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Zoom  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86134140196?pwd=dlMzb0JnMDFoWWxYUWp2YmlUVzIvdz09

Evening Prayer: September 30, 2026

Leader: Before we begin, are there any concerns or names to add to the prayer list?
Opening
Leader: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
All: The light no darkness can overcome.
Leader: Stay with us Lord, for it is evening.
All: And the day is almost over.
Leader: Let the light scatter the darkness.
All: And illumine your church.
 
Psalm: Psalm 42
1 As the deer pants for streams of water,
    so my soul pants for you, my God.
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
    When can I go and meet with God?
3 My tears have been my food
    day and night,
while people say to me all day long,
    “Where is your God?”
4 These things I remember
    as I pour out my soul:
how I used to go to the house of God
    under the protection of the Mighty One[d]
with shouts of joy and praise
    among the festive throng.
5 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
    for I will yet praise him,
    my Savior and my God.
6 My soul is downcast within me;
    therefore I will remember you
from the land of the Jordan,
    the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar.
7 Deep calls to deep
    in the roar of your waterfalls;
all your waves and breakers
    have swept over me.
8 By day the Lord directs his love,
    at night his song is with me—
    a prayer to the God of my life.
9 I say to God my Rock,
    “Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I go about mourning,
    oppressed by the enemy?”
10 My bones suffer mortal agony
    as my foes taunt me,
saying to me all day long,
    “Where is your God?”
11 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
    for I will yet praise him,
    my Savior and my God.

Psalm Response
Leader: Sing for joy, God’s chosen ones.
All: Give him the praise that is due.

Second Reading  Matthew 9:2-8
2 Some men brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”
3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man.

Leader: Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
All: Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.

Gospel Canticle (all but Leader and Reader should mute their audio)
Leader: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Reader/All: For you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant, from whom this day all generations will call me blessed.
L: You, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your name.
Reader/All: You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
L: You have shown strength with your arm, and scattered the proud in their conceit, casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
Reader/All: You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
L: You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember your promise of mercy,
Reader /All: The promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever. 

Prayers
Leader: Let us take a minute to prepare ourselves for this part of our time together.
(Leader prays first, including the prayer list, then each person has a turn.)
Leader: We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously protect us tonight. For into your hands, we commend ourselves, our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
All: Amen
Leader: Let us pray (all but the leader should mute their audio)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven…
Blessing
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Leader: The peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
All: Amen.
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