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5812 Ford Rd. N. Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  (812) 985-3115
Facebook:  Immanuel United Church of Christ		Church Website:  www.immanueluccmv.com
Church Email:  info@immanueluccmv.com		Administrative Assistant:  Janie Meinschein
      Our Vision? “To grow a vibrant church by sharing Christ with the community . . .”
Our Mission?  “To invite, inspire, involve, increase . . .”



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ World Communion Sunday
October 5, 2025 – Guest Minister: Rev. Robert Walker

RINGING OF THE BELL																				    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING															 Bret Baldwin

PRELUDE											“Dreams”								    by Georges Bizet

*CALL TO WORSHIP		Based on Psalm 103													 Bret Baldwin

Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,

All: Bless God’s Holy Name.

Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

All:  and do not forget God’s benefits, who forgives all our iniquity, who heals all our diseases,

Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul,

All:  who redeems our life, who crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.

Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul,

All:  who satisfies us with good as long as we live so that our youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  Bless the Lord!

*OPENING HYMN  #347			“All Creatures of Our God and King”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)															 Bret Baldwin

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.  We look at a world undone by strife, torn by violence, separated by hatred.  Yet you call us to walk the way of peace. Forgive us, O Lord, for refusing to follow you on this path because the cost is too high, the direction too confusing, the conditions too harsh. Grant us clarity of vision to see the light and the strength to walk behind you, in the power of your Spirit we pray, Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE															 Rev. Robert B. Walker

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART													 Rev. Robert B. Walker

PASTORAL PRAYER – THE LORD’S PRAYER									 Rev. Robert B. Walker

SERVICE OF GIVING
Invitation																				 Rev. Robert B. Walker
Offertory						“I Need Thee Every Hour”				 by Lowry, arr. A.C. Whitworth
*Response No. 382
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison)																 Bret Baldwin

Most loving and gracious God, we are thankful. We are thankful for your grace to us in Jesus Christ, for your gift of the church in its global witness, for the capacity to give. 
May these gifts help prepare the way of peace in our community and around the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE –  Luke 1:76-79																		 Bret Baldwin

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

SERMON								“Getting Out of Darkness”					 Rev. Robert B. Walker

*Stating Our Faith in Christ   (Adapted from Colossians 1:15-20)							  UNISON

	Christ is the image of the invisible God,
	The firstborn of all creation;
	for in Christ all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
	visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities---
	all things were created through Christ and for Christ. Christ is before all things, 
	and in Christ all things hold together. Christ is the head of the body, the church;
	Christ is the beginning, the first born from the dead. In Christ, all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, whether on earth or in heaven.  Amen.

*HYMN  #564						“Let Us Break Bread Together”

THE LORD INVITES US TO HIS TABLE

*Invitation for Communion
Prayer of Consecration
Sharing The Bread and Cup


*Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)
God of new life, with joy we have received this sacrament of bread and the fruit of the vine, giving you thanks for Jesus Christ, our peace and our hope.  Unite your church throughout the world in continuing Christ’s ministry of love and servanthood, that your name may be praised in all the earth. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN #659		“We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION															  Rev. Robert B. Walker

*BENEDICTION SONG			“Let There Be Peace on Earth”

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me;
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Maker, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other, in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, may this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment
in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.
POSTLUDE										“Menuet”							     by Jean Henri Ravini

Used by Permission.  CCLI License # 20658309, Streaming # 20658316
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                                                                        Today                                   October 12
	Lay Leader 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
Children’s Moments: 
	Bret Baldwin
Justin, Ashton & Rose Wagner
Gail Angel
Rev. Robert Walker
	Paula Boarman
Janie Meinschein
Beth Folz
OPEN



	ATTENDANCE
	             LAST WEEK:  45                                 LAST YEAR:  73
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OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST


*Charles Behrick		 *David Behrick 		*Becky Brenner			*Janice Jones

*Cindy Woodall			Ken Willett 		David Frye		Kenny Meinschein

Justin Russell		Teresa Topper 		Tom Howard		Kiersten Ferguson-Cremin
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   Welcome
 to our church

VISITORS:  We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex., as well as the attendance book in the pews.
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Today, October 5th

 WE WELCOME
Rev. Robert Walker

Robert Walker is a native of Evansville and a graduate of the University of Southern Indiana, Eden Theological Seminary, and St. Louis University. Ordained by the Evansville/Tri-State Association, he served churches in Illinois, St. Louis, Evansville, and Ohio., as well as being on the Board of Directors of different Conferences and the German Partnership of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference. He and his wife Janet live in Evansville, Indiana where Robert has served a UCC church in Evansville from 2021-2024. His hobbies include writing Lenten and Advent devotional booklets, church bulletin liturgy (calls to worship, prayers of invocation, pastoral prayers), electronic vintage stereo repair, playing electric bass in different bands and church music, jogging, and even car repair 
“just because!”
ANNOUNCEMENTS


BELL CHOIR will practice after worship today.  If anyone is interested in joining, please talk to Beth Folz or Debbie Wells.

PLASTIC CAPS are still being collected.  Please make sure they are clean and rinsed out if they have any food or liquid on them.  This makes it easy for the individuals that are sorting them.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL will not meet today or next Sunday.  It will resume on Sunday, October 19th at 9:00 a.m.

FOOD COLLECTION - BOX AND BAG CEREAL is needed for ATC Mission.  There is a basket in the Narthex.  Thank you for your donations.
TRUNK OR TREAT will be held on Friday, October 31st from 5-8 p.m., the same date and time as the Fire Station.  Donations of bags of candy would be appreciated. There is a basket in the Narthex.

COUNCIL MEETING will be held this Thursday, October 9th at 5:30 in the Parlor.
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
OFFERING
TODAY, October 5th

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  One-third of NIN funds support the council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM).  Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants.  
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SUNDAY		5th				SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
									NO ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
									10:00 a.m. Worship & World Wide Communion
									NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING COLLECTED
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY		6th	

TUESDAY	7th

      WEDNESDAY	8th 			

THURSDAY	9th				9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
								5:30 p.m. Council Meeting

FRIDAY		10th		

SATURDAY	11th			

SUNDAY		12th			EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
								NO ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
									10:00 a.m. Worship 
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting
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October 5 – Betty Michael
October 6 – Diane Macke
October 7 – Ruby Deig
October 8 – Courtney Price
October 12 – Katherine Bailey
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Gentle Exercise Class  . . . designed for 40+
Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
Breath & Movement 45 mins~
Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-
2
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2nd Annual Habitat for
Humanity Chili Cookoff

Enjoy delicious chili and help Posey County families
have a safe place to call home!

Saturday, October 25th  3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
St. John’s and Trinity Church Lots
505 Mulberry Street, Mt. Vernon, IN 47620

COSt: Thank You to our Sponsors!

Adults - $15 '
Children- $5 Group

(12 and under)
Chili Sampling Dessert m Habitat MTVEMNON

Hot Dog Drink

for Human"y MINISTERIAL
sille ASSOCIATION
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May all life's
blessings be yours,
©on yvour birthday,
and always.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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