
S l a t e  b a c k g r o u n d  I n f o :   S l a t e  i s  a  n o n - v i n t a g e  b l e n d  t h a t  f i r s t
a p p e a r e d  o n  o u r  t a s t i n g  m e n u  i n  F a l l ,  2 0 1 1 .  T h a t  f i r s t  r e l e a s e  o f
S l a t e  w a s  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  2 0 0 7  a n d  2 0 0 8  v i n t a g e s ,  w i t h  a  b i t  o f
2 0 1 0  i n  t o  b r i n g  i n  s o m e  f r e s h n e s s  i n  t h e  f r u i t .  W h i l e  i t  t a s t e d  l i k e
a  c l a s s i c  B o r d e a u x  s t y l e  b l e n d ,  i t  h a d  3 1 %  S y r a h  i n  t h e  b l e n d .  S i n c e
t h a t  t i m e ,  S l a t e  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  u s i n g  s o l e l y  o u r  B o r d e a u x  g r a p e s .
S l a t e  i s  m a d e  u s i n g  t h e  m o r e  t a n n i c ,  p r e s s e d  w i n e ,  w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  a
l o n g e r  t i m e  a g i n g  i n  b a r r e l  t o  s m o o t h  o u t  t h o s e  t a n n i n s .   T o  d a t e ,
w e  h a v e  r e l e a s e d  5  i t e r a t i o n s  o f  S l a t e ;  w i t h  S l a t e  6  r e a d y  t o  m a k e
i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  s o m e t i m e  i n  2 0 2 0 .   
 
N o n - v i n t a g e  d e f i n e d :   T h e  g r a p e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  w i n e  w e r e  h a r v e s t e d
f r o m  m u l t i p l e  y e a r s  ( v i n t a g e  y e a r s ) ;  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  v i n t a g e  y e a r s
i s  a t  t h e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  l a b e l i n g  ( 8 5 % ) .  
 
P r e s s e d  W i n e :   A f t e r  t h e  r e d  w i n e s  a r e  f e r m e n t e d ,  t h e  w i n e  i s
d r a i n e d  o f f  t h e  s k i n s  a n d  p u t  i n t o  b a r r e l  ( f o r  m a l o l a c t i c
f e r m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a g i n g ) .   T h e  s k i n s  a r e  l o a d e d  i n t o  o u r  p r e s s  a n d
a r e  g e n t l y  p r e s s e d .  T h a t  f i n a l  p r e s s  w i n e  i s  t h e  m o s t  t a n n i c  a n d
g o e s  i n t o  i t s  o w n  b a r r e l s  a n d  o f t e n  g o e s  i n t o  o u r  S l a t e  o r  F e l d s p a r
a f t e r  m a l o l a c t i c  f e r m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a g i n g .  

Slate 1  bott led / release date:   re leased November 2011 
Slate 2  bott led / release date:   re leased August 2014 (blended from 2010
and 2011 wines)  
Slate 3  bott led / released date:   Spr ing 2017  /  May 2017 
Slate 4  bott led / released date:  Spring 2018 / Fal l  2018  
Slate 5  bott led / released date:   Spr ing 2019 / November 2019 
Slate 6  bott led / release date:   Spr ing 2019 / tbd 2020  

Slate Background Information


