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Most Revered Bishop Dennis Spies Office Phone 815-478-3440
Administrator Facebook St. Patrick Church of Wilton Center
Website: www.stpatrickwiltoncenter.org

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass is celebrated on Saturday evening only

June 20 5:45pm ALL FATHERS
+Dan Phelan req. by Lynne and Family
+Gladys Meyer req. by the Family

June 24 5:30pm +Dan Phelan req. by Ed & Judy Phelan
+Gladys Meyer req. by the Family
+Grace Niemiec req. by The family

June 27 5:45pm +Poor Souls req. by Ed & Judy Phelan
+Dan Phelan req. by Joyce Gregory
Parish Family of St. Patrick

July 1 5:30pm +Dan Phelan req. by Dan & Judy Robbins
+Gladys Meyer req. by The Family
+Grace Niemiec req. by The Family

July 4 5:45pm +Dan Phelan req. by The Family
+Haley Donzella req. by The Family
Parish Family of St. Patrick

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Lector Minister
June 20 Sherrie Ashley C. Smith \ . ’
June 27 Jerry Kinsella C. Kinsella Ry N e
July 1 Sue Nugent P. Engler J.ord} in your@reat
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Please volunteer at the Mass you are attending



Scripture Readings

For the Week of J 21, 2026
=S Welcome to the ‘
Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Jer 20:10- Parish Family
;g; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; Rm 5:12-15; Mt 10:26- CALLIE ALEXANDRA OFRAN
&
Monday 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12- ‘ KENDALL ANNE COFRAN
13; Mt 7:1-5 Daughters of
Tuesday 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Ps 48:2- John & Alexandra Cofran |
3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 ‘ Also
Wednesday Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John |
the Baptist Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab EMERSON CHRISTINE MOOI & |
and 17; 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 CHRISTOPHER THOMAS MOOI
Mass during the Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13- Infant children of
14ab, 14c-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 Carter Mooi and Haily Lopez .
Thursday 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Mt Who was Baptized '
7:21-29 Saturday, June, 20 2026
Friday 2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Mt 8:1-4 T
Saturday Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-
{7, 20-21; Mt 8:5-17
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2 Kgs WEEKLY OFFERING FOR
111 18-':\1/11t, 11;—31761;;5 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19; Rm 6:3-4, 8- 6 /14 /2026
’ ' Sunday - $1005.00

Maintenance - $200.00

Our weekly budget goal is $1211.54

Our Blessed Mother =
Candle Is burning for Thank you for your faith filled support.

THE PARISH FAMILY
‘. OF ST. PATRICK

Please Remember our sick: especially:

Ralph Kuntz, Greg Harnois, Jim Kreske, Ann
Marie & Tori, Jasinski, Lisa Price, Barbara Schriv-
Our St. Joseph Candle er, Joe & Carol Price, Bernice & Dominick Ma-

Is Bummg for rino, Tom Lane, Peggy Schiesow, Ken Smith,
+DAN PHELAN Laura Hanson, Steve Niemiec, Nancee Long, Shay
” Req. by The Dan Phelan, Lisa Bernard.
Phelan Faily PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE TO HAVE A

LOVED ONE ADDED TO THE PRAYER LIST.




The Great Gift

“It's not fair!” said my son, holding up his sixth-grade homework.
“What's not fair?” I answered, knowing his homework-stalling tactics.
“Adam and Eve really messed us up!” he shot back.

“Please, just do your homework,” I said, adamantly.

That day at school, they had talked about the Garden of Eden and Adam's fall from grace,
which affects us all. He couldn’t accept their betrayal of God in favor of the sins of the
devil, which closed the gates of heaven. Only Christ’s sacrifice on the cross redeemed us.

Adam had everything he needed. He was created with a purpose: to serve as the steward
of God's creation. After he named all the animals, he was blessed with a female compan-
ion. Together, they would work in harmony with the Creator in a peaceful world.

To my son’s dismay, this didn’t last, and the world remains far from peace. Humanity's
decline began with Adam, but our recovery came through Christ. While the Lord’s sacri-
fice on Calvary repaired the rift between God and mankind, the devil still taunts and tries
to intrude in our relationships.

Today’s second reading offers hope: “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam] the
many [us] died, how much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man
Jesus Christ overflow for the many.”

God'’s generous gift reopened the gates of heaven for humanity. However, we still depend
on God'’s grace to overcome our struggles with sin. The redemption of humanity was
secured, but our individual salvation relies on our cooperation with God's will and atten-
tiveness to His divine plan.

We walk in faith toward our heavenly home, hoping to receive the same welcome from the
Father as shown in the parable of the Prodigal Son when he returns home. We long to re-
turn to the Father in our heavenly home and find our way back.

But living a good Christian life is difficult. Sometimes we feel like lambs among wolves.
But Jesus tells us not to fear anyone, saying, "And do not be afraid of those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul.” Our eternal souls will outlast our fading bodies.

Today’s Gospel states: “Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge
before my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before others, I will deny before my
heavenly Father.” In the end, we all want to be acknowledged.

The Christian martyrs gained recognition and paved the way, starting with St. Stephen,
the first martyr. The word “martyr” means to “witness,” referring to someone who testifies
to the truth of Christ and refuses to deny it. A cloud of witnesses cheers us on.

Although few of us want to be martyrs, we still must live by faith, carry our crosses, and
often bear others' burdens. Staying alert against lukewarmness or any loss of momentum,
we continue our journey toward heaven. And one day, we will be able to embrace Jesus,
our Great Gift. - By Charlene Unterkofler



*The l'ighIL'UU\ who

awalks in his integrity
blessed arce his

children after him.”

Father Sebastian is Scheduled to relocate as of July 1.
He is still planning on helping us whenever he can after
\ he moves.

Lets get together after Mass on July 25 and thank him
for helping us.

Check you schedule and sign up next weekend to attend
Sign up sheet will be in the vestibule.
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Father’s Day Second Collection
This weekend we celebrate all fathers on
Father’s Day, including our spiritual fa-
thers, also known as our parish priests.
Our parish priests dedicate their lives to
serving God, the Church, and their parish
families. And when a priest may fall seri-
ously ill, it is our duty as Catholics to care
for them.

Please prayerfully consider supporting our infirm and retired priests so they receive
the dignity, safety, and higher quality of care needed with a gift to the Father’s Day
Second Collection. On behalf of all priests who will benefit from your sacrifice,

thank you!
|
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Paradox of Faith

“Do not fear men,” Jesus says. He is talking about fearing those who persecute you for your
faith. In the verses preceding this Gospel passage, he tries to prepare us for persecution and
says that just as people did to him (Jesus), they would do to his followers,

But what happened to Jesus? He was crucified, but he rose from the dead. He triumphed
over his persecutors. They couldn't stop him. And that's what he promises us too. We may
suffer any persecution, ridicule, or discrimination for our faith, but we cannot be destroyed
as long as we hold to that faith.

The best way to keep the faith alive is to give it to others. It sounds like a contradiction, but
it means that when we spread the faith, our faith grows too. Sure, it takes courage to tell
someone else about our faith, but when we share our stories about what God means to us,
we relive those experiences and remember what God has done for us. And when we allow
others to share their faith with us, we feel encouraged and supported. That's why Jesus says
there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed: True faith is never hidden; it must be
shared.

Sometimes we may hesitate when speaking about faith. If we are tempted to remain silent,
we are allowing the devil to have his way. The only thing we should fear is our weakness,
not Satan's power. That's why Jesus said that whoever denies him before men, he will also
deny him. However, Jesus died for our sins, so not even they can destroy us if we turn to
the Lord. Just as God knows every sparrow that falls, He also knows us when we fall, and
He values us far more than sparrows.

So thank Him for His forgiveness, but don't forget to spread the word that you've been for-
given. You might encourage someone else to have the courage to return to the Lord, and
thus achieve another victory of faith that overcomes fear.

By Tom Schmidt

Are you navigating life as a widow or widower? We invite you to join us for sup-
port, healing, and community.

Attend a Joyful Again! 2 day Workshop & Spiritual Retreat June 27th & 28th 2026
St Julie Billiart Parish, Tinley Park IL

No Overnight Accommodations available For further information, call: 708-354-
7211 or e-mail us at info@joyfulagain.org For Registration visit:
www.joyfulagain.org
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