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       STT ANDREWW THEE APOSTLEE 
     WEEKENDD MASSS INTENTIONSS 

   
Saturday,  December 9th 
4:00pm — Jeane LaCivita—  1st Anniversary, 
William and Frances Finnerty

Sunday,  December 10th 
8:00am –   Nora Carroll—4th Anniversary
10:30am — Lois and Frank Cash 

Monday,  December 11th
8:00am — Mable Silveri

Tuesday,  December 12th
8:00am — John & Ida Moniz

Wednesday, December 13th
8:00am —  Sister Teresa Marie, O.P., Judith 
Cabino

Thursday,  December 14th
8:00am — Intentions of Joseph Teixeira
6:30pm—  Healing Mass

Friday, December 15th
8:00am — The Botelho & Faria Families, Mr & 
Mrs John Duarte 

Saturday,  December 16th 
4:00pm —  Charles & Irene Bousquet

Sunday,  December 17th 
8:00am –  Lenora Perry, Francis Medeiros  
10:30am — Joan & Donald Ducharme

  
Sanctuary Lamp for week of        

December 9th 

     Bettencourt and Narciso Families    

BAPTISM                                                                     
Parents who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish should call the rectory to make arrangements.

RECONCILIATION                                                          
Before and after all weekend Masses. Or at any time at 
the Rectory.

WEDDINGS                                                                  
Couples who are registered and practicing members of the 
parish may call the rectory eight months in advance to 
make arrangements.

NEW PARISHIONERS                                                           
We welcome you to our parish!  Registration forms are 
available at the entrances of the church.  Please complete 
the form and return as soon as possible.

WOMEN OF FAITH                                                               
For more information, please contact Tara Sousa at 508-
272-1173 or tarasousa@aol.com                                                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #11914                                     
For more information, please contact Grand Knight, Bob 
Crossman, at 508-823-7920.

MEN OF ST JOSEPH                                                           
The group meet on the First Saturday of every month.  
Beginning with 9:00am Mass, followed by a meeting of  
fellowship and discussion. All men are welcome.

ST VINCENT de PAUL                                                
508-880-1583

PRAYER and ADORATION

MONDAY NOVENA                                             
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena is held 
on Monday evenings at 7:00pm with Rosary and 
Benediction.

WEDNESDAY Divine Mercy HOLY HOUR                
St Joseph’s Chapel, 6:00pm to 7:00pm

FRIDAY CENACLE PRAYER GROUP                  
St Joseph’s Chapel, Friday 1:00pm — 2:00pm 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in CHAPEL                       
St Joseph’s  Adoration Chapel  is open                  
Daily 7:00am to 7:00pm

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
With elevator

Parish Office
   St. Andrew the Apostle                 
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780

508-824-5577.   508-822-1401 fax

www.standrewtaunton.org
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FIRST READING 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah                     
                          IS 40:1-5,9-11 

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your 
God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim 
to her that her service is at an end, 
her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received 
from the hand of the LORD double for all her 
sins. A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the 
way of the LORD! Make straight in the waste-
land a highway for our God! Every valley shall 
be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be 
made low; the rugged land shall be made a 
plain, the rough country, a broad valley. Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together; for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. Go up on to a high moun-
tain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the 
top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good 
news!  
Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Ju-
dah: Here is your God! 
Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who 
rules by his strong arm; here is his reward with 
him, his recompense before him. Like a shep-
herd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers 
the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and 
leading the ewes with care.  
 

Thanks be to God. GOSPEL 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Mark     Mk 1:1-8 
 
 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in 
the desert: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and 
were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they 
acknowledged their sins. John was clothed in camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on 
locusts and wild honey. And this is what he pro-
claimed: 
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not wor-
thy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. 
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm              PS 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14 
 
R.\ Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
  

I will hear what God proclaims; 
the LORD—for he proclaims peace to his people. 
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, 
glory dwelling in our land. 
R.\ Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
 

Kindness and truth shall meet; 
justice and peace shall kiss. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
and justice shall look down from heaven. 
R.\ Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
 

The LORD himself will give his benefits; 
our land shall yield its increase. 
Justice shall walk before him, 
and prepare the way of his steps. 
R.\ Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
 
     
         

SECOND READING 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Saint   
Peter                                                     Pt 3:8-14 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a 
thousand years like one day. The Lord does not 
delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” 
but he is patient with you, not wishing that any 
should perish but that all should come to re-
pentance. But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a mighty roar and the elements will 
be dissolved by fire, and the earth and every-
thing done on it will be found out. Since every-
thing is to be dissolved in this way, what sort 
of persons ought you to be, conducting your-
selves in holiness and devotion, waiting for 
and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved 
in flames and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise we await new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteous-
ness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you 
await these things, be eager to be found with-
out spot or blemish before him, at peace. 
  
Thanks be to God. 
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   By Father Edward A. Murphy 

 
 

1. John the Baptist is presented as a messenger to 
prepare the way for Jesus. Who  have been 
messengers to you, preparing the way for Jesus? 
Who have been messengers to you, preparing the 
way for the Lord by alerting you to ways in which 
you could improve your life? To whom have you 
been such a messenger? 

2. In recent times there have been   many 
conflicting voices advising us on how best to deal 
with the threat of disease. What messengers have 
helped you to find a way of combining due care 
with living a full life? 

3. John calls the people to repentance (a change of 
heart), as a way to a new life. Can you recall times 
when you had a change of heart, and the change 
led to new life for you? 

4. John baptized people with water as a gesture to 
mark their change of heart. Sometimes we perform 
an action to symbolize our change of heart – write 
a letter, throw away our last cigarettes, etc. Can 
you remember a symbolic gesture with which you 
marked a change of heart? 

  

SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT 
The Deep End – The beginning of the good news 

The second Sunday of Advent turns our attention to 
John the Baptist. John was an interesting individual. 
We are told he dressed a bit strangely and spent a 
lot of time in the desert, “the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness.”  Yet it seems he was very popu-
lar with “all the people of Jerusalem” went out to 
hear him. John must have been a dynamic speaker 
and one in whom people found hope and inspira-
tion. In John the Baptist’s time, the people lived un-
der the oppression of the Roman Empire and were 
waiting for someone who would liberate them. John 
points to one that is greater than he, he points the 
people to Jesus. 

When Pope Francis released the encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti in October in 2020 he noted that dark clouds 
hand over our world and he urged everyone to em-
brace a spirit of friendship, kindness, compassion 
and solidarity as we move forward, to help ensure 
the dignity of every person and a more sustainable 
world for all. We certainly experienced a type of 
wilderness during COVID19. Our communities 
need messengers like John, who bring good news, 
hope and a vision for the future, who point us to-
wards a new way forward. 

As we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives once 
more, let’s make the most of this advent time, the 
most of this waiting time. May we use this space to 
reflect on what type of world can be born out of this 
wilderness we find ourselves in. May we reach out 
to those who are crying out for hope during these 
difficult months, like John the Baptist, offering a 
positive vision for the future. 
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WEEKLY PARISH  ST. ANDREW’S     

SUPPORT 
 
 

Thank you for your support to our Parish  
family.   
The Offertory for the weekend of 
December 2nd & 3rd: 
 

This week’s 2nd Collection -  will be for       
Organ Fund & Maintenance    

Healing Mass  

St Andrew the Apostle 

Thursday, December 14th 

Mass at 6:30pm 

The Holy Rosary begins at 6:00pm and will 
include the Sacrament of Confession.  

DATE       GRADES 1-8      CONFIRMATION 

            GRADES 9-10 

12/10/2022   Grades 3 & 4 Grade 10 

12/17/2022   Grades 5 &6 Grade 9 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS                       
SEPTEMBER 17th   9:10am—11:30am                        

(includes the Holy Mass)   In the CHURCH 
 

Weekly Collection  $  3414.00  

Fuel & Maintenance  $  1584.00 

Candles   $     25.00 

We have reverted back to our original website 
name: 

www.standrewtaunton.org 

If you type in the old site of cstaunton.org you 
will be redirected to the new website.         
 Thank you for your patience. 
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Hymns  - 2nd Sunday in Advent 
December 10th 

 
 

Opening    Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
                       MI #42 
Offertory   Beyond the Moon and Stars   MI #48 
Communion  Christ, Circle Round Us     MI #57 
Meditation The Advent of Our King   MI #59 
Recessional Lo, He Comes                   (Sheet) 

12/24/2023 NO Faith Formation Classes-
Christmas 
 

12/31/2023 NO Faith Formation Classes-
New Year 

 

 

CORRECTION on Names  

Avery Belle Balboni 
Parker Robert Clinch 
Blake Juliana LeClerc 

www.standrewtaunton.org
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PARISH CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

All parishioners are invited to participate in the Par-
ish Giving Tree Program beginning the First Sun-
day of Advent, December 3rd.   

Gifts from the Parish Giving Tree go to the needy, 
the homeless, nursing home residents, and Birth-
right.  Those in need will benefit from your generos-
ity during the holiday season.   

Gifts should be returned no later than Sunday, De-
cember 17th.  

If you know of someone, a family, or you yourself 
are in need, please contact Tara Sousa at tara-
sousa@aol.com, 508-272-1173 or call the parish 
office.  All calls will be handled in confidence. 

Please consider taking a tag or two to help bright-
en someone's Christmas this year. 

Women of  Faith Christmas Party                       
Wednesday, December 13th                                             
Segregansett Country Club                                              

Cocktails at 6:30pm, dinner at 7:00pm. 

SVdP  HAT  &  GLOVE  DRIVE 

St. Andrews Conference of Saint Vincent de Paul 
will be doing a Hat and Gloves Drive in Novem-
ber and December. Children, Teens and Adult 
hats and gloves are being requested.  All items 
must be new. Drop off box will be provided at 
the rear entrance in the addition.  Your generosi-
ty is appreciated.   

St Vincent dePaul Christmas Dinner Distribution 
will be on Saturday December 16th 12:00-
2:00pm. Requests for meals need to be in by De-
cember 3rd. 

Accepting canned vegetables, boxed stuffing, 
boxed potatoes, gravy, cake mix or corn muffin 
mix. 

SVdP Christmas Dinner Distribution 
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“Dear children! May this me be interwoven with prayer for peace 
and good deeds, so that the joy of the expecta on of the King of Peace 
may be felt in your hearts, families and in the world which does not 
have hope. Thank you for having responded to my call. ”  

Medjugorje Message, November 25, 2023  
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The Best Christmas of Your Life 
 
It is up to each and every one of us individually to make a concerted effort to prepare for Christmas—the birthday of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. How can we do this? Here are ten brief, concrete, and practical steps we can take so that 
Jesus will be born not only in the stable of Bethlehem, but also in the very depths of your heart. 
 
1. Clean the stable of your heart 
Advent, the time of preparation for Christmas, is a very propitious time to clean our heart, mind, soul and total being by 
means of making a good Sacramental Confession. Even with only a few days of Advent,  it’s still a great way to prepare 
for the Lord. Sin sullies or dirties the inner beauty of our soul; a good sacramental confession sweeps out the dirt and 
makes us clean. The Prophet Isaiah expresses this clearly: Though your sins be as scarlet they will be made white as the 
snow (Is. 1). 
2. Seek silence 
Strive to cultivate a silent and recollected heart. Try to avoid all unnecessary noise. When we have moments of silence it 
is then that God’s Holy Spirit can speak to us, give us certain lights or insights, and send heavenly inspirations. In a 
world filled with so much noise — you might even call it noise pollution—we really need more silence. Pope Paul VI in 
one of his reflections for the Christmas Season states that the Holy Family prayed, worked, and appreciated silence. So 
should we! 
3. More frequent and fervent prayer 
Saint Paul states that we should pray constantly and give thanks to God in our hearts. Jesus also said that it is necessary 
to pray always without giving up hope. (Lk. 18:1) However, offering fervent and frequent prayers is even more neces-
sary in the strong seasons of the year—both Advent and Lent. Set aside more time to talk to the Lord, Mary, and Saint 
Joseph in the depths of your heart. 
4. A Christmas Carol 
To set the stage for a fruitful Christmas viewing a good movie or two can be exceedingly fruitful. One of the greatest 
classics is a movie that came from a novel written by the great English novelist Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. 
5. Find joy in giving more than having 
The essential message of A Christmas Carol is that true joy can only be attained inasmuch as we learn the art of giving 
freely, generously, and continually to others. Scrooge lived a really miserable life until he dreamed of his mortality — 
one day he would surely die — which rocked his comfortable and materialistic existence. Let us seek out ways that we 
can give to others, especially those most in need. Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta asserted:  Give until it hurts! 
6. Live out the Mass in your life 
In a real sense, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is a daily Christmas. How, you might ask? Very simply: the priest conse-
crates the Host which is transformed into Jesus. He is really born in the hands of the priest. Then, when you approach to 
receive Holy Communion with a pure and loving heart, Jesus is born in your heart. Your soul becomes a re-
al Bethlehem—House of Bread. Therefore, try to attend Holy Mass as often as possible and let Jesus be born in your 
heart in the worthy reception of Holy Communion. 
7. Visit the poor, the aged, the sick, and abandoned 
Living out the Gospel of love is a perennial task. However, to really live out Advent to the fullest extent possible and 
experience the joy of the Lord Jesus born in Bethlehem, we should seek out helping those in our society who suffer 
most. Remember the words of Jesus: Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, that you have done to me. 
8. Reconcile 
The great English poet Alexander Pope wrote: To err is human, to forgive is divine. Christmas is not a time in which we 
should be at enmity with others, especially members of our own family. Two of the most difficult but important phrases 
that should issue from our hearts and lips are: I am sorry… and… I forgive you!!! If you are angry, resentful, bitter, and 
even hateful towards anybody, now is the time to reconcile. Be humble! Take the initiative and reconcile. Even though 
possibly very difficult, this gesture of reconciliation is very pleasing to God and will fill your heart with a deep peace 
that maybe you have not experienced in years! 
9. Kind words and a word of cheer 
In our social dealings one of the most important things we can do is to be kind to others. Get into the habit of saying kind 
words to others, especially to your family members. A compliment, a thanks, a word or two of encouragement—all of 
these can change a sad and desolate heart into one of joy and exultation! Remember the Golden Rule and apply it to your 
speech: Do to others what you want them to do to you… say to others what you would like them to say to you! 
10. Mother Mary & Christmas   
Of course, Christmas would not have taken place if it were not for the generous yes of Mary! Stay close to Mary. Pray 
the Rosary, especially the Joyful Mysteries. Accompany Mary in her journey to Bethlehem. Be with her in the stable as 
she brings forth Jesus for your salvation. Place Mary in Advent and Christmas and Jesus will be born in the depths of 
your heart. 
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TTELEVISED MASS SCHEDULE 
T C A M  TV— Taunton Community Access 

and Media Inc 
HOLY MASS  

COMCAST CHANNEL : 15 
VERIZON CHANNEL : 22 

Holy MASS can be seen   
* Tuesday & Thursdays at 1:00pm.                   

Sunday at 3:30pm 
Mass is Live-streaming on the website              

Monday-Friday at 8:00am  

Saturday Vigil at 4:00pm and                                 
Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle 
 

CITY OF TAUNTON ~ CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES SOUTH 

Fr Edward A. Murphy, Pastor  
Priests of LaSalette Shrine, Part-Time  

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Nancy Roberts – Administrator - 
standrewtaunton@comcast.net  

Carol Berube – Administrative Assistant –         
508-824-5577 

Sally Medeiros -Dir of Religious Education - 
faithformationtaunton@gmail.com 

Nathaniel Castro – Director of Music Ministry - 
nathaniel0519@comcast.net 

Tara Sousa – Youth Minister  

Joseph Teixeira – Maintenance  

Sacristans – Susan Orton. Michael Wojcik. 
Richard Alvarnaz. Veronica Briggs 

Parish Offices 
St. Andrew the Apostle     
19 Kilmer Ave., Taunton, MA 02780    
508-824-5577.   508-822-1401 fax   

 

EVERY MASS 
CAN BE 

VIEWED ON 
OUR WEBSITE ! 

 

All Masses are Livestreamed at  

standrewtaunton.org 

Click: Please join us here on  “Livestream”   
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50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Service

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide 
a tailored plan that can help your 

lawn look its very best year-round.

Caring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation quote today!
1-855-614-6526

ON YOUR INSTALLATIONON YOUR INSTALLATION
50%  OFF
LimitedLimited TimeTime Offer! Offer! SAVE!SAVE!

TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Additional savings for military, 
10%  OFF

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other 
restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and 
conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted 

technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriemetalroofs.com/erie-licenses/. MA: 159905.

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

1.855.720.0765
FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE

Expires 12/31/2023

Before After

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(617) 841-4985

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

Order Christmas Cards Today
Available at www.PilotPrintingShop.net
See Pricing & Read Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available
Select One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@PilotPrinting.net

mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
www.PilotPrintingShop.net
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Every Question is Importan
Call us at

508-822-3318

Crapo-Hathaway
Funeral Home

350 Somerset Avenue
Taunton, MA 02780

www.hathawayfunerals.com
The Quiet Comfort Funeral Home

Every Question is Important

Call us at

508-822-3318

Where What Is 
Special Is Everyday

508-822-9516
www.bisslumber.com

Hardwoods, Windows, 
Doors and more

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

508-824-2868
Professional Tile Installation

508-991-4455
425 1/2 Winthrop St., Taunton 410 Main St., Fairhaven

GRANITE, MARBLE AND
QUARTZ FABRICATORS

Largest selection 
in Southern New 

England.

garciatile.com

Helping seniors stay healthy.
Call (866) 384-6796 

(TTY 711) to join.

Kevin W. Wade  Funeral Director

(508) 823-3371
Parishioner

70 Washington St., Taunton, MA 02780

Pre-need
Planning

Serving
All Faiths

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Herb’s HARDWOOD FLOORING
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Humberto & Zelia DaSilva - Proprietors

508-821-9218
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com
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Connect Anywhere, Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

Savings shown over aggregated
single item base price. Standard S&H applies.

Exp. 12/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

1.855.995.3200 ask for 74222VDY
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8238

Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)

4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)

4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)

4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)

4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)

8  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222VDY     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Call 1-888-617-1291 to order item 492X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YN27

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H4YN27

SAVE 37%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special limited- 
time offer!

Sunshine Citrus
Grove
Navels

Tangerines

Petite Red 
Navels

Petite 
Navel

Picked fresh from the Grove

www.hathawayfunerals.com
www.bisslumber.com
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com
www.Herbshardwoodfloors.com

