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Zoom  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86134140196?pwd=dlMzb0JnMDFoWWxYUWp2YmlUVzIvdz09

Evening Prayer: September 2, 2026

Leader: Before we begin, are there any concerns or names to add to the prayer list?
Opening
Leader: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
All: The light no darkness can overcome.
Leader: Stay with us Lord, for it is evening.
All: And the day is almost over.
Leader: Let the light scatter the darkness.
All: And illumine your church.
 
Psalm:  Psalm 83:1-4
1 O God, do not remain silent;
    do not turn a deaf ear,
    do not stand aloof, O God.
2 See how your enemies growl,
    how your foes rear their heads.
3 With cunning they conspire against your people;
    they plot against those you cherish.
4 “Come,” they say, “let us destroy them as a nation,
    so that Israel’s name is remembered no more.”

Psalm Response
Leader: Sing for joy, God’s chosen ones.
All: Give him the praise that is due.

Second Reading  Matthew 12:22-32
22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of David?”
24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house.
30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Leader: Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
All: Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.

Gospel Canticle (all but Leader and Reader should mute their audio)
Leader: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Reader/All: For you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant, from whom this day all generations will call me blessed.
L: You, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your name.
Reader/All: You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.
L: You have shown strength with your arm, and scattered the proud in their conceit, casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
Reader/All: You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
L: You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember your promise of mercy,
Reader /All: The promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever. 

Prayers
Leader: Let us take a minute to prepare ourselves for this part of our time together.
(Leader prays first, including the prayer list, then each person has a turn.)
Leader: We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously protect us tonight. For into your hands, we commend ourselves, our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
All: Amen
Leader: Let us pray (all but the leader should mute their audio)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven…
Blessing
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Leader: The peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
All: Amen.
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