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5812 Ford Rd. N. Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  (812) 985-3115
Facebook:  Immanuel United Church of Christ			Church Website:  www.immanueluccmv.com
Church Email:  info@immanueluccmv.com				Administrative Assistant:  Janie Meinschein
Our Vision? “To grow a vibrant church by sharing Christ with the community . . .”
Our Mission?  “To invite, inspire, involve, increase . . .”


[bookmark: _Hlk123216604]First Sunday after Epiphany
“The Baptism of Our Lord”
January 11, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELL																			    Keith Deig

WELCOME AND WORDS OF GREETING													Bobbie Hoebeke

PRELUDE

*EPIPHANY HYMN  #402				“O Jesus, I Have Promised”

*CALL TO WORSHIP																			Bobbie Hoebeke

Leader:  We are called to serve in the name of Jesus, God’s beloved Son.

 	People: God calls us by name because we are beloved.

Leader:  God calls us to be a light to the nations.

 People: We wait for God’s teaching and to learn justice. 

Leader:  We are witnesses to God’s goodness and grace who claims and loves us.

People:  God’s name be praised! Let us all worship our True God!

*EPIPHANY HYMN  #67		“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)														Bobbie Hoebeke

Merciful God, in baptism you promise us forgiveness and new life.  We confess that we often prefer our old ways.  We resist the new opportunities you set before us.  We cling to harmful habits and nurse grudges, failing to forgive one another.  Have mercy upon us, O God, and guide us to live with more grace and generosity through Christ our Lord. Amen

*THE POURING OF WATER AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE							Rev. Bob Walker

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART															Rev. Bob Walker

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Pastoral Prayer ~ The Lord’s Prayer

SERVICE OF GIVING
Offertory
*Response  No. 382
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

	*Prayer of Dedication (In Unison)														Bobbie Hoebeke

God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, we bring our gifts to you with grateful hearts.  Use these gifts to spread your love in the world. And make us a blessing to all those whom we encounter, that the life of Christ lives in us. Amen.

SCRIPTURE – Gospel of Matthew 3:13-17 1												Bobbie Hoebeke

13 At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptized by you,” John said, “and yet you have come to me!”

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God requires.” So John agreed.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting on him. 17 Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.”

HYMN # 226							“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”

SERMON									“Let It Be So for Now”							Rev. Bob Walker

*CLOSING HYMN #557		“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION																     Rev. Bob Walker
You are God’s beloved.
Go in the assurance of this love,
to engage the challenges God
sets before us with confidence.
And may God who is the Creator, Christ and Spirit,
go with you, and give you joy and peace, now and always.  Amen and
People:  AMEN!

*BENEDICTION SONG #659		“We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”

We’ve a story to tell to the nations, That shall turn their hearts to the right,
A story of truth and mercy, A story of peace and light, A story of peace and light.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, And the dawning to noonday bright,
A Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth, The kingdom of love and light!

POSTLUDE

1 Good News Translation
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                                                                           Today                                          January 18
	Lay Reader 
Ushers/Greeters: 
Pianist/Organist:
	Bobbie Hoebeke
Justin, Ashton & Rose Wagner
Beth Folz
	OPEN
OPEN
Gail Angel



	ATTENDANCE
	             LAST WEEK:  45                LAST YEAR:   Cancelled -snow & ice





OUR IMMANUEL UCC PRAYER LIST

*Charles Behrick		 *David Behrick 		*Janice Jones		*Dan Riddle

David Frye		Tom Howard		Kenny Meinschein		Greg Renshaw

Becky Teeple		Dee Teeple		Teresa Topper		Ken Willett
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           Today we will be celebrating 

               The Baptism of Christ

            Rev. Robert Walker – Worship
       Bobbie Hoebeke – Lay Leader


Next Sunday, January 18, 2026

Dr. Tom Hickey - Worship
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WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS!  We invite you to sign our Guest Book, located in the Narthex.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the Church office TODAY.

OUR PRAYERS go out to the family of Larry Bosecker.  Larry passed away on January 4, 2026.  The Bosecker family were long time members at Immanuel.  The funeral service was held Saturday, January 10, 2026 at Alexander West Chapel.  A private burial service followed in Immanuel UCC Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Immanuel UCC Cemetery.

2025 CONTRIBUTION TAX DOCUMENTS are completed.  They are on the pew in the Narthex.  If there are any questions, please contact Janie in the office.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held after worship on Sunday, January 25th.  Please plan to attend.



IT’S A NEW YEAR!
[image: ]              Gentle Exercise Class  . . . designed for 40+
                                                  Every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
                                                  Breath & Movement 45 mins~
                                                  Discussion on creating a positive mindset 15 min~
Led by De Brown, certified Yoga Instructor and Immanuel UCC member!
*Suggested donation: $5-
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SUNDAY		11th			BAPTISM OF CHRIST
									9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting

MONDAY		12th			8:30 a.m. God’s Storehouse

TUESDAY		13th

      WED	14th			10:00 a.m. Dorcas Ladies meet at Zion Lippe

THURSDAY	15th			9:30 a.m. Exercise Class
								4:30 p.m. 4-H Meeting

FRIDAY		16th

SATURDAY	17th	

SUNDAY		18th			SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
								9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
									10:00 a.m. Worship
									1:00 p.m. USI Men’s Basketball Team Dinner
									5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting
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January 11 – Justin Wagner
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January 18 – Janie & Kenny Meinschein
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