
 
 

 

Why the Bible Matters: 
    The Vision of Dei Verbum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vatican II in Historical Context 
▪ The Catholic Church and “Ecumenical Councils” 
▪ Some interesting tidbits  

▪ The death of Christendom 
▪ Pope John XXIII 

 

The Catholic Church and the Bible 
▪ Rise of the modern historical-critical study of 

Scripture 

▪ From Simon to Ehrman  
▪ The Catholic Church responds 

 

o Providentissimus Deus (“God most Provident”) 

o Divino Afflante Spiritu (“Inspired by the divine Spirit”) 

o Sancta Mater Ecclesia (“Holy Mother Church”) 

o Dei Verbum (“The Word of God”) 

The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum) 
▪ Some interesting tidbits  
▪ Five ways Dei Verbum reshaped Catholic thinking  

▪ Summary of the impact of Dei Verbum for Catholics  
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