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5812 Ford Rd. N. Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  (812) 985-3115
Facebook:  Immanuel United Church of Christ			Church Website:  www.immanueluccmv.com
Church Email:  info@immanueluccmv.com				Secretary:  Janie Meinschein (812)483-3578
Council President:  Bret Baldwin (930) 465-5471
      Our Vision? “To grow a vibrant church by sharing Christ with the community . . .”
Our Mission?  “To invite, inspire, involve, increase . . .”
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING													  Paula Boarman

PRELUDE

*PRAISE SONG  #435					“The Savior Is Waiting” (verse 1)

*CALL TO WORSHIP -  (based on Psalm 62)												  Paula Boarman

     L: In silence my soul waits for God, who alone is my hope. 

     P: God only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly moved.

     L: My deliverance and my honor rest on God, who is my mighty rock, and my refuge. 

     P: God only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

     L:  Trust in God at all times, O people; pour out your heart before God. 

*OPENING HYMN  #108				“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)														  Paula Boarman

We give thanks, merciful God, that in Christ you seek to unite all things in heaven and on earth.  You seek to reconcile all people to one another and to you.  When we fail to work toward unity, forgive us.  Fill us with your Spirit and call us into reunion with You and our brothers and sisters.  Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE																		 Bret Baldwin

Hear the Good News:
In Christ, we are forgiven and offered new life in the Spirit.
Thanks be to God!

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

*APOSTLES CREED  #137   (In unison)													  Paula Boarman

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS																		  Ashton Wagner

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE																	  Paula Boarman
	Silent Prayer ~ Pastoral Prayer ~ Lord’s Prayer

SERVICE OF GIVING
Offertory

Lay Leader:  We hear in Psalm 103, “Bless the Lord, O my soul and all that is within me.
Bless his Holy Name!”  May the offering today be a blessing unto God and
bless the mission God sets before us as Immanuel United Church of Christ.

*Response  No. 382

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)														  Paula Boarman

Everlasting Father, thank you that you are the light of the world, guiding our steps on your path. Your word says that the earth is yours, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to you. We recognize everything we have belongs to you. We acknowledge that our very lives belong to you. We now offer back to you a portion of what you have given us. May God the Father prepare our journey, Jesus the Son guide our footsteps and the Holy Spirit watch over us, on every path that we follow. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk127634133]SCRIPTURE –  Colossians 1: 15-23 CSB													  Paula Boarman
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
16For everything was created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him and for him.
17He is before all things, and by him all things hold together.
18He is also the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.
19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
20and through him to reconcile everything to himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.
21Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your evil actions.
22But now he has reconciled you by his physical body through his death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him—
23if indeed you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith, and are not shifted away from the hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have become a servant of it 

HYMN  #29								“Wonderful Words of Life”
SERMON										“Who is Jesus?”											Lee Keitel

*CLOSING HYMN  #69				“Standing on the Promises“

*BENEDICTION																							Lee Keitel

*BENEDICTION SONG 						“Lord of Life	”

Lord, of life, Lord of Love, Walk forever beside us.
Day by Day, Show the Way, With your Vision to guide us,
Striving to Follow Your Will and Way, Nothing can divide us,
Lord of Life, Lord of Love, Walk forever beside us.

POSTLUDE
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                                                                  Today                                          August 23
	Lay Leader: 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist
	Paula Boarman
Terri McCormick
Beth Folz
	Dennis Clark
Bret & Traci Baldwin
Beth Folz



	ATTENDANCE
	LAST WEEK:48                      LAST YEAR: 38




*MEMBERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS TO REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS

*Charles Behrick				*David Behrick			*Becky Brenner			*Cherry Chase
*Janice Jones				*Kenny Kuebler			*Dan Riddle				*Ruth Rueger
David Frye					Norma Houghton		Tom Howard				Denis Lambrech
	Kenny Meinschein			Teresa Topper			Ken Willett				Eli Williams

If you have names to be added or deleted from the Prayer List, please obtain permission from the person or a family member for their name to be published. 
A phone call or a card will let people know we miss them and we care for them.
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                                         We wish to welcome all in the name of Christ.
                                                 We invite you to worship with us every Sunday...
                                        and to become a part of this faith household.

We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.
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TODAY – Lee Keitel
NEXT SUNDAY – Billy Thompson


We pray their message will touch our hearts and inspire our faith.
Thank you for blessing our congregation with your time, wisdom and love.





IN LOVING MEMORY:  We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family and loved ones of Carol Williams, who was called home to be with the Lord on August 2nd, 2026.  We give thanks for their life, faith, and service among us, and we rejoice in the promise of eternal life through Christ Jesus.  The funeral was held on Thursday, August 13th at Immanuel with burial in Immanuel Cemetery.  Memorial contributions may be made to Immanuel UCC or the Autism Foundation.  Please keep the family in your prayers during this time of grief, that they may find comfort in God’s unfailing love and the hope of reunion in His heavenly king.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. – Matthew 5: 4


NEWSLETTER ITEMS for September are due in the office Thursday, August 27th.


We are happy to have Pastor Grace Parker on Sunday, August 30, 2016, for a trial sermon, which will be followed by a meet-and-greet luncheon. Please review Pastor Grace’s bio below to become familiar with her background ahead of her visit.

Pastor Grace Parker

Raised in Appalachia, I grew up with a love for good stories, strong communities, and, of course, a good church potluck! My grandfather was an old-time mountain preacher, so ministry has been part of my life for as long as I can remember. I have spent the majority of my ministry years working with children and youth, along with serving in a variety of other ministry roles. I’ve had the privilege of speaking at women’s conferences, leading worship, serving as a foster mother, writing children’s books, and creating VBS programs. These experiences have given me a deep love for helping people of all ages discover the joy of knowing and following Christ. Currently, I serve as Lead Pastor of Old Center Church in Newville, Alabama, and as Children and Youth Director at All Saints Episcopal Church in Thomasville, Georgia. I also host Ashes 613, a podcast for Christian Indie musicians, where I have the joy of talking with wonderfully creative folks about their music, and their faith journey. I’m blessed with one adult son, Shiloh, who is incredibly talented (though I may be a little biased!). He edits and produces my podcast, manages my website and social media, and handles much of the behind-the-scenes technical work that often goes unnoticed in ministry. In my spare time, I enjoy playing guitar, creative writing, and wandering through thrift stores in search of treasures I probably don’t need but desperately want! I’m excited to visit Immanuel, meet everyone, worship together, and hear your stories. I’m grateful for the opportunity to be with you and look forward to getting to know this church family.



[image: ]              Gentle Exercise Class  . . . designed for 40+
                                                  Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
                                                  Breath & Movement 45 mins~
                                                  Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-




THIS WEEK

SUNDAY			16th				TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
										9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
											10:00 a.m. Worship
											5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY			17th

TUESDAY		18th

      WEDNESDAY	19th	

THURSDAY		20th				9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
										5:30 p.m. Council Meeting

FRIDAY			21st	

SATURDAY		22nd	

SUNDAY			23rd				THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
										9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
										10:00 a.m. Worship Service
											5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting
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August 16 – Julie Renshaw, Greg Renshaw
August 23 – Mellisa Hall
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August 21 – Duane & Jessica Lawrence
August 23 – Andy & Charlene Baldwin
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