
 Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024

RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING													Pastor Elisabeth

PRELUDE  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence – French Plainsong”     arranged by A.C Whitworth

*PRAISE SONG								“Deck the Halls”

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, Fa la la la la, la la la la.
‘Tis the season to be jolly, Fa la la la la, la la la la.
Don we now our gay apparel, Fa la la, la la la, la la la.
Toll the ancient Yule tide carol, Fa la la la la, la la la la.

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE	 OF JOY – Paul and Olivia and Lucy Reller

Lay Leader: We light the first two candles of Hope and Peace, we now light the third candle of Joy 
               to proclaim the coming of joy into the world.

People: With joy in our hearts, we proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

Lay Leader: Gazing upon this rose-colored candle of joy, we proclaim that God’s joy is ours not 
                    only at Christmas but always!

People: Hallelujah!

*OPENING HYMN #2090					“Advent Song”   (verses 1-3)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)														 Bret Baldwin

	Joyful God, deep abiding joy is a gift you give us:  a steadfast joy through the good and bad times.  The season of Advent ushers in a hushed waiting for the birth of Jesus.  When we get impatient, hurried, and lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, forgive us.  Give us a stronghold of quiet patience this season. Help us prepare ourselves to catch glimpses of your joyful Presence within us and among us!  Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE																		 Bret Baldwin

Hear the good news:
by God’s great mercy we have been born anew to a
living hope through the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
	Pastor:  “The Peace of our Lord be with you.”
	People:  “And also with you.”
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS																		Pastor Elisabeth

ADVENT PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

SERVICE OF GIVING
	Offertory									“Christmas Candle”							   by Dennis Eliot
*Response  #382
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)															 Bret Baldwin

	Most Holy God, in your glory, you have become incarnate as the Baby Jesus.  We give thanks that you have sent us a Savior.  We bring these humble gifts before you given from our heart.  Please accept these gifts from our hands, and empower us to be your joyful, giving people!  Amen.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk184483517]SCRIPTURE – Philippians 4:4-17																 Bret Baldwin

	4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

HYMN - #178							“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

SERMON									“Joy: a Hallmark of the Spirit”					 Pastor Elisabeth

*CLOSING HYMN - #171					“Joy to The World!”

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION SONG  #177		“Good Christian Men, Rejoice”  (Verse 3)

Good Christian men, rejoice		With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave;  Peace!  Peace!  Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all		To gain His everlasting hall,
Christ was born to save!		Christ was born to save!

POSTLUDE						“Let Christians all With Joyful Mirth”				by James Mansfield

Used by Permission.  CCLI License # 20658309, Streaming # 20658316
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                                                                    Today                                 Next Week  12/22/24
	Lay Leader: 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
	Bret Baldwin
OPEN
Gail Angel
	OPEN
OPEN
Beth Folz



	ATTENDANCE
	LAST WEEK: 53                    LAST YEAR: 53 



OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST  

*Charles Behrick (West River)			*David Behrick (West River)

*Janice Jones

Maxine Burdick (Sister of Cherry Chase)			Teresa Topper (Friend of Chris Moers)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

[image: Glitter Graphics: the community for graphics enthusiasts!]

WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS!  We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.

EVERY SUNDAY we invite the children to come forward for Children’s Moments.  Afterwards, they are welcome to attend Sunday School.

JANUARY NEWSLETTER ITEMS are due in the church office on Thursday, December 19th.

[image: Spread Christmas Cheer Illustration par TheLucky · Creative Fabrica]
                                          INVITATIONAL EVANGELISM . . . 
                                          Prayerfully consider inviting that friend or family member           
                                         who might appreciate catching “the Spirit of Christmas” in worship!  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all who baked and bought cookies to support the Mission Team.  

SUPPORT THE CHRISTMAS FUND NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 – For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided direct financial assistance to the healers in all our lives:  retired and active UCC ministers, church workers, and their families.  In 2023, over 1,800 UCC congregations joined together to secure the physical, financial, and spiritual health of those engaged in the life of the church.  Envelopes are attached to the bulletin.


4th Sunday of Advent

“Our Immanuel Hand Bell Choir”

[image: Children's Hand Chime Choir Begins September 25, 2017]

The Candle of Love will be lit by Chris Moers and Judy Berry

A very special Children’s Moments offered by Bobbie Hoebeke
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~




                                         [image: Free Christmas Eve Cliparts, Download Free Christmas Eve Cliparts png ...]6  p.m. 
                                “Candlelight Service Of Lessons And Carols”

The Christ Candle will be lit by Nathan and Audrey and Sophie Allen
Duet by Ron Higgs on Clarinet and Beth Folz on Piano  “O Holy Night”



Visitation Team for the Holidays –
Would you like to deliver Christmas Cheer to our homebound members?  
“Sign-up” to be part of a team who will deliver Christmas Stockings filled with goodies to our homebound members.
Sign-up sheet in Narthex (pairs of visitors are welcomed too!)

[image: Christmas Stockings Pictures - ClipArt Best]

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS
Please bring stocking stuffers to place in the Christmas Stockings hung from the hearth in the Narthex!  



[image: angel tree angel clipart 10 free Cliparts | Download images on ...]
“A Thank You” to all who
bought gifts for the Angel Tree-
~A Sunday school mission project~




[image: nativity scene images clip art 10 free Cliparts | Download images on ...]             			First Sunday After Christmas – December 29
              			  Guest minister: Lay leader Walter Pieper                
                            			Special Music:  Solo by Lily Preske



WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY			15th					THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
											9:00 a.m. 	 Adult Sunday School
											10:00 a.m. Worship
											5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY			16th

TUESDAY		17th

WEDNESDAY	18th

THURSDAY		19th					January Newsletter Articles Due

FRIDAY			20th

SATURDAY		21						9:00 a.m. TOPS

SUNDAY			22th					FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
											9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
											10:00 a.m. Worship
											5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

[image: ]

December 22 – Audrey Allen


[image: ]

December 20 – Bret & Traci Baldwin
December 22 – Olivia & Paul Reller









CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS DUE TODAY

A Christmas tradition at Immanuel is the opportunity to remember friends and loved ones in the form of a poinsettia placed in our sanctuary during the Christmas season.

If you wish to participate, please return this form to the church office, or any church council member by Sunday, December 15th.

A donation of $8.00 per potted plant is suggested.

Given in memory of _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Submitted by:________________________________

Donation total:  $_________________

The Legend of the Poinsettia
It was Christmas Eve in Mexico when many traveled to the nearest chapel to worship and lay their gifts before the Christ Child in the Nativity.
Pepita and her cousin Pedro joined their families as they traveled down the dirty road.  Pepita held her head low with such a sad look on her face for she was too poor to buy a gift. 
Pedro tried to encourage her saying that even the smallest gift given in love would be happily accepted by Christ.  Pepita's eyes glanced about and landed on a field of flowering weeds along the roadside.  She knelt and gathered several making them into a simple bouquet. 
As she looked at the flowers, her disappointment returned for they were in no way a worthy gift for anyone, much less the Son of God.  A small tear fell from her cheek and landed on the dusty path leaving a dark spot behind.
As they neared the Nativity, Pepita bowed her head low and drawing courage from Pedro's words - "even the smallest gift given with love will be accepted," she stepped inside the little chapel and approached the Nativity scene.
As she knelt there, it is said a miracle took place! The scraggly petals of those weeds changed into beautiful scarlet red blooms. Pepita's face also bloomed with a smile sensing the love her Savior had for her - a poor little girl with nothing to give but herself and her love.
From this time on the poinsettias became known as the Flores de Noche Buena - "Flowers of the Holy Night." 
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