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First Sunday of Lent
February 22, 2026
Rev. Robert B. Walker


RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING															Judy Deig

PRELUDE

*HYMN  #29									Wonderful Words of Life”

*CALL TO WORSHIP																					Judy Deig
	
Leader:  O God, you are a hiding place for us;

	People: You preserve us from trouble.

 	Leader:  Let the faithful offer prayer and praise to God.

People: For in times of distress, God is with us.

Leader:  The Lord will teach us the way to go.

People: God’s love always surrounds us.  So let us be glad and rejoice in the Lord!

*HYMN  #48								“There Is a Balm in Gilead”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)																Judy Deig

Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. You became one of us in Jesus Christ, sharing our joy and sorrow, manifesting your greatness in the child of the manger, revealing your power in the service of washing the disciples' feet, showing your glory in the shame of the cross.  And so, we praise you for your love which is great enough to embrace the universe, yet close enough to enter our hearts. Merciful God, we confess our sin and the sin of this world. We have found peace in Christ, but we are a people divided against ourselves. We confess that we cling to the values of a broken world rather than the principles of your kingdom. In your mercy, heal us, forgive us and set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE																			 Rev. Bob

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART																	 Rev. Bob

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Pastoral Prayer ~ The Lord’s Prayer
HYMN #98								“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

SERVICE OF GIVING
Offertory
*Response  No. 382

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)																Judy Deig

Lord God, we offer our gifts in thanksgiving for all the goodness you provide. Bless our gifts and our lives so that we become a source of goodness for others, in the name of Christ, our strength and our hope. Amen.
SCRIPTURE – Matthew 4:1-10																		Judy Deig

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

SERMON								“From High Places to Low Places”							 Rev. Bob

*CLOSING HYMN #253			“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

*PASTORAL COMMISSION & BENEDICTION														 Rev. Bob

In the power of the Holy Spirit we now go forth into the world, to fulfil our calling as the people of God, the body of Christ.  Go in peace, and may the Lord our God, the Father, the Son, and The Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you, both now and forevermore.
Amen and ….AMEN!

*BENEDICTION SONG #677	“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored;
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
POSTLUDE

Used by Permission.  CCLI License # 20658309, Streaming # 20658316
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                                                                         Today                                              March 1
	Lay Reader 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
	Judy Deig
OPEN
Beth Folz
	OPEN
OPEN
Gail Angel



	ATTENDANCE
	             LAST WEEK:  55                LAST YEAR:  61

	
	   ASH WEDNESDAY: 24                LAST YEAR:  28




OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST


*Members of Immanuel

*Charles Behrick		*David Behrick 		*Nelda Hickey		*Janice Jones		*Dan Riddle

Rick Ferguson		Kiersten Ferguson-Cremin		David Frye		Tom Howard

Kenny Meinschein		Greg Renshaw		Jerry Smithhart		Mildred Taylor

Becky Teeple		Dee Teeple		Teresa Topper		Ken Willett



ANNOUNCEMENTS


WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS!  We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.

MARCH NEWSLETTERS ARTICLES are due in the church office tomorrow, February 23rd.
SIGN-UP SHEETS FOR LAY LEADERS AND GREETERS/USHERS are in the Narthex.  Please sign up if you are able.
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Today we welcome

Rev Bob Walker – Worship

Next Sunday, March 1st
Rev. Bob Walker – Worship & Communion
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           Lunch Bunch
             Will meet at
Hawg N Sauce in Mt. Vernon

Wednesday, February 25th
12:00 noon
Everyone is invited to attend.


	
[image: ]

Lenten Devotions
“Come and See”
Wednesday, February 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Theme:  “Near the Cross”
Scripture:  Luke 23:34
Come dressed casually.  
You are welcome to bring your Bibles!
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Gentle Exercise Class  . . . 
designed for 40+

Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
Breath & Movement 45 mins~
Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-




THIS WEEK LENTEN BREAKFAST & WORSHIP

“God Sent a Saviour into the World”

When: Saturday, February 28th
Where:  Zion Lippe UCC (Hosting) & Immanuel (Leading Worship
Breakfast - 8 am, Worship 8:45 am and ends by 9:30 am

9000 Copperline Rd East, Mt. Vernon

Donations accepted at the door.  All proceeds to be distributed to the United Caring Shelter and the
Tri-State Food Bank via the Evansville Tri-State Association of the United Church of Christ.  
Immanuel historically has had a great participation and attendance at these events.
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SUNDAY		22nd			FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
								9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY		23rd			March newsletter articles due in office

TUESDAY		24th

      WED	25th			12:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch at Hawg N’ Sauce
					6:30 p.m. Lenten Devotions

THURSDAY	26th			9:30 a.m. Exercise Class

FRIDAY		27th

SATURDAY	28th			8:00 a.m. Lenten Breakfast at Zion Lippe UCC

SUNDAY		1st				SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
								9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship & Communion
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting
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February 29 – Harold Michael


This is from Rev. Stephanie Weiner
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Good Samaritan Home, I warmly invite your church to participate in our Annual Corporate Meeting on March 10, 2026 at 6:00 PM at Bethel UCC, 3029 N Green River Road, Evansville.
We respectfully ask that you coordinate with your church and return one delegate form per church and /or appropriate proxy forms by March 3, 2026.
This year’s meeting comes at an important moment in the life of Good Samaritan.  Following the sale of the nursing facility and a season of careful discernment, Good Sam is now living into its new identity as a charitable foundation serving Southwestern Indiana and Western Kentucky.  At this meeting, we will report on the progress that has been made, share how resources are being stewarded, outline the priorities guiding our work, and meet some of the partners who will help us accomplish our goals.
As always, the voice and participation of our member churches are central to this work.  Delegates from your church are not simply fulfilling a procedural role; they are helping to ensure that Good Sam continues to reflect the values, mission, and faithful witness of the United Church of Christ in our region.
Dinner will be served, and we ask that you please return the delegate form to us by March 3, 2026.  Email or text is preferred.  The forms are in the Northex.  
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