
5th Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Wisdom from the Saints
“Anybody can

be Pope.
The proof is
that I have

become one”
Pope John XXIII

in letter to a boy who
wondered whether

to be a Pope
or a Policeman.

Gospel Reading
John 14 : 1-12

The Last Supper is over.  Judas has gone
into the night (13:30) and Jesus tells the
disciples he will not be with them much
longer.  He gives a new commandment
(only now, at the very end of his ministry!),
Peter speaks the disciples’ bewilderment
and loyalty, but Jesus gently answers his
empty bluster (13:38).

Now begins today’s reading. The
opening line is powerful.  The disciples are
aware of betrayal, of Christ’s leaving them
and his foretelling Peter’s weakness and
disloyalty.  If Peter is weak and disloyal, so
could they all be.  Jesus wants them not to
be troubled by such thoughts but rather to
learn a new trust in him and trust in God -
which looks to life after death.  His leaving
them is not to go to the darkness of Sheol
but rather to his Father’s house where there
will be a place for all of them - he is
promising eternal life!  He is returning to
the Father so that they may come to the
Father, and he is the way.

Thomas fails to understand so asks a
simple question that allows Jesus to make
clear they are always to be his followers -
they won’t find the way alone - and then
invites another question by telling them
they already know God.  Philip is the
practical one who draws from Jesus the
mysterious answer that Jesus and the Father
are one - not the same, but one.  Father and
Son are divine.  It is extraordinary truth or
blasphemy:  Jesus says he is divine.

Second Reading
1 Peter 2 : 4-9

Chapter 1 has been full of the wonder of
universal salvation, of Jesus’ being the
fulfilment of the hopes of the Old Testament
prophets and of the simple truths of love and
sanctity that are the Christian message.

Chapter 2 opens with a plea not to turn
away from these simple ideals - and
develops into something like a hymn to
Christ, the living rock on which to build our
lives.  Because of him we share a holy
priesthood, we are living stones in a temple
of glory to God, established on Christ the
Rock who is our foundation stone - but also
a power to crush the stubborn unbeliever.

The reasoning quickly moves from the
negative verses 7-8 to the praise and wonder
of verses 9-10.  The titles of the Church
community are chosen from Old and New
Testament, ending with the beautiful title
from the prophet Hosea (2:23-24), “People
of God”. The whole world, besides
believers, can share the name.

First Reading
Acts 6 : 1-7

Today’s is a sad commentary on human
nature - even in the first Christian
community there was racial prejudice.  The
practical steps taken indicate a community
not prepared to “leave it to the Lord” but
one which acknowledges and accepts
responsibility and seeks to resolve issues.
We note they did not only pray about it -
they did something about it.  If only . . .

“Disciple” is a new name for the
followers of Christ who have lately joined
the original community.  Hellenists were
Greek-speaking Jews who had come from
abroad to live in the Holy Land (rather than
Greek-speaking pagan converts) and the
Hebrews are from the homeland.  It is a sad
but human division between those who
belonged by birth and those who come to
settle.  Every age and country knows the
tensions.  In this case it is injustice towards
widows in the daily allowance that has
upset the incomers.

The appointment of ordained deacons for
simple administration of goods and
services is puzzling.  The sacramental
laying on of hands suggests they had a
more important role within the worship of
the community and verse 7 suggests the
appointments’ being a cause of an increase
in the community numbers.  It is also the
only reference we have of converts from
the Jewish priesthood.


