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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 5, 2026 @ 10:00 a.m.
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5812 Ford Rd. N. Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  (812) 985-3115
Facebook:  Immanuel United Church of Christ			Church Website:  www.immanueluccmv.com
Church Email:  info@immanueluccmv.com				Administrative Assistant:  Janie Meinschein
Pastor:  Rev. Robert Walker								Pastor Phone: 812-455-0087 (phone or text)
Our Vision? “To grow a vibrant church by sharing Christ with the community . . .”
Our Mission?  “To invite, inspire, involve, increase . . .”


Easter Sunday
April 5, 2026
Rev. Bob Walker

RINGING OF THE BELL																			   Keith Deig

THE JOYFUL NEWS OF THIS NEW DAY!												     Rev. Bob Walker

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING														 Bret Baldwin

[bookmark: _Hlk195586013]PRELUDE									“The Strife is O’er”							 Hand Bell Choir

THE EASTER DECLARATION																	 Bret Baldwin

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made!
People: We will rejoice, and be glad in it!

Leader The Lord is our strength and our song; he has become our victory!
                                  People: You are our God, and we will praise you;
You are our God, and we will exalt you.

Leader:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
People His faithful loves endures forever!

                                       ALL:ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!  AMEN!

*OPENING SONG #289		“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

*AN EASTER LITANY																				 Bret Baldwin

	LL:  The risen Christ meets us at the tomb, and turns our tears to joy
		  For your love and goodness

	People:   We give you thanks, O God.

	LL:  Christ comes through our locked doors, and turns our fear to courage.
		  For your love and goodness

	People:    We give you thanks, O God.

	LL:  Christ comes to daily life and work, and turns our failure to new vision.
		  For your love and goodness

	People: We give you thanks, O God.

	LL:  Christ breaks the bread, and turns our despair to hope.
		  For your love and goodness

	People: We give you thanks, O God, and now we sing to you our glory in Christ!

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. Amen.


SCRIPTURE READING	John 20:1-18														 Bret Baldwin

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Leader:	This is the Gospel of our Risen Lord.
People:	   Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART																	 Rev. Bob

EASTER PRAYER #294																				 Rev. Bob

THE LORD’S PRAYER(debt, debtors)

	All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*SONG #299									“He Lives”

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY (Based on John 20:1-18)									 Bret Baldwin

Glorious God, we rejoice in Jesus' victory over death! You raised him up to live forever. He left behind his linen wrappings -- the shroud, his grave clothes. Robed in white, Christ leads us from darkness to light. Help us to follow him, leaving behind the things of our past that obscure our horizons. We dedicate these offerings as tokens of the breaking dawn of Christ. Our true gratitude shines forth by our joyfully giving of our earthly goods we give.  Our ushers will wait upon us.

Offertory

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

*Prayer of Dedication  (Unison)															 Bret Baldwin

	Mighty God of Resurrection and Redemption, we offer our gifts alongside our alleluias! We offer our hands and feet and voices to take the celebration out of this place into a world that needs hope so desperately! May we go into the world with such energy, excitement, and power that the ground shakes once again, that lightning flashes, and that people see in us your redeeming love and the triumph of light over darkness! In the name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING		Acts 10:39-43														 Rev. Bob

	39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

SERMON									“We Are Witnesses!”										 Rev. Bob
[bookmark: _Hlk502947480]		
COMMUNION SONG #298				“Christ Arose”

COMMUNION CELEBRATION
	Invitation to the Table
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

	Words of Institution
	Sharing the Bread and Cup
	*Prayer of Thanksgiving
	All:	Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is made tangible. We have rested in the depth of your love; we have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; we accept you into daily lives and yet lived dreams. Together, at this table, you offer us life. Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer. Living in your name, we give thanks to you. Amen.

*SONG OF PROMISE #288			“Jesus Lives, and So Shall I” (vs 1, 3, 5)




*BLESSING																								 Rev. Bob

	Pastor:	Be at peace. Love and care for all people in the name of Jesus Christ and the blessing of the Ever-Present God be upon you.

	People:	The power of the Risen Christ is with us! In His wisdom and His gentleness, 
           the Holy Spirit inspires us, surrounds us, and guides us this day, this week, as we 
           gather for breakfast, and until we meet again. Amen.

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION																			 Rev. Bob

Go forth in joy! Let your voices ring with victory; for Christ is Risen! Happy Easter!
People:    HAPPY EASTER!

*BENEDICTION SONG				“Lord of Life, Lord of Love”

Lord of Life, Lord of Love, Walk forever beside us,
Day by Day, Show the Way, With your Vision to guide us.
Striving to Follow Your Will and Way, Nothing can divide us,
Lord of Life, Lord of Love, Walk forever beside us.

POSTLUDE

Used by Permission.  CCLI License # 20658309, Streaming # 20658316
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                                                                       Easter Festival                              April 12
	Lay Reader 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
	Bret Baldwin
OPEN
Beth Folz
	
OPEN
Beth Folz



	ATTENDANCE
	             LAST WEEK:                 LAST YEAR:  59




OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST

*Members of Immanuel

*Charles Behrick		*David Behrick 			*Janice Jones		*Dan Riddle

Rick Ferguson		Kiersten Ferguson-Cremin		David Frye		Norma Houghton

Tom Howard		Dennis Lambert		Kenny Meinschein			Mildred Taylor

	Teresa Topper		Ken Willett		Eli Williams
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WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS!
We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.

COUNCIL MEETING will be held Thursday, April 9th at 5:30 p.m.



[image: Weekly Activities at Wenty Leagues]
Gentle Exercise Class
       designed for 40+



Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
Breath & Movement 45 mins~
Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-






UPCOMING MINISTERS/SPEAKERS

April 12th – Rev. Jason Shemanski

April 19th – Adam McCloud

April 26 – Wendi Nelson

May 3 – Rev Bob Walker











THIS WEEK

SUNDAY		5th					EASTER SUNDAY
									7:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
									Breakfast following Sunrise Service
										10:00 a.m. Easter Festival Service
										5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY		6th

TUESDAY	7th

      WED	8th	

THURSDAY	9th				9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
									5:30 p.m. Council Meeting

FRIDAY		10th

SATURDAY	11th

[image: april anniversary clipart 10 free Cliparts | Download images on ...]SUNDAY		12th				9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship Service
										5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting
[image: Happy April Birthday]

                              April 8 – Gloria Guerrero, Dan Riddle
                              April 12 – Addison Willett                                                  April 6 – Jeff & Linda O’Risky



SAVE THE DATE
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