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SSTT ANDREWW THEE APOSTLEE 
WEEKENDD MASSS INTENTIONSS 

Saturday, March 9th
4:00pm — Special Intentions, Pedro Martins Jr 

Sunday, March 10th
8:00am — Joseph & Margaret Sollecito, 
Alvarino Fortes, Mary Fortes
10:30am  —  Joao & Maria Jose Costa, Deceased 
Family Members

Monday, March 11th
8:00am —  Manuel & Etelrrina Moitoso & 
Family, Holy Souls of Purgatory

Tuesday, March 12th
8:00am — Thomas & Eileen Curry’s 13th 
Anniversary

Wednesday, March 13th
8:00am  —  Donald Rogers

Thursday, March 14th
8:00am — Jeffery Lucas
6:30pm — Healing Mass

Friday, March 15th
8:00am — Holy Souls of Purgatory

Saturday, March 16th
4:00pm — Raymond J. Ducharme’s 23rd 
Anniversary

Sunday, March 17th
8:00am — Laura & Joaquim Camara Sr.
10:30am — Emily Mae Santarpia

Sanctuary Lamp for week of March 9th

Jean Mills

BAPTISM                                                                     
Parents who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish should call the rectory to make arrangements.

RECONCILIATION                                                          
Before and after all weekend Masses. Or at any time at 
the Rectory.

WEDDINGS                                                                  
Couples who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish may call the rectory eight months in advance to 
make arrangements.

NEW PARISHIONERS                                                           
We welcome you to our parish!  Registration forms are 
available at the entrances of the church.  Please complete 
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH                                                               
For more information, please contact Tara Sousa at 508-
272-1173 or tarasousa@aol.com                                                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914                                     
For more information, please contact Grand Knight, Bob 
Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

MEN OF ST JOSEPH                                                           
The group meet on the First Saturday of every month.  
Beginning with 9:00am Mass, followed by a meeting of  
fellowship and discussion. All men are welcome.

ST VINCENT de PAUL                                                
508-880-1583

PRAYER and ADORATION

MONDAY NOVENA                                             
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena is held 
on Monday evenings at 7:00pm with Rosary and 
Benediction.

WEDNESDAY Divine Mercy HOLY HOUR                
St Joseph’s Chapel, 6:00pm to 7:00pm

FRIDAY CENACLE PRAYER GROUP                  
St Joseph’s Chapel, Friday 1:00pm — 2:00pm 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in CHAPEL                       
St Joseph’s  Adoration Chapel  is open                  
Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
With elevator

Parish Office
   St. Andrew the Apostle                 
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780

508-824-5577.   508-822-1401 fax

www.standrewtaunton.org

mailto:tarasousa@aol.com
www.standrewtaunton.org


FIRST READING  

A Reading from the 2nd Book of  Chronicles 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and 
the people added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all 
the abominations of the nations and polluting the 
LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in  
Jerusalem.

Early and often did the LORD, the God of their  
fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had  
compassion on his people and his dwelling place. But 
they mocked the messengers of God, despised his 
warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger 
of the LORD against his people was so inflamed that 
there was no remedy. Their enemies burnt the house of 
God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its  
palaces afire, and destroyed all its precious objects. 
Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to 
Babylon, where they became servants of the king of 
the Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the 
Persians came to power. All this was to fulfill the word 
of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah:  
“Until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths, during 
all the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy 
years are fulfilled.” 

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to 
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,  
the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this 
proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of 
mouth and in writing:  
“Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:  
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of 
heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to 
build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of 
his people, let him go up, and may his God be with 
him!” 
Thanks be to God. 
Responsorial Psalm                     Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6

R.\ Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!

SECOND READING 

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians 

Eph 2:4-10

Brothers and sisters: 
God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great 
love he had for us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, brought us to life with Christ — by 
grace you have been saved — raised us up with 
him, and seated us with him in the heavens in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come  
He might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith,  
and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;  
it is not from works, so no one may boast. 
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
for the good works  
that God has prepared in advance, 
that we should live in them.  
 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL  

A reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jn 3:14-21

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,  
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that  
everyone who believes in him may have eternal 
life.”
For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him will not be  
condemned, but whoever does not believe has  
already been condemned, because he has not  
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And 
this is the verdict, that the light came into the 
world, but people preferred darkness to light,  
because their works were evil. For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not 
come toward the light, so that his works might not 
be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to 
the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as 
done in God.
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



                      

   By Father Edward A. Murphy 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel:
 
1. Jesus speaks of himself being lifted up, a term 
that can mean a physical lifting, or also exaltation. 
By this play on words the evangelist explains to us 
that Jesus’ gift of himself in the passion was a 
glorious revelation of love, despite all its injustice 
and brutality. Bring to mind occasions when the 
love shown by Jesus is his passion was a sacrament 
of God’s love for you.
 
2. It would be very cushy for us if we could be a 
source of life to others without cost to ourselves. 
True life-givers know that they need the generosity 
of being lifted up by giving their lives so that 
others may have life. Recall when you have had 
that generosity and give thanks for others who 
have been like that for you. 
 
3. We receive life from God when our faith 
enables us to trust in God’s love for us. We give 
life to one another when the love between us is 
trustworthy. Recall memories of that kind of 
trustworthy love. For who have you been able to 
be a ‘Jesus person’ and give a love that another 
could trust? Who has shown that kind of love to 
you and been for you a sacrament of God’s love?

 

 

‘GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO MUCH THAT 
HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON…’ John 3:14-21. The 
first reading today is like an aftermath account by a 
reporter of the lowest point in the history of 
the  Jewish people. It records destruction,          
massacres, enforced exile to Babylon and the      
leveling ruination of the temple. 

Why did God allow this? Why did God not         
intervene? How could God let this happen? Similar 
questions were asked about Covid-19 which 
gripped the entire world. Why did God not stop the 
pandemic? What does God allow terrorists to maim 
and kill innocent people? Why did there young  
people die in a crash? Why was I the victim of   
horrendous, domestic abuse? Why is there famine 
in many parts of the world? Why did the ‘temple of 
my family’ have to be the one destroyed by         
addiction? Why do we have to die? Endless      
questions… 

No one has any convincing answers to these       
profound questions. The readings from Ephesians 
and the Gospel today give us an image of God who 
‘loved us with so much love that he was generous 
with his mercy and brought us to life in 
Christ’ (Eph 2:4). Today’s gospel is not about a 
God who is vengeful and spiteful. ‘GOD LOVED 
THE WORLD SO MUCH THAT HE GAVE HIS 
ONLY SON’ is an expression of God’s true nature. 

Our Church has faced low points in its history and 
in recent years has had to be confronted with a dis-
mal, shameful past. As a Church, we failed to 
preach that GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO 
MUCH and that each and every one of us is ‘God’s 
work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good 
life from the beginning he had meant us to live 
it’ (Eph 2:10). 

GOSPEL of John 

Lent is a springtime of new life and growth. It is a 
time that helps us to ask difficult questions about 
flaring injustice and the fragile uncertainty of life. 
Lent offers us the light, love and compassion of 
Christ to guide us through personal deserts of  
darkness and doubts.
 
‘By the River of Babylon’ was a Rastafarian song 
composed in Jamaica in 1970. It is based on      
today’s psalm. It was later popularized by Boney 
M in 1978. The psalm and the song are full of   
lament and yet kindled with hope – because no-one 
can ever stifle or silence the singing of the Lord’s 
song – which is – an unchained melody of eternal 
love for us all.



 
WEEKLY PARISH  ST. ANDREW’S     

SUPPORT 
 
 

Thank you for your support to our Parish 
family. The Offertory for the weekend of 

 March 2nd & 3rd 

Weekend Masses                       $    4,390.00 

Diocesan Assessment                $    1,980.00 

Annual Appeal                          $       100.00 

Candles                                       $      154.00 
 

This week’s Second Collection - will be for: 

Parking Lot Repairs 

Next week’s Second Collection - will be for:   

Fuel & Maintenance 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS                       
SEPTEMBER 17th   9:10am—11:30am                       

(includes the Holy Mass)   In the CHURCH 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 

Please join Fr Murphy on his Annual Pilgrimage 
to Medjugorje on May 7-16, 2024, $3299.00 from 
Boston. 

For more information visit 206Tours website     
https://www.206tours.com/cms/fredwardmurphy/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Tax contribution reports for 2023 will be    
available upon request.  You can contact the  

rectory or email the parish office and the form 
will be prepared as soon as possible.                              

standrewtaunton@comcast.net.  

DATE       GRADES 1-8    CONFIRMATION 

                                              GRADES 9-10 

3/17/2024     Grades 7 & 8          Grade 10 

3/23/2024               Saturday -  

First Holy Communion Retreat 

St. Andrew’s Hall - 10:00-1:00 

Mandatory 

3/23/2024               Saturday -  

Confirmation Retreat 

St. Ann’s Parish - 9:00-1:00 

3/24/2024     Grades 1 & 2           Grade 9 

3/31/2024  No Faith Formation - Easter 

4/4/2024                Thursday - 
Grade 10 Confirmation 

6:00pm  
Mandatory  

There will be altar server training classes for 
new students ages 8 and older: March 3rd, 
10th, 17th, and 24th, at 11:30am. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about becoming an altar server, there are 
forms available in the Sacristy.

mailto:standrewtaunton@comcast.net
https://www.206tours.com/cms/fredwardmurphy/


Law of Abstinence

1.  Those who are 14 years of age and older are 
obliged to observe the law of abstinence.

2.  On days of abstinence, those bound by the law 
abstain from meat.

3.  On all Fridays of Lent, abstinence is pre-
scribed. This, of course, includes Good Friday. 
Abstinence is also prescribed on Ash Wednesday.

The Penny Sale on Saturday, April 27th

We are accepting donations of NEW items. Items 
can be left on the bench outside the parish office.

Any questions, contact Kathy Duarte at 
508-822-5455

St. Andrew Knights of Columbus 

Council #11914 Scholarship 

Application Available

Scholarships will be rewarded in May 2024 to 
graduating high school seniors who meet the 
qualifications and are members of the St.      
Andrew Parish in Taunton. All interested      
students should contact Laurindo DaGraca at 
508-824-4147 or Michael Wojcik at              
508-822-4254 of St. Andrew Knights of       
Columbus or the Guidance Counselor of their 
school, to obtain an application. All              
applications must be sent to the scholarship 
Committee by April 26, 2024. 



The Men of St Joseph with Father Phil Davignon  

T HE  ME N O F ST .  JOSE PH  
PRAYER 

"St. Joseph, help me to be like you. Help me to be       
obedient to the teachings of the Church and faithful to 

God's commands. Help me to patiently endure my cross 
each day. Let me be a model of holiness and a pillar of 
virtue. I solemnly promise to embrace God's will and I 
accept the challenge to work tirelessly for my family's 
salvation. Be my guide and companion on this journey. 

St. Joseph, Terror of demons, pray for us." 



 
Monday’s  7:00pm — Miraculous Medal Novena 

 
Wednesday’s 6:00pm — Divine Mercy Holy Hour 

 
Friday’s 5:00pm — Rosary and Divine Mercy  

        5:30pm — Stations of the Cross  
 

Daily Mass — 8:00am 
 

Confession — Before or after Masses 
 

Healing Mass — Thursday, March 14th (St. Andrews), 
Thursday, March 21st (St. Annes) 

 
Men of St Joseph — First Saturday of the Month 

 
St Joseph’s Adoration Chapel — Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm 
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HOLY MASS  
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Holy MASS can be seen   
* Tuesday & Thursdays at 1:00pm.                   

Sunday at 3:30pm 

Mass is Live-streaming on the website              
Monday-Friday at 8:00am  

Saturday Vigil at 4:00pm and                                 
Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am 

 
St. Andrew the Apostle 

 

CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES SOUTH 

Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor  
Priests of LaSalette Shrine, Part-Time  

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Nancy Roberts – Administrator - 
standrewtaunton@comcast.net  

Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant –         
508-824-5577 

Brooke Pina - Bulletin Editor -
brookepina.standrews@gmail.com 

Sally Medeiros -Dir of Religious Education - 
faithformationtaunton@gmail.com 

Nathaniel Castro – Director of Music Ministry - 
nathaniel0519@comcast.net 

Denio Serpa, Luke Mullen, Kristin Mohan – 
Youth Ministers  

Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance  

Sacristans – Susan Orton. Michael Wojcik. 
Richard Alvarnaz. Veronica Briggs 

 

Parish Offices 
St. Andrew the Apostle     
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780    
508-824-5577.   508-822-1401 fax   
www.cstaunton.org 

 

EVERY MASS CAN BE 
VIEWED ON OUR                   

WEBSITE ! 

 

All Masses are Livestreamed at  

standrewtaunton.org 

Click: Please join us here on  “Livestream”   
 

 

mailto:standrewtaunton@comcast.net
mailto:brookepina.standrews@gmail.com
mailto:faithformationtaunton@gmail.com
mailto:nathaniel0519@comcast.net
www.cstaunton.org
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50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Service

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide 
a tailored plan that can help your 

lawn look its very best year-round.

Caring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation quote today!
1-855-614-6526

ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF
LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! SAVE!SAVE!

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, 
10%  OFF

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other 
restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions 
may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS 

if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. 

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

1.855.720.0765
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 3/31/2024

Before After

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

PF-SPAD0505111658

1-855-444-3698

To be truly independent, 
your personal emergency device 
needs to work on the go.
MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week by simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike 
traditional systems that only work inside your home, a MobileHelp 
medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you can 
participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, 
shopping and traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal 
alert system with you. MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is 
powered by one of the nation’s largest cellular networks, so there’s 
virtually no limit to your help button’s range. 

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a 
landline, with the MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. 
Whether you are home or away from home, a simple press of your help 
button activates your system, providing the central station with your 
information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know 
who you are and where you are located. If you’re one of the millions of 
people that have waited for an alert service because it didn’t fit your 
lifestyle, or settled for a traditional system even though it only worked in 
the home, then we welcome you to try MobileHelp. Experience peace of 
mind in the home or on the go.

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the first 

year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a 

one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. 

Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual 

plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional 

savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with 

MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not 

intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the 

cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on 

Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 
systems MobileHelp protects you:

Places where your
Help Button will work

Traditional Help
Buttons

At Home

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

Shopping

ottub-enoelpmiS n
operation

ecivreselbadroffA•

•

ciovyaw-2defiilpmA• e
communication

S.Uotssecca7/42• .
based emergency
operators

noitcetednoitacolSPG•

ediwnoitaNelbaliavA•

MobileHelp Features:

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!
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Every Question is Importan
Call us at

508-822-3318

Crapo-Hathaway
Funeral Home

350 Somerset Avenue
Taunton, MA 02780

www.hathawayfunerals.com
The Quiet Comfort Funeral Home

Every Question is Important

Call us at

508-822-3318

Where What Is 
Special Is Everyday

508-822-9516
www.bisslumber.com

Hardwoods, Windows, 
Doors and more

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

508-824-2868
Professional Tile Installation

508-991-4455
425 1/2 Winthrop St., Taunton 410 Main St., Fairhaven

GRANITE, MARBLE AND
QUARTZ FABRICATORS

Largest selection 
in Southern New 

England.

garciatile.com

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

Kevin W. Wade  Funeral Director

(508) 823-3371
Parishioner

70 Washington St., Taunton, MA 02780

Pre-need
Planning

Serving
All Faiths

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Herb’s HARDWOOD FLOORING
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Humberto & Zelia DaSilva - Proprietors

508-821-9218
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

OFFERING EXCEPTIONAL ADULT 
DAY HEALTH SERVICES TO ADULTS 18+ 

HEALTH CARE MONITORING • NURSES AND CNA STAFF
MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION • ACTIVITIES & 

ENTERTAINMENT • PERSONAL CARE & HYGIENE
NUTRITIOUS MEALS • TRANSPORTATION

WWW.HAPPYHEALTHADH.COM | CALL TODAY: 508.258.7500 | TAUNTON, MA

WE ACCEPT 
MASSHEALTH, 

UNITED HEALTHCARE,
 AND ALL MAJOR

INSURANCE PROVIDERS

FALAMOS 
PORTUGUÊS

HABLAMOS 
ESPAÑOL

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters 

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.

833-394-7998 / www.abcmedical.com
Psychiatric Services for Children & Adults

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

www.hathawayfunerals.com
www.bisslumber.com
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com
www.abcmedical.com

