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Welcome 

 

On behalf of the Cleveland Bay Horse Society, it gives us great pleasure to welcome you to the very 

first CBHS Show Directory. This new annual publication has been created to support our members, 

exhibitors, breeders, and friends as we continue to promote, celebrate, and safeguard the 

remarkable Cleveland Bay horse. 

 

The introduction of this directory reflects the Society’s growing programme of publications and our 

commitment to providing clear, accessible resources to our community. Just as with our newsletters 

and specialist directories, this new guide has been shaped by the enthusiasm, dedication, and 

generosity of our members and volunteers. Their contributions — from show information to 

photography and shared experiences — help showcase not only the versatility and beauty of the 

Cleveland Bay, but the strength of the Society behind it. 

 

We hope this directory proves both useful and inspiring as you plan your showing season. Whether 

you are stepping into the ring for the first time, supporting our breed classes, or championing the 

Cleveland Bay across wider equestrian disciplines, your involvement is invaluable. Every appearance 

strengthens awareness of this rare native breed and supports our shared mission to protect and 

promote it for generations to come. 

 

Thank you for being part of the Cleveland Bay community. We wish all competitors, supporters, and 

organisers a successful, enjoyable, and memorable season ahead. 
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Letter from the CBHS Show Chair 

I want to encourage you to get out there with your Cleveland Bays, in whichever discipline you 

choose, both pure and part bred’s to show off their versatility, intelligence, strength and stamina. 

The beautiful Cleveland Bay is so much more than just a Brown Horse! 

Despite being an equine Rare Breed, the CBHS still help to maintain Cleveland Bay sections in Shows 

all over the country, from the big county shows like Royal Windsor, Three Counties and Great 

Yorkshire Show, through to the small heritage shows, where the Cleveland Bay is a revered part of 

these Yorkshire show’s history. 

I hope that this publication will help you plan your 2026 campaign. Many of these shows offer 

trophies, donated by previous Cleveland Bay breeders and members. To win one of these trophies 

and hold it for a year, is a chance to look back at the illustrious history and pedigrees of those that 

have gone before you. 

At our AGM. we have yet more trophies to award, both following tradition as well as through our 

cumulative points system, and for 2026, our CBHS President is boosting this bounty by awarding 

£500 in prize money. 

We cannot thank all other current sponsors enough for their kind donations of rosettes, sashes and 

prizes, some of whom have kept up this tradition for a very long time. Please make your appreciation 

felt by competing for these prizes. 

The CBHS is proud of all Cleveland Bay achievements, and we love to receive photos and reports of 

your success. We award Highest Placed rosettes to Cleveland Bays in other disciplines, so please get 

in touch to tell us your news, so that we can share it with the global Cleveland Bay Community. 

So, join in, enter your Cleveland Bay into a competition where this magnificent breed can be 

showcased and admired by the public Don’t just watch from the sidelines—be part of this 

magnificent breed’s history and help secure its future. Get out there and show them what a 

Cleveland Bay can do! 

Elaine Keith CBHS Show Committee Chair 2026 



 5 

UK Show Diary Cleveland Bay Classes 
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Other UK shows with opportunities for Cleveland 
Bay Horses to compete
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This list is not fully extensive however it covers many of the shows available with classes that may suit Cleveland Bays.  

Owners or both pure and part bred horses are encouraged to compete in all show classes they are eligible for including 

hunter classes, side saddle and Concours de elegance etc. 

The P and P committee and Show committee would love to hear your stories from the year out and about at the shows. 
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Overseas Shows for Cleveland Bays 

USA Horse Shows with Cleveland Bay Classes 2026 

➢ Upperville Colt and Horse Show, Upperville, Virginia, 7 June 2026.    

In Hand, Ridden, and Over Fences Classes, www.upperville.com 

➢ Howard County Fair, West Friendship, Maryland, 15-18 August 2026 

Class schedule not yet available 

➢ Warrenton Horse Show, Warrenton, Virginia, 2-6 September 2026 

Class schedule not yet available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia Schedule of shows at www.cbhsa.com.au/events-calendar 
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Liskeard Show 12/07/2025 

With the current cost of living crisis and the general drop in entries across classes at shows CBHS 

Show committee works hard to try and maintain our show diary.  It takes a village to raise a family 

and it will take every Cleveland Bay owner to ensure the survival of the breed going forward.   

 

With that being said we were delighted to hear that Emily Fisher and Mandy Willey were able to have  

a trial of brand new classes for Cleveland Bays at the 120th Liskeard Agricultural show in Cornwall. 

This was the first time Cleveland Bay specific classes have been offered at this show.  It also became 

the only show in the South West of England to host Breed specific classes for Cleveland Bay horses 

and  

 

Pure and Part bred Cleveland bays were encouraged to enter  and there was both in-hand and ridden 

classes available. 

There were a fantastic 10 separate equines entered at the show, but following an immense heat wave 

and other varying circumstances, 4 Beautiful Pure Breds were in attendance on the day. 

 

Special prizes included Best Turnout, Best Pure bred, Best Part Bred and Young horse. 

 

Results 

Cleveland Bay in-hand 4 year old + over 

1st Mandy Willey’s, Arena Celeste Handled by Emily Fisher 

Best pure Bred Awarded 

 

2nd Emily Fisher’s, Tywysog Caerdeon Handled by Gillian Arrowsmith 

Best turned out Awarded 

 

 Cleveland Bay ridden 

1st Emily Fisher riding her own Caerdeon 

Best pure bred Awarded 

 

2nd Mr & Mrs Kirkwood’s, Arena Paris ridden by Tiffany Ormes 
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Best turned out Awarded 

 

3rd Jane Kittows, Trevaunance Archibald ridden by Rebecca Littleton 

 

All Cleveland bays were invited back to the championship 

 

Champion - Mandy Wiley , Arena 

Celeste 

 

Reserve Champion - Emily Fisher , 

Tywysog Caerdeon 

 

Also, Arena Celeste stood in the ”In 

Hand Horses championship“ where 

she was awarded reserve champion 

to the champion Irish Draft X 

 

Liskeard show have been thanked 

sincerely for the opportunity to show 

case our Cleveland bays this year and 

it has confirmed the classes will be 

available next year. 

 

I also cannot thank our class sponsors 

enough for their generosity including 

Keith Evans Equine Dentist, Stringer 

Equine Veterinary Surgeon, Karen 

Grimes, Mr & Mrs Willey, Beverly & 

James Heffernan and EJF Cleveland 

Bays. 

 

The Judge was very complimentary 

about the breed and seeing our gorgeous Rare Breeds out showing in Cornwall. 

The ring side brought lots of support from fellow members and lots of engagement from the public 

about the breed. 

 

Date for your diary- 11th July 2026 is the next Liskeard show in Cornwall. 
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Dress Code and Turnout Guidelines 

 

General Guidance 

Pure and part bred Cleveland Bays appearing in the show ring are representing the 

breed in one of its most important shop windows. It is therefore essential that those 

horses set a positive example that others can follow, that we can all be proud of, as 

they represent the breed. The CBHS Show Committee has set out the following 

guidelines for dress and turnout for Cleveland Bay events, both in-hand and ridden, 

to ensure the highest standards are achieved and to provide competitors with a 

consistent framework to assist them in achieving the standard expected. 

 

In Hand Classes 

 

Horses 

➢ Manes should be neatly plaited. There is no need to plait foals. 

➢ Tails pulled or plaited. Foals may be plaited or natural. 

➢ Heels may be trimmed or left untrimmed if preferred. 

➢ Horses must be shown in a plain leather bridle. Three-year olds may be shown in bits, 

yearlings and two-year olds in snaffles only. Foals should just have a leather headcollar. 

➢ It is recommended that colts and stallions are shown in correctly fitting stallion tack, but this is 

not mandatory. 

➢ Animals should be clean and tidy and be shod or have well-trimmed hooves. No anti 

concussion pads or surgical shoes are allowed. 

➢ The CBHS discourages the showing of over fat horses and Judges will take this into 

consideration when making their awards. 

Handlers 

➢ Men should wear a suit or coat and trousers, collar and tie and appropriate headgear. It is 

strongly recommended that protective headgear should be worn. 

➢ Women may wear coat, skirt or trousers with a collar and tie and appropriate headgear. It is 

strongly recommended that protective headgear should be worn. 

➢ Earrings and visible jewellery must not be worn. 

➢ Any form of leather or string gloves should be worn 
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➢ A plain malacca or leather cane should be carried, the length of which should not exceed 

75cm. 

 

Ridden Classes 

Horses 

➢ Manes should be plaited. 

➢ Tails pulled or plaited. 

➢ Heels trimmed or natural 

➢ 4-year-olds are encouraged to be shown in snaffles. 

➢ Swales, Sam Marsh bits and Gags with double bridles are actively discouraged.  Bitless bridles 

are not allowed. 

➢ Martingales are not permitted in ridden classes 

➢ The complete bridle must be unmodified, made of plain leather, without blinkers. 

➢ Saddles should be reasonably straight cut. 

➢ No tack may be worn which in any way conceals an animals conformation. 

➢ All horses in classes where the Judge rides, the exhibits must be shod all round. 

➢ No pads, or surgical shoes are allowed. 

➢ No rugs, clothing or item of tack that reveals the identity of a horse or owner may be worn in 

the show ring. 

➢ The CBHS discourages the showing of over fat horses and Judges will take this into 

consideration when making their awards. 

Rider 

➢ Tweed coat for men. Tweed coat or plain blue or black coat for women. 

➢ Collar and ordinary tie. Tie must be pinned down. 

➢ Ordinary shirt. 

➢ Plain fawn or buff-coloured breeches, not white. 

➢ Plain black or brown boots. 

➢ Garter straps. Points must face outwards, and the buckle be against and between buttons on 

breeches. 

➢ Spurs should be worn by exhibitors. Spurs must always be of smooth metal.  There must be a 

shank, pointing only towards the rear, which must be no more than 3.5cm long and without 

rowels. The end must be blunt and incapable of wounding a horse. If the shank is curved, the 

spurs must be worn only with the shank directed downwards. Roller ball spurs are allowed. 

➢ Judges do not wear spurs. 

➢ Any form of leather or string glove. 

➢ Plain malacca or leather cane not exceeding 75cm. 

➢ Earrings and visible jewellery must not be worn. 
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Headwear 

➢ Secured Skull Caps/Riding Hats that meet one of the following current Safety Standards: All 

PAS015, VG1, (BS)EN1384 2017, ASTM F1163 04a onwards, SNELL E2001, SNELL E2016, 

AS/NZS 3838 2003  

➢ Hats should have a plain cover and may be black, navy, blue or grey. Velvet covers are 

encouraged. 

➢ It should be noted that some shows enforce their own hat rules that overrule those of the 

CBHS affiliated classes, competitors are strongly advised to check these before entering. 
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Judges and Judging 

Becoming a judge for Cleveland Bay horse classes is both an honour and a responsibility. The breed 

holds a unique place in equine history, and those who evaluate it in the ring help safeguard its future. 

For anyone aspiring to judge Cleveland Bays, stewarding and continuous learning are not optional 

extras – they are essential foundations. 

 

Stewarding: The First Step Towards Judging 

 

Serving as a steward is one of the most valuable early experiences for future judges. It offers a 

front‑row view of ringcraft, class flow, safety protocols, and the practical expectations placed on 

both competitors and officials. 

Through stewarding, aspiring judges learn how to manage time effectively, ensure fairness, and 

maintain a calm, professional atmosphere. It also provides insight into the subtle communication 

that happens between judge and steward – a partnership crucial to the smooth running of any show. 

Ultimately, stewarding builds confidence and familiarity with procedures long before an individual 

stands in the center of the ring as a judge. 

 

Learning and Development: A Continuous Process 

 

Judging Cleveland Bays requires more than simply appreciating a beautiful horse. It demands a deep 

understanding of the breed standard, conformation, movement, temperament, and type. 

Ongoing learning – through seminars, breed society training, mentorship, and time spent observing 

established judges – ensures that future judges develop consistency, breed knowledge, and a trained 

eye. 

Because the breed is rare, each judging appointment also contributes to the promotion of the 

Cleveland Bay’s qualities; well‑educated judges help maintain the integrity and future of this historic 

horse. 

 

The Vital Role of Judges 

 

Judges carry significant influence. Their decisions shape breeding choices, reward correct type, and 

help maintain high welfare and turnout standards. 
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A good judge represents fairness, professionalism, and dedication. They champion the breed by 

rewarding true Cleveland Bay characteristics and by offering constructive feedback that encourages 

exhibitors and breeders alike. 

Judges also set the tone in the ring. Their behavior models respect, courtesy, and impartiality — 

qualities essential for maintaining trust within the showing community. 

 

 

Judges Panel 
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2026 Sponsors and Sponsorship 

As a charity the CBHS relies on donations and sponsorship to maintain our presence in the Show 

rings and beyond. 

 

The Show Committee would particularly like to thank all those who have 

stepped up to sponsor prizes and events for the 2026 Show Season. 

 

Royal Windsor Show - Penrose Stud. 

Hambleton Show- Lesley & Reece Wolfenden 

Royal Three Counties - Braithwaite Stud 

Liskeard Show -Mr & Mrs Willey, Stringer Equine Vets, Keith Evans Equine dentistry, Bradley 

Greenham Farrier and EJF Cleveland Bays 

Great Yorkshire Show- Craigiewood Cleveland Bays 

Ryedale Show- Mike & Judy Tait 

Hinderwell, Danby & Egton Shows - Karl & Alison Wilson, The Fox Inn, Roxby 

Danby Show - Ditchley Cleveland Bays 

Stokesley Show - Arena Cleveland Bays 

North Yorkshire County Show - Embleton Cleveland Bays 

Addington , NHC Show - Leonard Solicitors LLP, Rowena Scrimshaw, Northants Rosettes 

Chelmsford RC Showing Show - Tracy Williams 

Bilsdale Show - Weydale Cleveland Bays 

 

All Shows 

 

2026 President’s Challenge - Muick Wood 

Highest Placed Pure Yearling in mixed age young stock IH classes - Lesley & Reece Wolfenden 

Highest Placed Pure Foal in mixed age young stock classes - Moorfield Sporthorses 

Highest Placed CB (pure& pb) Hunter classes - Weydale Cleveland Bays 

If you or anyone you know would like to sponsor rosettes and/or prizes for inclusion in this list, the 

CBHS would be delighted to hear from you. Please contact through cbhsshows@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:cbhsshows@gmail.com
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2026 HBLB Show Attendance Awards 

 

The Cleveland Bay Horse Society would like to thank the Horserace Betting Levy Board for its continuing support, 

which allows us to offer these grants. https://www.hblb.org.uk/ 

 

  

https://www.hblb.org.uk/
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Trophies and Awards. 

 

The Cleveland Bay Horse Society has such an illustrious history, dating back to the establishment of 

the Stud Book in ….. 

Ever since then, breeders have competed against each other  - indeed Hinderwell Show is said to 

have been conceived to settle a dispute between two Cleveland Bay breeders, as to who had bred the 

best foal that year. 

As such, the CBHS holds a wonderful collection of trophies, donated through the years which are 

presented annually at their AGM in the middle of October.  We are most grateful that through these 

trophies and the names of those donating and winning them, we continue this heritage. 

Below is the current list of trophies to be competed for in 2026. 
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New for 2026 Tamaskan Cup 

Lesley and Reece Wolfenden. 

Tamaskan Cleveland Bays 
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Show Stand Fundraising. 

 

The Cleveland Bay Horse Society has two confirmed show stands for 2026.  The first is at Royal Windsor Horse Show 

and the second is at the Great Yorkshire Show. 

 

As Part of the fundraising initiative Coleen Benfold is organising both Tombola’s and Raffles at the stands.  If anyone 

has any prizes they can supply, please get in touch with us via cbhspandp@gmail.com 

 

We appreciate all donations both large and small. 

As an example, we have been donated vouchers from the following company as prizes at both shows. 

 

mailto:cbhspandp@gmail.com
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