Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 6, 2026

OUR MISSION:
To make disciples for Jesus Christ,
to baptize and to teach the faith,
that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ
and become responsible members of His church.

Trinity Lutheran Church
1190 Valley Forge Rd PO BOX 340 Fairview Village, PA 19409
610-584-8411  www.trinityfairview.com



http://www.trinityfairview.com

Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available.
Please see the operator in the sound booth.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet
Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he
is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all who are visiting today. Please complete a purple visitor's card which
can be found on the clipboard in the pew chair in front of you, and place it in the
offering plate. May your hopes be restored, spirits lifted and your enthusiasm
renewed when you visit here.

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of granddaughter Penelope’s
8th birthday by Jim & JoAnn Sorom.

Families

At Trinity, we love having children worship with us. And we know children need to
fidget and squirm! We invite parents and grandparents to all that the Kid's Corner
has to offer, located just off the sanctuary in the narthex. There is a wide selection
of books on the tall stand, and plenty of crayons and coloring books in the basket.
“Borrow Bags” are filled with items for fidgety children to use during worship.
Return them to the stand following worship.

P Now, let our singing help us clear our hearts and minds for worship.



WELCOME SONG
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Text and music: Bob Cull
Text and music € 1976 Maranathal Music, admin. The Copyright Company
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please rise.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P

A

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there 1s no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN
#2 ELW 423

Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up 1its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully
convey God's warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. “If I say to the
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood
I will require at your hand. ” But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and
they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will
have saved your life.

'“Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;
how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As I live, says the Lord Gop, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel?

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 119:33-40

L’ Teach me, O Lorb, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

C 7 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

L 7 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that 1s my desire.

C  ““Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

L  ’"Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life! in your way.

C  "Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

L " Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

C " Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.
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Please rise.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as
a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned
against another.

Jesus said to the disciples: " “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. '° But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile
and a tax collector. '* Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '’ Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. *’ For where two or three are gathered in my name, [ am
there among them.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

P Please be seated.

SERMON

Reverend Karen Nelson, Pastor

P Please rise.



SERMON HYMN
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When We Are Living

Pues si vivimos
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Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Please sit or kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray.

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of
all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal
communities crying out after disaster. Receive our prayer, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away
from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good
of all who labor. Receive our prayer, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us.

We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot,
Nancy, Joan & Florence.

For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Karen, Tom, Connie,
Debbie, Ed, Emily, Susan, Tessa, Joe, Barry, John, Sharon, Park, Ike, Tony,
Alyson, Jim, Gina, Jeff, Nate & Jack.

For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength: Maria &
Christina

In gratitude for God’s abundance.



For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve.

And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known
only to you God.

Receive our prayer, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news
known even through our imperfections. Receive our prayer, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

P Please rise.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C  And also with you.

While we sing, you may turn to those sitting closest to you to offer, and receive, the
peace and reconciliation which is possible only through Christ.

Peace
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P Please be seated.

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC



OFFERING

God has blessed us in so many ways. We offer our gifts as a demonstration of our
gratitude. And we pray God will use these resources to help us address the needs of

our neighbors.

TH
Offering by online giving: Make a gift to the general fund at EI—"‘ ;I?
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home -;"-'F T
AL

Bill pay option with your local bank or
By Mail:
Trinity Lutheran Church PO Box 340  Fairview Village, PA 19409

P Please rise.

OFFERING PRAYER

P God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
C Amen.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



P Please be seated until the invitation.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C Amen.

To receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your
wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services.
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor
with your hands at your sides.



Please rise.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with his favor, and give you his peace.

In the name of the Father, + and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



SENDING SONG
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more hymn lyrics at www.hymnlyrics.net




DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

% <9 Thank you for recycling this bulletin by placing it in the
large wicker basket after worship.

PLEASE
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This Week at Trinity

Sunday September 6
No Food Drive

Tuesday September 8
First Day of TCNSK
Sandwich making at noon

Wednesday September 9
Evening Prayer on Zoom at 7 pm

Thursday September 10
TAG Game Group at 1 pm

Looking Ahead

Sunday September 13
God’s Work Our Hands Day
Blessing of TCNSK children and teachers

Sunday September 27
Congregational Meeting
Blessing of the Animals during Food Drive

Saturday October 3
Trinity Health Fair



TRINTITY

LUTHERAN
FAIRVIEW VILLAGE

LLivE LoVvE SERVE
Serving Sunday 9/6
Lector Judy Flanigan
Greeter Nancy Klein
Communion Assistants Alma Nowmos & Bob Graves
Ushers Micheal Martorelli & Brenda Aslin
Coffee Hour No Coffee Hour
Building Opener Bob Graves
Altar Guild Brenda Aslin

Counting Team

Dave Stone, Lori Peliter, Meg Smith

Serving Sunday 9/13

Guest Musician Ashley Hiester

Lector Ann Dungan

Greeter Priscilla Myers

Communion Assistants Judy Flanigan & Paul Myers
Ushers Peter & Lynne Schell
Coffee Hour Set Up & Clean Up Needed
Building Opener Rick Cole

Altar Guild Linda Stone

Counting Team

Dave Stone, Lori Peliter, Meg Smith
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