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2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 6 2025
Most Revered BIShOp Denms Sples ' o C'f'ﬁc':e-Phene 81’5-4‘7'8 3440
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" MASS INTENTIONS -~

Mass is celebrated on Saturday evemng only

Dec6 .f_'~5'- ';[4 OOpm . 'J, +Jerry& +V4cky Phelan req by Ed; &Judy Phelan R B
e = Gl_dy Meyerreg byThe F:amlly"'"' i _
Parlsh Famlly of St. Patrlck S i A

|pecs ” '-*'ﬁ_.'s;;o'qé:r'nf "+ +Gladys Meyer req. by The Faily L
{7 oo +Grace Niemiec req.’by The Family "
+Eleanore Pr|ce req by Steve Nlemlec '

Dec.13-. - * .545pm’ +G|adys Meyer req by The Famlly
17 s ST o 4Grace Niemiec req. by The Fam1ly
5 ‘ e Parish Famlly of St Patrlck ‘
D‘é;c.’ 200 545pm +Him & +R|ta PheJan req ‘by Ed & Judy Phelan ol
L P fp g™ +Gladys Meyer req. by The Fam:ly S
k Parlsh Family of St. Patrlck

LITURGICAL MINISTERS Please Remember our sick;

3 Léctor - . Minister
Bl P8 - NEi T oL espemally Jim'Kreske, Ar]_rlMarle &
Dec: 6 ‘Sherrie Ashley - L.-Cakora
. i Tori Jasinski, Lisa Price, Marshall & Duncan
Dec. 8 Linda Cakora L. Cakora . .
. . ‘ neeli Lorenzen, Barbara Schriver, Leslie Lund, Joe
Dec. ;13 Jerry Kinsella C. Kinsella & Carol Price, Beth Oniel, Bernice &
Dec.20 . Mark May P. Engler Dominick Marino, Tom Lane, Peggy

Schiesow, Haley Donzella, Ken Smith, Laura

SERVERS & USHERS ;
Hanson, Steve
Please volunteer at the Mass you are - :
- Niemiec, Nancee Long, Shay Phelan, Lisa
attending

Bernard. Joe Hanson




Scripture Readings
For the Week of December 7, 2025 |

|
unday Second Sunday of Advent [s 11:1-10; Ps J, Y £
an-z, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rm 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 /ww M (i OITISTT
|
‘Monday Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 3 X F -~
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Gen 3:9-15, 20; Ps i ﬂJ‘ IM!J 1770 j 4
98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 el

Tuesday Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, y {/ e [y w
13; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-
13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday Zech 2:14-17 or Rev 11:19a; 12-1-6a, 10ab;
Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Saturday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and CHRISTMAS FLOWER

Martyr Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,

18.19; Mt 17:93, 10-13 REMEMBERENCES NEED TO BE
RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 13 TO BE

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps
146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 PUBLISHED IN THE BULLETIN

During the Month of
Our Blessed Mother Candle
Is burning for
GRACE NIEMIEC
Reg. by The Family

WEEKLY OFFERING FOR

11/30/2025
On Line Giving Only - $425.00
Maintenance - $50 Our St. Joseph Candle
Our weekly budget goal is $1,211.54 Is Burning for

ELEANORE PRICE

THANK YOU For your faith - filled support -
L - @ Req. by Steve Niemiec



—

Solrerlr"nnri'tv Of the Immaculate Conception

December 8, 2025
IS NOT AN OBLIGATION THIS YEAR
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 5:00PM

"Hail Mary, full of grace". For thousands of years, millions of times per day
the Virgin Mary is greeted by the faithful with the greeting of the Archangel.
The sons of the Church learn from the words of the Archangel Gabriel that
the fullness of the mystery of God'’s grace was realized in Holy Mary. St. Paul
the Apostle teaches us that the Father made all fullness dwell in His Incar-
nate Son (c.f. Col 1:12-20), which overflows from Christ’s head and spills out
on His Mystical Body that is the Church. Before descending in Body, Christ’s
fullness was spread in a unique and unrepeatable way on Mary, predestined
from eternity to be the Mother of God.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
December 12, 2025

The word awesome has lost its zing. “Webster’s
dictionary defines awesome as “anything that leaves
you in awe and wonder.” Like winning the lottery -
twice,” comedian Bill Engvall once said. “That would
be awesome. Getting a phone call from the IRS saying
you’ve been audited and they owe you $50,000. That
would be awesome.” Know what else would be awe-
some? Seeing an apparition of Mary, then having her
grow roses in the middle of winter to prove it to the
archbishop, then converting 9 million Aztecs within
seven years. That would be - wait - that was
awesome.




Wm

' ofChrIstm them"' S

We celebrate Adventand Chrlstmas as seasons of
llght and jov. yet sometlmes the bnghtest hope
appears inthe places we least expect. Over the '_ .

- years, | have found that mmlstermg to those in prlson
-’js- aneeﬁthe meseunekpected waystelweoat—the

- call of my pastoral letterMAKE td be dlscmles who :
make dlsclples . N v

My flrst encounterwrth prlson mlnlst[y goes back to
B myt voltir nteer yeer in Mexico-in 1989 Afemale
“catechistinvited metcuom herm vismng -3 large d

: barely any formal checks and feelmg a b|t baffled and

. nervous about how I would getout. Yet what stayed~ -3

th.me, mostwasher slmple remlnder ‘Theyall
o have names. They are often forgotten, butifyou -
'R beceme & priest;; remember they-exrst See the faee )

A Years later, as asemrnanen aocompanymg Cardmal o
- ‘,Bernardrn ta the Cook County Jailfor Christmas

) Mass; | saw that same spirit of dlsclpleshlp He had -
. no famrly in Ch|cago yet he. found joyin bnnglngthe R -
-'Euchanst to those oftent forgotten ‘He showed e - = -
~ that prisoh ministry.is not elmplya dutybuta’ -

moment of grace. ltisa chance tobea dlsmple who
: bnngs Chrlst s hope to- others 3 ; -

: : Someone once told me that one of the humblmg
: aspects of mlmsterlng in pnsons isthatthe people
T you serve-can never repay yois. You da it simply
~ because Christ _cags_us to| re_cogmze His presence in’

" thein. Inthat pure act of service, we qmetly plant
" seeds of faith in hearts that sdciety often overlooks.

.Two weeks ago, | had the’p}iv_ilege of celebrating the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First Holy
Communion for four iimates at the Joliet Detention
Center. Their deep desire and reverence reminded -
me again of that woman’s wisdom from years ago.
They have names, they exist, and they are just as
waorthy of God’s grace. After the Mass, each newly
minted Catholic offered a testimonial, thanking those

Bishop Hitks’ Column, Dec. 2025

= ~ Finding Hope Behind Bars:
Becoming Disciples Who Make Disciples in- Unexpected Places

i

“who brought Chrrst to them and sharing how lost they
felt before being mtroduced to God and the Church.

- Their desire to cllng to hope and live out’ their )
- newfound faith i |nsp| ired me deeply as we gathered in

thatmakeshrftpnsonohapel L

Let me hlghllght the mlnlstry of the growmg number

of laypeople, deacons, and prrests inour Diocese

who are living out thlS calland brrnglng Chnst S love L

1o the |ncarcerated And theydo it. Wlth no- fanfare '
Truly, no one |s wrltmg them tha nk you notes or

and as g Dlocese should be proud that'so. many aré. -
puttlng thelr fa'th lnto actlon through thls mlmstry

.et/ery human berng, even those who have srnned or.. vl

- been cast aside by socrety As Jesus says in
M’atthew s Gospel: “Whatever yeu drd for one-of the ;
_leastof these, you-did for me. "’Thls i the heart of our

Ll mrssron To see Christ in the: pnsener. the hungry, the

thlrsty. the unborn, the: |mm|grant ithe person with
- disabilities; the stranger. and-allin need ltisa true
Ohr|st|arrhope Itis the convrctlen that Ghrlst is, W|th i

. us always and that every person |sworth seemg,

knowmg, and lovrng in H|s name

"ina fewweeks Iwrll celebrate Chnstmas Mass atthe .

DuPege County Correcnonal Fadlllty Asl preparefor
_that Mass. please know that | will carry your
|ntentrons with me in prayer. Also, |orn mein prayer )
‘a8 together we carry that hope’ not only intothe-
prlsons butinto-everyplace-where: Christ'stight ig——
.most needed. Our homes, our. parlshes our
workplaces our nelghborhoods, and allthe hldden
corners of our lives and our-world.

'May we never overlook.the unexpected places where .

God’s grace, hope, and light are waiting to break =
through and transform us all. For when we see the
face of Christ in every person we meet, we fulfill the
mission of being disciples who MAKE disciples.




Prepare the Way of the Lord

I remeinber going to Mass at my parish diring Advent and hear-

ing Father sing “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord” (from the musi-

cal Godspell) to start his homily. [ was completely confused be-

cause the singing felt like it came out of nowhere. But he went on

to explam how that song summed up the Advent season: We are
. preparlng the way of the Lord

“Tn today s (Jospel we see that John th(?Baptlst knew that Jesus s -
ministry was coming, saying “I am baptizing: you with water, for
repentance, but the one who'is.coming after me is mightier than I

- Tam not- worthy to- ‘catry | hig sandals. He will baptlze you W1th the . e

—h‘Ty_Sp‘_‘t_and fire.”” He was helping peoplerepertt so they could '--.-:l'

‘be ready for Jesus’ world changing ministry. Asridiculous as he
might've. sounded “the people who listened were ‘ableto repent
and prepare Just like actors and actresses pracuce for the big

- show, preparing. themselves to perform, we need to prepare out-.

- selves for his Second Comlng

- This can also apply to modern—day soc1ety Whrle We are prepar-
- ing for the Christmas’ parties and all the glft glvmg, we sometlmes‘f' g
forget, myself included, what-we are truly preparing for. One - -

~ thing that helps'is rememberlng to fit in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation to repent of my sins and be fully present to celebrate Je-
sus’ brrthday - i

As we prepare for the Lord, I pray that each-of you can truly enjoy
the Advent season and the Christmas season. Let’s also take time
to pray for those who aren’t practlcrng Chrrsuans, that this Christ-
mas season can help them see the good that God can do in each’
one of our lives.

By Ben Hooper



