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STT ANDREWW THEE APOSTLEE 
WEEKENDD MASSS INTENTIONSS 

Saturday, December 20th
4:00pm — Jack & Laura Camara, Jose & Beatriz 
Pimentel, Ronald Gonsalves 1st Anniversary

Sunday, December 21st
8:00am — Nora & Thomas Carrol
10:30am — Albert & Alice Bousquin,                 
William (Bill) Braga

Monday, December 22nd
8:00am — Yvonne Gordon

Tuesday, December 23rd
8:00am — Desrosiers & Hickey Families Living 
& Deceased

Wednesday, December 24th
4:00pm — All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Thursday, December 25th
12:00am — All Parishioners Living & Deceased
10:30am — All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Friday, December 26th
8:00am — Roberts & McMahon Families

Saturday, December 27th
4:00pm —  Bertha Florence

Sunday, December 28th
8:00am — Oliver Nwachukwa
10:30am — Intention of Mindy Alves

BAPTISM                                                                     
Parents who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish should call the rectory to make arrangements.

RECONCILIATION                                                          
Saturday at 3:30pm. Before and after all weekend Masses. 
Or at any time at the Rectory.

WEDDINGS                                                                  
Couples who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish may call the rectory eight months in advance to 
make arrangements.

NEW PARISHIONERS                                                           
We welcome you to our parish! Registration forms are 
available at the entrances of the church. Please complete 
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH                                                               
For more information, please contact Tara Sousa at      
508-272-1173 or tarasousa@aol.com                                                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914                                     
For more information, please contact Grand Knight,    
Bob Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

MEN OF ST JOSEPH                                                           
The group meets on the First Saturday of the month,   
September through June. Beginning with 9:00am Mass, 
followed by a meeting of fellowship and discussion.     
All men are welcome.

WOMEN AT THE WELL PRAYER GROUP
This group meets on the Second Saturday of the month. 
Beginning with the Holy Mass at 9:00am, followed by a 
fellowship and meditation. All women are welcome.

ST VINCENT de PAUL                                                
508-880-1583

PRAYER and ADORATION:

Parish Office
   St. Andrew the Apostle                 

19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-5577 | 508-822-1401 fax

www.standrewtaunton.org

  
Sanctuary Lamp for week of December 20th

Emily Del Solio

MONDAY NOVENA                                             
Our Lady of the                         

Miraculous Medal             
Novena is held on           

Monday evenings at 7:00pm 
with Rosary and                        

Benediction.

WEDNESDAY Divine 
Mercy HOLY HOUR                
Meets in the church, 
6:00pm to 7:00pm

FRIDAY CENACLE 
PRAYER GROUP                  

Meets in the church,                 
Friday 1:00pm to 2:00pm 

      HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE With elevator 

EUCHARISTIC                       
ADORATION in CHAPEL               

St Joseph’s Adoration 
Chapel is open                  

Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm

December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle4th Sunday of Advent
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SECOND READING  
A Reading from The Letter of Saint Paul to the 
Romans 

Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle 
and set apart for the gospel of God, which he              
promised previously through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, the gospel about his Son, descended from 
David according to the flesh, but established as Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 
through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Through him we have received the grace of 
apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith, 
for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, 
among whom are you also, who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in Rome, 
called to be holy. 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm              Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6                                                  

R.\ Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
The LORD's are the earth and its fullness; 
the world and those who dwell in it. 
For he founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the rivers. 
R.\ Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? 
or who may stand in his holy place? 
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 
who desires not what is vain. 
R.\ Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 
a reward from God his savior. 
Such is the race that seeks for him, 
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. 
R.\ Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 

FIRST READING  
A Reading from The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: 
Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; 
let it be deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky! 
But Ahaz answered, 
"I will not ask!  I will not tempt the LORD!" 
Then Isaiah said: 
Listen, O house of David! 
Is it not enough for you to weary people, 
must you also weary my God? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: 
the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall name him Emmanuel.  
 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 
A Reading from The Gospel according to              
Matthew       

Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found with 
child through the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to  
divorce her quietly. 
Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
your wife into your home. 
For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins." 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall               
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means "God is with us." 
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle 4th Sunday of Advent 
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   By Father Edward A. Murphy

Gospel of Matthew

Seeing Your Life Through the 
Lens of the Gospel

1) Joseph, described as a 'righteous man, 
planned to divorce Mary quietly rather than 
expose her to public shame. His righteousness 
was not about strict legalism but was tempered 
with profound mercy. How can I blend my 
commitment to what is right with a spirit of 
compassion and grace towards others, 
especially when I feel wronged?

2) God's guidance came to joseph at a moment 
of deep personal crisis and confusion, through 
a dream. This reminds us that divine revelation 
often meets us in our uncertainty. In the "quiet 
dreams" of my life - in moments of prayer, 
silence, or wise counsel - am I creating space 
to listen for God's direction even when your 
own plans are falling apart?

3) Joseph's obedience was immediate, and he 
took Mary as his wife, embracing social 
ridicule and accepting a life he did not plan. 
This required tremendous courage. What 
costly obedience may God be asking of me? 
Where am I being called to do God's will, 
despite the potential for misunderstanding or 
personal cost?

4) "God with us." This is the ultimate truth that 
should help us in all Circumstances. How does 
the reality of 'God with us" impact my current 
situation - my fears, my relationships, my 
future? Do I live as if God is truly present in 
the midst of my ordinary, and sometimes 
messy, life?

Intercom December 2025

God is with us
     In this wild, unpredictable ride that we call 
life, there is one thing we can always count on, 
one constant: Our Creator chooses to be with us 
throughout it all. No matter what unpredictable 
events take place in our lives, God's son, Jesus, 
promises to be there, guiding us and comforting 
us and challenging us, and helping us to take 
the next step in God's plan for us.
     In Joseph's case, the way that God guided 
him was through an angel appearing to him in a 
dream. That may happen to you, but probably 
not. The good news is that God has many ways 
to appear to us, and to guide us on our life's 
journey. It might be a well-timed phone call or 
visit from a friend. It might be a verse of a 
hymn that we had not noticed before. It might 
be in some completely unexpected and 
surprising way. But when we have the eyes of 
faith, and when we trust in God, he will always 
be there for us, leading us on the way.
     We are reminded of this promise in a very 
powerful way at the very end of Matthew's 
gospel. After Jesus has grown, and been 
baptized, and proclaimed the kingdom of 
heaven, and called his disciples, and been 
arrested and tortured and crucified, and raised 
from the dead, after all of this, Jesus gathered 
his disciples together one more time, to send 
them out to make disciples of all nations, and to 
baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. But before he sent them 
out, he reminded them of this same promise.
The last words spoken by Jesus in Matthew's 
Gospel would echo the words spoken by the 
angel to Joseph before Jesus was even born. 
Words which are at the heart of the good news 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus, our 
Emmanuel, who is our promise that God is with 
us, spoke these final words: And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.' God 
is with us, always.

December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle4th Sunday of Advent
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Eucharistic Adoration

St Joseph’s Chapel
Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm

Come visit and sit with the 
Lord!

“Could you not watch one 
hour with me?”

St. Anne’s:                        
Thursday,                       

January 22nd                
Rosary: 6:00pm                                         
Mass: 6:30pm

St. Andrew’s:         
Thursday,                              

January 29th                  
Rosary: 6:00pm                                         
Mass: 6:30pm

Healing Mass Schedule                     

St. Andrew the Apostle                                
Faith Formation Schedule 2025 - 2026

*Confirmation Date will be announced at a later time.                    
*First Penance will be during Faith Formation class on 2/22/26.     
All parents are welcome to attend.                                                        
Contact: faithformationtaunton@gmail.com

DATE GRADES 1– 8 CONFIRMATION 
GRADES 9 –10

12/21/2025 NO FAITH FORMATION - CHRISTMAS

12/28/2025 NO FAITH FORMATION - NEW YEAR’S

1/4/2026 Grades 7 & 8

1/11/2026 Grades 1 & 2 Grade 9

1/18/2026 NO FAITH FORMATION -                               
MARTIN LUTHER KING 

1/25/2026 Grades 3 & 4 Grade 10

2/1/2026 Grades 5 & 6 Grade 9

WEEKLY PARISH ST. ANDREW’S         
SUPPORT

Thank you for your support to our Parish 
Family. The Offertory for the weekend of                 

December 13th & 14th
will be available in next week’s bulletin. 

Thank you.

Calendars for this 
upcoming year are 
now available to 

take home.                  
Thank you to 

Crapo-Hathaway 
Funeral Home for 
being a part of this 

year’s calendar. 

2026 Calendars

December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle4th Sunday of Advent

mailto:faithformationtaunton@gmail.com


7

Young Adult Section

What does it mean to you to "keep Christ in Christmas?”                                       
I think the most important thing to remember is to not get completely                     

caught up in the commercial side of Christmas. Yes it can be fun to buy                  
and wrap and receive gifts, but only focusing on the material things                        

won’t make the holiday fulfilling. While many Christians go to Mass on                
Christmas for an hour or so, people must remember to think of the Lord                    

outside of the church as well. You shouldn’t stop just because you walked                 
out of the building. Every bit of love and happiness you receive comes                     
from God, so when you’re laughing with your loved ones,  or eating                       

tasty foods, or enjoying the beautiful lights and decorations,                                      
remember that Christ made all of that possible.

By Brooke Pina             

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

All parishioners are invited to participate in the 
Parish Giving Tree Program beginning the First 

Sunday of Advent, November 30th.

Gifts from the Parish Giving Tree go to the needy, 
the homeless, nursing home residents, and                  

Birthright. Those in need will benefit from your 
generosity during the holiday season. Gifts should 
be returned no later than Sunday, December 21st.

If you know of someone, a family, or you yourself 
are in need, please contact Tara Sousa at                      

tarams1231@gmail.com 
or 508-272-1173 or call 

the parish office. All 
calls will be handled in 

confidence.

Paint Party

The Women of Faith will be hosting a 
Paint Night on Saturday, January 17th, at 
5:00pm. Tickets are $25 per person and 

proceeds will benefit teens going to 
Steubenville. For tickets, please contact 

Tara Sousa at tarams1231@gmail.com or 
call 508-245-5792.

December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle4th Sunday of Advent
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2024 Christmas Flowers were given in                 
Loving Memory and Honor of: 

Margaret A. Coulombe, Jean A. Coulombe,                       
Mary Coulombe, 

Barbara, Hayward Sr., Hayward Jr., Edward,                
William, and Thomas Lewis,  

Jeannie Grealish, 
Margaret Medeiros,  
Eleanor Crossman, 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Zrebiec,  
Lisa Marie Andrade, 

Elaine Noonan,  
Josephine Privitera, 
Jim & Gloria Fahey, 

Edward S. Sikorski, Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Sikorski, 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Delsolio, 

Brian Espinola,  
Mary Pina, Caesar Pina, 

Steven Souza,  
Lyndsay Todaro, 

John & Sally Richards,  
Donald & Barbara Crandall,  

Maria Celeste Andrade, 
The Rogers, Champagne & Larivee Families, 

Archie & Margaret Gladue,  
Richard, Jean & Philip Paulson,  

Alicia O’Brien, 
The Moran, Hern, & Caramos Families,  

Jon Gillis,  
Pat Taylor,  

John & Rita Keating,  
Ralph & Lois Hill,  

Andy Keating,  
Mariano Sousa, Maria F. Sousa,  
The Keating & Crowley Families, 
Joseph & Mary (Donovan) Argas,  

Earl L. & Earl B. Hudson,  
Raymond Cole,  

Jennie Gorczyca,  
Anita & John Laffan,  

The Gonsalves Family,  
Dorothy Salazar,  

The Annunziato & Frappier Families,  

Jane Andrade,  
Celeste Amaral,  

Josephine Matoisa,  
Al Fortes, Mary Fortes,  

Alice Rousseau,  
Leo LaForest,  

Lorraine & James Duarte,  
The Ventura & Proulx Families, 

Philip Connolly,  
Jane Crossman, Ralph Crossman,  

William Morani Sr.,  
George Hickey,  

Bob Thomas, Eleanor Gustafson,  
The Hickey & Desrosiers Families,  

Paddy Morgan, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morgan,  
Mr. & Mrs. J. Edward Nowell,  

Hilda & Joseph Ferrari,  
Janet & Fred McClellan,  

Marlene Keating,  
Pamela Dalrymple,  

Brian Collins, Jeffrey Briggs, Matthew Briggs,  
The Heher Family,  

Theodore J. Wojcik Sr., Madeline C. Wojcik,                      
Salomea Wojcik, Jacob Wojcik, Frank S. Wojcik,  

Madeline Wheeler, Rosemary Wheeler,                          
Thomas Wheeler Sr., Thomas Wheeler Jr.,  
Francisco J. Carreiro, Arthur R. Carreiro,                       

Joseph F. Carreiro Sr., William D. Carreiro Sr.,               
Leonora Carreiro-Guglielmo, Anna T. Carreiro,               

Joseph F. Carreiro Jr.,  
G. Paulina Batog 

Al & Kay Petruzzelli, Tory Petruzzelli, 
Helen Metzger,  
Mary Valade 

Jacinto & Maria Rodrigues 
Carlos & Edwarda Costa 

John Lopes 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S MASS SCHEDULE  

St Andrew the Apostle  
19 Kilmer Ave. Taunton, MA 02780 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025 

4:00pm Vigil Mass 

11:30pm Christmas Carols 

12:00am Midnight Mass 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025 

10:30am Christmas Day Mass 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026 

9:00am Holy Mass 
 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

All CHRISTMAS Masses will be live streamed on website: 
www.standrewtaunton.org  

 Advent confessions will be 
heard throughout December 
at any time that is convenient 

for you. 

 December 21st, 2025 St. Andrew the Apostle 4th Sunday of Advent 
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TTELEVISED MASS SCHEDULE 
T C A M  TV — Taunton Community 

Access and Media Inc 
HOLY MASS  

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15 
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22 

Holy MASS can be seen   
* Tuesday & Thursdays at 1:00pm.                   

Sunday at 3:30pm 

Mass is Live-streaming on the website              
Monday - Friday at 8:00am                          
Saturday Vigil at 4:00pm                                 

Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am 

St. Andrew the Apostle 
 

CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES SOUTH 

Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor          
Priests of LaSalette Shrine, Part-Time  

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Nancy Roberts – Administrator - 
standrewtaunton@comcast.net  

Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant –         
508-824-5577 

Brooke Pina - Bulletin Editor - 
brookepina.standrews@gmail.com 

Sally Medeiros - Dir of Religious Education - 
faithformationtaunton@gmail.com 

Ken Nosul – Organist 

Denio Serpa, Luke Mullen, Kristin Mohan – 
Youth Ministers  

Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance  

Sacristans – Susan Orton, Michael Wojcik, 
Richard Alvarnaz, Veronica Briggs 
 

Parish Offices 
St. Andrew the Apostle     
19 Kilmer Ave.  Taunton, MA 02780    
508-824-5577.   508-822-1401 fax   
www.standrewtaunton.org                                  
         

 

EVERY MASS CAN BE 
VIEWED ON OUR                                                   

WEBSITE!                                          

All Masses are Livestreamed at                                            
www.standrewtaunton.org                                  

Click: Please join us here on  “Livestream”   

 

 

 

Saint Peter Canisius 
Feast Day - December 21 

This Doctor of the 
Church was born 
in Holland and 
studied canon law 
in  Belgium             
before turning to 
the study of             
theology in            
Germany. In 1543, 
after meeting St. Peter Faber, one of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola's companions, he              
entered the Society of Jesus and soon           
became a well known preacher. He              
attended two sessions of the Council of 
Trent and was an important figure in the 
post-conciliar Catholic revival in Europe. 
After completing his doctorate, St.                  
Ignatius assigned him to renew the            
Catholic faith in Germany. As the Jesuit 
provincial in southern Germany, Austria, 
and Bohemia, Peter Canisius started 
schools, colleges, and seminaries. He 
wrote three catechisms in German and is 
credited with keeping the southern               
German peoples Catholic. 
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Andrew the Apostle, Taunton, MA 5057

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–
wherever it lives. From kitchens and 
pantries to bathrooms and laundry 
rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out 
shelves bring smart, accessible storage 
to every space in your home.

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

Schedule Now by Calling  1-855-625-9032
© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 1/31/2026. 

AS SEEN IN

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26

“He has risen.” 
               Matt 28:6



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Andrew the Apostle, Taunton, MA 5057

Every Question is Importan
Call us at

508-822-3318

Crapo-Hathaway
Funeral Home

350 Somerset Avenue
Taunton, MA 02780

www.hathawayfunerals.com
The Quiet Comfort Funeral Home

Every Question is Important

Call us at

508-822-3318

Where What Is 
Special Is Everyday

508-822-9516
www.bisslumber.com

Hardwoods, Windows, 
Doors and more

508-824-2868
Professional Tile Installation

508-991-4455
425 1/2 Winthrop St., Taunton 410 Main St., Fairhaven

GRANITE, MARBLE AND
QUARTZ FABRICATORS

Largest selection 
in Southern New 

England.

garciatile.com

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
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M O N I Z

AUTO BODY
330R Winthrop Street
Taunton, MA 02780

(508) 823-9090
joe@monizautobody.net
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

adcofnorton.com

(508) 285-8301

 100 West Main Street, Norton, MA 

Welcoming New Dental Patients of All Ages

Family Dentistry Implants Periodontal Care

Orthodontics Sedation

Full-Mouth Rehabilitation (all-on-X)

Endodontics

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Standard S&H applies. Exp. 12/25/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2786
1.844.635.3890

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797ZDE  separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE  

$8999

61% OFF

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

IC: H6YG45

REG. $49.99 NOW

$3499
+$7.99
shipping

SAVE OVER 

52%
#483X | HALE SELECT DELUXE GIFT BOX 

866-262-6113
HaleGroves.com/H6YG45
Use Code H6YG45

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

mailto:joe@monizautobody.net
www.hathawayfunerals.com
www.bisslumber.com
www.btthrive.com

