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We wish to welcome all in the name of Christ.
We invite you to worship with us every Sunday...
and to become a part of this faith household.

Ash Wednesday
March 5, 2025



RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING														 Bret Baldwin

PRELUDE

*PRAISE HYMN  #394					“Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart”

*CALL TO WORSHIP																				 Bret Baldwin

L: Lent is a journey of the heart. 

P: God invites us to clear our lives and seek His Presence.

L: We come seeking light for our darkness and strength for our days.

P: In our heart of hearts, we believe and know that God is the Light who shines
    now and forever more! Amen and Amen.

*OPENING HYMN  #147		“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

*LITANY OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF ASSURANCE

	   L:   Let us confess our sins before God and one another.								 Bret Baldwin

    ALL:  We recognize God’s assurance of Grace by knowing our forgiveness of sin is      
             through the birth, life, death, resurrection and eternal life in Christ Jesus.  Our 
              assurance happens through pardon, forgiveness, and blamelessness of sin 
              immediately, at once by the Grace of God through Jesus Christ.  We are assured 
              by the presence of the Holy Spirit that what happens is true. Repent and know, 
              understand, and perceive the truth that your sins are no more.  By the Grace of 
              God...the earthly life of Jesus…by the eternal life of Christ you are free not to sin.  
              Believe and claim your Grace.  May God bless our living freely in faithfulness and 
              Grace given Love. In the name of Christ Jesus.  Amen and Amen.

*HYMN  #629							“Only Trust Him”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – 

Bobbie H.:	Gracious God, may your Spirit give strength to all your people as they work and witness in your world. Unite us in your truth and love, and help us to show your love to others.

	All:  God of Love, grant our prayer.

Judy D.:		Gracious God, we pray for all people, for places where there is war or famine, for
places and people experiencing hardship.  May leaders of nations be given wisdom.  We pray for peace.

	All:  God of Love, grant our prayer.

Bobbie H.:	We pray for our community and for all who live and work in our towns.  We pray for families and friends and strangers. We pray for our congregation: Immanuel United Church of Christ. May Your Love penetrate the hard places of our minds and hearts. May all our loved ones and strangers experience the goodness of your healing hand and voice.

	All:  God of Love, grant our prayer.

Judy D.: 	We pray for those in need, for those who are suffering in body, mind or soul, and spirit and for those who are on the mend.  Compassionate God, give your strength and healing Light to all.  Comfort the grieving and bring us all into the Light of your Son Jesus.

	All:  God of Love, grant our prayer.
	
Bobbie H.:	We pray for one another and ourselves.  May we see Your Presence in all             that we do this week and within all those we meet.  May your Light guide our paths.  May the love of Jesus be with us at this time and in the days to follow.

	Judy D.:		Let the Grace and Love of God open hearts to these words 
                           of the Lord’s Prayer, in Christ we pray--- 

 Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen and Amen.

SERVICE OF GIVING

Bret Baldwin:	All good gifts come from our Loving God. God has given us life and new life in Christ!  With thanksgiving in our hearts, we offer up our tithes and offerings to God!

Offertory

*Response  #382.         Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)															 Bret Baldwin

	Accept these offerings now placed before you, O God.  You are the giver of every good and perfect gift.  Grant that these gifts may be symbols of our love now offered more fully to you.  Use these gifts, we pray, to further your realm on earth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Savior, we pray this.  Amen and Amen.

SCRIPTURE – 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10															 Pastor Angel
20b So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  6 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.   2 For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  3 We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.   

HYMN  #486							“Open My Eyes, That I May See”

PASTORAL REFLECTION			“Beginning with Ashes”								Pastor Angel 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES																			 Pastor Angel

*CLOSING HYMN  #64					“Peace I Leave With You” 

*BENEDICTION																						 Pastor Angel

POSTLUDE

*Please stand 
Minister: 		Pastor Steve Angel
Lay Leader:	Bret Baldwin
Readers:		Bobbie Hoebeke & Judy Deig
Pianist: 		Beth Folz

(Used by Permission.  CCLI License # 20658309, Streaming # 20658316)
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OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST

*Charles Behrick (West River) - 714 S. Eickhoff Road, Room 211, Evansville, IN  47712

*David Behrick (West River) – 714 S. Eickhoff Road, Room 211, Evansville, IN  47712

*Janice Jones (Home) – 1927 Illini Drive, Evansville, IN  4772)

*Chris Moers (Home) – 201 W. Delaware Street, Evansville, IN  47710)

	*Ruth Rueger (Home) – 4108 Caborn Road N., Mt. Vernon, IN  47620

Ken Willett (Select Specialty Hospital) – 
400 SE 4th Street, Room 206, Evansville, IN  47713

David Frye			Maxine Burdick (Sister of Cherry Chase)

Teresa Topper (Friend of Chris Moers)


[image: Jay Makowski Preaches - University United Methodist Church]

WE WELCOME PASTOR STEVE ANGEL AS OUR 
GUEST MINISTER THIS EVENING!





ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE OFFER A BIG WELCOME to all our guests this evening: “Welcome!” 
We invite you to sign our Guest Book in the Narthex! 

EVERY SUNDAY we invite the children to come forward for Children’s Moments.


[image: Please Join Us - Heritage Christian Reformed Church]
JOIN US ON SUNDAY MORNING!

Sunday School for adults begins at 9 a.m.
Worship begins at 10 a.m.



In the United Church of Christ (UCC), the "imposition of ashes" refers to a ritual practiced on Ash Wednesday where ashes are placed on a person's forehead, symbolizing mortality, repentance, and the need for renewal, marking the beginning of the Lenten season; essentially a reminder that "you are dust, and to dust you shall return" as stated in the Bible, signifying our human fragility and dependence on God.

Tonight begins our journey through Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.
And like any well-prepared traveler,
we confess that we want to pack our bags to make sure we are comfortable
for our 6-week journey.
But Ash Wednesday is about leaving baggage behind
and braving the unknown carrying nothing but the mark of God’s beloved.
In this vulnerable place, we confess that we want to be surrounded by all of the things
that make us feel better about ourselves, including things we think that God needs in order to love us.  And yet God whispers to us that we are made in the divine image
and that faithfulness to that knowledge is all we need for the journey of life.
So let us ponder what it is that we may let go of this Lent,
in order to help us hear more clearly the stories
of Jesus’ extravagant love for all, and to follow him more bravely and confidently.
….Exerts of UCC Resourses
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