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STT ANDREWW THEE APOSTLEE 
WEEKENDD MASSS INTENTIONSS 

Saturday, February 21st
4:00pm —  Edward S. Sikorski

Sunday, February 22nd
8:00am — Walter O. Cahoon 19th Anniversary
10:30am — Timothy Roberts

Monday, February 23rd
8:00am — Jose & Beatriz Pimentel

Tuesday, February 24th
8:00am — Intentions of Brian Machado

Wednesday, February 25th
8:00am — Madeline C. Wojcik

Thursday, February 26th
8:00am —  Theodore J. Wojcik

Friday, February 27th
8:00am — Antonio Resendes

Saturday, February 28th
4:00pm —  Mary Ellen Figlock, Ann Thomas, 
Margaret Cunha

Sunday, March 1st
8:00am — Priscilla “Paddy” Morgan 2nd 
Anniversary
10:30am — Antonio Machado

BAPTISM                                                                     
Parents who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish should call the rectory to make arrangements.

RECONCILIATION                                                          
Saturday at 3:30pm. Before and after all weekend Masses. 
Or at any time at the Rectory.

WEDDINGS                                                                  
Couples who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish may call the rectory eight months in advance to 
make arrangements.

NEW PARISHIONERS                                                           
We welcome you to our parish! Registration forms are 
available at the entrances of the church. Please complete 
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH                                                               
For more information, please contact Tara Sousa at      
508-272-1173 or tarasousa@aol.com                                                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914                                     
For more information, please contact Grand Knight,    
Bob Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

MEN OF ST JOSEPH                                                           
The group meets on the First Saturday of the month,   
September through June. Beginning with 9:00am Mass, 
followed by a meeting of fellowship and discussion.     
All men are welcome.

WOMEN AT THE WELL PRAYER GROUP
This group meets on the Second Saturday of the month. 
Beginning with the Holy Mass at 9:00am, followed by a 
fellowship and meditation. All women are welcome.

ST VINCENT de PAUL                                                
508-880-1583

PRAYER and ADORATION:

PARISH OFFICE

St. Andrew the Apostle                                                           
19 Kilmer Ave.  |  Taunton, MA 02780                         

Phone: 508-824-5577  |  Fax: 508-822-1401              
www.standrewtaunton.org                                  

  
Sanctuary Lamp for week of February 21st

Edward S. Sikorski MONDAY NOVENA                                             
Our Lady of the                         

Miraculous Medal             
Novena is held on           

Monday evenings at 7:00pm 
with Rosary and                        

Benediction.

WEDNESDAY Divine 
Mercy HOLY HOUR                
Meets in the church, 
6:00pm to 7:00pm

FRIDAY CENACLE 
PRAYER GROUP                  

Meets in the church,                 
Friday 1:00pm to 2:00pm 

      HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE With elevator 

EUCHARISTIC                       
ADORATION in CHAPEL               

St Joseph’s Adoration 
Chapel is open                  

Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm

February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle1st Sunday in Lent

mailto:tarasousa@aol.com
www.standrewtaunton.org
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SECOND READING  
A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the 
Romans 

Romans 5:12, 17-19  
 Brothers and sisters: 
Through one man sin entered the world, and through 
sin, death, and thus death came to all men, inasmuch 
as all sinned. For if, by the transgression of the one, 
death came to reign through that one, how much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and of the gift of justification come to reign in life 
through the one Jesus Christ. 
In conclusion, just as through one transgression 
condemnation came upon all, so, through one            
righteous act, acquittal and life came to all. For just 
as through the disobedience of the one man the many 
were made sinners, so, through the obedience of the 
one, the many will be made righteous. 
 
Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 
 
R.\ Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 

FIRST READING  
A Reading from The Book of Genesis 

Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

The LORD God formed man out of the clay of the 
ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and so man became a living being.  
Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in 
the east, and placed there the man whom he had 
formed.  
Out of the ground the LORD God made various 
trees grow that were delightful to look at and good 
for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the 
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.  
Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the   
animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent 
asked the woman, “Did God really tell you not to 
eat from any of the trees in the garden?” 
The woman answered the serpent: “We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about 
the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that 
God said, ‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest 
you die.’” 
But the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly 
will not die! No, God knows well that the moment 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will 
be like gods who know what is good and what is 
evil.” 
The woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining             
wisdom.  
So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and 
he ate it.  
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized that they were naked; so they sewed 
fig leaves together and made loincloths for             
themselves.  
 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 
A Reading from The Gospel according to         
Matthew       

Matthew 4:1-11 

At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the               
desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry. 
The tempter approached and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command that these stones become 
loaves of bread.” 
He said in reply, “It is written: One does not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God.” 
Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made 
him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down. For it is written: He will command his angels 
concerning you and with their hands they will              
support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.” 
Jesus answered him, “Again it is written, You shall 
not put the Lord, your God, to the test.” 
Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in 
their magnificence, and he said to him, ""All these I 
shall give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and 
worship me.” 
At this, Jesus said to him, “Get away, Satan! It is 
written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship 
and him alone shall you serve.” Then the devil left 
him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United 
States, second typical edition, Copyright 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain 
1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

 February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle 1st Sunday in Lent 
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Temptation for Jesus meant the same as it meant 
for Adam and Eve and as it also means for us. It 
meant choosing between good and evil, between 
doing God's will or one's own will. Jesus was 
tempted right through his whole life. His victory 
in the desert was not the winning of the war, but 
merely the winning of a battle. We can't hope to 
escape temptation; temptation is the struggle 
between the passions of the flesh and the 
longings of the spirit. It is not something to be 
ashamed of - our destiny isn't simply never to 
fall, but having fallen, to rise again. Temptation 
is not necessarily a bad thing, but by forcing us 
to choose good over evil it makes us strong. 
Virtue would become meaningless if there was 
no evil, no struggle. The battle against evil is 
never over as long as we are alive. However, 
each right choice makes the next right choice 
that much easier. Jesus victory wasn't easy. It 
was achieved through prayer, fasting and 
reflection on the will of the heavenly Father with 
the help of the Holy Spirit. He is with us also in 
our struggles. It is a great consolation this Lent 
to consider in our hearts that God is not outside 
our struggles but is with us during them. There is 
one aspect of gardening that most gardeners find 
difficult - the job of pruning fruit trees. And yet 
if pruning is neglected the results can be very 
disappointing. Pruning time is a painful time for 
a fruit tree. The pruner rids it of all those suckers 
which use up a lot of energy but produce no 
fruit. However, the aim of this surgery is not to 
inflict pain, but to help the tree to produce more 
and better fruit. Lent is a kind of spiritual 
pruning time. There is much that is useless and 
perhaps harmful in our lives which saps our 
energy and diminishes our spiritual fruitfulness. 
We ask the question…’of what shall we proud 
ourselves this Lent so that we may become more 
fruitful branches of Christ, the true Vine?' 

 

 

 

By Father Edward A. Murphy 

Gospel of Matthew 

Points To Ponder 
 

In the New Testament, the Greek word 
baptizein means to dip or to plunge. The Acts of 
the Apostles indicates that a laying-on of hands 
after the water rite was associated with the 
conferral of the Holy Spirit (8:14-20; 19:6). 
 
In the Old Testament the prophets announced 
that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on the 
hoped-for Messiah for his saving mission. Jesus 
asserts that this promise is now fulfilled in him. 
The descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his 
baptism by john was the sign that he is the 
Messiah, the 'one who is to come.' He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit; his whole life and 
mission are carried out in total communion with 
the Holy Spirit whom the Father gives without 
measure. 
 
The Hebrew word 'Messiah' means 'anointed 
one'. It is translated as 'Christos' in Greek. 
Christ means 'anointed one' and Christians are 
the 'anointed ones' who share in the messianic 
mission of Christ. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we who are reborn in the waters of 
baptism are anointed to proclaim the kingdom 
of God. The anointing ‘Christifies' those who 
receive it as it bestows the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
February Intercom 2026 

 February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle 1st Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 
Please continue to keep Fr. Murphy 
in your prayers as he underwent foot 
surgery last Friday. Please pray for a 

full and easy recovery.  

Thank you. 

Pray for Fr. Murphy 
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The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(O.C.I.A.) is a process for those who would like 
to learn more about the Catholic faith and prepare 
to enter the Church through the Sacraments of                      
Initiation.

Who can be a part of the O.C.I.A.?                           
·Someone who is unbaptized.                                         
·A baptized Christian who is interested in the               
Catholic Church.                                                                             
·A baptized Catholic who has not received 1st                 
Reconciliation, 1st Holy Communion and/or               
Confirmation.                                                                  
·A Catholic who would like to know more about 
their faith.

There are forms available at all entrances or                      
contact the parish office at 508-824-5577 or                              
Standrewtaunton@comcast.net.

St. Andrew the Apostle                                
Faith Formation Schedule 2025 - 2026

*First Penance has been rescheduled to 3/28/26 during the Retreat 
for Grade 2. All parents are welcome to attend.                                            
*Confirmation will be held at Annunciation of the Lord on April 
27th at 6:00pm.                                                                                         
Contact: faithformationtaunton@gmail.com

DATE GRADES 1– 8 CONFIRMATION 
GRADES 9 –10

2/22/2026 Grades 1 & 2               Grade 9

2/28/2026 GRADE 10 CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
(MANDATORY)

3/1/2026 Grades 3 & 4 Grade 10

3/8/2026 Grades 5 & 6 Grade 9

3/15/2026 Grades 7 & 8

Grade 2

Grade 10

3/22/2026 Grades 1 & 2 Grade 9

ST. ANDREW’S                                                           
WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT

Thank you for your support to our Parish 
Family. The Offertory for the weekend of                 

February 14th & 15th

This week’s Second Collection will be for:    
Fuel, Maintenance & Repairs      

Next week’s Second Collection will be for:              
Diocesan Assessment

Weekend Masses $      2,924.00

Liturgical Expenses $      1,255.00

Candles $           97.00

Annual Appeal $         125.00

February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle1st Sunday in Lent

First Penance & Retreat Rescheduled
Due to Fr. Murphy’s recent foot surgery, First 
Penance for Faith Formation Grade 2, has been 

rescheduled, as has the First Communion Retreat. 
First Penance and the First Communion Retreat
will now both be held on Saturday, March 28th
from 10:30am - 1:00pm in the Parish Hall. Please 

contact faithformationtaunton@gmail.com            
with any questions.

Winter Challenges and Expenses:
This long, hard winter has brought significant 
challenges, including substantial expenses for 

heating, electricity, and ongoing grounds                   
maintenance. These increasing costs have placed a 
considerable burden on our resources as we work 

to maintain safety and comfort for everyone.
Thank you to everyone who has submitted their 
Annual Appeal envelopes, and please consider      

donating if you haven’t already done so.

Thank you Annual Appeal

mailto:Standrewtaunton@comcast.net
mailto:faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
mailto:faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
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Young Adult Section 
By Brooke Pina              

What is the true purpose of Lent beyond “giving something up”? 
Lent is much more about creating a stronger relationship with God than it                        

is about anything else. But with any relationship, there has to be love.                                
A relationship without love will fall apart, and that’s why it’s so important to create 
a connection that is built on love, rather than material things. When you commit to 
loving someone, that means you should also be willing to sacrifice for them. You 

should be willing to give up your time, your energy, or even certain hobbies to 
spend time with the other person so you can create a stronger relationship.                

“This is what I’m willing to do out of love for you.” When God sees you trying, that 
means something to Him, just as it would to anyone else in your life that you’re 

willing to sacrifice for. But it’s important to remember that Lent is a two step             
process. Just giving something up is not enough to form a stronger relationship with 
God. You have to connect, whether that’s through extra prayers, studying the Bible, 

or anything else that allows you to spend more time with the Lord.                                
Lent is about connecting to God, not ticking off a box that says,                                     

“I’m a good Catholic because I’m giving up chocolate.”                                           
You have to be willing to go the extra mile. 

 February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle 1st Sunday in Lent 

Women at the Well 
Meeting 

This past Saturday, February 14th,                 
the Women at the Well met with                  

Sister Therese Maria, MSCL, to discuss                
faith and femininity.                                    

Thank you to all who attended. 
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Fridays in Lent 
Rosary and Divine Mercy at 5:00pm 

Stations of the Cross at 5:30pm 

 

 

 

Law of Abstinence 
1.  Those who are 14 years of age and older are obliged to 
observe the law of abstinence. 

2.  On days of abstinence, those bound by the law abstain 
from meat. 

3.  On all Fridays of Lent, abstinence is prescribed.                             
This, of course, includes Good Friday. Abstinence is also 
prescribed on Ash Wednesday.  

ASH WEDNESDAY - February 18th 
Masses will be held at                            

8:00am and 6:30pm                                        
Ashes will be distributed during Masses 

 February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle 1st Sunday in Lent 
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St. Andrew the Apostle 
CITY OF TAUNTON ~                           

CATHOLIC CHURCHES SOUTH 
Fr Edward A. Murphy,                            

Pastor 
Priests of La Salette Shrine,                     

Part-Time 
 

CHURCH STAFF                                                       
Nancy Roberts — Administrator                                       
standrewtaunton@comcast.net  

Brooke Pina — Administrative Assistant         
508-824-5577 

Brooke Pina — Bulletin Editor 
brookepina.standrews@gmail.com 

Sally Medeiros, Brooke Pina, Kristin Mohan —
Dir of Religious Education                                            
faithformationtaunton@gmail.com 

Ken Nosul — Organist 

Joseph Teixeira — Maintenance  

Susan Orton, Michael Wojcik, Richard Alvarnaz, 
Veronica Briggs — Sacristans 
 

PARISH OFFICE                                                          
St. Andrew the Apostle                   
19 Kilmer Ave.  |  Taunton, MA 02780                         
Phone: 508-824-5577  |  Fax: 508-822-1401              
www.standrewtaunton.org                                  

All Masses are Livestreamed at                                            
www.standrewtaunton.org                                  

Click: Please join us here on  “Livestream”   

TELEVISED MASS SCHEDULE                
Holy Mass can be seen:                                     
*Sundays at 3:30pm*                                       

*Tuesdays & Thursdays at 1:00pm*              
COMCAST                   

CHANNEL: 15  
VERIZON                     

CHANNEL: 22 
TCAM TV — Taunton Community Access & Media Inc. 

MASS LIVE STREAM SCHEDULE 
*ON WEBSITE *                                         

Sunday at 8:00am & 10:30am                              
Monday - Friday at 8:00am                                  
Saturday Vigil at 4:00pm 

Saint Polycarp 
Feast Day: February 23 

EVERY MASS CAN 
BE VIEWED ON 

OUR                                                   
WEBSITE!                                          

This disciple of St. John the Apostle was 
appointed bishop of Smyrna (now Izmir, 
Turkey), perhaps by John. Representing 

the Asia Minor churches, he went to Rome 
about 155 to discuss when to celebrate 

Easter. The result was that the Eastern and 
Western churches continued to calculate 

the date as before. Shortly after his return, 
Polycarp was arrested and urged to                 
renounce God. He refused and was                   

sentenced to be burned alive. When the 
flames did not harm him, he was killed by 

a sword, as recounted in an early                 
Christian document. 

 February 22nd, 2026 St. Andrew the Apostle 1st Sunday in Lent 

mailto:standrewtaunton@comcast.net
mailto:brookepina.standrews@gmail.com
mailto:faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
www.standrewtaunton.org
www.standrewtaunton.org


Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
mailto:signup@pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net
www.pilotbulletins.net


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Andrew the Apostle, Taunton, MA 5057

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
CALL NOW  1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change and vary by dealer. 
Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, 
Goleta, CA 93111    Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, 
Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other 
trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

CALL 1-888-485-5350

Inogen® Portable Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.
Convert the air around you into 

medical-grade oxygen. At just under 3 lbs.*, 

Inogen® lightweight and compact portable 

oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 

prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Andrew the Apostle, Taunton, MA 5057

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–
wherever it lives. From kitchens and 
pantries to bathrooms and laundry 
rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out 
shelves bring smart, accessible storage 
to every space in your home.

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

Schedule Now by Calling  1-855-625-9032
© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 1/31/2026. 

AS SEEN IN

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 300-2419
CALL NOW!

$1500
  OFF* PLUS

Military & Senior Discounts Available
OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

Now’s the best 
time to get energy-

Have you been putting off doing 
something about your old, stuck, or 
cracked windows? Protect your home 
from drafts and your bank account 
from outrageous utility bills by getting 
top quality-replacement windows 
from Window Nation. 

855-919-2625

Schedule your FREE quote!

Offer ends 01/31/2026

payment

$

payment

$

interest
rate

%

for 2 years

Offer Valid on certain models, excludes the cost of labor. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. Financingg

charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you 
will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended.  If you repay your purchase in full before

RIGL #44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA # WINDONL771PW, OR #249065 RI RIGL #44067.

50%
OFF
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Every Question is Importan
Call us at

508-822-3318

Crapo-Hathaway
Funeral Home

350 Somerset Avenue
Taunton, MA 02780

www.hathawayfunerals.com
The Quiet Comfort Funeral Home

Every Question is Important

Call us at

508-822-3318

Where What Is 
Special Is Everyday

508-822-9516
www.bisslumber.com

Hardwoods, Windows, 
Doors and more

508-824-2868
Professional Tile Installation

508-991-4455
425 1/2 Winthrop St., Taunton 410 Main St., Fairhaven

GRANITE, MARBLE AND
QUARTZ FABRICATORS

Largest selection 
in Southern New 

England.

garciatile.com

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
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Top Listing Agent
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M O N I Z

AUTO BODY
330R Winthrop Street
Taunton, MA 02780

(508) 823-9090
joe@monizautobody.net
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

adcofnorton.com

(508) 285-8301

 100 West Main Street, Norton, MA 

Welcoming New Dental Patients of All Ages

Family Dentistry Implants Periodontal Care

Orthodontics Sedation

Full-Mouth Rehabilitation (all-on-X)

Endodontics

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 

behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 

offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 

contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 

and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 

list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.

com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s 

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.855.720.0765

CALL TODAY! 1.855.720.0765

Be prepared before the next power outage.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
America’s #1 Awning!

mailto:joe@monizautobody.net
www.hathawayfunerals.com
www.bisslumber.com
www.btthrive.com

