Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
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OUR MISSION:
To make disciples for Jesus Christ,
to baptize and to teach the faith,
that all may know the hope of Jesus Christ
and become responsible members of His church.

Trinity Lutheran Church
1190 Valley Forge Rd PO BOX 340 Fairview Village, PA 19409
610-584-8411  www.trinityfairview.com

Assistive technology for the hearing impaired is available.
Please see the operator in the sound booth.


http://www.trinityfairview.com

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world s violence and war. We go
forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God s tender care to all creation.

PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to all who are visiting today. Please complete a purple visitor's card which
can be found on the clipboard in the pew chair in front of you, and place in the
offering plate. May your hopes be restored, spirits lifted and your enthusiasm
renewed when you visit here.

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIP

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in gratitude for those who
support Trinity’s mission by Elaine Gross.

Families

At Trinity, we love having children worship with us. And we know children need to
fidget and squirm! We invite parents and grandparents to all that the Kid's Corner
has to offer, located just off the sanctuary in the narthex. There is a wide selection
of books on the tall stand, and plenty of crayons and coloring books in the basket.
“Borrow Bags” are filled with items for fidgety children to use during worship.
Return them to the stand following worship.

P Now, let our singing help us clear our hearts and minds for worship.



WELCOME SONG

THE WORD

452  Open the Eyes of My Heart

O-pen the eyes of my heart, Lord. O-pen the eyes of my heart;

I want to see you; I want to see vyou;
E 2
D D A B
o | | p— 1 "

——=—h - T =

¥y T LIl PN Fi I 1T o AT o AT 1

Cssy) N ! i | — !
o) [

to see you high and lift - ed up,
G A
) 4 p— p—
- — | ! | " - ; — —
| ! | \ N | S——
= . —— ey ——
=) ~—
shin-ing in the light of your gle - v Pour out your
Bm Em7 D/E A
0 4 o, | p— |

2 S M S - | - - T N O, e - ‘ T

@ # e ¥ ? o - P I -
pow-er and love as we sing “Ho-1y, ho - 1y ho - Iv”
D Aich

£ u p— ] —

- o — —— I T — — I
@ — i % c - I Y
®) | 5 \.,é

Ho-ly, ho - ly ho - Iv Ho-1ly, he - ly he - 1y
B G Em/D D
Og "
e, |
- - I o . Y — il |
e | R = St A e
Ho-1ly ho - 1y ho - ly [ want to see you.

The initial petition of this song is based on the language of Ephesians 1:18, while the second part draws on
the account of Isaiah’s vision in Isaiah 6:1-5. That event, in turn, is the basis of the threefold Sanctus that has
become a traditional element in Christian worship.

TEXT and MUSIC: Paul Baloche, 1997 OPENTHE EYES
Text and Music © 1997 Integrity's Hosannal Music (admin, EMICMGPublishing com) Irregu lar

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Please rise.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our creator,
our protector,

our wellspring of life.
C Amen.

P Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

A

P God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”
In #+ Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.

C Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
W&P 113

Open our eyes, Lord
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Text and music: Bob Cull

“Text and music © 1976 Maranatha! Music, admin, The Copyright Company

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

A

P Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

Today s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter s sermon
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God s people. The new
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and
ensures that everyone has enough.

> The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

** Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in
common; ~ they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
to all, as any had need. *° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
" praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 23

L  'The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
C  “The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
L  ’Yourestore my soul, O Lorb,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
C  "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
L " You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
C  °Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.

P Please rise.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

7 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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GOSPEL: Jonn 10:1-10

P The holy gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

Jesus said: ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. * The one who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
“When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. * They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ° Jesus used this figure
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
* All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to
them. ’ I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go
out and find pasture. '’ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

P Please be seated.

SERMON

The Reverend Karen Nelson, Pastor

P Please rise.



SERMON HYMN
W&P 102

102 No longer strangers
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Text: David Haas
Music: David Haas; arr. Jeanne Cotter
Text and music © 1993 GIA Publications



APOSTLES’ CREED

P Letus confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Please sit or kneel.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and
guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison
chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of
your creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and
advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the
temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are
ill or injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.

We especially pray for those who are unable to be with us today: Sandy, Dot,
Nancy, Diane & Joan.

For those in need of God’s healing love and strength: Bryson, Rick, Steve,
Bob, Frank, Paul, Ray, Peggy, Marita, Tilly, Heather, Margie, Chrissy, Cindy,
Tom, Susan, Karen, Jim, Tony, Carol, Melissa, Emma, Hannah, Hope, Sandra,
Waine, Alison, Tony, Michelle, & Bart.

For those in need of God’s guidance, protection and strength.

In gratitude for God’s abundance.
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For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
For those who serve and protect our nation: Jordan, Brian, Craig & Eve.

And for those who we hold in our hearts, and those whose needs are known
only to you God.

Merciful God.
receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us
into a community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before
us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Please rise.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

While we sing, you may turn to those sitting closest to you to offer, and receive, the

peace and reconciliation which is possible only through Christ.



Peace
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P Please be seated.

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC

OFFERING

God has blessed us in so many ways. We offer our gifts as a demonstration of our
gratitude. And we pray God will use these resources to help us address the needs of

our neighbors.

wH
Offering by online giving: Make a gift to the general fund at EI—" ;E
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home -;"-'Iﬁ;g:
O

Bill pay option with your local bank or
By Mail:
Trinity Lutheran Church PO Box 340  Fairview Village, PA 19409


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR6Z/home

AT aw

A

Please rise.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated until the invitation.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
C Amen.

1o receive Holy Communion please come by the center aisle to the pastor to receive the
bread (wafer) and then proceed to the communion assistant for intinction (dipping your
wafer in the wine) and then eat, then return to your seat by the side aisle.

Non alcoholic wine is used at all services.
A gluten free wafer is available, simply tell the Pastor when you approach.

If you are not communing and desire a personal blessing please come to Pastor
with your hands at your sides.

P Please rise.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you forever in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P  Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,
C Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord look upon you with his favor, and give you his peace.

In the name of the Father, + and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
ELW 860
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual



DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Thank you for recycling this bulletin by placing it in the

oy
%{9 large wicker basket after worship.

PLEASE
RECYCLE
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wWhat's.,
Happening

This Week at Trinity

Sunday April 26- 11:15 Constitution changes Q & A
Thursday April 30 - 1 pm TAG games

Friday May 1 - 6 pm Bingo

Looking Ahead
Sunday May 3 - 11:15 am Congregational Meeting

Tuesday May 5 - 11 am TAG Book Group
Sunday May 10 - Mother’s Day Diaper Drive
Sunday, May 17 - Nursery School Teacher Recognition & Baptism
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TRINTITY

LUTHERAN
FAIRVIEW VILLAGE
L.ivE LLOVE SERVE

Serving Today 4/26

Lector Francesca Burnett

Greeter Francesca Burnett
Communion Assistants Marilou Doughty & Jen Castor
Ushers Dan & Drina Ditzler

Coffee Hour Meg Smith/Leslie Askonas
Building Opener Bob Graves

Altar Guild Trish Graves

Counting Team

JoAnn Sorom, Betty Kratz, Trish
Graves

Serving Sunday 5/3

Lector Leslie Askonas

Greeter Nancy Klein

Communion Assistants Bob Graves & Paul Myers
Ushers Ann Dungan & Karl Schafer
Coffee Hour Set Up & Clean Up Needed
Building Opener Karl Schafer

Altar Guild Linda Stone

Counting Team

David Stone, Lori Peltier, Meg Smith
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