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OUR MISSION: 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ, ​
to baptize and to teach the faith, ​

that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ ​
and become responsible members of His church.​
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Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available. ​
Please see the operator in the sound booth. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the 
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no 
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about 
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and 
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is 
freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are 
all beggars. 

 
 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC   
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to all who are visiting today. Please complete a purple visitor's card which 
can be found on the clipboard in the pew chair in front of you, and place it in the 

offering plate. May your hopes be restored, spirits lifted and your enthusiasm 
renewed when you visit here. 

 

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP 
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of ​

Carly Travetti’s 17th birthday by Marc, Kim & Lucas Travetti. 
 

Families 

At Trinity, we love having children worship with us. And we know children need to 
fidget and squirm! We invite parents and grandparents to all that the Kid's Corner 
has to offer, located just off the sanctuary in the narthex. There is a wide selection 
of books on the tall stand, and plenty of crayons and coloring books in the basket. 
“Borrow Bags” are filled with items for fidgety children to use during worship. 
Return them to the stand following worship. 



P​ Now, let our singing help us clear our hearts and minds for worship. 
 

WELCOME SONG 
W&P 113 

  
 
 
 



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

P​ Please rise. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

 P​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 

C​ Amen. 
 
P​ Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P​ Compassionate God, 
C​ we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

P​ Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C​ Amen. 

 



OPENING HYMN​
ELW 583 

 



GREETING 
P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ​
​ and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C​ And also with you. 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P​ Let us pray. 
C​ Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 

servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   

 
 P   ​ Please be seated. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to 
spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God 
ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a 
question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all 
worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty 
thousand Ninevites? 
 

10 When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them, and he did not do it.​
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting 
from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city.​
  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”​
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into 
being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many 
animals?” 
 
L  ​ The word of the Lord.    
C  ​ Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 
 
L​ 1 I will exalt you, my God and king,​
  ​and bless your name forever and ever.​
C​ 2 Every day will I bless you​
  ​and praise your name forever and ever.​
L​ 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!​
  ​There is no end to your greatness.​
C​ 4 One generation shall praise your works to another​
  ​and shall declare your power. ​
L​ 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty​
  ​and all your marvelous works.​
C​ 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,​
  ​and I will recount your greatness.​
L​ 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;​
  ​they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.​
C​ 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,​
  ​slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 
 
P​ Please rise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

P​ The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twentieth chapter.​
C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption 
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went 
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 
they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 
9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them 
also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 
the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.” 
 
P​ The gospel of the Lord.    
C​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
P​ Please be seated. 

 
SERMON ​  

Reverend Karen Nelson, Pastor 



P​ Please rise. 

 
SERMON HYMN 

TFF 235 

 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
P​ Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
C​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
​
​
​
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P​ Please sit or kneel. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L​ Let us pray. 
L​ Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news 

and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be 
witnesses to your love. Receive our prayer, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so 

that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. 
Receive our prayer, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. 

Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with 
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Receive our prayer, O 
God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth 

that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those 
who are injured, ill, and for all in any need. 
We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot, 
Nancy, Joan & Florence. 
 
For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Karen, Tom, Connie, 
Debbie, Ed, Emily, Susan, Tessa, Joe, Barry, John, Sharon, Park, Ike, Tony, 
Alyson, Jim, Gina, Jeff, Nate, Jack, Waine, Georgia, Ed, Jim, Leslie, Sally, 
Carol, Melissa, Julia, Barbara, Chris, Sarah, Steve, Michael, Peggy, Marita, 
Margie, Heather, Kathy, Natalie, Jolene, Fran, & Michelle. 
 
For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength: Maria, 
Christina, & Justin. 
 
In gratitude for God’s abundance.  
 



For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
 
For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve. 
 
And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known 
only to you God. 
 
Receive our prayer, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great.  
 
L​ Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of 

others in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community 
endeavors with our time and talents. Receive our prayer, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C​ Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P​ Please rise. 
P​ The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C​ And also with you. 
 
While we sing, you may turn to those sitting closest to you to offer, and receive, the 

peace and reconciliation which is possible only through Christ. 
 

 
 
P       Please be seated. 

 
 

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC 
 

 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 

God has blessed us in so many ways. We offer our gifts as a demonstration of our 
gratitude. And we pray God will use these resources to help us address the needs of 
our neighbors.  
 
Offering by online giving:  Make a gift to the general fund at   
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home 
 
Bill pay option with your local bank or​
By Mail:​
Trinity Lutheran Church​ PO Box 340     Fairview Village, PA 19409 
 
P​ Please rise. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P​ God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 

C​ Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home


GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P​ The Lord be with you. ​
C​ And also with you. 
  
P​ Lift up your hearts. ​
C​ We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  ​
C​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

SANCTUS 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P​ In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P​ Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
​ ​ hallowed be thy name, 
​ ​ thy kingdom come, 
​ ​ thy will be done, 
​ ​ ​ on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

​ ​ as we forgive those​ ​  
​ ​ ​ who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
​ ​ but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
​ ​ and the power, and the glory, 
​ ​ forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



P​ Please be seated until the invitation.​
 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
COMMUNION 

 
P​ The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.​
C​ Amen. 

 

To receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the 
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your 

wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.  

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services. 
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.  

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor​
 with your hands at your sides.  

 

 



P​ Please rise. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P​ May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ​
​ strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.   
C​ Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C​ Amen. 
 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
BLESSING 

P​ The Lord bless you and keep you. ​
​ The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. ​
​ The Lord look upon you with his favor, and give you his peace. ​
​ In the name of the Father, ☩ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C​ Amen. 
                                                                                                                                 

 
 



SENDING SONG 
ELW 669 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 
P​ Go in peace. You are God’s hands at work in the world!  
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for recycling this bulletin by placing it in the ​

large wicker basket after worship.  
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This Week at Trinity 
 
Wednesday September 16 
Evening Prayer on Zoom at 7 pm 
 
Thursday September 17 
TAG Game Group at 1 pm 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
Sunday September 27 
Congregational Meeting 
Blessing of the Animals during Food Drive 
 
Saturday October 3 
Trinity Health Fair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Serving Sunday 9/20  
Lector Lynn Chialastri 
Greeter Nancy Klein 
Communion Assistants Ann Dungan & Peter Schell 
Ushers Dan & Drina Ditzler 
Coffee Hour Nancy Klein/Leslie Askonas 
Building Opener Meg Smith 
Altar Guild Chris Cole 
Counting Team Dave Stone, Lori Peliter, Meg Smith 
 

Serving Sunday 9/27  
Lector Drina Ditzler 
Greeter Lori Peltier 
Communion Assistants Marilou Doughy & Jen Castor 
Ushers John & Alma Nowmos 
Coffee Hour Meg Smith/Nancy Klein 
Building Opener Alma Nowmos 
Altar Guild Trish Graves 
Counting Team Dave Stone, Lori Peliter, Meg Smith 
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