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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
March 15, 2026

[image: Fourth Sunday in Lent – All Saints Episcopal of Selinsgrove]


5812 Ford Rd. N. Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  (812) 985-3115
Facebook:  Immanuel United Church of Christ			Church Website:  www.immanueluccmv.com
Church Email:  info@immanueluccmv.com				Administrative Assistant:  Janie Meinschein
Pastor:  Rev. Robert Walker								Pastor Phone: 812-455-0087 (phone or text)
Our Vision? “To grow a vibrant church by sharing Christ with the community . . .”
Our Mission?  “To invite, inspire, involve, increase . . .”



Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2026
Rev. Robert B. Walker

RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING													  Paula Boarman

PRELUDE							“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”					Dulcimers
“Nothing but the Blood”

*HYMN  #486							“Open My Eyes That I May See”

*CALL TO WORSHIP																			  Paula Boarman

Leader:   The Lord is our Shepherd.

People:  God leads us by still waters.

Leader:  Christ restores our souls.

People:  The Spirit leads us beside right paths.

Leader:  Let us worship God who is always with us.

People:  We will praise our God, always trusting in God’s goodness and mercy!

*HYMN  #	217				“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” (Sing twice)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)														  Paula Boarman

God of life and love, we confess that events around us shake our trust in your love.  When terror strikes and innocents fall, we wonder if love can defeat violence.   When truth is twisted by misleading claims, we doubt love can prevail over lies.  When we face trouble, we wonder if you love us at all.  Forgive us, God, when we lose our trust in your love. Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE																			 Rev. Bob

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART																	 Rev. Bob

HYMN BEFORE OUR PRAYER #155   “Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	Pastoral Prayer ~ The Lord’s Prayer

SERVICE OF GIVING
Offertory
*Response  No. 382
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)														  Paula Boarman

God our Good Shepherd, receive these gifts and bless them with your love. Use them to bring light and healing to the world you love for the sake of Christ, your Son, our Saviour. Amen.

SCRIPTURE – Psalm 23																		  Paula Boarman

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;
2 he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters;
3     he restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
    for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
    I fear no evil;
for thou art with me;
    thy rod and thy staff,
    they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil,
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
    all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
    for ever.

SERMON									“We May Safely Graze”			      					 Rev. Bob

*CLOSING HYMN #466			“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

*PASTORAL COMMISSION & BENEDICTION														 Rev. Bob

As we continue our Lenten journey, remember the words of the Psalmist for this coming week: 
‘He leads you beside still waters; he restores your soul…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days of your life and you shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Go in peace!
Minister:  Amen and…
People:   AMEN!

*BENEDICTION SONG #677	“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored;
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
POSTLUDE


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

                                                                         Today                                              March 22
	Lay Reader 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
	Paula Boarman
Janie Meinschein
Beth Folz
	Melody Oeth
OPEN
Gail Angel



	ATTENDANCE
	             LAST WEEK:  50                LAST YEAR:  41




OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST


*Members of Immanuel

*Charles Behrick		*David Behrick 			*Janice Jones		*Dan Riddle

Rick Ferguson		Kiersten Ferguson-Cremin		David Frye		Tom Howard

Kenny Meinschein		Greg Renshaw		Jerry Smithhart		Mildred Taylor

	Teresa Topper		Ken Willett



ANNOUNCEMENTS

[image: Free Church Welcome Cliparts, Download Free Church Welcome Cliparts png ...]

WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS!  We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.



	
[image: One Great Hour of Sharing Announces 2021 Theme "Let Love Flow" - ABCUSA]SPECIAL OFFERING TODAY


OGHS’s mission is to support domestic and international development, fight poverty and its consequences, bring aid and relief to communities torn by war or ravaged by national disaster, provide advocacy and resettlement assistance for refugees and displaced persons, and combat injustice in its many forms.
Thank you for supporting One Great Hour of Sharing for over 75 years.  You continue to embody a love offering to the world
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Lenten Devotions
“Come and See”
Wednesday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m.
Theme:  “Created and Is Creating”
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:26
Come dressed casually.  
You are welcome to bring your Bibles!


	[image: Weekly Activities at Wenty Leagues]
                          Gentle Exercise Class
                          designed for 40+

Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
Breath & Movement 45 mins~
Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-
	
[image: No photo description available.]
The Dorcas Women’s Fellowship is helping to serve lunch at the Ozanam Family Shelter on Thursday March 19th.  The shelter is located at 1100 Read Street, Evansville, IN.  Please meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to car pool. 


[image: Free Clipart Lenten Season]
2026 Lenten Breakfast & Worship
“God Sent a Saviour Into the World
Breakfast begins at 8 am
Worship begins at 8:45 am
And ends by 9:30 am

March 21st – St. John’s East UCC	7000 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville
March 28th – St. Paul’s UCC-German Twp (Communion)
8701 Big Cynthiana Road, Evansville

Donations accepted at the door.  All proceeds to be distributed to the United Caring Shelter and the Tri-State Food Bank via the Evansville Tri-State Association of the United Church of Christ
THIS WEEKS CALENDAR

SUNDAY		15th			FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
								9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY		16th

TUESDAY	17th

      WED	18th			6:30 p.m. Lenten Devotions

THURSDAY	19th			9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
								10:00 a.m. Women’s Fellowship going to Ozanam Family Shelter

FRIDAY		20th

SATURDAY	21th			8:00 a.m. Lenten Breakfast at St. John’s UCC

SUNDAY		22th			FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
								9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

[image: GALLERY: March Birthdays]
March 16 – Tina Kissinger
March 18 – Angela Clark
March 19 – Emmerson McCormick
March 21 – Matt Michael


EASTER LILY MEMORIAL CROSS

An Easter tradition at Immanuel is the opportunity to remember friends and loved ones in the form of a lily placed on a special cross upon the alter for our Easter Sunday Worship.
If you want to participate, please return this form to the church office or give to a Church Council member by March 22nd.
A donation of $5.00 per memorial is suggested

Given in memory of _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donated total $__________________
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