
4th Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Wisdom from the Saints

Gospel Reading
John 10 : 1-10

As we read today’s Gospel we realise
that Jesus is not the Good Shepherd.  It is
Jesus’ hearers who are called to be
shepherds - and Jesus is the gate of the
sheepfold!  Twice he tells us that (vv.7 & 9)
and we find ourselves far from the gentle
Good Shepherd of Luke 15:3-7 and more
like the longing that Jesus seems to express
in Matthew 9:36.

Jesus has been tussling with the blindness
of those who choose not to see, in chapter
9, angry at and saddened by the poor spiritual
leadership of the religious authorities.  In
verses 1-5 occurs the only parable in John’s
Gospel and, not surprisingly, his hearers do
not understand his teaching.

The teaching expands toward his
disciples and those who hear and read the
Gospel: they/we are to be true shepherds by
letting Christ show the road (the gate).  The
sheep ignore those who approach
dishonestly, seeking their own advantage:
the true shepherd will seek to enter by the
gate, the authentic way.

Verse 10 finishes today’s reading.  Read
on and you will discover a new teaching in
which Jesus is the Good Shepherd
(v.11&14).  His images of shepherd and
sheepfold gate do not belong together, but
they are complementary: truth, love and
service are the qualities of a good shepherd.

Second Reading
1 Peter 2 : 20-25

Chapter 2 is swift-moving.  Peter begins
by encouraging an innocent childlike life as
the Christian ideal, and then develops a
powerful argument - based upon the rock,
Jesus, who is the foundation of their lives.
Because of him Christians live a life of
spiritual strength which makes them a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, an anointed
and chosen people.

Being so blessed gives them the
obligation of offering good example to the
pagan peoples around them - by good lives,
accepting lawful authority, being good
citizens, acting justly towards all - even
slaves quietly enduring cruel masters.

Our 21st century age of justice and peace,
fair employment, Amnesty International,
would not accept Roman imperial rule
without a fight; our martyrs and
missionaries would find no encouragement
in this reading. Peter wants civil obedience,
whatever the injustice, and in today’s
reading offers Jesus as the supreme example
of suffering injustice rather than fighting or
facing it.  Today’s Church is divided on
these issues, afraid of political involvement.

First Reading
Acts 2 : 14, 36-41

Pentecost is called “the birthday of the
Church”, the day when the apostles,
formerly fearful, receive the Holy Spirit
and the courage to preach Christ.

The Jewish feast of weeks (Leviticus
23:15-21) was originally an agricultural
festival celebrated seven weeks after
Passover, and took on the Greek name
“Pentecost” (meaning 50 days), becoming a
commemoration of the giving of the Law to
Moses on Mount Sinai.

Pentecost thus became the ideal day for
the giving of the New Law (Christ), and
Peter’s speech (2:14-36) is full of the
marvel of who Jesus the Christ had
become.  It is the new age.

Today’s reading tells of the people’s
being overwhelmed by Peter’s words.  His
message is for them to repent (they are all
sinners?), be baptised for forgiveness and
receive the Holy Spirit.  This is a blending
of the Old baptism (cleansing forgiveness)
and the New baptism (life in Christ).
Pagans are to be included (v.39) but we
remember Peter’s surprise in Acts 10 when
he is called to the house of Cornelius.

The number baptised is 3,000 in a single
day. Where? How? Is this biblical numbers?
We recall 600,000 families leaving Egypt
together on Passover night (Exodus 12:37).
What are biblical numbers?

”While shepherds
saw with

wondering eyes
the shepherd

who made
the world”

Sedulius

(French Poet)


