle: NO 
Horse: LH
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RH
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RR 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RH 
Horse: RS
Sheep: RH 
Goat: RH

Cattle: RR 
Horse: RS
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: LR 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RT 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Brand No.: 30686
End Date: 3/11/2026

Brand No.: 30689
End Date: 3/11/2026

Brand No.: 30685
End Date: 3/8/2026

Brand No.: 30680
End Date: 3/5/2026

Brand No.: 30679
End Date: 3/5/2026

Brand No.: 30675
End Date: 2/21/2026

1010 W. WashingtonSt., Phoenix, AZ 85007
Mail To: 1802 W. Jackson St #78
Phoenix, AZ 85007
PHONE (602) 542-3578 FAX (602) 542-0466

Proposed BRANDS

Brand No.: 30674
End Date: 2/14/2026

Brand No.: 6912
End Date: 2/12/2026
AMEND

Brand No.: 30669
End Date: 1/30/2026

Cattle: RH
Horse: RH
Sheep: NO
Goat: NO

Cattle: LH 
Horse: RH
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Cattle: RR 
Horse: RH
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Brand No.: 30671
End Date: 2/5/2026

Brand No.: 30672
End Date: 2/12/2026

Cattle: RR
Horse: RT
Sheep: RS
Goat: RS

Cattle: RS 
Horse: NO
Sheep: NO 
Goat: NO

Brand No.: 30673
End Date: 2/12/2026

Brand No.: 30670
End Date: 1/30/2026
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