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Most Revered Bishop Dennis Spies
Administrator

Office Phone 815-478-3440
Facebook St. Patrick Church of Wilton Center

Website: www.stpatrickwiltoncenter.org

Jan. 10

Jan. 17

Jan, 24

Jan. 31

5:45pm

5:45pm

5:45pm

5:45pm

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass is celebrated on Saturday evening only

+Gladys Meyer req. by The Family
+Craig Cieply req. by The Family
Parish Family of St. Patrick

+Gladys Meyer req. by The Family
+Eleanor Price req. by Carmen & Jerry Kinsella
Parish Family of St. Patrick

Special Intention of Dan & Lynn Phelan
+Gladys Meyer req. by The Family
Parish Family of St. Patrick

+Gladys Meyer req. by The Family

Bill & Georgia Phelan 64th Wedding Anniversary req. by
Ed & Judy Phelan

Parish Family of St. Patrick

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Lector Minister

Jan. 10 - 5:45pm
Jan. 17 - 5:45pm
Jan. 24 - 5:45pm
Jan. 31-5:45pm

Sherrie Ashley L. Cakora
Jim Kreske C. Smith
Jerry Kinsella C. Kinsella
Sherrie Ashley P. Engler

SERVERS & USHERS
Please volunteer at the Mass you are attending




Scripture Readings

For the Week of January 11, 2026 Please remember in your

prayers MARY McGOWAN
who entered Eternal life.
Remember also her family
as we commend her soul to

Sunday The Baptism of the Lord Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is
05:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-2, 3-
4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 3:13-17

Monday 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19; Mk
1:14-20 the Lord. Itis holy and

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; : wholesome to pray for the
Mk 1:21-28 dead.

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;
Mk 1:40-45

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19; Mk e -
2:1-12 h

Ead. a-u ) =
is people ‘
- -:_:.y\zi_th.-,—peace.'

Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-
7: Mk 2:13-17

sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Is 49:3, 5-
3; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH
] OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LKE YOUR
During the Month of FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION STATE-

Our Blessed Mother Candle
Is burning for MENT FOR 2025

THE PARISH FAMILY

& OF ST. PATRICK

WEEKLY OFFERING FOR
1/4/2026
Sunday - $1,455.00
Maintenance - $120.00

Please Remember our sick;

especially: Greg Harnois, Jim Kreske,
Ann Marie & Tori Jasinski, Lisa Price, Barba-
ra Schriver, Leslie Lund, Joe & Carol Price,
Bernice & Dominick Marino, Tom Lane,
R Peggy Schiesow, Haley Donzella, Ken Smith,
Cl'.mstmas $500.00 Laura ‘Hanson, Steve Niemiec, Nancee
Solemnity of Mary—$.5708.00 Long, Shay Phelan, Lisa Bernard. Joe Hanson
Our weekly budget goal is $1,211.54 | ) PacE A1) THE PARISH OFFICE TO HAVE
"HANK YOU For your faith - filled support | A LOVED ONE ADDED TO THE PRAYER LIST.
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SEASON 12: THE CREED (PART 2) - THE SON

[ .
————

2 FEBRUARY 13 - MAY 13,2026 i

-----------------

Learn more about the Creed and the identity of Jesus Christ
through this 80-Day Discipleship Ministry!
For more information, visit our website at beformed.net.

REGISTRATION OPENS JANUARY 5, 2026

@ beformed.net e beformed@dioceseofjoliet.org



The Baptism of the Lord
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Through the centuries, artists and craftspeople have depicted Jesus’
baptism in the Jordan River by John. At first in mosaics and frescoes, and later
in tapestries, stained glass, and paintings, the scene is familiar. Jesus is stand-
ing waist-high in flowing water. Above him, standing on dry land, John the
Baptist pours water over Jesus. The first artists to depict this were sketching
from memory. This is exactly how most people were baptized in the early
days: as adults, standing or kneeling in the water, with water poured over their
heads.

This method of baptizing, called immersion, is the favored way today. An
adult enters a font, or an infant is lowered a bit into the water supported by a
parent’s hand, and water is poured or splashed over them. The treasures of
baptistry art attest that submersion, or plunging beneath the water’s surface, is
not really in our tradition, and that “infusion,” the mere pouring of a few drops
of water, yields too narrow an understanding of what it means to be plunged
into Christ’s life. Jesus Christ has gone before us into the water, and waits for
us there with abundant gifts. No wonder the tradition calls for abundant sym-
bols!

—Rev. James Field

“I. the LORD, have called you for

justice, I have grasped

yvou by the hand;
I formed yvou, and set vou as
a covenant for the people,
a hight for the nations,
to open the eves of the blind,
to bring out prisoners from confinement,
and from the dungeon,

those who live in darkness.”™

—

Isaitah 42:6-7




The Baptism of the Lord
Well Pleased

The first reading from Isaiah is a pretty good description of Jesus. It
begins by describing the servant “with whom I am well pleased” (Isaiah
42:1). These are the words of the voice from the heavens that was heard at
Jesus’ baptism. The most significant difference is that the voice calls Jesus
“beloved Son,” not just servant. And Isaiah gives us more hints about who
Jesus is.

The verses that say that he will not break the bruised reed or quench
the smoldering wick (Isaiah 42:3) are descriptive of Jesus’ mercy toward sin-
ners. The reed and the wick were disposed of because they were useless. But
God, out of love for us, never sees sinners as useless. God is always ready to
forgive them and give them another chance, so God sent Jesus to forgive
sinners, not reject them. In the Gospel, John at first refuses to baptize Jesus,
because John's baptism was a sign of repentance for sin. He knew Jesus was
not a sinner, so he had no need to repent. But Jesus identified himself with
sinners and welcomed them back to God's love. We can ask God to help us
see our sinfulness and bring it to him for healing.

Isaiah also says that the servant is a “covenant of the people.” A
covenant was an agreement between unequal partners, in which the stronger
one agreed to protect or defend the weaker one, while the weaker agreed to
pay taxes or obey laws required by the stronger. God is offering a new
covenant through Jesus, not just for the Jews, but for all peoples. But we still
have to live that covenant, by loving God and our neighbor. When we teach
others about God's love and mercy, “we open the eyes of the blind”, as Isaiah
says. When we forgive each other, we are setting free prisoners of sin. When
people see God’s love acted out in our lives, we are a light to the world. As
we learn to do these things, we will find that God is also well pleased with
us.

Tom Schmidt



