Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
July 26, 2026
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OUR MISSION:
To make disciples for Jesus Christ,
to baptize and to teach the faith,
that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ
and become responsible members of His church.

Trinity Lutheran Church
1190 Valley Forge Rd PO BOX 340 Fairview Village, PA 19409
610-584-8411  www.trinityfairview.com



http://www.trinityfairview.com

Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available.
Please see the operator in the sound booth.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith.
In today's gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a
tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God s reign, the
great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all who are visiting today. Please complete a purple visitor's card which
can be found on the clipboard in the pew chair in front of you, and place it in the
offering plate. May your hopes be restored, spirits lifted and your enthusiasm
renewed when you visit here.

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of
Russell and Mildred Ziegler and Edward and Jerry Ziegler
from their loving daughter and sister Susan Hefferon.

Families

At Trinity, we love having children worship with us. And we know children need to
fidget and squirm! We invite parents and grandparents to all that the Kid's Corner
has to offer, located just off the sanctuary in the narthex. There is a wide selection
of books on the tall stand, and plenty of crayons and coloring books in the basket.
“Borrow Bags” are filled with items for fidgety children to use during worship.
Return them to the stand following worship.



P Now, let our singing help us clear our hearts and minds for worship.

WELCOME SONG
ACS 1037

Christ, Our Peace

ik e

#Lﬁ_, g 2 r' 33 :
Christ, our peace, you break down the walls that di- vide us;

P —fF o F5 s

/I b I) ! | 1 I ! ! | :

N |

Y D | |

gl b 1 I =

| |

M
P 5 o s

Christ, our peace, come, make us one bod-y in  you.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: CHRIST, OUR PEACE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

P  Pleaserise.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,
C  we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.



OPENING HYMN
# 14 ELW 638

Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God
gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

> At Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.” ® And Solomon said, ““You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.

" And now, O Lorp my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.

¥ And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ’ Give your servant,
therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God said to him, “Because
you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life
of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
"“I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind;
no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 119:129-136

L " Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.

C  """When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

L  "'I open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
C " Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
L "’ Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
C  """Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
L ' Let your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.
C "My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

P Please rise.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

7 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
C,"l:. Gm' C!Blv FiA
Al-le - In - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
- 2 d
i{} . Bh S CI[ ; : Eilm F/A : ; : Bh - } Csus
St e = !
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
Dm Gm' C7sus (3 F/A B C F
[ ‘Q [— - = - r— = | 1 — > > = [  —
i:@m‘) _ & —“—|—FI [ i i ﬁ:i—d—f—l - --?‘—i'
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - Tu - ia. Al-le -
n F/A B Csus Gm' C'sus C F

:
1
e
L d
j-li-



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that
“the kingdom of heaven is near!”” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that
explore the implications of this announcement for people s lives.

*! Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;™ it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

" He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

**“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

> “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7<“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; * when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous * and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

°! “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °* And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like

the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

P Please be seated.

SERMON

The Rev. Karen Nelson, Pastor
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Please rise.

Seek ye first

Optional descant

SERMON HYMN
W&P 122
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Text: Matthew 6:33, 7:7; adapt. Karen Latferty
Music: Karen Lafferty

Text and music © 1977 Maramatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company



APOSTLES’ CREED

P Letus confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Please sit or kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees,
those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all
who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence
among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to
family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories
with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can
never be separated. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God, our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and
recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty.

We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot,
Nancy, Joan & Florence.

For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Jack, Nate, Jean, Steve,
Frank, Bob, Joe, Michael, Peggy, Marita, Tilly, Heather, Vera, Connie,
Michelle, Gina, Jen, Waine, Hope, Sandra, Tony, Alyson, Barry, Sharon,
Susan, Tess, Tom, Karey, Susan, Ed, Georgia, Jim, Sally, Melissa, Carol, John
Dolly, & Diane.

For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength: Maria, Adam



In gratitude for God’s abundance: Christine
For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve.

And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known
only to you God.

God of Grace,
C receive our prayer.

L God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
C receive our prayer.

L  Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P Please rise.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C  And also with you.

While we sing, you may turn to those sitting closest to you to offer, and receive, the
peace and reconciliation which is possible only through Christ.



Peace
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P Please be seated.

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC

OFFERING

God has blessed us in so many ways. We offer our gifts as a demonstration of our
gratitude. And we pray God will use these resources to help us address the needs of

our neighbors.

wH
Offering by online giving: Make a gift to the general fund at @J‘,:‘%EI
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home -;"'-'Iﬁ' -
EALER

Bill pay option with your local bank or
By Mail:
Trinity Lutheran Church PO Box 340  Fairview Village, PA 19409

P Please rise.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and 1in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated until the invitation.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C Amen.

1o receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your
wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services.
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor
with your hands at your sides.

P Please rise.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with his favor, and give you his peace.

In the name of the Father, + and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



SENDING SONG
#13 W&P 94

Majesty
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(Continues on Next Page)
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Text and music: Jack Hayford

Text and tune L [981 Rocksmith Music, cfo Trust Musie Management, nc.
Ave, @ 1997 Rocksmith Musie, efo Trust Musie Management, Tne.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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what's .
Happening

This Week at Trinity
Wednesday July 29
7 pm Evening Prayer on Zoom

Looking Ahead
Monday August 3
5:30 pm Christian Book Group

Tuesday August 4
11 am TAG Book Group

Wednesday August 5
7 pm Evening Prayer on Zoom

Save the Date
Sunday September 13
God’s Work Our Hands: Blessing Bags & Gemma Picnic

Saturday October 3
Health Fair for Trinity & Community
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TRINTITY

LUTHERAN
FAIRVIEW VILLAGE

LivE LLOVE SERVE
Serving Today 7/26
Lector Brenda Aslin
Greeter Jennifer DePaulis
Communion Assistants Marilou Doughty & Paul Myers
Ushers Dan & Drina Ditzler
Coffee Hour Meg Smith & Kristin Stoeber
Building Opener Jeff Shadle
Altar Guild Linda Stone
Counting Team Jeff & Becky Shadle, Sharon Wilson

Serving Sunday 8/2

Guest Musician Ashley Hiester

Lector Alma Nowmos

Greeter Francesca Burnett

Communion Assistants Chris & Rick Cole

Ushers Bob Chambers & Lori Peliter

Coffee Hour Janet Fontaine & Anne Meibohm

Building Opener Rick Cole

Altar Guild Trish Graves

Counting Team JoAnn Sorom, Betty Kratz, Trish
Graves




	CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
	First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
	 
	 
	 
	L  ​The word of the Lord.    
	C  ​Thanks be to God. 
	 
	RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
	Psalm 119:129-136 
	 
	GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
	P​The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.​C​Glory to you, O Lord. 
	OFFERING PRAYER 
	GREAT THANKSGIVING 
	COMMUNION BLESSING 
	PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

