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Do you have a research idea, but need a bit of help to get started?

Background
[bookmark: _Hlk197498595]Each year the Queensland Rural Health Innovation and Research Collaborative (QRHIRC) hosts a symposium - an exciting day of knowledge sharing, research brainstorming and collaboration. On this day research ideas, put forward by QRHIRC partner organisation staff members, are discussed and developed by workshop tables made up of attending participants. This year the ideas will be worked on during a co-design workshop session. Each workshop table will present their research idea to the ‘Idea Elevators’ and receive feedback to help develop a funding application for a QRHIRC symposium grant (up to $7,500 per project). 

Do you have a health research idea to submit to the symposium day? All you need to do is write down your idea or problem below, submit it to QRHIRC@health.qld.gov.au, and be ready to work on it at the QRHIRC Symposium on Thursday 6th August, at the Annex in Toowoomba. Research ideas should address a health service need or health consumer need within the QRHIRC geographical footprint (the Darling Downs and SW QLD). 
You do not have to develop your project now, as other researchers and clinicians will be there to join your workshop table during the symposium and develop the idea into a research proposal. Collaborative teams established at the symposium will be eligible to submit their proposals for a QRHIRC grant to support the conduct of the proposed project. 
A total pool of up to $15,000 in funding will be available; up to $7,500 for each successful project developed at the symposium.

Timeline and what you need to do
	What
	When
	Where

	Start thinking about your idea
	NOW
	

	Register for the QRHIRC symposium
	NOW
	Via this link 
or Queensland Rural Health Innovation & Research Collaborative

	Submit your research idea application 
	5pm Monday 22nd June, 2026
	QRHIRC@health.qld.gov.au

	Notification of successful applications 
	Wednesday 8th July, 2026
	Via email

	Attend QRHIRC symposium 
	Thursday 6th August, 2026
	The Annex (Toowoomba) 





Submitting your application
Please submit a copy of your application  via email to: QRHIRC@health.qld.gov.au by 
5pm, Monday 22nd June 2026
Use the below template and do not exceed 3 pages in length.

The Research Idea Application
Project Details
	Project Title (no more than 20 words) 
	     

	Please indicate which QRHIRC target area is relevant to your project  
	☐  Priority populations health

☐  Disease prevention and service models in rural and regional communities

☐  Rural workforce development through a translational research lens

☐  Access to health services and equity of health outcomes in rural and regional communities



The Problem
	What is the setting
	Describe the setting or context of the problem 

	What is the problem

	What have you noticed?
Why is it a problem?



	Why is it important

	Motivation
What will happen if we solve the problem?
What difference would this project make?

	What do you know about it?

	What does the literature say?
What have you observed?
What do you want to know more about?

	What will you do about it?

	What type of research do you think needs to happen?  e.g. Survey, Interviews, review of existing data
Is it a quality improvement project or is it research?


	What do you need help with?

	Designing the project
Collecting data 
Identifying and conducting data analysis
Creating data collection tools


Contact for Project
	Full name and title 
(Mr, Mrs, Dr, Prof, etc.)
	     

	Position title
	

	Organisation
	

	Contact numbers
	Office:                         Mobile:

	Email  
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