
 

 

Palm Sunday 
March 29, 2026 

 

 
 

OUR MISSION: 
To make disciples for Jesus Christ, ​
to baptize and to teach the faith, ​

that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ ​
and become responsible members of His church.​

 
 

 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1190 Valley Forge Rd    PO BOX 340   Fairview Village, PA  19409 ​

610-584-8411      www.trinityfairview.com 
 



Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available. ​
Please see the operator in the sound booth. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified 
king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently 
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in 
celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as 
his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical 
promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread 
and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, 
anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

 
PRELUDE MUSIC   

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God. 

Families 

At Trinity, we love having children worship with us. And we know children need to 
fidget and squirm! We invite parents and grandparents to all that the Kid's Corner 
has to offer, located just off the sanctuary in the narthex. There is a wide selection 
of books on the tall stand, and plenty of crayons and coloring books in the basket. 
“Borrow Bags” are filled with items for fidgety children to use during worship. 
Return them to the stand following worship. 

 
 

 
P​ Now, let us take a moment in silent reflection as we clear our hearts and minds 

for worship. 



WELCOME SONG 
Please wave your palm leaves high while the choir processes 

 
 

P​ Please rise. 

P​ Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!​
C​ Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG 
ELW 344  VS 1-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 
P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ​
​ and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C​ And also with you. 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P​ Let us pray. 
C​ Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 

Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. 
In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the 
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

P​ Please be seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. 
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians 
associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors 
but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 
 
 4The Lord GOD has given me​
  the tongue of a teacher,​
 that I may know how to sustain​
  the weary with a word.​
 Morning by morning he wakens—​
  wakens my ear​
  to listen as those who are taught.​
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,​
  and I was not rebellious,​
  I did not turn backward.​
 6I gave my back to those who struck me,​
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;​
 I did not hide my face​
  from insult and spitting.​
​
 7The Lord GOD helps me;​
  therefore I have not been disgraced;​
 therefore I have set my face like flint,​
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;​
  8he who vindicates me is near.​
 Who will contend with me?​
  Let us stand up together.​
 Who are my adversaries?​
  Let them confront me.​
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;​
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
L​ The word of the Lord.    
C​ Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 31:9-16 
 
L​ 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;​
  ​my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.​
C​ 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;​
  ​my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.​
L​ 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,  

a dismay to my acquaintances;​
  ​when they see me in the street they avoid me.​
C​ 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;​
  ​I am as useless as a broken pot. ​
L​ 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;​
  ​they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.​
C​ 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.​
  ​I have said, “You are my God.​
L​ 15My times are in your hand;​
  ​rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.​
C​ 16Let your face shine upon your servant;​
  ​save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
P​ Please rise. 
 
 

 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 

P​ The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty first chapter. 

C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet:​
  5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,​
  Look, your king is coming to you,​
   humble and mounted on a donkey,​
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”​
 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey 
and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting,​
  “Hosanna to the Son of David!​
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!​
  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”​
 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

 
P​ The gospel of the Lord.    
C​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
P​ Please be seated. 

 
SERMON 

The Reverend Karen Nelson, Pastor 
P​ Please rise. 



SERMON HYMN 
ELW 342 

 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

P​ Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
C​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P​ Please sit or kneel. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L​ Let us pray. 
L​ Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for 

the world and its needs.​
A brief silence. 
 

L​ O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers 
in your church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the 
infinite life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and 

sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness 
to your saving love. Hear us, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build 

your beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and 
juries so that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, 

like Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be 
with those experiencing pain or loss this day. 

 
We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot, 
Nancy, Diane & Joan. 
 
For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Gwen, Carol, Melissa, 
Rick, Steve, Ray, Paul, Frank, Bob, Peggy, Marita, Tilly, Heather, Margie, 
Karen, Tom, Francesca, Jannah, John, Sharon, Ron, Florence, Quinn, Chrissy, 
& Cindy 
 
For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength: 
Adam 
 



In gratitude for God’s abundance. 
 
For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
 
For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve. 
  
And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known 
only to you God. 
  
Hear us, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy 

Week. Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

C​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L​ Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
C​ Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P​ Please rise. 
P​ The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C​ And also with you. 

 
 

While we sing, you may turn to those sitting closest to you to offer, and receive, the 
peace and reconciliation which is possible only through Christ. 

 

 
 
P       Please be seated. 

 
 

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC 
 

Congregation, please join the choir on the final chorus when indicated. 
 

In Your presence we are gathered​
As the people called by Your name,​

We are longing for Your spirit now to come​
And set our hearts aflame.   

 
 



OFFERING 
 

God has blessed us in so many ways. We offer our gifts as a demonstration of our 
gratitude. And we pray God will use these resources to help us address the needs of 
our neighbors.  
 
Offering by online giving:  Make a gift to the general fund at   
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home 
 
Bill pay option with your local bank or​
By Mail:​
Trinity Lutheran Church​ PO Box 340     Fairview Village, PA 19409 
 
P​ Please rise. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P​ O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C​ Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home


GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P ​ The Lord be with you. ​
C ​ And also with you. 

P ​ Lift up your hearts. ​
C​ We lift them to the Lord. 

P​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. ​
C​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,​
that we should at all times and in all places​
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,​
through our Savior Jesus Christ.​
You call your people to cleanse their hearts​
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,​
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,​
we may come to the fullness of your grace.​
And so, with all the choirs of angels,​
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,​
we praise your name and join their unending hymn … 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SANCTUS 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
P​ In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P​ Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
​ ​ hallowed be thy name, 
​ ​ thy kingdom come, 
​ ​ thy will be done, 
​ ​ ​ on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

​ ​ as we forgive those​ ​  
​ ​ ​ who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
​ ​ but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
​ ​ and the power, and the glory, 
​ ​ forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P​ Please be seated until the invitation.​
 

 
LAMB OF GOD  

 



COMMUNION 
 
P​ The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.​
C​ Amen. 

 

To receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the 
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your 

wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.  

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services. 
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.  

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor​
 with your hands at your sides.  

 

 

P​ Please rise. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P​ May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ​
​ strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.   
C​ Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P​ God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

​
C​ Amen. 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
 

BLESSING 
P​ The Lord bless you and keep you. ​
​ The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. ​
​ The Lord look upon you with his favor, and give you his peace. ​
​ In the name of the Father, ☩ and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
C​ Amen. 

                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG 
 

 
 
 
 



 
DISMISSAL 

 
P​ Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
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This Week at Trinity 
 
Wednesday April 1- Juliets Luncheon at noon 

Thursday April 2 - 11 am TAG Games Group 

    7 pm Maundy Thursday service 

Friday April 3 - 7 pm Good Friday service 

 

 
Looking Ahead 

Monday April 6 - 5:30 pm Christian Book Group 

Tuesday April 7 - 11 am TAG Book group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Serving Sunday, 3/27  

Lector Lynn Chialastri 
Greeter Emma Birkmire 
Communion Assistants Peter Schell & Francesca Burnett 
Ushers Karl Schafer & Leslie Askonas 
Coffee Hour Georgia Burnett/Lynn Chialastri 
Building Opener Karl Schafer 
Altar Guild Ann Dungan 
Counting Team Jeff & Becky Shadle, Sharon Wilson 
 

Serving Sunday, 4/5  
Lector Peter Schell 
Greeter Lori Peltier & Priscilla Myers 
Communion Assistants Francesca Burnett & Ann Dungan 
Ushers Michael Martorelli & Wilmer Cressman 
Coffee Hour Set Up & Clean Up Needed 
Building Opener Meg Smith 
Altar Guild Linda Stone 
Counting Team JoAnn Sorom, Trish Graves, Betty Kratz 
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